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EDITORIAL

Mainly during the few years, we have witnessed
the development of two specific mentalities in
the Armenian-American community, but particularly in
the Armenian-American (whether American-born or not)
youth.

These two mentalities ‘‘unanimously’ condemn
previous efforts to advance the Armenian Cause; they
suggest that “*for the sake of the Armenian People®’, the
revolutionary ideology, tactics and terrorist acts
which qualify as *‘a waste of time*’ — must be abandoned
and that those who advocate these ideologies must come
to their senses, in order to become “‘politically mature’’
and to work in the ‘‘right’’ direction. The first mentality
claims that we must take advantage of the many possibil-
ities offered by the American democracy by getting in-
volved within the American political machine to advance
the Armenian Cause. The second mentality claims that the
time has come to set our childish stubborness and
to attempt to reach an agreement with the Turkish gov-
erniment by sitting down and establishing a *‘dialogue’’.
These “‘realistic”’ mentalities (just how realistic they are,
we don't know) also go one step further by giving birth
to new organizations, which are generally negative roward
the established Armenian parties, attempting to prepare
““politically mature’’ youths who, by throwing themselves
into the American political arena or by starting negotia-
tions between the Turks and the Armenians, can become
the flagbearers for the promotion of the Armenian Cause.

Undoubtedly, these two mentalities contain some
basic truths. However, they will eventually become im-
practical and unrealistic. therefore wrong, when they be-
come goals and even the only means of a struggle.

First, we reject the naive mentality that the freedom
of the Armenian People consists of the active participa-
tion within American politics by the Armenian masses and

especially by the Armenian youth (we haye seen many
articles expressing this). It is necessary 10 infiltrate, says

this mentality, and to use the political machine for the
advantage of the Armenian People; basically a noble idea,
but impractical. We find the use of the relatively miser-
able potential of the Armenian People — financial,
manpower, vote, etc. — to be an impossible method of
leaving a reasonable impression and dislodging the balance
of the American imperialist stance in order to secure a
United States position in favor of the Armenians. Political
efforts are necessary, but far from being enough. To leave
an impression on the statesmanship of a country — for
the purposes of propaganda — is a good thing. But to
centralize all our efforts there and to have faith in the cap-
rices of a politically unfateful world is unacceptable to
us. As revolutionary and ideological youths, we find a
direct struggle, revolutionary tactics, necessary where
political efforts may only play a partial role.

Second, it must be clear to those of the second men-
tality that the Armenian People has always been ready for
a dialogue, but only with the condition that the leaders of
the Turkish government recognize the historically proven
just rights and basic demands of the Armenian People
— of which we are sure the Turks are well aware — and
only at this time will these negotiations take on a serious
and meaningful nature The Armenian must make no com-
promise until the Armenian demands are met. During the
past sixty-five years, the doors of the Armenian People
have been open to negotiations. And we wonder why all
the peaceful demonstrations, political gatherings and peti-
tions were used, if not to say that it is time to solve the
issues peacefully. All this happened with the utmost ef-
fort to keep peace and *‘with the deep conviction that a
peaceful coexistence is finally inevitable and irreplaceable
between the Armenians and the Turks. Apparently, it is
not only the Armenian who needs to be convinced of this”,
but others must also be convinced. We will convince, if
convincing is needed.

FROM NOW ON

Who cares anyway?

The chance of failure

Now lies clearly even greater,

And we’re still merely wasting away. — Idon’t
— ITcan’t
Who cares anyway?

The victims and their cries

Are wiped clean from our minds,

And the crime is too old to repay.

Who cares anyway?
When we work ana we prosper
Why lose it forever
All for foolish dreams of yesterday.

— I’m too young
— DI’'mtoo far
— I’m too happy
I’'m too busy.
— I don’t know
— Idon’tlearn
— I don’t want to...
— I don’t need to...
— Idon’tcare...

Who cares anyway?

Still they talk of a place

For a people, for a race

That was ours, and is ours
From its ruins to its towers.

So it’s our right — but who cares...
And it’s just — but who cares...
We must fight — but who cares...
To build for us —
It’s too bad,
It's so frightfully sad.

LAURA
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Explosive bombing

] 1588 (87.6 %)

Incendiary bembing
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Kidnapping 263 (7.9%)
Assassination 246 (7,4%)
iy o METHODS:

Letter bombing 186 (5.5%)

Hijacking 100 (3.0%)
Break.in 78 (2.3%)
Barricade, hostage 73 (2.2%)
Sniping (2%
Other torms B7 (2.6%)
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HOW ATTACKS
OCCURRED

TERRORIST ACTIVITIES

During 1979, the terrorist activities in the Middle
East have been less in number, yet they have been the
cause of more deaths.

Last year, 587 people died under terrorist blows. But
in only the first two months of 1980, already 98 people
were killed, which, on the average, is about the same num-
ber as last year.

During the coming years, government officials, gene-
rally in the Middle East, Europe, and South America,
can become the targets of such attacks.




CENTRAL AMERICA:

Despite the fact that they are over a small spread,
the seven countries which form Central America have
become basic centers of struggle and revolution. During
the past hundred years, Central America had become a
source of economic wealth and political power for the
United States. However, the present wave of revolutions
which has spread throughout these countries has now
established a bad situation for the American economy and
government.

@ Nicaragua, which until last year was considered
to be America’s 51st state, is today governed by the San-
dinistas, who overthrew the Somoza government about
one year ago.

