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This year we will be celeb-
rating the 932-rd anniversary of
the Armenian Revolutionary Fede-

M ation. During these ninety three
sears, the ARF has endured both
moral and physical victories while
loosing some of the battles on the
way for independence.

As the young supporting arm of
this great organization, the AYF,
in its turn, has also a great deal
of responsibility in the accomp-
lishment of the political aims of
the Armenian people.

Although such pompous celebra-
tions may seem frivolous to some
people, the truth is that they be-
come marvelous occasions for those
interested in our political struggle
to renew their will of serving to
the cause of a free independent and
socialist homeland.

However, as a prerequigite to
any success of the ARF, it is essen-
tial that the AYF becomes an orga-
nization which embodies all the
ideals of its parent organization,
It is unforgivable to let the AYF's
mmolitical ideology to Destiny because

fter all, this is the place where
future ARF members will be educated
and trained.

Like most similar political orga-
nizations, the AYF too has had its

particular historical evolution during

which the organization has passed
through different social and poli-
tical stages depending on the wvarious

surrounding circumstances and tenden- .

cies of its times. Naturally, each
stage has left its own characteris-
tic touch on the AYF and sometimes
even to a limited degree, the orga-
nization itself has been able to
influence the Armenian comunity.
Having all this in mind, until
the seventies, the AYF ranks were
mostly composed of youngsters whose
parents had emigrated to the United
States to escape the persecutions
perpetrated by the Turkish govern-
ment during the early years of this
century. For the most part, this
aﬁgneration of imigrants came to the
¥ree World" to recover their lost
numan dignity. However, to their
dismay, this wave of survivers has

encountered once again the same pre-
judicial behavior on these shores,
this time from the local inhabitants
of the Satates.

As a result of this disturbing
atmosphere, the next generation of
Armenians has used all its efforts
to consciously change the circums-
tances which contributed to this
unpleasant sitution. Thus, over the
years, the Armenian community has
lost most of its national character
and became more and more assimilated
in the melting Pot of the United
States, with the exception of preser-
ving mainly its ethnic traditions
and Folklore. It is under these
circumstances that until the seven-
ties, the AYF remained empty of any
serious political ideology while
presenting itself on different
social occasions as an entity where
the Armenian culture and heritage
could be at best preserved.

The uneasy political situation
in the middle East in the mid-seven-
ties, once again created a new wave
of immigrants to the Western world
in general. This new flow of Armen-
ians came to the United States under
a completely different set of facts
which naturally left alsc its impact
on the ranks of the AYF.

The middle eastern Armenian had
witnessed more political changes in'
a short period of time than any
western inhabitant. Accordingly he
or she had acquired relatively a
somewhat greater knowledge of poli-
tics. Raised within both religious-
ly and culurally hostile environment,
this new prototype of Armenian had
lives his life isolated from the out-
side world and hence less accessible
to foreign influences. As a result
of such a lifestyle, recent immig-
rants relatively speaking were able
to preserve some political conscious-
ness within them. Unfortunately,
often times, this feeling of politi-
cal consciousness was nothing but
mere adventurism or a very superfi-
cial approach to the problem which
needed much purification-.

Presently, the AYF is the en-
semble of youngsters composing of
these two different entities and
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therefore requires a lot of homo-
genuity and ideological orientation

' necessary for future ARF members.

The field being vast and our
manpower and capabilities so limited,
we are in need of continuous and
long rangec planning which is essen-
tial to educate these youngsters.

Although it is gratifying to see
many youngsters joining our ranks
this year, our duties have tripled and
our mission has acquired a new serious-
ness so that we may not be fooled by
the appearnces, it is imperative that
we look at the situation objectively;
it must be the duty of each AYF unger
to face these problems with courage and
sincerity; before making any serious
commitments, each of us should educate
itself to become an individual worthy

"of the ARF ideals.

This is our message to each youngs-
ter.
LONG LIVE THE ARF and its human
and national ideals.
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Minorities In Turkey

Greeks, Kurds

There exist ssveral non-govern-
ment agencies and organizations which
concern themselves with human rights
and internal situations of various
societies. These agencies range from
the United Nations, its diverse com-
mittees dealing with specific 1issues,
to the Amnesty International, to the
plinority Rights Group, etc. Infor-
mation derived from sources which are
an integral part of the respective
minorities such as statesments made
by members of the minorities them-
selves will not be dealt with at
this juncture. Rather, emphasis will
be placed upon general assertions
and findings made by the above-men-
tioned agencies and orgapizations
dealing with minority rights in
general and minorites in Turkey in
particular. The foklowing information
may be considered to be objective
and accurate, due to the fact that
there is no cause for bias or
exaggeration toward either side of
the issue.

The Minority Rights Group defines
a minority as beings "Any racial,
tribal, linguistic, caste, or nationa-
lity group within a nation-state
and which is not in control of-the
political machinery of that state.”
Minorities all over the world have
suffered at the hands of ruling
dominant majorities throughout his-
tory. Violations of minority rights
can be found in all geographic regionss
for example, apartheid in Africa,
American Indians in the U.S., Basques
of Europe,... and Christian minori-
ties such as the Grecks and Armenians
and Muslim minorities such as the
Kurds in Turkey.

