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EDITORIAL

PURLS UL Y

A full half-century has now passed sinee the foun-
ding of our organization. OQur prafessed goal has
been the same throughowut these fifty vears: the
liberation af the Armenian homeland. However, the
means we have chosen by which to ultimately reach
this goal have been subijected to revision according to
the circumstances and the atmosphere which sur-
rontidd LS,

Today, as always, our organization exists (o serve
as an inspiration to Armenian youth, as a model for
the pofitical activisis of the Armenian National
Liberation Struggle, as an educational school where
its members learn how (o become participants of our
movement and leaders of our community, and as the
strotigest force and element of eur struggle.

These reavons for our existence are very noble, in-
deed. But in order to jusiify our purpose, we must
learn to view ourselves as objective observers— from
the standpoint of the average inactive Armenian
youth |

The harsh reality is that mosi— a great majority—
of the Armenian Youth in this country neither know
nor care anyithing about our organizadion or the
miovement if claims to represent. This, of course, is
not enfirely their fanlf, We must be prepared to ac-
cepl the responsibility for this neglect 1f we are to suc-
ceed i realizing our immediate goals.

It is triee that the unknowing observer may eqsily
Formulate an ervoneous impression of the A V. F.—
The Youth Organization of the A.R.F., especially in
light af recent press coverage concerning our
ideology and factics. However, it must be realized
that ours is not the radical, ferrorvist, Janatic
organization which has been created by the wild im-
aginations of stereotype-loving government agenciey
such as the F.B.L or the “V'news ' -hungry media, We
are neither frightened nor ashamed to admit that
several Armenian political prisoners and mews-
making activisis such as Hampig Sassounian, Koko
Saliba, and Viken Yacoubian, Viken Hovsepian, and
Steve Dadaian of the Loy Angeles Five are members
af the A, Y. F. But the link created between the alledg-
ed activities af these ungers and the A. Y. V. by an op-
portunistic press may be one of the reasons that
many identity-seeking Armenign youths have re-
ained distant from us.

It {5 owur turn, then, to serve as role model amed in-
spiration to our communify and especially to our
youth, fa remain active in our struggle even after we
have  become  successful  doctors, lawyers, or
businessmen, and to place our movement on a first
priovity in everpihing we do.

Our rofe fn the Armenian comeoenity and ihe
mieans by which to achieve it effectively are clear: the
First aned foremost gim must be to educate out youth
about our national history and about the reasonys for
which we pursue the Armenian Cause; this must be
Followed by the revolutionization af the yvouth
element— (o the point where it realizes that we, as
young Armenigns, represent the only viable and &f-

Jective tool for our movemeni; and thirdly, we must
politicize ourselves and those around us in order to
fransform the active minovify into a strong majority,

The resodution of anr struggle is completely depen-
dent upon the fulfillment of the demands which it
makes wpon us. Thes, it has become evident that
without our full commitment. to the Armenian
Cause, we.will fail ta reach our goals.

Hith this in mind, we invite the Armenian Youth
fo join us, to comemit itself 1o the strugele for justice,
and (o rise in demand of its nationdl and human
rights.
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) 7HIS IS IT

By now, it should be finally felt and understood by all concerned, that the
grimmest and ominons force has made it ity first priovity to haunt and to sibhse-
guently put to a final rest the just canse of Armenian liberation and the move-
ment struggling for it. Thiv force, of course, is the Turkish fascism and its agents,
supported by an inter- and intra- governmental coalition of states promoting state
terrovism i a Vpackage deal’’. It is unfortunate fo note, however, that these
agents af oppression through their cowardly tactics, succeed some of the time in
stowing down our People's struggle, and in deing so, in bringing the movement
face-to-face with its chief enemy- the time factor; that is, undoubtedly, the
primary catalystic actor in the assimifation process of our people and the conse-
quent development of political passiveness,

This, however, in no way can shake the beliefs af our Peaple or its determina-
fian to be victorious.

Indeed, 1o the greatest disappointment of the state terrorists, the tragic history
of our nation will testdfy to our unyielding nature vis-a-vis our rights, in showing
fiow massacres and other massive Blows have slowed down or paralvied our
maovement only but temporarily, in order to later recharge our People’s revolu-
tionary fervor and strengthen ifs orsanizational methods,

Now, we realize all aof the above: more than ever,

ft iy for this very reason that our collective efforts must and will be insulared
and therefore protected from any psychological shockwaves sent to us by the
Turkish fascism, at the hands of whomever, whose sole purpose is to discourage
or— God forbid— frighten us.