® Despite the efforts of the American government,
the six-month military government of El Salvador is on
its way to destruction, and revolution is soon to begin.

@ Honduras, which served as a refuge for Nicara-
gua’s revolutionaries, is today at the treshold of revolu-
tion itself.

EDUCATIONAL

DEMOCRACY

The word ““democracy’’ is derived from the Greek words
“‘demos’’, meaning people, and ‘‘kratos’, meaning gov-
ernment.

Democracy was first implemented in ancient Rome,
Before the democratic ideology was developed, it was gen-
erally thought that the king was the representative of the
people and ruler of their country. It was this injustice
which made the people realize that by electing capable
citizens, they could form a more fair government.

Democracy is a form of government. It is a social-
political system in which the government is in the hands
of the people.

Democracy is practiced in two ways: presidential
and parliamentary, In some countries such as Turkey and
Israel, the Prime Minister has full authorization, while
in countries such as the United States, the President has
more of a veto power,

The ideology of democracy includes the basic ideals
of freedom and equality, Hence, this governmental sys-
tem of democracy must provide and protect the basic
freedoms of both the individual and society; for exam-
ple, freedom of speech, thought, press, religion, politic-
al preference, election, etc. In other words, one's social,
political, and economic freedoms, as well as human
equality can be protected by a democratic system. These
democratic principles are also applied in ideal socialist
systems, because *‘Democracy is an indivisible characteris-
tic of socialism.”" Without socialism, Ireedom and eguality
cannot be complete, and without democracy, socialism
becomes forceful and oppressive.

A Furnace of Revolution

@ In Guatemala, the dictatorship regime with its
bases, is constantly the target of the blows of the fast
growing revolutionary movement.

@ Panama, since it gave refuge to the deposed Shah,
has become the stage for the demonstrations of studerits
and revolutionaries. For the importance of its Panama
Canal, Amnerica is using every effort to suppress the possi-
bility of a revolution. However, the hopes of a people’s
struggle are being raised.

@ Costa Rica, which had received a title of peace
and which never even felt the need for an army, is today
eyewitness to the expanding claims and appeal of the
people. :

The condition of Central America is seriously wor-
rying the White House. The present situation in Ameri-
ca’s indirect neighboring countries, and even the possi-
bility of a forthcoming revolution in Mexico poses a dan-
gerous conflict for American politics and causes a limita-
tion on America’s international appetite.
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CONSTRUCTIVE
CRITICISM?

Most probably for the first time, we Armenians have
been viewed objectively by an outsider looking in. This
outsider is Bella Stumbo, a Los Angeles Times staffl
writer, who has written a lengthy expose of the Armenian
community of Los Angeles. It was printed in the June
8th issue of the Times and was entitled ““L.A. Armen-
ians: the Trauma of- Finding a Self-Image’’,and is said to
be the first in a series of articles concerning ethnic minor-
ities of Los Angeles.

Fully equipped with photographs, the article views al-
most every aspect of the Armenians, including some an-
cient Armenian history, the 1915 massacres, the Republic
of Armenia, communities of the Diaspora, statistics
relating to emigration and immigration, political parties
and their ideologies, and Armenian schools and students.
But aside from the facts presented in the article, there are
several personal views presented by the author which may
not be to the liking of many Armenians. Some of these
views are reluctantly easy to agree wn while others pro-
voke rather defensive feelings in Armenfan readers.

The article begins with a touchy subject for Armen-
ians: the differences in Armenians originating from
various parts of the world. The article states that foreign-
born Armenians ‘‘used ‘assimilation’ as if it was a dirty
word.”” Well why shouldn’t it be a ‘‘dirty word”’ for us
Armenians, — all Armenians? Perhaps there is truth in
saying that assimilation occurs more in America than any-
where else, but instead of arguing or throwing accusations,
shouldn’t all Armenians try to help each other to prevent
assimilation here? This entire portion of the article makes
us all look like senseless idiots. And there we have it. We
do look like idiots to those viewing us from the ouiside
with our petty arguments and insults, To the outsider,
Armenians ‘‘seem obsessed with the question of their own
identity and how to preserve it.”’

And so the article continues with an accurate historical
account of the massacres and persecution we have been
put through. It even mentions the persecution of immig-
rant Armenians in Fresno following the massacres. There
has never been much said about it before. It also men-
tions that *‘a sizable portion of the world economy still
depends on them’’ and gives names of well-known Armen-
ians. Now we look good, cultured, and successful.

But not for long. Our senselessness comes shining
through once again. The fact that Armenians living
here are ashamed of Soviet Armenian immigrants — a
sad, but true fact — is dwelled upon in the article. Rea-
sons for this embarrassment are even provided. For exam-
ple, part of the reason is ‘“political’’. According to the
article, nationalists believe that Armenians should stay
home to maintain a stronghold in the area until the day
comes when the dream of having a [ree and independ-
ent Armenia can be realized. But the article continues on
the subject, ‘“‘none of these nationalists, however, is
prepared to move to Armenia. It is a transparent double
standard which causes most of them to look sheepish as
they explain that they can better advance the cause of Ar-

menian mdependence in the United States.”” Another
aggravating point mentioned in the article is the compar-
ison of Armenians to Jews. One Soviet Armenian immig-
rant stated, ““All Armenians do in this country is criticize
each other. They don’t stick together and try to help each
other, like the Jews.”” Could this also be a sad but true
fact? Perhaps. The article later states that the most ef-
fective program for Armenian immigrants in Los Angeles
is provided by Jews of the Young Israel Employment Bu-
reau. Now this is extremely aggravating. Shouldn’t we be
ashamed of this? Must we turn our compatriots away and
subject them to so much prejudice that they have to go to
non-Armenian institutions for help. just because we
believe that they should remain in the homeland? Doesn’t
it sound ridiculous?