The Constitution of the kepublic
of Turkey, like the constitution of
most nations, provides for equality
among all citizens of the country.
Prior to the 1980 military coup,
minorities in Turkey were constantly
subjected to discrimination and
persecution by the Turkish majority.
Although highly aware of this fact,

however, the Turkish government did
1ittle, at best, to prevent the

& Armenians a

repression and even sometimes oslay-
ed a role in it. Despite & provi-
sion included in the 1923 Treaty
of Lausanne which gives the mino-
rities the opportunity and the
right to have institutions 1lixc
national schools, orphanages, a
hospital, etc., in the main city
of Istanbul, Turkish authorities
have gone to great lengths to
hinder the proper functioning of
these institutions.

It is difficult to examine
the situations of the three major
subject minorities of this study,
due to the fact that their relig-
jous differentations prevent us
from viewing the situation in a
general sense. Thus, a basic
overview will be made of each
group from an independent and
objective standpoint.

The Armenians living in Tur-
keg today, numbering approsimately.
60,000 (50,000 of which reside i
Istanbul) are not part of an ethnic
minority in a foreign country, but
part of a community struggling for
survival in its own homeland. The
socio-economic structurs and reli-
gious factors that played a role
in the earlier eradication of the
Armenian population during the
massacres and genocide of 1915
continue to influence the living
conditions of those who still re-
main in the area. The Turkish
pregs had regaeted with vehement
hostility to recent killings of
Turkish diplomats by Armenian
freedom fighters throughout the
dizspora and three of the main
Turkish newspapers (Hurriyet,
Milliyet, and Tercuman) publish
sensationalized anti-Armenian
articles on a daily basis regard-
less of whether or not there has
been a recent incident. Such
articles have accused the Armenian
Pstriarch of supporting the terrge
ism, pointed to the Armenlian as il
well as Greeks and Jews as being
the first }llar}(ists in the C.’Juntry

well as infid:sls and tra . 2738




T ugested that retaliatory mea-
sures be taken against the Amenians
in Lurkey as revenge for the killings
f the Turkish diplomats abroad. The
sovernment's neglect in controlling
tnis racial tension, especially under
the censorship laws of martial law,
can be understood as being supportive
of it,

"Aggravated by the discrimina-
tion that already had existed, Arme=
nians in Turkey now wish more than ~
ever to conceal their identities
and not to differentiate themselves
from the mainstream. Such attitudes
may result in further cultural suffo-
cation, as fewer and fewer Armenians
will send their children to church
or:-to special schools because increas-
ingly their desire to spare them dis-
crimination and the blame for or
association with external events out-
weighs their wish to give them an
Armenian education.”

On the practical level of every-
day life, even the government has
taken very strong antisArmenian mea-
sures which directly contradict both
international and Turkish Constitu-
tional law. An example is the re-
duction of the number of Armenian
schools funeétioning during the
last ten years by omekhalf and the
fact that no Armenian schools are
allowed to open in the interior
provinces of the country.

The second major Christian
minority in Turkey is the Greek Ortho-
dox, estimated at fewer than 25,000
in Aumber. This number is a great
reduction from the 100,000 Greeks
in Turkey during the 1950°'s. The
reasons for this drastic reduction
are varied. The major cause can be
considered to be strained relations
between the governments of Greece
and Turkey resulting from the Cyprus
crisis, issues of air space and
traffic control, Aegean underwater
resource rights, and the conditions
of Greece's re-entry into NATO's
military command, In 1964, "“...
12,000 Greeks were expelled from
Turkey and banking, import, and

' axation restrictions were enacted

against those who stayed as a part
of legislation affecting all minori-

ties."

In 1978, the Turkish government
levied new taxes on all fifty Greek
churches and 28 parish schools,
threatening them with financial col-
lapse. Buildings have deteriorated
because the regime must approve all
repairs costing more than $13. In
addition, Turkey has shut down the
Patriarchate's press and its most
renowned seminary.

The third and final minority
which shall be examined is that of
the Kurds, the fourth largest nation-
al Muslim minority in the Middle
East. Of the roughly estimated total
Kurdish population of 18 million, it
is thought that approximately 8
million live in Turkey. Being the
largest ethnic minority,,the Kurds
are considered to be the only group
which could possibly pose a threat
to Turkish national unity. Ever
since the unratified 1920 Treaty of
Sevres, which offered the Kurds the
chances of independence, they have
been subjected to a steady Ehlicy:of
"Turkification". Since 1924, the .
use of Kurdish folk song and the '
possession of a 'record of such a song
were both used as the basis for pro-
secution in 1971. .

"After the military coup, the
Kurds began to be oppressed in a way
that is almost unimaginable. The
military and elite units raided whole
villages and tortured everybody col-
lectively-men, women, and children.
The military conducted aerial bom-
bings where they thought guerrillas
might be hiding (and) three divisions
of the Turkish army were stationed
in Kurdistan."

Turkish authorities label the
Kurds as "Mountain Turks", even
denying that the Kurds have a sepa-
rate ethnic identity. The illegal
creation of the Kurdish Democratic
Party in 1967 in Turkey resulted in
increased military repression in
Aurdish areas, intensified by the
fact that the Party had a strong
socizalist element and was allied to
the Turkish Labour Party, which was
legal at that time.

_ "The Kurdish minority has never
enjoyed its basic human rights in
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to approach this delicate situation
with caution. Thus, the Armenian
viewpoint must be separated into that
of the Armenian minority living in
Turkey, and that of the Armenian

ma jority dispersed throughout the
world.

Before the military coup in
1980 and the implemzntation of strict
censorship prohibiting criticism of
the government, the Patriarch of the
Armenian Apostolic Church in Turkey,
Archbishop Shnork Kalustian, issued
his "Report for the 1976 Year". The
Archbishop bases the publication of
his report on the fact that he is
atle to "take advantage of the
democratic freedoms of our country".