In this plight of theirs, they may arrest or imprison our activists, they may hang
our revolutionaries; they may even kidunap or kill some af us: but they can never
stop a whole movement and its momentum, which is the creation of eur People's
waomb itself, ity product, its reflection.

No one hay ever said that the struggle we are currently waging was to be an easy
or a “'clean’ one, or that it was to be played from up above, the balcony, without
getting our hands dirty. This was not said. Our People has realized this and is on
the way to securing the three necessary components which will give it its revolu-
tanary bases for a successful struggle.

First, a strong national will which will generate the adequate revolutionary
leadership capable of functioning as the intellectual and organizational fore-
runner and which will invest ity efforts back into the movement in order to gain
an Indisputable legitimacy,

Second, a pure and clear revolutionary conscience which will plant the strong
morale in the masses and guide them towards the necessary initiation of the
movement's actions and promote the dedication of the lower levels af the
arganization,

And last but maost important, an impeccable ideology symbolizing human
dignity and universal justice, promising freedom, equality and peace. The
pelitical ohjectives and strategies advocated st in any case be realiviic.

It is through the understanding and acquisition of the above that the Armenian
People will incessantly nurish the struggle with its sons and daughters who will
foin the “band-wagon™ headed for Moush and Van and Yerevan. Qur People
will invest in the one venture which will secure ity _freedqm and independence, It
will harbor the movement for its liberation in its conscieusness af collective
security and welfare,

Because today, moere than ever, our People has understood where the river
originates from and where it will finally rest. It hay learned to deal with the
Yshockwaves' of the enemy and has adapted to the cruelty of the real political
world; and it hay been acting accordingly.

{ saw thiv with my own eyes, last week, in Boston and in New York,

Onward with the movement!

VIKEN HOVSEPIAN




T'HE DISSIDENT
MOVEMENT IN
SOVIET ARMENIA

In the minds of many, the Soviet
Union is a totalitarian regime. 1t is
dominated by a single so-called com-
munist party whose harsh repressive
measuras suffocate all forms of dissi
dent expression, The Soviet regime is
certainly repressive. But in spite of
that, in recenl years, a dissident
movement has begun in the Soviet
Unian, particularly in Soviet Armenia,

It is difficult to specify when Soviet
Armenian dissidence began, but the
earliest forms of protest started in the
1960°s with the birth of the Sowviet
Armenian samizdat. In the Soviet
Union, where publications are con-
trolled and severly censured by the
state, the samizdat designs secret
publications  that circulate
underground. It distributes old or
new illegal, uncensured literary texts
of political or religious nature which
are written by outsiders or by Soviet
Armmenians. Originally, the Sowiet
Armenian samizdat concerned itself
salely with past or present govern-
ment acts or inactions. They criticiz-
ed specific acts of the state, but
never outright criticized the state
itself. They were always careful 1o
stay within the legal limits of the
Soviel Union, The basic issues were
the reattachment of Kharabagh and
Makhitchevan to Soviet Armenia, the
denouncement of discrimination
againsl Armenians in Azerbaijan, the
recognition of the Armenian
Genocide as a fact of history, and the
denunciation of atternpts at russifica-
tion of Soviet Armenia. These were
issues that continuaed to be important
throughout  the 1960°s, but, as
ariginally, all grievances of the samiz-
dat were within the limits of the legal
system.

Due to the legal nature of these
grievances, the Sowviel powers
responded by reducing some of the
restrictions on the people and by
making symbolic concessions, These

concessions  included  statues  of
Mothar Armenia and Masrohb
Mashdotz, a monument com-
mememarating the Armenian
Genocide in Yerevan, a maonument
for the Battle of Sardarabad, and
many other statues of poets and na-
tinnal and epic heroes, such as David
of Sassoun, Antranik, and Kevark
Chavaoush,

Unfortunately, the Soviet Arme-
nian samizdat was not successful in
gaining respectability in the Diaspora.
Their literature had a strong tendancy
to concern itself solely with local
grievances, instead of general pro.
blems. They were simply not capable
of holding the public's interest, The
medioere level of literature and the
refative scarcity of their texts also
contributed  considerably to  the
general irreverance. The Soviet
Armenian samizdatl was not able to
influence a large number of people,
and was overall ineffective in the in-
ternational Armenian struggle.