To top it all off, the article discusses the painful fact
that the Armenian Church is split due to political differ-
ences. It goes on to mention exactly what those ““political
difterences’’ are, from terrorism right down to the con-
flict over the Tricolor. Suddenly, as a sort of salvation
from the embarrassment, the fact that April 24th was com-
memorated in unity is given. And thank God for that!
The article finally ends with a discouraging explanation
of Armenian politics and emotions given by a represen-
tative of the Armenian Assembly.

Overall, the author must be congratulated for her
thorough research on the Armenians. Hopefully, we Ar-
menians can realize that although we halte to admit to the
truth of much of what the article said, it was generally
accurate. Many parts of the article can be taken as cons-
tructive criticism. We are finally given the chance to see
just how we-look to those outside our circles. Some of it
was complimentary, while some was insulting. Maybe
we can utilize some of the views and information present-
ed in the article to our own advantage so that the next time
we are so extensively studied as subjects, we won’t have
these embarrassing points to include, but it will be diffi-
cult. After all, as Miss Stumbo states, “‘It is hard work
being an Armenian.”’ And there is probably more truth
in this than in anything else.
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In a recent meeting with a ‘“Le Monde'' reporter,
the new UNICEF (United Children’s Economic Fund)
president, James Grant, stated that at the present time,
Y4 af the world’s population (one million people) lives
in extreme poverty. Until now, none of the larger count-
ries have taken any serious action toward this direction,
except America.

An annual $300 per capita is considered to be a
minimum inzome. According to the latest release of the
Internatinal banks, Kuwait and the Arab countries, per
capita, have an income of over $14,500, while Bangladesh
and Laos, per capita, have an income of only $90.

According to Grant, an annual 15 million children
die, of which 13 million could be saved if they lived
in industrial countries. A rough estimate of 100 thousand
children die every three days, which means that a ‘‘Hiro-
shima’’ occurs every three days.




BEWARE OF THE WATCHFUL EYES

The KGB, the Russian abbreviation for Committee
for State Security, was founded in 1917 as Cheka, and
was known successively as GPU, OGPU, NKVD and
MGB. It is an intelligence agency, counter-intelligence
organization, and internal security police with its own
military branch. It currently has approximately 500,000
members (five times as many people involved in foreign
intelligence as the CIA and Western European spy agen-
cies combined) of which about 300,000 are uniformed
military under arms to protect Soviet borders.

This highly specialized organization is active on two
major fronts: within free and open Western societes, and
within the Soviet Union itself. The primary concern of
KGB agents in foreign countries is to gather scientific and
technical, as well military and political information,
whereas the vital domestic concern is collecting political
intelligence and manipulating and recruiting foreigners
who might influence their government’s policies.

Within the Soviet Union, the KGB keeps stern watch
over every aspect of Soviet citizen’s lives. The citizens
regard the KGB with deep distastes and fear and are
extremely cautious about expressing their thoughts and
feelings. The internal KGB occupies itself by silencing
domestic critics and concentrates on dissident movements.
In fact, one highly publicized KGB responsibility is to rid
the USSR of dissenters. Of the current 2,000,000 who are
imprisoned in the Soviet penal system, 10,000 are impri-
soned for their religious, intellectual, or political beliefs.
The KGB operates prison camps and mental hospitals,
directs the Soviet campaign against dissidence, and can
veto applications for new jobs, visas, and university
admissions. One well-known Soviet dissident who is
exiled in Gorky, Andrei Sakharov, was recently threat-
ened to be committed to a KGB psychiatric facility un-
less he stopped issuing statements to the Western press.
Another basic attempt by the KGB to control dissen-
sion is to spread atheist propaganda within the Soviel
Union. The reason for this is that religious practices
within the Soviet Socialist Repyblics such as Armenia and
Georgia can easily give birth to a national renaissance
which eventually can lead to anti-Soviet movements. The
National Unity Party in Soviet Armenia is most obviously
closely watched by the KGB, with many of its members
already committed to KGB institutions. In fact, the KGB,
under pressure to silence dissidents and to suppress Ar-
menian nationalists, killed three innocent men in 1979.
Apparently, the three, Stepan Zadigian, Hagop Stepa-
nian and Zaven Baghdassarian, all N.U.P. members, were
falsely accused of planting a bomb in a Moscow subway
in 1977. Later, being the first Soviet dissidents to be
executed rather than exiled or sent to labor camps. The
KGB remains stronger in Soviet Republics of potential
anti-Soviet movements. The KGB accomplishes its internal
tasks by using a complex efficient mail and telephone
surveillance operation and by keeping dissidents, foreign
students, journalists, and diplomats under strict and

constant surveillance. For every KGB spy abroad, there
are five working within the Soviet Union on such assign-
ments.

Although in other aspects, the KGB is just as or-
ganized outside the Soviet Union. It is assumed that 24%
of Soviet diplomats in Western European embassies are
KGB agents, with 87 in West Germany, 53 in Italy, and
¥8 in Finland. In Washington, 35% of the 136 diplomats
in Soviet embassies are KGB agents under cover. The
KGB, unlike the CIA, operates more through direct
contact than through the use of electronic devices. The
agents, both male and female, are experts at disguising
themselves and at manipulating collaborators through the
use of blackmail and other tactics.