The Report describes the situ-~
ation of the Armenian minority in
Turkey as follows: “"Praise be the
Lord: Without any doubt we can say
that we enjoy complete freedom of
worship. No one prohibits the tol-
ling of our church bells, no one
hinders the regularity of our rituals
within the Chrch. And if sometimes
stones thrown by known and unknown
g corners smash the windows of the
1 c¢hurch, we consider them as the
deeds of irresponsible peoples and
when we report such aets to the
attention of respective authorities,
they try to prevent such undesira-
ble incidents, which could happen
in any country. Unfortunately, we
can not express the same satisfac-
tion as to our educational and
)economic problemsi®™

In the Report, ‘the Archbishop
continues to elaborate upon his
initial statemént by giving examples
of restrictions on the law of human
equality, as well as the principle
of religious freedom. Applications
made for permits to repair, refurbish,
or enlarge small immovable properties
of all religilous and charitable
institutions are subjected to major
difficulties.

The 40th Article of the Lausanne
Treaty is also cited: "In particular,
(the minorities) shall have an equal
rights to establish..., control at
Mtheir expense, any charitable insti-
" tutions..., religious institutions...,

social institutions..., any schools
and other establishments for instruc-
tion and education with the right to
use their own language and to exer-
cise their own religion freely there-
in L ] " ; X
Despite these clear stipulations,
however, the Armenian community is
refused its basic rights. Restric-
tions on Armenian-oriented education
and building and repair permits are
specifically cited in the report.
Even after these individual citations
of violations by the government,
the Archbishop states that there are
still further other large and small
restrictions which not only overtly
contradict the provisions related to
the protection of minorities in the
Lausanne Treaty, but also "our coun=
try's Constitution”. g
: The Archbishop concludes his
report with the following statement:
"For the last 10 to 20 years, we E
hdve duly reported these restrictions,
discriminations, and restraints to -~
the respective departments of our
State. But we confirm painfully
that neither a positive nor a nega-
tive reply has been received. This
means that the demands are so well-
founded, legal and rational, that
nothing can be said against them.
Nevertheless, we have never ceased
hoping, because in the final resort,
justice and law shall triumph.™
Following this comprehensive
report issued in 1977, the same
Archbishop was interviewed in Novem-
ber of 1982-two years after the
imposition of martial law in Turkey.
The same Patriarch-the leader of the
Armenian community in Turkey-stated:
"We are happy in Turkey... Armenians
were very happy for 500 years under
the Ottoman Turkish “Bmpire... They
were always favorite people of the
Turks during the Empire: the sultans
called Armenians ‘faithful people'™.
It is significant to note here
a word of caution stressed by the
Norweigian Helsinki Committee after
the military takeover in 1980: °
"...any public assurance from Church

' leaders to the effect that no perse-

cutions whatsoever are going on



against Christian miuorities in werld war I and 1965, tne sreek po-

Iurkey today, cannot be tax=n verba- opulation of Turkey decrezsed by over
lly. It should be easily understood two/third's. There is a continuing
that public statements from Church exodus and emigration, and local
leaders in a country like Turkey of Greek estimates vary the population
today cannot express criticism of the petween 5,000 and 29,200, due to the
government or even the lack of fact that many Greeks divide their
government protection against local time between Gresce and Turkey.
persecutions." ; _ The overwhelming role played by
The Los Angeles Times article the mcumenical Patriarchate, the
of November 12, 1982, entitled "Arme- gpiritual center for all Orthodox
nians Attest to Happy and Prosperous Christians, is apparent in all aspects
Life in Turkey, Speak Out Against of Greek social, cultural, and his-
Terrorism", states that 1nterV1ew§ torical activity. . In 1979, the
with the Armenian Patriarch, leading  xcumenical Patriarch informed Prime
Armenian professionals, businessmen, Minister Ecevit that: "...the cens-
and students reveal that the old tral administration for church prd-
stereotypes are wrong and lond dead. perty, refering to alleged distur~"
The same articles quotes a success— bance of public order, has demanded
ful Armenian businessman as saying, that the title deeds to lands which’
"All people are equal here. iere in after 1936 in the framework of the
Turkey, there is no attempt to dis- law, were awarded to the Ecumenical
criminate against peoples. We are Patriarchate and its diaconical’
Turks. We are considered as Turks. institution be declared null and

We love our country and we are happy void...The administrative boards
here. We are happy to stay here and  were prevented from carrying out their

we try to work for the best of our work; religious and culturalobjects
country. Life is very, very, good wera:expropriated; the telephones
here." in our school and social service ,
~ Here, the inevitable queations institutions were taken away... n
arise. Why were statements made The central administration for Church
before the military takeover of property, in the name of the State,
Turkey by Armenian leaders strongly has taken over and seized churches,
resentful of their situation? Why institutions, and property belonging
are statesments made by the same to our Patriarchate."
leaders after 1980 so blissful and Although the Kurdish population
happy? Does life under martial law is spread throughout Iraq, Iran, and
improve with more adherence to human Turkey, the Kurds of Turkey are most
rights? The answere to these ques- subjected to repression and attempts
tions are obvious and need not be at assimilation. The Turkish junta,
elaborated upon, It is universally fearful of political opposition, has
accepted that martial law is based taken drastic measures in trying to
on unjust principles. How, then, curtail Kurdish ethnic identity.
did the situation of the Armenian Since 1980, the Eastern and
minority in Turkey drastically Southeastern Kurd-dominated provinces
change from difficult to comfortable of Turkey have reportedly been
in less than four years and under subjected to at least five military
a military dictatorship? Obviously, manoeuvers aimed at terrorizing Kurds.
there is a reason for the sudden The New York Times has reported that

change of tune of the Armenian leaders. of 70,000 current political detainces
That reason cannot be legitimized, in Turkish prisons, more than 20,000

under any circumstances. are Kurds, 90%4 of whom are reputed
Although the Greek Orthodox to have been psaceful protstors for

minority in Turkey was once the Kurdish cultural rl’ﬂta.