Aside from the relativaly immature
samizdat, the first major public act
came in 1965, In commemoration of
April 24, a spontanecus demonstra-
tion was  organized  in Yerevan.
100,000-150,000 Armenians took part
in veicing their demands of “justice™,
“freedom’’, and “our lands’. This
unprecedented act was the outcry of
20 years of severe reprassion, but of
greater importance, it reflects a fun-
damental shift in Sowviet policy con-
cerning tha Armenians. Soviet policy
up to that time bad been one of
severs repression of all nationalistic
and anti-Soviet feelings. In the
1960s, Sowviet leaders realized they
could channel Armenian nationalistic
feelings against Turkey. By this pro-
cess, they could rid themselves of the
great economic burden of keeping
the Armenians under complete con-
trol. In addition, the resulting anti-
Turkish sentiment would be
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beneficial in their struggle against
“capitalism’. The April 24
demonstration was a direct result of
this policy, Most of the slogans were
against the Turkish state and not the
Soviet, The demanstrators were not
stopped immediately by authorities,
but wera allowed to march for a long
time. When 'they were stopped, it
wis by local palice instead of the ar-
my, who has a habit of interfering in
such instances.

Beginning with the events of 1965,
the Soviet Armenian dissident move-
ment can honestly be called a move-
ment. Very little is known about
Armenian dissidents, except the fact
that they all have a disagreement with
the Soviet regime and that they are
not numeraus. It seems they are
mostly from  the intelligentsia —
writers, technicians, or students—,
even though their level of literature
does nat suggest that, Overall, their
beginnings are extremely vagus,

The movernant can be separated
into  three inter-related parts: a
moderate, a religious, and a radical.

The moederate movement is the
struggle on the cultural level. 1ts basic
stance is in defense of the Armenian
fanguage and cullure against at-
tempts of russification. Since the
founding of Sowviet Armenia, there
has been a conslant effort by the
Soviet powers 1o install the Russian
way of life and culture into Armenia.
There has even been an attempt at
making Russian the national
language of Soviet Armenia.On the
naticnal level, the moderate move-
ment fights vigorously against these
threats. It also stands in protest
against  emigration. of Armenian

—

Raohbert Nagarian




workers, On the local level its main
work is towards eliminating growing
Russian influence and Russian stu-
dent enrollment in Armenian schools.

The moderate movement has the
largest number of followers from the
peaple. It has mobilized many in the
intelligentsia. Non-conformist artists
like Baruir Sevag, Hrand Mateossian,
and Razmik Towvoyan, and confarmist
but nationalistic artists like Silva
Gaboudikian -and H. Malian have
spoken in defense of the movement's
activities. With the help of painter
Sarian and novelist Sero Khanzadian,
it published the literary review
"Garoun™. In 1965, the moderate
movemaent founded the “Commilles
for the Preservation of Arnmenian
Historic Monuments'. The first major
Armenian encyclopedia was publish-
ed in Yerevan by intellectuals involy-
ed in the movernent, Sergei Parad-
janov, the talented Armenian film-
makaer, has alsa contributed greatly to
the cultural struggle.

The moderate movement can best
be categorized by its cultural and na
tionalistic emphasis and mostly by its
legal nature. Al the activities were
done with respect to the Soviet legal
code. v effect, the moderate move-
ment has gained many sympathizers
i the Soviet leadership. But the ac-
ciderital deaths of the two leaders of
the movermnent, Baruir Sevag {1971}
and Minas Avedissian {1975) has
caused some suspicion,

In recent times the religious move-
ment is best described as a general ir-
ritation between the church and the
state, instead of a dissident move-
ment, Though Sowviet Armenians
hawve certainly been much more than
just irritated about the actions of the
state, they have not taken any signifi-
cant, legal, or illegal action to defend
their church.

The problems between the church
and the state began with the foun-
ding of Soviet Armenia. Due to the
atheist nature of the Soviet regime,
all churches were closed. Religion
was outlawed. But tremendous pro-
tests by all Armenians soon brought
that situation 1o an end. Soviet
powers have had a long interest in the
Armenian Church, In the Armenian
community, the church is an impor-
tant institution which, 10 a certain
degree, regulates the way of life. The
state realized that by controlling the
church, it could also control the peo-

ple. In effect, the state granted the
Armenian Church the freedom to
preach as long as it remained subser-
vient and loyal, But despite the
church’s loyalty, the state prohibited
the propagation of the Armenian
faith. Ta this day, the active churches
are few. The priests are scarce and ill-
cualified,

Oddly enough, these restrictions
have created a religivus awakening in
the Soviet Armeanians. Religious mar-
riages, funerals, and such things have
increased noticeably., More people
have been attending church services.
But unfortunately, this has not led to
any sort of religious freedom move-
ment. No person or group of people
has taken the initiative. The dif-
ferences between the state and the
church have stayed as a general ir-
ritance.

The radical movernent is the only
true dissident movement. It is the
long-awaited movaement that dared ta
speak directly against the Soviet
regime, lts actions were both legal
and illegal.