The chief of the KGB, Yuri Andropov, is the first
KGB head to join the ruling Soviet Politburo since Sta-
lin’s Laurenti Beria. He has succeeded in bringing the
KGB under complete party control rather than the prev-
ious relation of the KGB controlling the party. The
members of the KGB are recruited from the elite of the
USSR’s managerial class. They are picked for loyalty,
intelligence, and presence and family connections to the
party and agency. Once recruited, the novitiates are sent
to Moscow’s Institute for International Studies to undergo
intensive courses in foreign cultures and languages.
They become well-versed in Western languages enough
to be able to fool any native speakers of that language.
After they become official KGB agents, the members are
given special privileges in the USSR. The KGB has a bud-
get of about $10 billion as opposed to the approximate
$7 billion which the United States spends on its intelligence
agencies.

The KGB was first established by Lenin to protect
the Bolshevik Revolution and the Soviet state. It has ap-
parently achieved its purpose — perhaps even too well.
Although the KGB is considered to be the world’s largest
foreign espionnage system, it naturally has many flaws.
This is most probably a result of its enormous size and
organization. In any case, the Soviet Secret Service is
constantly getting bigger, better, and more powerful.
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A future KGB agent...?
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ARMENIAN
REVOLUTIONARIES ON
TURKISH BORDERS

Recently, the Turkish newsaper “Terjumen’’ has
written that **Armenian revolutionaries are presenting an
obstacle to transactions on the Turkish-Iranian border and,
are 4 threat to Turks carrying on business there.”

According to the “Terjumen’’, these revolutionaries’
activities in Gho, Mago, and Bazergan are trying to *‘dis-
rupt Turkish-Iranian political and economic relations
there."

This news, however, true or not, tell us that the
Turkish press (subject to government pressure) closely
follows those happenings in which the Armenian may
actually be an actor or can be accused of being one.

PALESTINIANS CHANGE

THEIR PRO-TURKISH
POSITION

The Palestinian Freedom Front unexpectedly changed
its pro-Turkish stand towards the trouble in Cyprus to
support of the Gieek position.

The new change was both a surprise and rage in
Turkish governmental circles, since meanwhile, Turkey
was using all its means to adopt a position in favor of the
Palestinian question, even to the point of offending its
allies.
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COMMENTARY

ARMENIAN
CLUB EFFORTS

The number of Armenian college students in Cali-
fornia is growing greater at a very fast pace. At UCLA
alone this year were over 250 enrolled Armenians, and
at Cal. State Northridge over 100. The Armenian com-
munity being centered in Hollywood, there are many
Armenians attending Cal. State Los Angeles. At Valley
College last semester Armenian enrollment was up to 150

All these schools have existing Armenian clubs, yet
by no means does the number of Armenian students in-
dicate the membership of the clubs. Out of these four
clubs interviewed, the maximum student attendance at
meetings was rarely over 35 this year, and most times not
more than 10 or 20. Participation in the organization of
most activities usually averages the clubs’ executive mem-
bers. And these activities are rare. Most often they con-
sist of an occasional showing of the ‘Armenian Case’ or
the *Forgotten Genocide’, a few lectures, a party ot two,
and maybe some sort of April 24th presentation.

Whatever the work of the clubs, the active members
all seem to admit to low involvement on behalf of the Ar-
menian students, Everyone seems too busy with school or
work to worry about such club activities. But if univer-
sities aren’t the place to gather enthusiasm for Armenian
activities, it would be difficult to think of elsewhere. At
universities can be found substantiai educational, politi-
cal, and even athletic sources for many club functions.

Armenian clubs could lead Armenians in several
ways. Armenians, after all, do have a cause. Working
through colleges can be one of the most respectful, bene--
ficial and public ways of perpetuating it.

Armenian college students here in California are now
ol such significant numbers that the Armenian clubs must
prove the value of their existence both to their college cam-
puses and to the Armenian community. They must do
this by having regular meetigs and continual events, They
should lead the youth in the Armenian movement both
educationally, and in activities involving important dates
like April 24 and May 28. Frankly, the way theclubs
stand now is pitiful. There is much room for improvement.
We are hopeful to see the efforts made definitely this
coming fall.
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THE ROLE OF PRESS

“It would be an exaggeration to say that the Tash-
nagtsagan press, in the past 50 years, has played a
guiding role in the Armenian national life, and most
of all it is the Tashnagtsagan literature that has nourish-
ed and still does nourish the new Armenian generation”.

ARF, PRESS AND PUBLICATION

When a people becomes slave to another nation or
government, it loses its desire to defend itself and becomes
satisfied (despite the fact that it has no reason to be
satisfied.) It prefers to live under the same conditions
rather than changing the present condition in which it
lives.

History proves that when a people realizes the situa-
ton that it is in and begins to desire a free and independent
nation and to put an end to unjust oppression, it rebels
against the ruling injustice and revolution begins.

That period during which a people finds its self-
knowledge and during which the intellectuals fill the region
with ideals of freedom, etc. is called a Renaissance period.