largest of the Christian minorities, The Kurds in Turkey are constani

the number of Greeks llVlng in Lur.r(by g_gubjecteq to variosus restrictions ana
has steadily diminisned. 3c¢tween sersecutions. They ars not allowed




to speak their own language: whole

villages have been tortured because
ﬁhey did not speak Turkish.

> The silence of the Western powers

only aids the Turkish government in

implementing its terror tactics

against the Kurdish population.

Kurdish demands and cries for justice

are left unheard and unanswered.

As we have seen throughout this
Study, the situation 6f the minori-
ties in Turkey, especially under tHe
military regime, is one with great
cause for concern. 1t seems that
the Turkish goverrment has succeeded
in ignoring demands for reform made
not only internally from the minori-
ties themselve&, but even on an
international 1avel from such res-
pectable organizations as the United
Nations and Amnesty Internationsal.

Apparently, the core of the -
problem stems from the fact. that
coming right down to it, the protec-
tion of minorities is purely a -
domestic matter. No matter how many
treaties are signed and how many

P
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declarations are made on an interna-
tional level, the subject government

is left with the responsibility of
altering the situation. Unfortunately,
the Turkish government in this case
has shunned this responsibility and
has made a fool of the treaties and
agreements to which it has been a

‘party.

The nature of politiecs is such
that each government is obliged to
protect its own interest, even at
the expense of human rights and
social justice.

Thus, it seems that there is
really no hope for the minorities
in Turkey, whose government feels
especially secure in its position

-due to the endless support of the

American government, the influence
of which cannot begin to be measured.
So long as it is within the
interests of the Turkish and
American governments to cover-up
or deny allegations made regarding
The minorities in Turkey, the
situation for the Greek, Armenian,
and Kurdish communities can only
grow worse.

Turkey Should Acknowledge the

13;9? ""Ei G \

Horror of Its Hlstory




GhAPUYUY ZULPSE

Niwewuhl nupdbw; Pppuljul pu-
chun Jhpbuwl Yp Juowibgul Jbq
[t hupl b whwpnupni@bwlt Jupdlw-
gnidp:  nipp Puwphunm funwdupne-
Phrup wyu wypnn ophuwll £ L
nGpwgnpoép br Qud Juypbup ququup
hup npdwl w; gnpdéwdt, nppuwl wj
jwr dbiny dynnih, 4p Juwy Jhbr-
unyu nipugnpdp:

Ypypnup Shrupuwyhtu Juup np
1974-tu h Jbp qpuiniwéd Lp Pppw-
YuU Quyjubpwywrn ni Juphun funw-
Jupnefpbwt Ynndt, Yp Snpulnch
whlupy wbnnc@pru, Pnipphny Ynndt
Upwhwlyntwd Yuwnwjuphpubpni 4nn-
JE, b whwpnwpoptyu 4p pwdUub wp-
nku hupupt ¢npp 8niluwlulu 4nqpu:
Uupnipm RPppwluu qpuncnpulwl Jb-
pbuwl brwk wnwphu nie Jhwl Owlp-
gnnp wyu unp * SwUpwybnn@bwu™®
Junwibgubynd Bt wjuyhuh wpl@ Jp
Ypbwp ygnuwiw; dhwyl Pppwluwl nl-
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Ypwy nrubbw; pupbluwd dp nep Gplwl
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The Struggle
In Turkish Prisons

'"Most of the people have not yet
been condemned or sentenced. They

have been waiting for months, in
many cases for years, for their
cases to be brought before the
courts. In the meantime they are
locked up in tiny one-person
cells. They are tortured, both
physically and psychologically,"
said a young turkish woman who
had recently been behind bars

in Istanbul.

"The tortures are inhuman.
Both women and men prisoners
are raped repeatedly. Many are
subjected to electric shocks,
with electrodes being applied to
the genitals,'" said a middle-
aged Turkish woman whose son has
been imprisoned for over a year.

These first hand accounts have
been dangerously reported amidst
increasing and ruthless repress-
ion of all leftist, liberal, and
dissident forces in Turkey.
Turkey’s 3-year old military
dictatorship, while enjoying U.S.
economic, diplomatic, and military
support, is systematically vio-
lating all basic human rights of
all dare criticize the government
actions or call for anytype of
reforms, in a land of widespread
poverty and enormous unemploy-
ment,

Fortunately, no matter how much
repr-ssion is used, dissident
activity cannot be completely
abolished in any state, including
Turkey. At this moment there are
leftist and labor groups who are
struggling against persecution
and repression. And, maybe a
little suprisingly, there
exists a struggle against in-
justice and torture inside
Turkish prisons, also.

