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In 1976, the Armenian Youth Federation Western United States es-
tablished its official publication — Haytoug — as a medium for Arme-
nian-American youth to voice their opinions about a wide variety of
issues. What initially began as a newsletter eventually evolved into a
quarterly magazine with over 100 issues.

Ardziv magazine was first published by the Armenian Youth Federation
of Canada in April 1991. It has been distributed free of charge within the
community for those who strive for the national, social, and economic
liberation of the Armenian people. Although the magazine had gone
dormant for a few years, it’s new format as a monthly publication has
made its way back into the homes of Armenians across the country. It
has been and continues to be the leading voice of the Armenian-Cana-
dian youth.

Both publications are distributed free of charge.

The opinions expressed in Haytoug and Ardziv are not solely and nec-
essarily the opinions of the Armenian Youth Federation. The Western
United States and Canadian regions encourage all Armenian youth to
express their thoughts and feature their work in these publications.
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We always look for reasons to celebrate new beginnings. It has been 100 years since the independence of
Armenia’s first republic, and as we celebrated our inspiring rebirth this year, our people were at the forefront
of a revolution--another new beginning. We were reminded on this anniversary that we are people who are
resolutely dedicated to progress.

However, the revolution in Armenia does not start and end with a change in government. The revolution
does not start and end with a few leaders, nor with melodious chants.

Revolution is an unbound tool we all must explore and manifest through our identity. It is the continuous
struggle to learn, maintain, and improve our lives and those around us. A stanza in Armenia’s first national
anthem sings, loosely translated:

“Our Armenia, chained

And stuck for all these years,
Your brave children’s holy blood
Will secure its liberation.”

Whether these words are understood literally or symbolically, they indicate we must work for progress.

No two people in the world concur on all issues. No two perceptions or solutions to Armenian affairs are
alike. The mere fact that we all speak passionately of a utopian Armenia is what keeps our cause sim-
mering. As we reflect on our setbacks and accomplishments throughout this joint issue with Haytoug and
Ardziv, let’s not forget to ponder the hopes and ideals of the leaders of the first republic, the martyrs of
Sardarabad, Gharakiliseh, and Pash Abaran, and those who took a giant and peaceful leap into a revolu-
tion 100 years later.

We decide our own fate. We break our own chains.

What part of the Armenian revolution will you make your own?
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Thoughts on

What The Next

100

Years of

Independence Can

Look Like for the Armenian

Nation

1. Homeland: On the heels of a peaceful revolu-
tion, the Armenian people have shifted the politi-
cal status-quo in place. Establishing a belief in the
democratic process and a rule of law is the first step
towards a successful state. For a nation to suc-
ceed, it's people have to believe that they control
the levers of change and thus, more importantly, are
collectively accountable for the nation’s future. The
process of turning spectators into stakeholders will
take much work and will require patience — while
the country’s political representatives have to be
communicative and transparent throughout. In turn,
the populace must be knowledgeable and honest
about challenges that lay ahead. Hopefully, as we
become increasing more able to address political
and economic corruption, we also shed a light onto
ourselves, and walk away from cynicism and de-
tachment; Because the foundations of a new Arme-
nia will be built on accountability.

2. Diaspora: The diaspora isn’t philanthropy, and
Armenia isn’t a charity. | don’t believe in a “Diaspo-
ran Senate” and having multiple governing bodies
for one nation is neither effective nor fair. If Dias-
porans want a say in the affairs of the homeland
— they should become dual-citizens. Dual citizens
should also pay taxes, not a tax based on income,
but a participatory tax (approximately $100 USD per
year) to maintain your citizenship and right vote. If
we are to truly detach from our charity-based mind-
set, we must buy in to the nation building process.

|1918-2018

Gev Iskajyan

Original Image: Haytoug April 1983

3. Culture: | believe that for the last 100 years, we
have seen a cultural stagnation, whether it be from
the trauma of displacement, over 80 years of Sovi-
etization, or ourselves. Our culture should be fluid,
evolving and adapting with the collective identity of
the nation. The rigid paradigms we’ve set in place
about an what an Armenian should look, act, and
sound like must be shattered. There are no gate-
keepers of culture and nobody has the right to serve
as an authority on another Armenian’s identity.

4. Cause: The days of pandering for recognition are
over. There is no world power on Earth that doesn’t
know the genocide happened and our cause
shouldn’t hang in the balance of any other coun-
try’s geo-political concerns. Our sights should be
focused solely on justice — specifically in the form
of divestment, boycotts, and sanctions. With over 8
million diasporan Armenians living in influential cities
around the world, we can utilize the agency we have
in our governments, businesses, and universities to
stop financially supporting the Turkish state until
reparations have been given. Asking for recognition
will not get us far, but leveraging the global institu-
tions which we have capital in against the Turkish
economy — can.
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Vessels.

Pateel Jivalagian

Vessels.
We are mere vessels.

Chambers that know
Hurting

Loss

and

Fear

and

More.

So
Much

More.

Our bodies harbor more than we know.

But there’s one in particular.

Not confined by chains.

One that is free floating.

Trying to find a permanent home with in us.

She is Alive.

She knocks from Inside,

close fists pounding against the lining of our walls.

The echoes of our hollows
cause internal vibration.
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We shake.

For we know
she will be unleashed...