The Armenian Renaissance began during the early
nineteenth century when Armenians like Apovian, Na-
zarian, Nalbandian, Kamar Katiba, Aleeshan, and Khri-
mian, who had European educations and who were
affected by the situation of Armenia, began the road to
revolution, freedom, and advancement by preaching to the
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AND LITERATURE

people through the use of the press and literature.

The ARF manifesto, which had a major importance
because it represented the ARF's ideals to the people, is
the first ARF publication after which, after the publica-
tion of two more pamphlets, the printing of the Troshag
newspaper began in May of 1891.

Even today the press and literature have a great ef-
fect on the people, not only the Armenian people and
other oppressed nations, but even for free and indepen-
dent governments.

Because the press and literature are the ties between
the intellects and the common people and even between
members of the community, they are important, because
people need to express their feelings and thoughts and to
know the thoughts of those around them.

Literature itself cannot cause a revolution. However,
it, without a doubt, establishes an opportunity for the
people to awaken from their slumber.

In short, journalism is a method for propaganda
and education.

The expression of healthy thoughts educate and dev-
elop healthy generations which become the most spirited
workers for the people, the protectors of the beliefs of
the people.

SONA DABANDIJIAN
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RONALD WHO?

The presidential elections are now just a few months
away. That is probably not of much urgency to the major-
ity of our Haytoug readers, yet most of us have either
recently reached voting age, or are quickly approaching
it. It is helpful to be at least vaguely familiar with the
top candidates.

Former actor and governor Ronald Reagan is run-
ning for the Republican party. He received a major-
ity vote at the Republican Convention to act he nomi-
nation. Reagan has been needled many times for
having all the simple answers to the complicated
questions. He is a very right wing Republican in favor
of a laissez-faire system of government. That is, he
supports the deduction of government regulation of
business, including control of oil and gas prices. He also
wants the federal government out of Welfare (reducing
it to solely local and state responsibilities), Reagan believe
that low government spending would restore production
which would in turn create more jobs, goods, and services.
But he also believes in increased defense spending, his
stand being that the U.S. must show military superiorily
over Russia. In this situation, according to Reagan, arms
control agreements could have a chance. He promotes
increased U.S. propaganda in radio abroad and trade
would be as follows: he would threaten to cease trade and
technological deals with the U.S.S.R., have trade with
eastern Europe, less with China, and have free trade ag-
reements with Western Europe. Where controversial is-
sues at home are concerned, Reagan stands strong against
gun control, the ERA, and legalized abortion. He is also
in favor of capital punishment.

The Democratic party convention will decide on
either the President or Teddy Kennedy. Kennedy seems to
have been consistent in his policies as a Democrat. He
focuses on the economy, vet he does have a little to say
about foreign policy. He supports detente with the
U.S.S.R. (unlike Reagan who has no faith in it at all).
Kennedy is against defense spending and the draft. When it
romes to foreign aid he is in favor, but to non-human
rights countries, he won't go past humanitarian aid. He
doesn’t have much interest in U.S. influence abroad.
Kennedy also backs nuclear arms control. All this consi-
dered, according to a Time magazine poll, two thirds of
Kénnedy‘s followers will vote for him irrespective of his
stand on the issues.

There is another Republican in the ring. His name
is Anderson. Altough he is running as a Republican, he
is running on an independent ticket. His policies ar
substantially more moderate than those of Reagan.
Anderson seems to appeal to the young voters. He has
had overwhelming response in the nation’s universities.
Anderson differs on several counts from Reagan. He is
against the draft. He believes in the gas tan, gun control
and the public funding of abortion. Anderson certainly
has appeal, but anyone running independently has got a
slim chance at the presidency. In addition to it being
more acceptable to run on either the Republican or
Democratic ticket there are many additional financial
responsibilties for the independent candidate. This makes
an efficient campaign extremely difficult.

B e e ————— — —— e i = — e ]

The incumbent, President Carter, so tar as tht best
chance at being elected, since he is already in office. But,
President Carter is by no means a sure bet. Many Amer-
icans have no trust left in Carter, his inflation programs,
or his inconsistent foreign policy. He’s a peanut farmer.

As Armenians, we have no clear choice which can-
didate to vote for. We know that none of them will put
out any extra effort for us, but we should try to look for
the one who will hurt us the least. Nevertheless, from past
experience we know that however liberal an official, the

more he will back the minority interests, =
’ s

WHY ARE WE
AGAINST IMPERIALISM?

Ever since ancient times, there have been those
who have exploited others, those who have reigned
over others, and those who have oppressed others.
In this way, small groups, having [inancial and eco-
nomic advantages, have dominated over the groups
representing the majority by exploiting their hard
work, toil, and sweal. Because of their wealth, these
exploiters have been able to enjoy luxuries and
comfort while profiting from the unremunerated
and unrewarded work of their employees. For exam-
ple. we have been eyewitnesses to employers who
unfairly pay their workers (82 per hour) simply
because they have newly arrived in this country or
they don’t have green cards. Therefore, these work-
ers have neither the right nor the capacity to com-
plain. However, it is important to stress here that it
is not condemnable to be an employer, but it is con-
demnable for an employer to exploit his workers by
paying them unjust wages. All ol this gives birth to
the present capitalist system.

As on an individual level, exploitation also oc-
curs on national and governmental levels. There
are strong governments which, for the sole purpose
of exploiting the natural production and resources
of a smaller country, will dominate the economic
and even military aspects of the weaker country.
For example, the Western European countries, un-
til recently, had domination over the African coun-
triecs and had profited tremendously [rom their
wealth and manpower, thus bringing forth coloni-
zation and modern imperialism.