Turkish prisons have been
historically famous for their
barbaric and inhuman treatment

f."”-
f
of prisoners. And, indeed, this is
also true today. Almost all bas-
is prisoner:s rights are violated
incessantly. Physical torture is an
ordinary everyday happening. Medical
treatment for the hurt and sick are
almost non-existent. Food and water
rations are always kept at the
lowest possible levels.
A large portion of the prisoners
today in turkish prisons are in
fact political prisoners or prison-
ers of conscience. The basic abuse |
of rights actually begins here _one !
of the main demands of prisoners is 1
to be classified as "prisoners of
conscience.'" The protests against
these conditions have been en-
couraging. In August of this year,
a hunger strike spread spontaneously
from jail to jail throughout
Turkey. It was an effort to win
some improvements in the treatment !
of inmates, to get '"political '
prisoner" classification, and to M !
awaken public opinion. -
Another group of 2000 prison-
ers went on strike at about the
same time. They specifically .
wanted reading and writing material |
of their choice in their cells.
They demanded the right to
receive visits from people besides
familly members, and the privi-
ledge of going out into the open
air at least once a day. Also, the
prisoners’ most vital and urgent
demand was an end to torture .
whose existence is denied by the '
Turkish regime. |
"The strike started among the |
prisoners in the Metris jail in :
Istanbul,' reported a young |
Turkish women, "almost immediately
the word got out.., somehow."
It spread from jail to jail and
from city to city. Soon, inmates all
over Turkey were on strike. But
the authorities responded swiftly
and brutally. Torture increased o~
tremendously _many strikers were gl



beaten almozt to the peint
of deatli,and many others
were left wounded and sick
without medical help.on the
other zide of the bars, the
prisoners families made a
attempts to protest for them
by demonstrating in front
of the prisons.But in wvain.
the brecthers and sisters,
wives and mothers were de-
tained,interrogated and even
‘eartured.

The hunger strike came
tc an end in the Metris
prison 28 days later.In
other military prisons of
Istanbul-Sultanahmet , Kabakoz,
and Sagmalcilar-the strike

lasted only a few days longer.

It ended as abruptly as it
had begun.We do not know why

Repression is an ordinary way

of life in Turkey today.and torture
ann sickness are ordinary ways of
lifeiinside Turkish prisons. The
odd hunger strikes launched by
inmates can not be said to have
yielded any significant results,
but it is a strong reminder that
there are groups, in Turkey ,be
they Turks,Kurds, Armenians or
otherwise that are struggling for
justice and freedom .And as long

as there is any sort of struggle,there
is still some hope.

ARA OSHAGAN
source:THE GUARDIAN,9-28-83

the prisoners at Metris brought

their strike to and end just

when they did.It is true that

many were excremely sickand
the repression incredibly
cruel.The authorities gave
in on none of the demands,

reported a woman from a support

group.
iore recently another hunger

strike was attempted at &
milieary

prison in the eastern
city of Diyarbakir.This strike

wnich included about 100 inmates

and members of a leftist

Kurdish

group started on September 2nd,
mainly in protest of jail conditions:

and repeated torture.It is not
clear today what has actually

happened to this attempt.
Amnesty International has
confirmed,again, that it had

no evidence of any reforms behind
Turkish bars.And it believew that

torture and mal-treatment are
common and routine events in
police stations and jails.
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opinion:
FERRAHIAN STUDENTS

In “he past couple of years the

number of Ferrahian students has
increased in AYF chapters,both. jun-
‘lors and seniors. \
. Lately, interest has been shown
'in various AYF activities from the
< Ferrahian students.The students .-
S " F a——— | ore always eager to find out new
things about the AYF,.It. .is true
that not all of them  are  members
of the AYF, but somehow they al-
ways tend to involve themselves to
know more about the cause of our
people and the beliefs of the Ar-
menian Youth Federation.

There has beengigreat change in
: students feelings towards AYF du-
et ring the last few years. At first,
not so many cared about our stru -
ggle for justice.As time went by
all that was changed.Realizing the
great importance of the Armenian
Cause, many have . now started to
know the significance.of the Armen-
ian Youth Federation and its be-
liefs.

We hope to see more young Armen-
ians join the Armenian Youth Fede-
ration, and contribute in their
own way and understanding to the
puzzlement of our cause, and our
struggle .for .national .’ and human
rights.It is only by uniting toge-
ther as one people with one belief
that we could reach our goals,

COMMUNIOUE

AN TR A A
L M N N R
ARAEN TREE A

=
S

LARA MINASSIAN i
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OUR FLAG
SYMBOLIZES...

The Armenian Flag is an impor-
tant symbel for the Armenian peo-
ple. But do the young Armenians
know what the flag symbolizes?

Red,Blue,and Orange are the col-
ors of the Armenian Flag, What do
they mean? Each color has a mean-
ing. The red represents the blood
that our fore fathers gave ‘for
their country;Blue,the sky and the
sea;Orange,the wheat, the harvest,
the abundance.

The
resent only the Armenians.There is
much more meaning to it.

The Armenian Flag symbolizes the
Armenians, what they believe,and
what they stand for. It represents
a mnation. It represents a country

and the people in that country,
It represents the land,the land
which saw many go to war and ma-

ny tortured to death, The land
where the bones of the tortured
people are still scattered around,
Now,the people who believe in it,
who are willing to die for it,
salute the Armenian Flag everyday.
Everyday the Armenian Flag stands
up high and waves proudly so the
whole world can see;so the world
can know that there exists a group

of people, a nationality, who has
gone through much strife,and is
still struggling,will exist £ill
the end of the world. It is
showing to the people of the world
that the Armenians will fight
to the end and will get what

is rightfully theirs.

This 1is what the Armenian Flag
symbolizes. It is important that
everyone knows.