...she is the Armenian Spirit.

This spirit is dormant.
Waiting...

Just waiting

to be summoned.

This spirit is dormant.
Waiting...

Just waiting

to be summoned.

Transcending time and space.
Traveling intrapersonally, enlightening the individual.
Traveling interpersonally, igniting the masses.

Where can this spirit be found?
Or should | ask,
Who can this spirit be found in?

A vessel that has unleashed this spirit is that of Diana
Apcar’s.

Diana, an Armenian, lived in Japan for most of her
adult years.

During the Adana massacres in Turkey,



Her words only got so far.
She decided to act.

Diana was a Red Cross Coordinator during the years
of the Genocide.

She raised funds to provide a safe haven for Armenian
genocide survivors across the world.

She provided them with jobs, a place to live, travel
documents and transits in order to find peace in a new
home.

Though it was her hands that have saved hundreds of
lives.

It was her soul that touched them.

She is the embodiment of the Armenian Spirit.

One that is not confined to a geographic location on
a map.

One that knows no bounds.

One that is awake and alive.

One that is

timeless.

This flame is all too familiar.
For it follows me everywhere.

| see it in the eyes of my grandfather
when he tells me stories of his parents.

| see it in the works of my ‘pultp’s

when our wavelengths connect and work towards a
single goal:
a free, independent and united Iwjwuwnwl.

| hear it in the voices of my community
when we fight for change and demand justice.

| feel it in the shared air of our people when | walk
down the streets of Upguwu.

The Armenian Spirit is a force to be felt.
She is in every corner of the world.

She is within us all.

Image Credit: dianaapcar.org
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MYSAVAGE
OF SEVAN

HAGOP AGOPIAN

It was cold that morning, and | had missed
my first alarm. Rushing to get dressed and
having something to eat, | almost forgot to
fill my water bottles, but it didn’t matter. |

was about to participate in the
biggest race of my life and the previ-
ous 12 months of training with 14 hrs/week
onthe bike had lead up to this very morning.

The grueling Ride Around Lake Sevan is
a 212 km race of endurance around one
of the largest and highest altitude lakes
in Eurasia. Taking place every May 28th,

| made it my goal to complete the

ride for the 100th anniversary of
our Independence. The most serious
physical and mental undertaking of my life.

10 [1918-2018|

Two weeks before the race, | arrived at
Sevan to acclimatize to the 2000 m alti-
tude of the lake and to train with one of
Armenia’s premier athletes, Andranik
Margaryan. For 14 days, we biked and
saw every corner of the course, from the
millions of potholes and 15 km stretch of
completely unpaved rough terrain, to the
stray dogs that attack at the slightest
sound. None the less, every second of the
ride was post-card worthy. Sevan, and
the region, is truly a gem in the crown of
the Armenian Highlands. The hundreds of
photos we took do not do it justice.



RACE: SAVAGE OF SEVAN
LOCATION: LAKE SEVAN
DISTANCE: 212 KM / 132 MILES

ELEVATION: 2,000 M / 6,562 FT
ABOVE SEA LEVEL

Photos courtesy of Hagop Agopian

At the 7 am start, all those
jitters evaporated, and for
the following 8 hours | rode
around the lake. Crossing the
finish line, it finally dawned on me
that | had pushed past any limits |
had set for myself. The significance
of being in Armenia on May 28th
and to know that we could have lost
it all had it not been for the cour-
age of the founders of the Republic
to push past their limits was monu-
mental for me. Courage to step
outside my comfort zone made this
goal, and dream, possible.
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0
HRAG TOMASSIAN

MIND FULL. BRIMMING WITH UNJUST MEMORIES

AWAITING A SOUL, A PERSONIFIED SPIRIT

YEARNING TO CHANGE THE UNSCATHED REGIME

ENDING THEIR REIGN BEFORE THEY ACQUIT.

IGNITED. A REVOLUTION WOVEN IN VELVET!

GALE-LIKE. UNSTOPPABLE. RESOLUTE WITH PRIDE.

HINDERING THOSE IN POWER WITH RALLIES AND PROTESTS
TRANSCENDING. ONE VOICE NATIONWIDE.

ENIGMATIC WITHOUT DEATH, WITHOUT VIOLENCE

INDULGED, WITHOUT THE COLOR OF BLOOD-YET VELVET DOES SHINE
GLISTEN EVEN, TO EPITOMIZE THE STRENGTH IN UNITY OF PEOPLE,
HARMGONIZING BELIEF AND DESIRE-SO DIVINE.