The Armenian Nation is an example of those
weak nations which have become the torch for the
profit of America, Tzarist Russia, England, Ger-
many. and France, when these strong, big govern-
ments have closed their eyes to the Turkish savagery
and massacres. and have scorned the Armenian
Question for the sake of keeping their advantages
over the Ottoman Empire or the Republic of Turkey.
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SURVEY

The following is a survey of 4 Ferrahian High
School students. Two of the students (C and D) were
born in the United States and two (A and B) were
born in the Middle East.

Through this survey we have tried to identify
the difference in mentality of Armenian students
from various parts of the world.

1. Where do you consider your homeland?
a) Armenia b)Iran c¢)Armenia d)America
2. Do you consider yoursell Armenian or American/
[ranian
Iranian/Lebanese first?
a) Armenian  b) Armenian c¢) Armenian d) Ar-

menian
3. Are you proud of being Armenian?
alves b)yes clyes d)yes ‘

4. 1If you had to choose. would you be Armenian or

American?
a) Armenian  b) Armenian ¢) Armenian d) un-
sure i

5. Do you think that the Armenian Schools in the
Diaspora serve their purpose (preventing assi-
milation, teaching the Armenian language. cul-
ture. ete.)?
a)No b)No ¢)Yes d)Yes

6. Do you think that knowing the Armenian lan-
guage is a main factor in being a good Arme-
nian?
a)No b)Yes c¢)No d)No

7. If Armenia was [ree, would you go and live there?
a)Yes b)Yes c)JNo djNo

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

Having been an active participant in both American
Scouts and Homenetmen Scouts, I have seen interesting
aspects and interpretations of the scouting experience.

In both American and Armenian Scouts, the boys
and girls involved have opportunities to learn an array
of skills and activities which would be virtually impossi-
ble and probably less enjoyable on his own.

American scouting, especially boy scouts, places great
emphasis on the individual scout and his performance.
Skills are learned and tested on an individual basis using
the merit badge system, and the spirit of competition is
high.

Armenian scouting differs here. The group perfor-
mance is the main drive. If a few fail, it is regarded as a
troop deficit, rather than individual.

Going from American scouls to Armenian scouts
was quite a change for me. The benefit from both was
high, but each seems to have its own separate goals
besides those basic to all scouting,Preserving the Armen-
ian culture plays an important role in Armenian scouts.
There are constant reminders of this in all its scouting
activities, whether it be the language, food, songs, or as
requirement for passing on to different ranks. There is.
obviously, and understandably no place for this in Amer-
ican scouts. The idea is to mold a better person, not neces-
sarily a better American.

Discipline plays a part in both American and Armen-
ian scouts. Yet, where American scouts stresses self-
discipline, Armenian scouts, in its effort to achieve a good
group appearance, use more militaristic disciplinary mea-
Sures.

An American born Armenian, I participated in Ame-
rican scouts for 12 years. | was able to identify well with
the people I was with and enjoyed some of the best times
of my life. 1 can easily say the same about my experien-
ces in Armenian scouts with only one difference. The latter
includes only Armenians.

JASMINE
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A NEW SOVIET PLOY

It seems that the Soviet government, being extremely
concerned about the growing dissident movements in the
Soviet Union, has intensified its otherwise gradual rus-
sification of non-Russian peoples within the USSR.

Intellectuals of various non-Russian nations have
revolted with increasing anxiety against this governmental
enterprise. The internal russification poses a threat to
their languages and cultures,

A decision taken by the Soviet government in 1978
provoked all of these protests. Signed by Soviet Premier
Kossygin, the decision stated that by 1980, ‘“‘Russian
education within the national schools must, beginning
with the first grade, be intensified’’. According to the plan,
those students such as Armenians and Georgians, whose
mother language is not Russian, must concentrate more
on their Russian than on their native language. Also, the
young children must begin and continue with their Rus-
sian education rather than their own natipnal languages.

The plan also provides for the preparation of teach-
ers to teach all Russian topics. It additionally states that
all national schools which provide education in languages
other than Russian, must heretofore establish complete
Russian programs.

The Soviet government has ordered the governments
of all Soviet Socialist Republics to completely carry out
this new order providing for total russification. Even those
subjects which have previously been taught in languages
other than Russian, and which have nothing to do with
the USSR, must be taught only in Russian. Textbooks
which have previously been printed in national will
henceforth be printed in Russian.

These latest orders obviously leave no choice to the
Soviet Socialist Republics. After all, even the schools in
Armenia are subject to Soviet laws and must obey them.
However, we must keep in mind the comforting thought
that the Russians comprise only half of the population of
the Soviet Union. Therefore, nationalist languages can-
not die.

Could it be possible that the Soviets don’t realize
that a sudden change such as this can only result in
even more intense dissident responses from the peoples
of the Soviet Socialist Republics? In any event, it will not
take long for the Soviet government to realize that its
forced russification (which in its eyes would lead to ine-
its country will inevitably have the opposite effect on
the emotional young students such as those of Arme-
nia’s National Unity Party who continue to orga-
nize increasingly active dissident groups and anti-Soviet
movements. These are young nationalists who will not
easily forget their culture, language, and heritage to
replace them by the culture, language, and heritage of
“*Mother Russia’.

PEROUZ
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THE KHANASOR
EXPEDITION

In 1890-94 Armenian Revolutionaries were going
from the Caucasus and Armenia to Salmast (Persia) in
order to organize themselves and send military forces to
the homeland.