SEDA MELKONTAN

Armenian Flag does not rep-

CORRECTION

In the last issue of Haytoug(Oc-
tober,1983), the Montebello Vahan
Cardashian Chapter wrote an art-
icle concerning the Valley A.Y.F.
Day.In the article I was surprised
to find a quote which was sup-
posedly said by me,Chris Keosian.
The quote went as follows:

"I can't wait untill the Monte-
bello Costume Bash. I wish all
chapters could organize as mean
a dance as the Cardashian Machine.
I really admire a chapter that
could organize dances of that
caliber,yet consistantly triumph
in the AYF quiz bowl."

I can unecuivocally state that I
did not say this, I hope next -
time the Vahan Cardashian Chapter-
will be more careful when writing

their articles.If they continue in
this manner and refuse to print
the truths, they will be making a
mockery of our First Ammendment
rights.
CHRIS KEOSIAN
PG -
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

Z=——>>- ARMENIAN STUDENTS’

CULTURAL CONTEST

ORGANIZED BY

A.Y.F. SARDARABAD CHAPTER

CULTURAL COMMITTEE

CATEGORY

1) Watercolor of any
Armenian monument
(buildings, statues,
churches).

1) Pencil drawing of
any Armenian mo-
nument.

2) Recitation of an
Armenian poem.

1) Pencil drawing of
a portrait of an Ar- -
menian hero.

2) Recitation of an
Armenian poem.

3) Composition on
your feelings on an
Armenian hero.

PRIZES

First place winners
receive:

1) A book on Armen-
ian monuments and

$20.

1) A book on Armen-
ian monuments and

$40.

2) A book of Armen-
ian poems and $40.

1) A book on an Ar-
menian hero and

$40.

2) A book of Armen-
ian poems and $40.

3) A book on an Ar-
menian hero and
$40.

— First, second, and third place winners will be awarded ribbons.

— All drawings must be standard size - 8/2 x 11”.
— All compositions must be no less than 300 words and must be in Armenian.

— The deadline for all entries is December 16, 1983,

Fore more information call:
NIVA 769-7734
SEDA 363-0236
LISA 276-8324




MONTEBELLO

Ararat...symbol of all that
Armenians are...Sardarabad..-one
of three decisive battles in May
of 1918...Rosdom, Zavarian...
founding fathers of the A.R.F....
Aghpiur Serop, Kevork Chavoush,
Nigol Touman, Soghomon Tehlirian...
Armenian revolutionary heroes...
Vahan Cardashian...hmm Vahan
Cardashian...? Of all the names
of A.Y.F. chapters of Western
America, probably the least familiar
is that of the Vahan Cardashian
chapters. Just what accomplishments
earned Vahan Cardashian anihonor
bestowed only upon those as dear
to Armenians as Rosdom, Zavarian,
Vratzian, Chavoush...?

Vahan Cardashian was born in
Caesaerea in 1883, where he was later
educated until he came to the U.S.
in 1902. He studied law at Yale
University (1904-1908) and was ad-
mitted to the New York Bar in 1909.

In 1915 Vahan Cardashian lost all
-but one member of his family still
living in Turkey. From 1915-1917
Cardashian was essentially a one
man organization, a representative
of the Armenian Cause to American
audiences, speaking at clubs and
scientific and religious societies.
In 1917, suggested (and financed)
by the A.R.F., all the parties and
organizations of the Boston Armenian
community jointly formed the
Armenian National Union, to raise
funds and means for active propaganda
work in the U.S. Cardashian also
became the executive secretary of
its Armenian Press Bureau. The
Armenian Press Bureau released
countless publicatins about the
Armenian Question and succedeeded
in arousing much interest and
awareness among an otherwise in-
different American public.

Later, realizing the limitations
of his individual influence on the
American federal government through-
out his efforts in support of the

VAHAN CARDASHIAN
WHY VAHAN CARDASHIAN?

Cicilian Expedition scheme (the
War Department of the U.S. and the
general staff were preparing plans
to send secretly to Cilicia

75,000 soldiers with the idea of
dividing the Turkish forces in
anticipation of a war declaration
against Turkey), Cardashian
decided to gather around him a
variety of noted personalities

to further the idea of an Inde-
pendent Armenia through them, which
led to the forming of the American
Commitee for the Independence of
Armenia (ACIA). Among many well
known and distinguished Americans
he secured the cooperation and
support of James W. Gerard, former
Ambassador to Germany.

In 1919, the ACIA, through
Gerard, persuaded the Chairman of W
the Foreign Relations Committee,
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, to
pass a resolution for the mainten-
ance of peace in Armenia. Present
at the hearing of the Lodge res-
olution were representatives of
the Armenian National Union,

Prime Minister of the Armenian
Republic (Katchaznouni), Minister
of the government of Armenia in
Washington (Armen Garo), and
Cardashian.

Among other undertakings,
Cardashian and the ACIA also tried
to influence such American policies
as the recognition by the U.S.
of the government of the Armenian
Republic (the U.S.recognized,
through Secretary of State Colby,
the Armenian Republic as a de facto
government on April 22,1920), the
shipment of food,and munitions and
supplies for the maintenance of
a small army, and a small military
force to hold open the Batum »
to Yerevan railroad line until
the determinationof a final peace
conference and resolution to the
Armenian question (the American
Relief Administration under Herbert
hoover granted $10,000,000 worth



of wheat to the Armenian
Republic), and the American
mandate over Armenia, and fought
hard against the Lausanne Treaty
(which represents, essentially,
the end of all hopes for any
autonomous or ‘independent exist-
in Western Armenia) and the
establishment of normal relations
with Turkey.