THE MOVEMENT ETERNAL, ENTICED AS HOPE

ENVISIONED TO BRIGHTLY LIGHT THE DARKEST OF DAYS
ENTHUSED! A PURPOSE REBORN-

NEUTRALIZE CORRUPTORS. END THEIR CRAZE

14 [1918-2018]
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wqap, npwktugh gnuuwbik, L wnwlg Jwlwlg
gnpéol 6L wdpnnowlwl Jwulwygnietwl JGp
unp épwghputpp Yp Juwt tnywp Gpwqutp dhwijl:
Swjwunwuh - wpnhwywungehtup Ywpubwp £
yuwuwug UnchpnudEl G jwbdbwnnieBUtl:

Uwjp [wywunwluh wpdwup yp Jwuguh hqop b
hwwpwn BptLwup JdEe” wywwéwnh Up hwdwnp:
Ul Yyp ubGpyuwywglt jupwwnbe 6L wupwthwlgbih
wuwpuwwuncehitp, gnpu hwy yphubpp winLwd
w¥ SRwjwuwnwlupu’® wunp hwqwpwdtuwy
wwuwnuniptbwl pupwgehl: dwdwlwyp hwuwd E
yEunwuwgutnL wju wpdwup GL wunpwnwRUwinL,
np Uwynp SIwjwuwnwuh nght pnju npwé £ pninnp
hwy yhuGpnu upwnbpnlu Jeg: Uunp jnjup, nudp,
hwwnpuwiniehiup, wphnoehtll ne pjubliwdpp wEnp
E puwl wyl gphslGpp, npnugdnyd whuinh gpBue UGn
wqgh wWwuwndnptwl wdtUEL thwyntu Eop: 3njuny
GJ LwbtL, np wunp glfuwwnp hEpnuncthpuGpp whwh
pIwl Ephunwuwinn hwynthhubpp:
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3 Uhwnp//100 UdGwl

] Llhrmujllhu pU.IZU.I anlanlu.PﬁbU.lll Pwy Uwwpwlh nt Ywpwehihukh jnpwpawlubpp

Lnruwuywphy Ujkp Ohwubwlu

Swphp nwphuGpe h 46p dBup pwpniuwly
Un dGphtlp Swjwuwnwlh  wnwohl
hwupwwtuwniehlup, np wnhpep untbndtg
huwy dgnnnynLpnhl gnjuuwntLdwu:
Uwpnwpwuwwnh, Awnpwpehihuth GL
Fwy Uwwpwluh dwywunwdwpunbpno
juwnpewlwyutpny huwy dnnnynLpnp
wnwt wuhpwdtun pwj dp® nEwh hp
wpnwp Uwywwnwyh hpwywuwgnudp: bn
JpEdpuunhp  huynnlyuGpnit Qunphpi Ep,
np wl wpdwlwguwe hp Yuwpdwwnb, pwg
thwnwwwuéd, Gptp wnwpniwlt  wllwpu
wGwnnetwl:

Uwjhu 28-U yp Lpwlwykt junewuwy, yp
LwlwyEt wuywhuniehit, UYp LpwlwykE
wuwjpwn: Iwnphip tnwph wug, dcue ntupup
ny Uhwju wuywhu Iwjwuwnwl Jp, w)|tG

uthhLnp dp, np hwrwwnwphd Juwind hp hwypGupght, wuaunwpwgonptEu hugpghugep
unthpwo E Swjwuwnwlh G hwy dnnndncpnh Gpwqutpp ppwwuwgubinc
uppwquwl Lwywwnwyhl:

Upwd UwunlyGwuh ophuwyny UuGppusniwd, dGup, hpp
nwlwlygwywl  Gphuwwuwpnutbp,  UYp  JGpwhwuwnwwnblupe
JGp hwiwpwywu ywdeu no nifunnp JG6p hwypGuppht G hwy
dnnnynLpnhu hwunkw, Uhouin aguintind Ubp gbpwgnju bwyywunwyhu®
wquwuwn, wulwhu GL Jhwgbw Iwywuwnwupl:

Lhyn; Unpwitwl puwod k. «Gpp
gh26npp quwy, Uinkp atp hnghp
uGUbwyp bGL fuoubgkp abp
hunéh htGun GL putp, wpntop
whuwwntp Ep hwj dnnnynnh
hwdwnp, huswkbu Upwdp, Bntnp
Ep wjbpwl wuabwagnh, nppwl
Wpwdp, wninctp Ep abp wdpnne
UGwlpp  hwy  dnnnypnhl,
huswtu Upwidp...»:
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2 Unuhly Upgnrdwltwl Wwwnuil, Uughu 2018

Lncuwlywphy” Swpnie Swuwwbwlu

Wuhuwp Yp hwdwptd ywpé wnnntpnd uGpyuywgub]p hwy wggh wbnwlwungetbwl
JGpwaouniunp, Yynpéwuntdtl hwphipwinp tnwphubp Guge, hwwywu hnnGpndu puwy,
np Unjuhuplb hpwp Jpu En” hpwgnpéniwé hGpnuluGpne wppund, 28 Uwjhu 1918-h:
Uwyuwju Uhpwyt Lwjwwuwnbwl wyn pnrwywltl nwphubp wnwe wywwnytpwgnig quy,
GEpp puwt hp «Gpg wquunnieGwly pwbwuwnbnénetwu JUES.