In 1894, when the Fedayees had grown strong in the
monasteries of Salmast and Terig, (a group of Fedayees,
under the leadership of the A.R.F., took over the monastery
of Terig and turned it into a training ground for defense
against the Kurdish attacks), they decided to send the first
armed group, which entered the country safely into the
homeland. Encouraged by the Fedayees, the Armenagans
sent a group of 100 people led by Avedissian, which suc-
cessfully reached Van using the same route. ‘

The ‘Armenian Revolutionary Federation decided to
send a second group to the homeland. Led by Nigol, a
group of 60 soldiers — joined by 12 Armenagans — were
directed toward the homeland. Beforg they reached the
homeland, they were noticed by a group of Kurds. In the
village of Paghaz Kiasan, the Kurds and the Fedayees
fought a bloody battle, but it was not long before the
Fedayees reached Varak.

In 1896, those who went to Vaspouragan returned
to send new forces to Salmast. Nigol, a Tashnagtsagan,
and Nerces, an Armenagan, organized small groups so
that they could return. But both groups also met misfor-
tune and were late in raching Vaspouragan. Meanwhile,
the fighting and destruction in Vaspouragan had already
begun. A few people from Avedissian’s group reached
Salmast and explained that the groups of Bedo (Tashnag-
tsagan), Avedissian (Armenagan), and Mardig, (Hencha-

kian) had hit heavy fighting against the Kurds during
their journey and that they were already losing the battle.

In the meantime, there were many workers and
soldiers in Salmast. The region was in an economic
crisis and could not afford to board all of the outsiders
there. To solve the problem, a decision had to be made.
Many thought that new forces had to be sent to Vaspou-
ragan, while others thought that revenge must be taken
on the Kurds for massacring the weakened troops. Finally,
it was decided that a group of 400 would be sent on an
expedition in mid-July toward the border. The group was
to be led by Vartan. Nigol, being an advocate of the
expedition, also was sent as one of the leaders.

The expedition was against the Mazrig people who
had destroyed Avedissian’s group. It was decided to com-
pletely destroy the group and its leader. For two days,
the expedition traveled through the mountains toward
Khanasor where the Mazrig group was settled. Before
dawn, the group attacked the Mazrigs and destroyed every-
thing it came across, except women and children. The
Kurds were caught by surprise and began to retreat after
sacrifying many lives, while the Armenians retreated wifh
Shraf Beg toward Salmast after successfully completing
their mission. There were 19 losses from the Fedayees.

In order to avoid complications with the government,
many of the soldiers in Persia left to go to the Caucasus,
and only one small group remained in Salmast.

The moral value of the Khanasor Expedition is im-
portant in the eyes of the people. Following the revolu-
tionary actions taken before and until 1896, the esteem
of the revolutionaris was not as strong in the eyes of the
people. This expedition carried out by the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation changed the psychology of the
people, while it also proved the Armenian strength to the
Kurds.
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AN INSECURE ALLIANCE: U.S. AND TURKEY

We are all aware of the disturbing fact that the United
States is a strong ally of Turkey. This alliance began dur-
ing the start of the Cold War following World War II when
the United States felt that it was its duty and obligation to
prevent Soviet expansionism in the Near East.

Prior to the Second World War, U.S. relations with
Turkey were not especially significant. Kemal Ataturk
had hoped to make the Turkish foreign policy a basically
neutral, yet friendly one with the Soviet regime, France,
Great Britain, Germany, and the Balkan and Near Eastern
states. In 1945, the Soviets announced their intention by
demanding a base on the Straits and border rectilication
on the East. Seeing he Soviet threat, the Turkish govern-
ment attempted to improve Turkey's image in the eyes of
the world by liberalizing Turkry's one-party rule and by
sending delegations to both London and Washington to
explain the Turkish concerns. The United States,upheld its
non-commital policy at this time, but agreed that the Allies
(U.S. France, Great Britain) must negotiate with the
Turks by inernationalizing the Straits. The Turkish gov-
ernment, seeing that the United States could potentially
provide an excellent backing for,it, set two objectives in
mind. The first was to attempt to harmonize the U.S. posi-
tion on the issue of the Straits with Turkey's position,
and the second was to involve the U.S. in defending Tur-
key against the Soviet Union. After exaggerating the Soviet
threat and gaining American sympathy, the Turkish gov-
ernment succeeded in arousing U.S. interests in the issues,
thereby gaining American protection for itself. By the
end of 1946, Turkey had achieved its goal: the United
States firmly backed the Turkish stand.

Soon after this, the U.S. was forced to go even lar-
ther in its promiscs. The political and economic situations
in Greece were such that it was necessary for the U.S. to
aid Greece financially and militarily. Seeing that Greece
was in danger of a communist take-over, the U.S. announ-
ced that American aid to Greece would be useless if’ Tur-
key, too, fell to the Soviets. If Turkey should fall, then
U.S. interests in the Mediterranean would suffer. Con-
sequently, according to the Truman Doctrine, the U.S.
would give grants to strengthen Turkey’s military estab-
lishment.

U.S. economic aid to Turkey began in 1948 when
the Turkish government, convincing the U.S. that it had
huge defense burdens and that it was the oniy outpost of
the West agaisnt the U.S.S.R., received $10 million Amer-
ican dollars in credits. By 1974, this amount was more
than $2.5 billion.