Itis now kriown that the first such
radical group was the “Union of
Young Armenians’ créated in 1963,
This underground organization was
responsible for the unparalleled
demonstration of 1985. Though the
“Union of Young Armenians' still ex-
ists in Russia and the Ukraing, most
of the members left and formed the
Armenian  “Mational  Unity  Party"
INLIPY in 1966 in Yerevan. Listed here
are the names of most of the
members now known, to provide a
perspective for the origins of the
group: Haikazn Khachatrian, painter,
born in 1919 Barouir Hairikian, stu-
dent, born in 1948; Ashot Navasar-
dian, electrician, born in 1950; Azat
Archakian, writer, born in 1950; Raz
mik Zograbian, writer, born in 1950;
Bagrat Shahverdian, engineer, born
in 1840; Razmik Margossian, student,
born in 1949; Khatchik Sahakian, stu-
dent; MNorik  Martirosian, teacher,
born in 1248; Samuel Martirosian,
engineer, born in 1951, Levaon
Badalian, student, born in  1958;
Gagik Arakelian, born in 1956; Kostan
Garabedian, writer, horn in 1953, and
Anahide Garabedian, born in 1952,
IThese names are known as of 1976.
All did not necessarily join the NUP in
1966.)

The founder and leader, Haikazn
Khachatrian, published MNUP's first

manifesto in 1967, It was short, very
nationalistic, revolutionary, and anti-
Soviet, It was considered to be ex-
tremely radical in Soviet Armenia,
mainly because it wanted the
establishment of a free, independent,
and unified Armenian homeland. The
MUP was able to protest effectively.
The circulation of their samizdat, in-
cluding the newspapers “FParos’ (first
published in 1969 by Haikazn
Khachatrian) and "Yerkounk™ {first
printed in 1969 by Barouir Hairikian)
reached over 10,000, Hunger strikes
were successfully organized and ex-
ecuted, Jowrnals, articles, and
reports were  also  published  and
distributed.

In response, the Soviet Union
heightened its pursuit of these Arme-
nian  radicals. In 1968, Haikazn
Khachatrian was imprisoned. Barouir
Hairikian, whao took over the leader-
ship position, was also imprisoned in
1970. Between 1967 and 1975, 18
secret court trials were held concern-
ing NUF radicals. Consequently, 50
Armenians were convicted for terms
varying from 6 months to 10 years
confinement or exile. An architect,
Haik |skenderian, died a martyr in the
Yerevan KGB prison in 1968,

Beginning in the early 1970's, as a
general trend among all dissidents in
the Soviet Union, the NUP gradually
became mora legalistic and open. It
abandoned its previous radical, anti-
Soviet ideclogy and adopled a more
moderate course of action, Article 72
(as of 1977) in the Constitution of the
Saviet Union allows a republic, such
as Armenian S.5.8., to secede fram
the USSR by an absolute majority
agreament. The MNUP pronounced
itseif a defender of this article. Its
plans are to establish’a free, indepen-
dent, and unified Armenia through
legal propaganda and a legal general
election, The independent homeland
will be established with the consent
of thHe Soviet Union. The Sowiet
Union and Free Armenia  will
peacefully co-exist. This less radical
program also denounces viclence as
a means of streggle. The new pro
gram was written by Barouir Hairikian
and Azat Arshakian in a KGE prison
in 1874, {For a complete explanation
of NUP's new program, see
HAYTOUG, May, 1980.)

Though NUP's plan of action was
modified, its radical geals remained.
It is easy 1o recognize AR.F
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ideclogical influence on the NUP
goals of "establishing a Free, In-
dependent, and United Armenia’,
The NUP does not strive for political
power, but rather, for the universal
interest of the Armenian Nation, In its
program, the NUP specifically states
that it will go out of existence onee an
independent homeland is established,
To this effect, the NUP demands all
Armenian  commmunities in the
Diaspora to organize demanstrations
in frant of Soviet embassies. By the
early 1980's, due to severe persecu-
tions, it was thought that the NUP
was dismantled. But the fourth issue
of its official newspaper “'Paros’ was
published in Beirut, dated “Erevan,
12817, It dealt completely with the
MNUP program, which had changed
little from the previous legalitarian
ane. Confirmed by the "Council of
the NUP™ and signed by A. Ar
chakian and A. MNavasartian, this
publication was an important
reminder that the NUP is still alive.
Besides  Article 72, the Soviet
Union also has accepted the terms of
the Helsinki accords to defend the
rights of men in political, religious,
and cubtural freedom. The last official
dissident group was  formed in
Yerevan in response to these ac-
cords, "The Armenian Group for the
Surveillance of the Helsinki Accords’”
made itself known immediately with a
public declaration on April 1, 1977,
signed by Edouard Haroutounian,
" Deacen Rabert Nazarian, and Samuel
Ossian. Unlike the others, the
“Helsinki Accards  Graup”  openly
and publicly criticized the state for

neglecting basic human rights. In a
very open and legalistic mannar, they
collected evidence of abuse of rights,
presented it to the Sowviet leaders,
and demanded reforms. Besides
human rights, the Helsinki accords

dealt with specific Armenian
grievances, the reattachment of
Kharabagh and Nakhitchevan to