«Gu wupwppwn Jh dwunty
EpynL atnpu wwpgbgh

GL hd wuqop phLGpny
Uqwunniehiul gpytgh»

6hzn Ep wlgop Ehup hpwydhdwyny, pwyg nLdtn Ehup Ywdend: huswEu nudtnypuwhug, Gpp
hwyj wqqgp duncun tnnintwé En UpwduBpne, outpne, UpihyGwuuGpne, npnue pwnwghonklu
wuqgon pttpnd wqwuwniphtlp gplbght®™ wnweunpntind, JntGind, Juquwybpwbind
twywunwgpnwywlu Jwpntp (Uwpnwpwwwon, Fwy Uywpwl, wwpwehihuk), npnug
2unphpL hwy wqgp wnwoht htpehu hpynittgue Gpypnpn gbnwuwwunLeGUE Jp G
JGpuwinhu nwpdwt hnnh G yGunwywunetwl wnkp waga:

W, wjn wugop Jwuntyp wnnng duwg 900 optn, www 7 1 nwphubp nudwpwhnitguwt,
uwywyt 1991 Ubwwnbdptn 2 1-hu JEpwybunwuwguwe 6L hp wqwwnniehiup hhdukg wiju
hhdghu Jpwy, gnp hp bwhuwhwpGpp wpbwu guny YGpunwd Epl:

duinp htpnultpnn, thuine quLwyutpnen, huy dnnndnipn, thuwine nL wwpéwup unthpbwy
htpnultp dunn 3wy 3Gnwthnfuwywu Ywlwygnietwl:
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3 Qtnpg Qpawtwl

Swy dnnnynLtpnp wwpwo £ swpswpwupny
|lGgniu YEwle Up, pwjg wuyk JEY nuwp wnwo
UpgwiL hwulh hp nwpGpne Gpwghl, npu Ep
nGulG] Swjwunwup wquwwn G wulwpu:

28 Uwhu 1918-hu  o6unlun  wnuwt
Swjwunwlh hwupwwtGwnuehtup® Upwd
UwunwyGwluh Uwhiwgwhnipbwdp, JGpe
nuGiny (@nLpphny Jupawyndutpniu
Swywunwuh ypwy: Uu Uwyhu 28-L Gpwétg
junenietwl  funphpnwlpwuh™ pnnp
gnhtGpnit pwdhwd wpbwdp YGpunnLwd,
GL tdhwunnbg hwdwu  wppuwphpl, 6L
dwlwirwun f@nLpphny, np huwy dnnnL[n\l.nnD
dhain nnp £ GL whwph duwy hgop  hp
uGthwywl, wquun 6L wuywhu hwyptuheppu
hnnhu Jnuwy:

Whwrwuhly JGup yp wolutlup 100-wdtwyp
Swjwunnwuh  wnwoht  wuwhunipbwl,
hwwpuinietwdp  pwpdpwgltiny  Jtp
Gnwgnu npop hp Yuwpdhp, Juuwnun G
Lwplowagnju gnjutpny

18 [1918-2018|

Uwwpwl, Uwhu 2018
Lncuwliywphy” Swpnie Swuwwtwlu

whuwnhph — pnipp - Unnutpp: - Wuon
hwywpwoptl GL nLpwhunietwdp Yp jhoGUp
n. jp wolbup hwyng wwuwdnLptwl
wdtUEl wudnnwlwih jwnpwluwyutGptEu
Jtyp:

Wuop hwy dnnnynipnp Yp hwdwpneh wyl
pwhinnwenn wqggbtpEu JeEyp, np wnhpep
nlubgwe  wbuuGnt  php hwpBuheppu
wuywhuncehilp, h wwuwnhL JdGp
hGpnuuGpnLu, npnup hptug wpbwu guny
UGpintEght wqwu GL wulywhu hwypGuhge:
Wuop Swjwuwnwlup dJwu yp Ywaqdk
hwdwhuwnhwjhu punwuhpht® nluGLwiny
hn nhpep w2huwnphh pwputuhl Ypwy:



utlp wwwht wktnp E  qgqulp
dép  UwpuwhwyptGpntt Jdnwé  Gpee
dwywunwdwpunbpnd” Uwpnwpwwwwnny,
Awpwehthubny GLFw) Uwwpwuny: Unwlg
wju hGpnulutGpnllu, npnup wwjpwptgwl
GL  phpGug wpphtup pEwitGght  Jwul
hwjptEuppht wuywhunyetwl, JGup wjuop
wndwuh wyhuwh spuwhue nluGLwne wgquiwn
GL wuywhu hwyptuhe dp hp hqop pwuwyny
nL wynjeny:

Utp bwpuwhwpGpp nwpGpne pupwgeht
hptlg wpptup  pwhEinY  hwypGuhphl
hwdwp® uGpniunuGpniu opphlbwy nwipawl,
nn wnkEtp nwntwlu G wwunwwluBl
hwyptuhghu uncpp hnntGpp: Wuwhuny, JdGp
Unhghtwwpwpl EjupgButpluwhiwhwpGpp
GL hGpnuutpp: Wuop, hipwpwlshp hwy
wEwpe £ dppunn wywwnpwuwn pywy, npwktugh
atnp atnph nwiny Iwjwuwnwup ycpwotlup
wGlh hqop GpYyph up:

Swrop upwnph  wjuopn Uthhtnph YJwpg
dp  quwnniputpne dte  wyWuwyunn  E,
nn hwypGUwuhpnLehlup wwluwd
E  Gppunwuwpnniebwlu  JEg. wjuop
ny JdbEy ubpnun  hpwentup nlbp
IU3rcuuubrrni@hrl-n unuy pwn dp
wpébine. Jdb6p LwpuwhwypGpp  yGwupeh
gund upptGght nL  wwpwtght JdGp
hwyptuhep, huy wyuop guitwih £, np wpnktu
GppunwuwpnuGpne  juwe Jdp uyuwd E

Unpulgut| hwyptuheh utpp:

PLpwpwtshep hwywEng Ewywpunwenpqquy
hwjpGUwuppnetwdp nWuwnhwpwytino
jwonpn utpniunUtpp, npwtugh wunup
synputgutl  hptug ubpp  hwypGuhehu
hwuntw GL pEL nL phyntup Ywuqubiny
wunp® hwiwwwl, np d6up hgop Bup, Gpp
Jhwulwywd Gug:

Uhwiwupy dwdwluwyp hwuwé E ubgniy
yuwugutinL hwypEuhpht GLpwliwyht, UplsbL
np hwulhup Jtnp gbpwagnu Lwywwnwyhu®
wquwwn, wbywhu L Uhwgbw 3wjwuwnwupl:

3 Uhwnp//100 UdGwy

[1918-2018] 19



A BRIEF BREAKDOWN OF ARMENIA'S

MILITARY POWER

Areg Aprahamian

Since the April War, Armenia has invested a
lot of time, money and effort to improve the
capabilities of its armed forces. These im-
provements include the acquisition of new
military equipment, the installation of new
systems along the front line with Azerbaijan,
investments in the national military-industrial
complex, and some administrative changes.
We can say that these past two years have
greatly contributed to the strength of the Ar-
menian armed forces, so that they become
again the most powerful military force in the
Caucasus. Changes in the top echelon of the
military in addition to the purchase and devel-
opment of state-of-the-art military equipment
are two very important points to consider.

First, the fight against corruption in the military,
which has been a problem since the creation
of the first regular units in the early 1990s,
was a big step forward for the country. Be-
fore 2016, we had seen everything: evasions
of conscription, theft of food for soldiers, col-
lusion. The last conflict was an awakening for
the Armenian government and was one of the
reasons for the dismissal of Seyran Ohanian
and the appointment of Vigen Sargsian as
Minister of Defense. We must also remember
the arrest of three logistics officers and the
dismissal of the Deputy Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces, Lieutenant-General Haykaz
Baghamian. The army is moving in the right
direction, slowly but surely. Everything is not
perfect, but if the trend continues, the armed
forces will be completely cleansed of corrup-
tion in the near future.
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Secondly, the military equipment. The con-
flict in April 2016 shows once again
that the training and the morale
of the troops are more important
than the amount of armament that

the adversary has. Azerbaijan, although
having more fighters, ammunition and other
military equipment, failed to break through
the defense of the Artsakh army. In spite
of everything, the Armenian generals had a
great need for long-range artillery, radar and
modern anti-aircraft defenses to counter the
new gear of the enemy. Arms bought by Ar-
menia in 2015 arrived mostly in the summer
of 2016, just in time to participate in the mil-
itary parade on 21 September. Among these
weapons are the BM-30 (Smerch) multiple
rocket launcher system, with a range of 90
km, the TOS-1A thermobaric multiple rock-
et launcher system (Sontsepyok), the Infauna
electronic countermeasure radar. (also used
by Russian VDV units) and Avtobaza and, fi-
nally, the Iskander-E ballistic missile system,
with a range of 300km and can carry a nucle-
ar warhead.



2017 was also a year of rearmament for Ar-
menia. A 100 million dollar contract is signed
with Russia that includes the purchase of
9K333 (Verba) anti-aircraft hand-held mis-
siles, 9M133 (Kornet) anti-tank missiles,
RPO-A (Shmel) thermobaric rocket launcher,
Tigr light armored vehicles and more. Armenia
also decides to upgrade its armored forces by
modernising its T-72 tanks to the T-72B3M/B4
version (which makes the T-72 an equal of the
T-90MS tank).

The development of the local military-indus-
trial complex is also a priority for the minis-
try of defense. The “ArmHiTec-2018” Arms
Exhibition has shown the general public the
achievements of Armenian weapon engineers

and technicians in recent years. In the fore-
ground, kamikaze, regular and reconnais-
sance UAVs, sniper rifles, pistols, radars, in-
fra-red systems and remote controlled turrets.
Some rumors would suggest a tank model
(secret, for now) will be unveiled in the early
2020s. The country still has a long way to go
before becoming a major exporter in this area,
but he is going in the right direction.

However, caution is required, since the power
of a country goes through its economy, not its
military strength. The war against Azerbaijan
should not distract us from internal economic
and social problems. Nevertheless, the armed
forces remain an important factor in contem-
porary Armenian society.
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SAnLincdp

3nyhYy YEnhyEwl

Uthptnph Jte hwy Gphunwuwpnht uwwnUwgnn wdblwdtd JunwuqutGptu
JEyp antnedu £, np wnwo Yne quiy onwin wynjrubpne htwn pthnudEl: Ownwip
wynputpnu htwn 2thnudp uthhinph Jkp wupuntuwidtih £ Ydpwhunwpwn,
uwyuwjl, ndwlp ownwputpne htwn thnusind pninpndhu Yp Unnuwl hptug
hupunrehitup, uwynpeUu nL yeugwnuyht pwpetpu no undnpniehibltpp,
GL hpGug Jtp Ywpdwunwlw) ownwpwuhpnehtll nL onnwpwdniniehilp,
npnup h JdGpon) wywwnéwn yp nwnuwl Jdbp Gphunwuwpnnietwu ancgndhl:

UGup, ppptL nwpwenp wwwdngehtt o wyne nutgnn dnnnynipnh
quiLwyutp, Jtp ywpunwywunipehtul £ ywhwwtb] bwhu J6p hupuncehlp,
den  wagquwyuniphiup, hwpEUwuhpnyehttl N juwnyuwku™  wynyen,
unynpniehilGpu nu pwpebpp: et hwy Gphunwuwpnp sywhwywluE G
jwonpn uGpniunubpnit sthnpuwligE wyu wpdtpUubpp, www A whwh
put: UGp épuinhu wwpwpeu E wu JdEyp, npwbu hwy wqggh quiwyubp,
npwytu  SGnwuwwuniphtt wwypwéd  pwyg G JGpwwypwd  waqgh
qurwyutbp, owpnniwéd pwyg hwy dJduwgqwd dnnnynipnh  quicwyutp:

bd Ywpdhendu, hwbgh nwuwnhwpwyniehtup Yp ubuh JdGp wninduGptu
UGpu, Uwp® owwputGpne hGn wdnwibnuehlulGpE funwowihGind B
Jwagutind hwj punnwuhp, www' hwjjwywu Jupdwpwl jwdwhuGinyd, npncu
Unnpht LwbL jwéwpubind J6p hwywywu Gytntghutpp, wynwdpubpu no
bwynpewhu Jpniehluutpp, npnup JG66 nGpwywuwwnpniehtl nlbhu hwy
Gphunwuwpnhl hwytgh nwunhwpwyniehil thnfuwugtbine gnpdpupwghu Jko:

LwbL onwpuGnni hGuin pthnlgnd, ny pE Unnuwlp JGn hupuniehiup GLnwnUwlp
otnwpwdnjubp nL olnwpwukputp, wy wwhwwltue UEp wgguwyhu nght, UBup
dwlopwgltup onwnpht Utp pwpetpl nL unynpnuehLulbpp, huswtu Lwbe JGn
dwynjep, npntgptup onnwnptEl Jhuwyu wyt hus np Yp hwdwwwwnwupuwUuE JGn
duinwjunietwl, hus np Ypuwy quipguwgutne pwpbuct JGp YEugwnu ne yGwlph
puprwgpp, npntaptup2hUAy, (WLl nLophbwyEfu GLhErnLduwlpnnhnLwltphy
GpGLnypUGPEL, npnup anunudh GL héwgnudh hhduwywu wywwbwnutpu Gu:

Npwktu hwy Gphunwuwnpn, Yp pwowtnbd Jwlwiwln hwywywu wynwdplutp
Jwéwputp, npnhGwntl uthhunph Jbg hwy duwine Jhwy gpwiwywultpp Yp
hwunhuwuwu JGp wyndpubpp:




On the 2nd Centennial of the

First Republic

Khachig Joukhajian

The year is 2118. The streets of Glendale have
imprints of Armenians everywhere. There are church-
es strewn all across town, with their unique pointed
domes. There are museums, monuments, murals, Art-
sakh Street, and a TUMO center. Out-of-towners who
notice ask about the distinct cultural presence all over
the city. They receive the same response every time:

- “Oh that’s Armenian culture. They actually used to be
a majority here, but they’re all but gone now.”

- “What happened to them?”

- “Well, they came here about 100-150 years ago,
prospered, and then moved back to their homeland.”

This scenario repeats in Watertown, Toronto, Buenos
Aires, even Beirut. Armenians have left their mark in
their host cities, but hardly any representatives remain.
They contributed much to these cities, but they’re
gone now.

This is not another tragic tale in the story of the Ar-
menian people in a history too often marked by cy-
cles of catastrophe and survival. No. This is a tale
of triumph. Armenians are scarce in these places,
because they have nearly all gone and rebuilt their re-
public - nnthuny nL tnnLpny. They have made a life for
themselves, established a future for their children and
grandchildren. And, they are happy. They are happy
in the classical sense; they seem to have attained eu-
daimonia, flourishing, well-being, true happiness.

When one walks down the streets of Yerevan, it’s hard
to ignore the sounds of all the accents, dialects and
standards of Armenian being spoken, not to mention all
the different languages diasporans brought with them.
The unsuspecting tourist might have the impression
that this is a multi-ethnic city, full of foreign nationals.
And sure, there are plenty who come to do business
with the “Emerald Mountain Republic,” as the country
came to be known after its economic upsurge.

However, for the most part, the diversity attained in
Armenia is a result of the dissolution of those commu-
nities dispersed across the globe - what was formerly
known as the Diaspora. That dissolution was a centu-
ry-long process, in a series of migration movements.
Some called it tebi yergir, a term that carries political
connotations involving nation-building. Others called it
repatriation to the homeland. Others still, tracing their
roots to Western Armenia, took issue with that term.
There were even some who were deeply connected to
their country of birth, and they called themselves ex-
pats who moved to Armenia. However, it seemed not
to matter what they called it. Pedantic debates over
definitions and distinctions gave way to action. One
thing became clear, the diasporans were moving to
their republics (back then Armenia and Artsakh were
two separate states). And, as they came from their
host countries, they brought their inherited cultures
and languages with them, something the government
deemed an asset, rather than a threat. One can hear
French here, Spanish there, Portuguese, Italian, and
so on. But for all this diversity, there is also a profound
sense of unity amongst the people. Most Armenians
can comfortably speak both Eastern as well as West-
ern Armenian, and linguists are fascinated by how new
colloquial forms of the language have emerged as well.
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Those who share a background sometimes tend to
seek one another out, but the broad social landscape
is one most seek to traverse. Communities based
on host-country of origin exist, which helps to keep
foreign languages alive in the country, but generally
everyone interacts with everyone, since Armenian is
the lingua franca. They enjoy sharing their experienc-
es and inherited cultures with one another, turning the
people of this country into global citizens simply by
virtue of their local interactions. Somewhere along the
way, Armenians seem to have embraced the mosaic
makeup of their nation/trans-nation. They did not shed
themselves of their families’ ancestries, but embraced
their differences along with their commonalities.