In April 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) was created at the suggestion of the United
States. The purpose of NATO was to establish a defensive
alliance strictly between the Western European states. Al-
though the U.S. had many valid reasons not to include
Turkey in the pact, the Turkish government made every
effort to become a NATO state for fear that its exclusion
could result in less U.S. interest and less U.S. aid. Finally
Turkey succeeded once again by instigating a suggestion
by the United States in 1952 to make Turkey and Greece
full-fledged members of NATO. The reason for this was
that the Turkish government had provided almost 5000
men to join American forces in the Korean war. The in-
clusion in NATO resulted in huge gains for Turkey in that
it guaranteed U.S. economic and military aid and also
Allied support.

The influx of Americans in Turkeyv exceeded 24.000
when the United States set up several electronic installa-
tions along the Black Sea and spread the range of inter-
mediate balistic missiles (1IRBMs). The United States real-
ized the benefits of using Turkey as a base for the IRBMs
and basically changed its original purposes of defending
Turkey and blocking expansion in the area. The Turks,
however, did not realize the change in American policy
and provided full cooperation in maintaining military
secrecy.

The growth of anti-Americanism during the 1960’s
jeopardized the Turkish-American alliance. There were
many other factors which instigated the rise of anti-
American sentument in Turkey: the Cyprus crisis, the role
of the CIA, the U.S. interfering in TFurkish domestic
policies, the exaggeration of the press, and Turkish
opium traffic.

By 1970, Americans advocated withholding economic
aid to Turkey in order to face a ban on opium produc-
tion. This further strained U.S.-Turkish relations and
intensified anti-American feelings. The Turkish govern-
ment felt that the problem of opium production must be
solved _only through regulation, not through complete
destruction of the market. Finally, in 1972, the two
countries made a bargain: Turkey would completely ban
poppy planting after 1972 and the United States would .
provide $15 million to compensate the poppy growers and
$20 million for investments to orient poppy farmers to
other crops. By 1974, however, the Turkish government
began legalizing poppy planting again. As a result, the
United States suspended its payment of the $15 million.
The issue of opium traffic has not yet been solved and
remais a disturbing subject in American-Turkish relations.

Another sensitive subject pertaining to the American-
Turkish alliance is the Cyprus crisis. The impact of the
Cyprus issue is deeply felt in Turkey, Greece, and Cyp-
rus. For their missions, the Turks used aircraft assigned
for NATO use. This issue was raised during the 1974 inva-
sion of Cyprus when the United States claimed that no
American equipment was to be used for any purpose other
than for the reason it was furnished. Finally, a United
Nations peace keeping force was sent into Cyprus. Trough
the Johnson letter, the United States warned Turkey that
the NATO alliances were being strained by the Cyprus
conflicts. Turkey reacted by sending its prime minister
to Washington to talk with President Johnson. The failure
of these talks resulted in exireme anti-American feelings
among the Turks and the United States was blamed for
having let Turkey down once again.

A risky balance achieved in Cyprus could not be
maintained for long. By August of 1974, 40% of Cyprus
was occupied by Turkey. The American response to the
Turkish invasion was weak. Thus, Congress passed a
resolution to cut off aid to Turkey in 1975.

Other problems that jeopardize Turkish-American
relations are military cooperation and development as-
sistance. The status of U.S.-Turkey military cooperations
is based on various treaties and agreements. As the Soviet
threat increases or decreases, the military cooperation bet-
ween the United States and Turkey increases or decreases.
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One main agreement is that the Turks nave control of the
military bases at all times, both the U.S. and Turkey have
control over the use of nuclear weapons, and the U.S. is
prohibited to use the facilities for non-NATO purposes.
This agreement puts both countries in an awkward posi-
tion, however, because the NATO alliance could bring
Turkey’s unwilling participation into a war, and the ques-
tion remains as to whether or not the United States would
use nuclear weapons to defend Turkey in such a case.
Many conflicts between the U.S. and Turkey continued
to arise. The U.S. felt obliged to advise the Turkish gov-
ernment how the Turkish economy should be run. As
the intensity of the Cold War decreases, the urgency in
providing American military and economic assistance
to Turkey diminishes as well. Therefore, Turkey looked
upon American economic suggestions as an American
attempt to make Turkey a colony and a market
for the West. The U.S. reacted by diminishing its econ-
omic assistance to Turkey. However, the Soviet UJnion
and Germany provided for what Turkey had lost from the
U.S. These conflicts also have not yet been resolved.

The alliance between Turkey and the United States
has never been very stable or secure for many reasons.
First, the Turkish government takes advantage of its
NATO membership by using NATO influence to deal with
the Cyprus situation; second, the drug problem is not a
major one in Turkey. Consequently, the Turks do not see
the need to control opium traffic. A large percentage of
opium in the United States comes from Turkey and al-
though this must be controlled, Turkey does not cooperate
in the restriction of opium. Third, the United States
naively has served Turkey’s every whim. Turkey realizes
how geographically vital it is to the United States, and
therefore, can basically convince the U.S. to do whatever
is advantageous to Turkey. Aside from all of this, there
is another problem. As is obvious, the American alliance
with Turkey poses a conflict for the Armenian people.
Tax dollars, paid by Armenian-Americans, are being used
to support Turkey. This amount has exceeded $3.5 bil-
tion and could increase even more if the Armenians do not
continue their protest of this to put a final stop to Ameri-
can aid, financial and military, to Turkey.
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