Armenia, and the retainment of the
Armenian language as the official
language of the nation, economy,
and culture. The “Helsinki Accords
Group" demanded the enactment af
these agreements. They demanded
the end of censarship of the media,
and denounced the conviction of
men  simply  for  their  ideological
beliefs, including NUP militants, They
also appealed to the Belgrade Con-
ference in June and September of
1977 with their grievances. Bul, this
open and legalistic protest did not last
long. Rebert Mazaridn and Shahen
Aroutounian  were arrested on
December 22, 1977, Edouard Harou-
tounian launched an appeal to help
his campanions an February 8, 1978,
a few months before his awn ap-
prehensian in 1979, The last public
act of the “Helsinki Accords Group”
was in Febiruary of 1978, It was a col-
lection of food and money to help
political prisoners and their families,
By early 1980, the “Helsinki Group®
weas dismantlied,

On January 18, 1878, Shahen
Aroutounian was sentenced to three
years of camp labor for “resisting
authorities”. Robert MNazarian was
convicted for “ant-Soviet agitation”
and sent 1o hard labor camp for five
years. Edouard Haroutounian was
sentenced to two and a half years of
hard labor,

As  mentioned, by 1879, the
"Helsinki Group®” was in the process
of dismantling, but the NMUP was
seamingly still alive. On January 31,
1879, the Tass agency announced
that three young Armenians were ex-
ecuted in Moscow, Stepan Zadikian,
Hagop Stepanian, and Zaven
Baghdassarian were condemned, in a
secret trial, for their supposed in-
volvement in a Moscow subway sta-
tion explosion on January 8, 1977,
The charges were never announced,
Stepan Zadikian was said to be a
memmber of the MUP, and the others

were  considered to be his  ace
complices,
In the 1980's, prosecutions of
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Armenian dissidents continued, Alpx-
ander Manoushagian, a professor at
"The Armenian  Academy of the
Sciences”, and two olher professors,
Ashot Apikian and Sembat Melko-
nian, were arerested in 1980, All three
were charged with “anti-Soviet agita-
tion and propaganda”. Alexander
Manoushagian's case was the
gravest. In addition to the ariginal
charges, he was charged with
publishing two essays — haoth titled
"Bl an the National Question and Im-
perialism™. He was sentenced ta 12
vears In prisaon. The others were
sentenced to two years of interior ex-
ile,

The two NUP leaders respon-
siblefor the 1981 program, Ashot
Mavasardian and Azal Arshalkian,
were arrested in February of 1981,
Between March 29 and April 8, 1981,
trials were held for five other Arme-
nian youths accused of “anti-Sowviet
agitation and propaganda and [ar-
ticipation in anti-Soviet activities’”.
They were the organizers  or
feorganizers of the “"Union of Young
Armenians”,  Magpet  Arautounian
and Ishkan Mkrtichian, the directors,
were each sentenced to 7 years of
hard labor plus 5 vears af interior ex-
ile. The others, Ohannes Aghaba
bian, Samual Yeghiazaran, Vartan
Aroutounian were sentenced ta 3 1o 5
vears af prison,

The Soviet Armenian  dissident
movement is now nearly twenty years
old, Its main grisvances remain na
tionalisitic: the reattachment of
Nakhitchevan and Kharabagh to
Armenia; the maintenance of the
Armenian language as the national
language; and of course, the relative
ly neww movement for the liberation of
Armmenia.  During  this time, the
grievers and their methods have
steadily incresed. And in response,
the selective but fierce Soviet repres.
s has intensified,

The Armenian dissidents are still
few and obscure. Their acts of pro-
tesl are also few and far in betwean,
Bul every publicized act reminds us
that Soviet Armenians are not a dor-
mant people. It reminds us  that
Soviet Armenians will act in defense
of Armenia, And finally, sach dissi
dent act, almost regretfully, reminds
us that the direct struggle for our
lands can anly take place upon them,

ARA OSHAGAN
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| am a person whe is continuously denied

the basic attributes of a human being.