Cardashian made his final cwdiared
appeal to the U.S. government bbb i /07
(to the Sec. of State in Sept. i 8y

1933) in a document of 39 pages -
in which he reviewed the entire |
history of the Armenian case it
from just after WWI to 1933, and §.
claimed that since the U.S.
recognized the Armenian Repubilic
and since President Wilson
defined the boundaries of the
Armenian provinces alloted to
Armenians and its sucgessive
presidents acknowledged moral
and political obligation toward
Armenia, the U.S. should consider
the Armenian international right
in dealing with Turkey and Russia @
in diplomatic relationms.

Vahan Cardashian died in
New York of a heart attack (he
had already survived two). In -
the absence of any relatives,
the.. New York committees of the
A.R.F. arranged a public funeral
for him and the Hairenik Daily
collected funds for a small
tombstone over his grave.

ANUSH MAGDESTIAN

i
-




Seventh Annual

A.Y.F. New Years

Extravaganza

"The Mass of men lead lives of quiet
desperation", Thoreau wrote in out-
rage when he could not attend the An-
nual Vahan Cardashian New Year's Eve
Extavaganza., Just the other day he
said bhe would be equally disappointed
if he could not attend this year,esp-
ecially with ever a greater bargain
than before,

Theusual extraordinary combination of
the best in Armenian music, courtesy
of Ed Hosharian Band, as well as the
latest .in American tunes, will res-
ound with the addition of the singing
of Karnig Sarkissian and Vigen Yecoub-
ian, a Thoreau-ly enjoyable music fes-
tival,

Beyond this aural feast, a deicious st-
eak dinner will be summoned from the
finest ericurean kitchen. To wash do-
wn this double feast, the well stocked
bar will fsature the infamous Vahan
Cardashian special, Donation. for din-
ner is §25, and $15 after ten tor the
music festival., Tickets can be obta-
ined from the Vahan Cardashian Chap-
ter. For information call Alice 722-
4638, and Marc 721-2916. Act now for
the mocst Thoreazu event of the year,

Armen Hairapetian

Why I Joined The A.Y.F.

It was approximately two years ago
when I went to my first A.Y.F. meet-
ing. I had been wanting to join for a
long time before then and now was my
chance. I was nervous and didn't want
to step foot into the center because
the meeting had already started.

As I pushed the door open, it creaked
and I felt so embarassed that I was
having serious doubts about whether
I'd be able to make it through the
doorway. But after I had received

4 warm welcome irom the president and
finally worked up the courage to look
around at the friendly faces smiling
up at me, I was able to stop my legs
from shaking andgot them to start mo-
ving in the direction of a near by
chair,

I remember being very impressed with
the A.Y.F. when I went to home. There
was, I felt, a sence of pride in being
a part of the select group. This
group was the young soul of its com-
munity, the hope for a brighter future
that glowed in the shining stars,

~ which many older Armenians loox up to,

rekindle their faith that a free Ar-
menia could indeed exist in the future.
When the junior members visited Ar-
Benian homes while "trick-or-treating"
on Halloween or christmas carolling
around christmas, they seemed to make
SO many people so happy, simply by
Ssinging Armenian songs and speaking Ar-
tenian. Just the sight of Armenian
youth working together; being togeth

and, most importantly, Staying Armenian
together, seemed to Set The Armenian
spirit Afire in them again,

I wanted to be a part of this "select
group", to share their pride in rep-
resenting the hope of the Armenian
people and in fulfiling the responci=
bility of keeping that hope alive,

This was why I joined the A.Y.F. and
what A,Y,F. represented to me. I felt
proud and privileged'to be a member

of the Armenian race because it made me
eligible to also be a member of this
organization, This feeling hasn't
changed, Unfortunately, many juniors |
share this pride; perhaps because they
do not realize their importance to {
their people, or perhaps they take

their privilege for granted. It is
truly unfortunate because many new
members of the A.Y.F, get the impre-
ssion that the A.Y.F. is just a so-

cial activities Committee, yhich
organize8 all kinds of "fun" events, o
They often feel that it is not wortly
sacrificing their time because the
AY.F, starts falling into "social"
categoryand the time set aside for




the A,Y.F. ceases to be recognized
as a sacrifice for the Armenian
community. .
Yet without this sacrifice on the
part of all our members, the A.Y.
F. can not achieve its goals of
serving the community and, ulti-
mately, the nation. The A.Y.F.,
by serving the nation, actually
serves the Ayxmenian people,

This includes all of us, and .
therefore the time we sacritice
for the A.Y.F. is really cons-
tructive time spert .towards get-
ting a step closer to our ulti-
mate goal, the goal of the Armen-
ian people: A Free and Indepen-
dent Armenia,

- Ani Minassian

THEY CAN ONLY SET FREE MEN FREE...
AND THERE IS NO NEED OF THAT:
FREE MEN SET THEMSELVES FREE

James Oppenheim
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On Sunday November 20, 1983 The AYPF
Jrs. had a march for education in
which all the chapters from the L.A.
area participated, marching from the
monument to the Armenian Mesrobian
School. We marched for Approximate-
ly two hours.

During the march another chapter
joined us, a chapter that had been
lost until the last few weeks, The
Orange County Serop Aghpiur Chapter
which is now concidered one of the
best AYF chapters.

While we were marching parents were
in cars watching us,also a few other

cars driven by AYF seniors from a num-

L]
ber of chapters were driving along,
in case someone became exhausted or

needed to put his belongings somewhere.

When we reached the school, the A.R.S.