This appearance is not unique to Yerevan, either. Plac-
es like Vanadzor, Dilijan, and Gyumri have become
bustling centers, each with its distinct appeal. Stepa-
nakert and Shushi, though small in size, are arguably
the most beautiful Armenian cities. Initially, most came
to settle in Yerevan, but visionaries who saw the im-
mense potential of these places fashioned cities en-
vied by the East and West alike. However, the village
communities are perhaps more enviable still. Whereas
true farming communities were disappearing all over
the world a century earlier, Armenia led the way in the
re-emergence of traditional farming by drawing from
their own past practices, as well as by studying prac-
tices still extant in rural communities such as those
in China and Japan. Of course, there are a number of
large industrial farms, much needed to feed the 30 mil-
lion population of Armenia, but the food produced by
the small farms are what the people usually seek out.
The architecture of the villages, once dilapidated and
using cheap aluminum roofing, now features designs
from around the world, reflecting styles of European
and Armenian houses and villas from the high middle
ages all the way through contemporary sustainable
housing designs, varying from region to region, always
drawing tourists from abroad. See, Armenian archi-
tects brought design ideas with them from around the
world as well.
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As education improved, architecture was
incorporated into the curriculum, and as
civic engagement per capita increased,
the new generations had local public dis-
course about what they wanted their com-
munities to look and feel like. They realized
the significance of the physical landscape on everyday
life, and made informed decisions regarding these is-
sues. They realized that the underdeveloped state of
much of the country was an opportunity, a playground
for design experiments. In the towns of Javakhk, for
example, they implemented a revival of 19th century
Thilisi, with intricately carved woodwork on balconies.

Education was a key in Armenia’s current
flourishing state. One of the first big moves was
of course the centers of creative technology. Spaces
like those of TUMO and COAF empowered youth
by fostering creativity and tech skills. An-
other major player in the country’s development was
Teach for Armenia, who found individuals with lead-
ership qualities and sent them to underdeveloped
communities for two years at a time. These young
teachers were mostly from Armenia, but diasporans
came too in due time, and they gave hope to students
in disadvantaged situations, equipped them to be-
come leaders, and taught them to take ownership of
their communities and country. Higher education also
took a turn, when wealthy Armenians from around the
world began to fund renowned scholars in just about
every field -- from Humanities to STEM -- to teach in
Armenian universities as visiting professors. By bring-
ing in the best and brightest, Armenia’s universities
produced hosts of brilliant graduates, who turned the
private and public sectors of Armenia into the shining
star of the Caucasus.

Eventually, a new intelligentsia emerged, one that sur-
passed the Zartonk era thinkers, raising the academic
standard to that of Oxford and Cambridge.



Finally, the Diaspora made a transition, from simply
providing financial and material resources, to one
of knowledge and skill sharing. The focus shifted to
increasing the value of the country’s human
capital, by training the citizens in everything from
healthcare and IT, to construction and automotive
maintenance. Efforts came from Diaspora organiza-
tions big and small, from individual initiatives as well
as international NGO projects, and the results were
astounding. Armenia became an exemplar
for the world. The model was repeated in Ireland
and Greece, and is currently being attempted in many
other countries. In a broad sense of the word, it was
education that brought Armenia to where it is today.

The first generations of repats missed a few things. The
roads weren’t great, so they missed driving fast in their
nice cars. Once the beautifully paved multi-lane high-
ways were complete though, trips to Artsakh could be
made in just three hours time. Those who want more
can go drive on the Autobahn, and with Armenia’s ver-
sion of RyanAir, quick, $20 flight to Berlin, and about
the same to most cities in the geographic neighbor-
hood. Armenians do a lot more traveling now, add-
ing to their appearance as citizens of the world.

Hospitality was one of the first industries in young
Armenia, and when the Diaspora started coming in
waves, they brought dishes from their host countries
with them. The Syrian Armenians were the
first. They broadened the culinary land-
scape with dishes like Armenian beef tartare (chi-
kufte) and delicious dumpling yogurt soup (manti). The
South American repats who opened restaurants had
to import many ingredients. However, there had been
pioneers who’d been growing quinoa and chia seed
there since the early 21st century, and others followed
this example, farming what crops they could for the
growing demand in international cuisine.

As for cured meats, a few guys went to train with Italian
masters, and began producing prosciutto di parma,
capicola, and gourmet sausages. Today, the country
boasts some of the best artisanal meats in the world.