I am a person who is considered a hero by few and alienated
by many for my acts.

| am a person struggling to keep the Armenian identity alive.

I have lost my country and have forgotten my mother language.
| have never set foot upon the majestic, holy lands of my
ancestors. ;

| have never tasted the Armenian winds nor felt the sacred
waters of Lake Sevan; yet, some unspoken entity of belonging
burns deep inside of me.

People condemn me for my acts and say that | am a "KHENT”
for committing such murders on behalf of an archaic struggle.
But as my finger pulls on the frigid gun trigger, beads of
sweat collect upon my forehead, tears rush into my eyes and

| realize that it is for them who estrange me, it is for

them who dislike my acts that | fight for.

| love the Armenian people even if they decry my acts
and it is for them to have the right to choose, to have
the right to be free that | fight for.

I am a modern day fedayee fighting not only against the
Turkish government, but also against my own people.

&.B.% UBEHMNV0UL Y dUr20hEe el wOULe

RGybp Sphgnp Vwphwwb, pp uuphGipm Juigow-
YEpupulpudi jhwliph plpwgphl, Gphwwwoapgulpobh wi-
nudh dp JEfwbdlimphudp, Enunhnjuowlpebh Juaipny
m junfing] W Qugiwllipygulpui  Qupguepuiinpbudp,
dwpdiwgmg wunpwpnn  fug  Gphwwwaepnh whwwpp.
wunpupblguwe pp dngnympnh dwpnlpuopi B owqgupl
hpuwambGpGlipml  Auwdwp.  wwgpupbgun  dwpmlmpbwd
Jwliop wibkGEi wqlijn pubwGipmi fwdwp: WRinp -
sunlyp  Eljun wnbpluwgm UEpdpllikpme b Uinnliipne
1w, wyuplipf® wiiwh plykpikpm jhowwmwlhl
npnlig swp dwfip nhduwinplg wliwliluopkd:

Mpytu  pp  qupuihwpwlwb  pGYkpEhpp, dkGp
fiuwpn bLyubp m LkGp uwnli ppaympluwdp’ np gnpdh-
ghip %ogmp dwl wGdalnpwg phlkpne dp Ynnpht,
hp qopiwd m waglipwl puwpdpopkbl wpdbmpwd  uwg-
vwlbpwyympbwi qpihi dle:

frn hp wlvwljpwpl gopdmbbmpmGE m Jupgu-
wwhimpmbp ophGwly nwriwi Eynn ebpminibpmG o
duwlivnwling wivopmwl wquuwgpulpuli wugpwph 6pg-
wdwdiuwgpli win  Jugpybwlilipol ppuwpwlshyp  Auwg
Eppwwuwwpnp Awoduwp:

Lwy Gppuwwwpnug  Swoliwhgmpbwl pagep pli-
Yhplikpp 4p Junliwpfihl pllykp Sogmpl gnpdmbElnpbwi
m whidwhl  hpunnuwlhli wnwe:  Qwgdwlbpuymebwlio
Yhypubwlwl Lwpympbwl wimbnyg Yp  gunwlghGp
plilpne plwnwbblpuG wwpugubGbpmb, plylbu  Gubn
wlinp Yugdwhbpywlwb popap whpwjum pGYkplapmG
filiwn:

AN UNGER

Unger Krikor Saliba became the
victim of a stray bullet last June in
Lebanon.

Unger Kaoko was barn in Beirut on
March 19, 1981, He received his
elementary education at the Aksor
Kasardjian Armenian School, After
imrrigrating to the U.S, in 1978, he
attended Pasadena High School and
Pasadena City College, whers he was
a hard-working student.

After graduating from college, he
worked at the Bank of America.

Unger Koko was a member of the
AY.F. Pasadena Nigol Touman
Chapter and the AR.F, Lernavayr
Gomideh, and he fulfilled his
organizational responsibilities as a
well-disciplined unger.

He was respected by all of his
fellow ungers.

Uhpbufuntau B adbiphluh
Ly S b oyl T pGw gt
Lung I.?nhmmluunqm_g Tl ljgnugp bl
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Editor's Note:

The following Letter to the Editor has been reprinted from a ve-

cent issue of the Armenian Weekly, the AR F. Englivh organ of the Fastern
L8, We puldivh | Rere as o very fareresting od eopreltensifle comparison
wdle o an A, Y. F unper of the Kastern Repion between the lntest E.T. craze and

the refuger siatus af owr Peaple,
Dear Editer:

With the passage of time, the
world is witnassing the intensity with
which  the  Armenian  Liberation
Struggle is imposing itzelf on its sur-
roundings,