One can find just about every kind of restaurant in
Armenia, including Asian cuisine. Even though there
weren’t many Armenians in that part of the world, the
economic boom made it quite easy to recruit chefs
from the region, who were embraced not just by
repats, but also by the khash loving locals (after all,
pho and ramen aren’t too far off). In a word, Arme-
nia has become a top destination for gas-
tro-tourism.

How did this process get under way? Well, it started
with some benevolent philanthropists, some revolu-
tionaries, and a handful of corrupt officials taking it too
far. By the time the peaceful, yet spirited revolution was
over, there was a widespread sense of hope
in the future of Armenia, which translated
into organized, as well as individual efforts
towards serious nation-building. At first, for
the most part, what you had was optimism--optimism
in what the government would do for Armenia. This
mode would have surely failed. It would have resulted
in the government failing to deliver on their promises,
and in the return of those seeking their own private in-
terests. It would have resulted in the return of corrup-
tion and theft and continued exploitation of the poor
and working classes. Instead, this government was
looking for cooperation, and fortunately, the transna-
tional Armenian population did not settle for optimism
and sit on the sidelines.

They heard the words of Cornel West, that “there is
a need for audacious hope. And it’s not optimism....
optimism is a notion that there’s sufficient evidence
that would allow us to infer that if we keep doing
what we’re doing, things will get better. | don’t be-
lieve that. I’'m a prisoner of hope, that’s something
else. Cutting against the grain, against the evidence.”
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“Hope and optimism are different. Optimism tends to
be based on the notion that there’s enough evidence
out there to believe things are gonna be better, where-
as hope looks at the evidence and says, ‘It doesn’t
look good at all. Doesn’t look good at all. Gonna go
beyond the evidence to create new possibilities based
on visions that become contagious to allow people
to engage in heroic actions always against the odds,
no guarantee whatsoever.”” Armenians realized
that they needed to act, in a marathon-runner,
long-term-commitment fashion, with well thought out,
goal-oriented action. Diaspora organizations all direct-
ed their efforts towards Armenia. Teams of architects
and engineers were sent over to build quality housing
and infrastructure. Centers were opened that trained
citizens in civic engagement, libraries were built and
filled with literature in all subjects (texts which were
largely unavailable before), and thousands of transla-
tions to and from Armenian were completed in just a
few years.

One of the primary resources in this regard was a
crowdfunding website, designed specifically for Arme-
nian needs. Donors could find campaigns that fit their
concerns, and those who told the best story and con-
sistently reported on their progress got the most fund-
ing, while half-baked ideas and scams were quick-
ly flagged and bagged. This democratized the field,
eliminating the dependency on large organizations.
Anyone with planning, marketing, and implementation
skills could carry out their project, speeding up the
nation-building process. A patronage feature allowed
donors to find artists, writers, and scholars, so that
they could consistently fund what they considered the
most talented and valuable work. It turned out that the
Diaspora was looking for ways to contribute, and this
format allowed them to connect with the projects they
wanted to see realized most and the locals they could
collaborate with best.
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This tebi yergir movement didn’t focus on Armenia di-
rectly. Rather, with an emphasis on Armenia as a via-
ble home for future generations, the long-time Diaspo-
ra project of hwjwyGpunnid/hwywdwynid (cultivation
of Armenian [identity]) gained a more focused purpose
and direction. And so, Armenian language and history
teachers were paid large salaries, enough to raise a
family on, and in result many came to compete for the
position. Suddenly, highly effective teachers came on
the scene, and soon enough students were not just
reading higher level texts, like those of Aghpalian, Va-
rantian, Nichanian, and Beledian, but were also doing
critical analysis, having well-articulated discourse on
aesthetics, political theory, ethics, theology, and the
like. Scholarships in Armenian Studies became widely
available, and grants were made available for research
in subjects from public health and psychology to po-
litical science and philosophy, all with an emphasis on
Armenia.



These are just some examples - glimpses into the
world of a flourishing people. | could also talk about
how their structures have all been rebuilt, how their
literature is now read around the world (in translation
as well as original), how their music is heard every-
where - operas, festivals, award winning film scores,
and so on. But, the point of this exercise is to show
possibilities, with the hope that they’re re-
alized. As | was writing this article, someone showed
me a recently defended PhD dissertation from Yerevan
State University, about utopia as a modeling schema
for the future. | write this article with that in mind, as an
exercise in projecting a partial picture of the Armenia |
would like to see. Some of the projections were ftrivial
or silly, others serious and essential. | think each of us
should develop a detailed vision of their ideal future
for Armenia, and work towards achieving it. | like to
think of relationships as people dreaming together. If
enough Armenians start dreaming together, we might
just create a new Armenia.

At first, the goal wasn’t to dissolve the Diaspora, but
eventually that’s what happened, because the more
they succeeded in their efforts and the healthier the
Diaspora became, the more diasporans became con-
nected to Armenia, thus sowing the Diaspora’s eventual
demise. As long as it maintained a stagnant existence,
it fed its own existence, through a quasi-nationalistic
cognitive dissonance that never fully committed to
the Republic. Once the orientation shifted toward the
homeland, the Diaspora became active, cooperative,
and flourishing. In business terms, they worked them-
selves out of a job. Over the course of decades, dias-
porans nearly all became repats, even many of those
who were Armenian on just one grandparent’s side.

Artwork by Art James West [Alan Heuer]
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