The politically conscious Arrmenian
youth, profiting from the bloody ex-
periences of (ha past and armed with
the maturity of a wise man has been
able 10 overcoma all the chsiaclas
thronven on his path by the eneimy,
Backed by a strong determination
and a deepar idaclogical commil-
ment, they have sucoeeded in shap-
inga unigque strategy for the realiza-
tion of our just cause,

Today, not only E. T, in his
fabulous movie wants 1o go heme.
Mot only are the imaginary heroes
touching whole avdiences with thei
love and attachment to  1heir
“hormelarnd”™, butl alse whole nations
as the Armeniang resolve 1o regain
their Hayasdan,

W have been E.T.'s for too long in
this world, | think i is time to “phone
home' and “go homa',

Armeria belongs o the Are
mians,  Only  the  Armenians  can
popuiate it, develop i, tum it into a
country able Lo prosper,

The sparse Tuikish popolation ar
the officials and army in the cities on
thase lands cannot be considerad the
poapulation aof the land, They cannot
develop, populate and keap (he land
wital, especially when thay
themselves well know the fand is not
tneirs, will not become thairs, and
sooner ar latar will be taken from
thigrr.

Tremendous efforts spent by the
Turkish Gowvermmant to pewtraliz our
struggle have turned futile in the face
nf # stronnar challenge put up by the
Arrmenian youth,

Tha sagret bebind this invisible
force lies in the larger support 1hat
Lhe Armenian community all over the
world offars (o the ideals of human
dignity and social justica, But most of
ail, the Armanian commmunity in ils
sirugyle  against  the forces  of
assimilation,  las been ahle to
trangfuse its binod to the hopes and
icdeals oot s foture ganeration who in

trn beve durned e too realdlife
situations and sacrifices within a well-
toughl strategy for political success,

Today, tha silence of intarmational
coruels and large and mediom govenm.
rments concarning the Armenian Case
in nooway weskens the lagal basis of
the national political cause pursued
by the Armenian people.

Fresent  unfavorable conditions
cannat be a reason for ol pursuing
righty, for not pursting a cause,

“We shall return gaid  Karekin
Mideh, We shall forge cur destiny

based upon e pringipla o g0
af rational self-detensination, based
o the lawd ol sogualivg in tha T o
naticins.,

Go Armenian yooih. Let God bless
wiul, Showy this world that Annanians
can no longer remain E.T.s; that
Armenizns can oo longer rerain
rafugaas,

Our strength is in our coleciive
struggle agains! our oppressors: §
consistant struggle until otal libera-
tion, We must never forget thar
bistory  never  withassed a failing
libaration siruggla,

Go Armenian youth, Show the
weorld that chaims and priscns cannot
eliminate he national aspirations of
the Armeniar people. Show this
wirrld thatl staterents cannol arase
history and that oppression broeds
resistance,

I am another BT, (refugeel. My
slatus; d rebel, My age: third gonera-
tion after the 1915 massacres. My
goal: Azad Hayvasdan.

Raffy Ardhaidfian Mew York
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THE SPIRIT OF REVOLT

On Acts of Justice Against the Unrepentant Turk

When the scale of justice hangs from the hand of
He who holds it. in whose distinct touch it

Invariably falls leftward; and

When protests and petitions lead him not
To adjust the balance, to show the

Exact and just weight, then it is

That the spirit of revalt comes farward

Audaciously and fearlessly
Tao bring that scale per force
Into equitable balance.

When the store of violence meted the weak

Passes all endurance; when the

Victims of the iron fist find themselves

Being forced into slavery, only through
Which will his master allow him life, then it is
That the spirit of revolt bursts forth, when
The persecuted draws his sword of justice

And turns on his oppressor.

When the unrelenting evil unwills to listen to protest and
Sows poison as the bloody husbandman he is, the locust he is,
When he spreads death to the four winds so that

Mone will dare stand to him and chide him of
His crimes, it is then the spirit of revolt
That flames forth, to balance the scale,

For mankind's sake.

CULTURAL
MATERIALISM:

THE STRUGGLE FOR A
SCIENCE OF CULTURE

Cultural Materialism is a strategy
attempting to understand the causes
of differences and similarities amaong
societies and cultures. It is based on
the simple premise that human social
life is a response to the practical pro-
blems of earthly existence.

In its commitment to the rules of
scientific method, Cultural
Materialism opposes strategies that
deny the legitimacy or the feasibility
of scientific accounts of human
behaviors— for example, humanist
claims that there is no determinism
ithe doctring that man is not a free
agent, and that his actions and men-
tal activitiy are governed by causes or
mofives outside his own willl in
human affairs. Cultural Materialism,
with its emphasis upan the encounter
between womb and belly and earth
and water, also opposes NUMEercus
strategies that set forth from words,
idegs, high moral values, and
aesthetic and religious beliefs 1o

MARDIROS KAZANDIIAN

understand the everyday events of
ardinary. human life. Aligned in this
regard with the teachings of Karl
Marx, Cultural Materialism
nonetheless starts apart from  the
Marx-Engels-Lenin strategy of dialec-
tical materialism, Condemned by
dialectical materialists as  wvulgar
materialists’™ or “‘mechanical
materialists’, cultural materialists
seek o improve Marx's  ariginal
strategy by dropping the Hegelian
that all systems ewvolve through a
dialectic of negations and by adding
reproductive pressure and ecological
variables to  the conjunction of
material conditions  studied by
I arxist-Leninists, The “materialism’’
in “Cultural Materialism’" is therafore
intended as an acknowledgment of
the del owed to Marx's formulation
of the determining influence of pro-
duction anuw other material
processes,  The waord “cultural™

comes to the fore because the
material causes of socio-cultural
phenomena differ from those which
pertain strictly to inorganic or organic

determinisms,. Cultural Materialism,
for example, stands opposed to
biological reactionist  materialism

11
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“There, where guns speak
and swords flash, what busi-
ness has begging and paper
demands?

“The Iron La:ld]e speech”

such as those embodied in racial,
sacio-biclogical, or ethological ex-
planations of cultural differences amd
similarities. “"Cultural™ also draws at-
tention 1o the fact that the strategy is
a product of anthropology and its
sub-fields a synthesis which
transcends ethnic and national houn-

daries.
Cultural  Materialismy is a  non-
Hegelian strategy. whaose

gpistemological  assumptions  are
rooted in the philosophical traditions
of David Hume and the British em
piricists — assumptions that led to
Darwin, Spencer, Morgan, and the
birth of anthropology as an academic
discipline. Yet Cultural Materialism is
not a monistic alternative to dialec-
tics. Hather, it is concerned with
systemic interaclions between
thought and behavior, with conflicts
as well as harmonies, gradual and
revolutionary change, function, and
dysfunction, positive and negative
feedback,

If wou want to learn more about the
concept, read Marvin Harris’
Cultural Materialism or contact
HANTOUG's Editorial Stafl for fur-
ther references.



JUNIORS CATCH
OLYMPIC FEVER

ANY.F. Junior Olympics— the
largest single junior activity — were
held the weekend of March 26th,
1883,  Friday night, sewven Junior
Chapters including Montebello Vahan
Cardashian, Valley Simon Vratzian,
Orange County Aghpiur Serop, Tor-
rance  Ararat, Hollywood Koko
Saliba, Pasadena Nigol Touman, and
Glendale Simon Zavarian emersed
themselves in mental combat with
the Simon Vratzian Chapter emerging
victorious, After a good night’s sleep,
juniors were seen bright and early
Saturday morning warming up for the
events. They had been preparing for
waeks, Each chapter ran hard and
fast, encouraged by their team
members hoping for their chapter's
final victory. During the course of the
afternoon, the few seniors and
parents  present witnessed the
outstanding performances of the four
individuals who later received high
point trophies: ungers Zabel Mosikian
(Wahan Cardashian), Raffi Haroutou-
nian {MNigol Touman), Sirvart
Markarian (Vahan Cardashian), and
Ara Ajounian [Vahan Cardashian),
The Victary Ball was held Saturday
evening whera the juniors danced the
night away to Armenian and
American music. The lack of senior
support at this gala event was distur-
bing. The winners of the day's gruel-
ing events were announced to an
anxious vet hopeful crowd. The
Montebello Vahan Cardashian
Juniors claimed the laurels of victory
and danced the traditional wictory
Haleh around the coveted trophy.
Although each chapter was spirited
and enthusianstic, the Torrance
Ararat Juniors were singled out and
presented with a " Spirit Award” — an
award which would have justifiably
been given to each participating
chapter. The excellent weekend was
accented with the Annual Olympic
Ficnic Sunday afternoon. Here,
saniors made their presence felt and
added to the overall strength of this
extravaganza. After a non-existent
basketball tournament, juniors settled
down to hamburgers, chips, and
drinks, courtesy of the A_R.S.
Anahid Chapter and of resident

C.E.J. chef Vahe Peroomian. At dusk, good-byes were exchang-
Volleyball, football, soccer, frisbes, ed with hopes of seeing new ungers
and backgammon games were  Soon.

followed by an impromptu water fight

won by the three-man San Francisco Kathy Fundukian
delegation,
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