74airy chapter jcooked and served spa-
Shetti to all the participants.
When everybody had finished eating,
we had activities and we played.
Afterwards, we went into the cafe-
teria for the announcements which
were as follows:

a)The Glendale Simon Zavarian
chapter collected the most amount of
money with a total of $1600.

/ b)The Hollywood Soghomon Teh-
lirian chapter collected the 2nd
most amount of money with a total
of $1400.

c)Araxi Khanzadian from the
Hollywood Soghomon Tehlirian chap-
ter collected $1200 by ,herself. She
was given the opportunity by the
Central Executive to go to Camp
Hayasdan.
d)The Central Executive congrad-
ulated the Torrance Ararat chapter
for collecting over $1000 with only
five members.
e) The central Executive said
sshere were some chapters who dis-
pointed them by not collecting
enough money. Of course, not all
of the remaining chapters were

classified under this category.

When the announcements were com-
pleted, we were allowed to move
freely upon the premises of the
school.

All the chapters played games toge-
ther which constructed a certain
kind of fraternal atmosphere.

In my opinion the day was very fun,
a great experience, and kept me
focusing on the Armenian Cause,

also the togetherness of the chapters
helped a very good amount because
everybady was friendly. All in all
it couldn't have been better, unless
you would like to count a few minor
details such as a very large, out-
standing, and overall great chapter
with the initials V.C. which won the
olympies didn't have enough Jr.
members.

Garo Madenlian



Armenian Revolutionary Federation

ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION

The Youth Organization of the

Western U.S.A.
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Since 1973, Armenian lerrorism
has been on the uprise, amounting
up to 150 attacks directed against
Turkish installations and diplomats.
This uprise has incited the inte-
rests of many, including the U.S.
Government's, and as we all know,
has not been met with much sympathy.

Being a conscientiouspeople,
the condemnation of Armenian Ter-
rorism has been a cause for much
of the controversy over the present
terrorist policy in our community
as well. Our moral beliefs and even
loyalty to the gov't under which we
reside has caused many of us to
view the issue of the justification
of Armenian Terrorism as confusing,
to say the least.

Caught in a situation where one
must either support the pursuit of
the Cause through violent means and
be a "true Hye", or follow mora-
lity's binding laws and the policy
of his gov't, thus satisfying one's
fidelity to his nagging conscience,
a sense of discord pervails.

Attempts can be made and have
been made to justify this disjunc-
tive policy on political, legal, and
even the most delicate moral grounds,
but the counterarguments that seem
to bounce back render themselves
difficult to ignore. So, I think
it would be better to put our con-
siences at ease by shcwing why the
U.S.'s policy condemning Armenian
Terrorism is unjustifiable. I be-
lieve this to be so for one major
reason. The U.S. Gov't condems Ar-
menian Terrorism, and wost other
terrorism not out of its deep hu-
manistic convictions, but out of self.
interest. The problem with this
policy is that they do not admit
to be so. The only reason we hear
for condemnation is that terrorism
is barbaric, violent, etc.. Howe-
ver, they do not believe this to be
the case for all terrorists.

The U.S. Gov't had convenietly
stated that the Genocide of 1915
never occured and that chus the
terrorists have no true claim.

The Dep't of State officially stated
in its bulletin of August 1982 that
"Because the historical record of
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biguous, the Dep't of State does not
endorse allegations that the Turkish
Gov't commited a geuocide against th#
Armenian people.'" This statement camc
after a great deal of pressure from
Turkey, to discourage any sympathetic
views that may have been forming in
The American people as a result of the
rallies, articles in papers, and even
terrorist acts. The pressure from
Turkey was so eminent that former Sec-
ratary of State Haig went so far as

to praise Turkey for its efforts in
establishing human rights there, and
to state that "Any act of terrorism

is deplorable and a firmer effort

must be made ot put an end to any
terrorist activities in the U.S."

Although after a great deal of lob-
bying and petitioning we did get a
partial retraction of the statement
quoted from the Dep't of State Bulletin,
the U.S. still does not say that a ge-
nocide occured. And may be it might
be acceptable to some for a country
to believe and state what it likes
when self-interests are concerned, but
when that policy of the acceptance
of certain historical facts is gover. |
by who that gov't's ally happens to be
at the time, a certain fear arises
within me and should arise within any
concerned man or woman. In effect,
can we allow our history books to be
rewritten every time a new adminis-
tration arrives with a new foreign
policy? In this case, a compariscn to
Orwell's 1984 should not seem far-
fetched.

The U.S. position on Armenian
Terrorism stems from both the U.S,
military and financial interests in
Turkey.

The U.S. needs Turkey as a coope-
rative ally because Turkey is quite
strategically located. They can not
afford to upset Turkey. Quoting Warren
Christopher, former Deputy Secretary
of State, in a speech in 1979, "Turkey
occupies a unique geopolitical position

bordering the Soviet Union and
controlling that country's access to
the Mediterranean. It provides a highly
useful location for U.S. Military in
tallations that perform important NALUC
functions and help us verify arms



limitations agreements.', in other flexible, individually interpretable,

“vords, allows us to spy on Russia. and open to debate, we can at least
Turkey also acts a military base feel better about the situation, and
near the Middle East which can be have a finger to point back at.

used in the event of an attack di-
rected against Iran, Iraq, or any
unstable Middle Eastern country by
the Soviet Union. The importance of SARAﬁlLEnggg§TSON
the "neutrality" of the Middle East P

is vital for a continuing oil supply.

We have in Turkey U.S. aircraft,
three intelligence gathering instal-
lations, a long range navigation
station, to mention a few. And this
information it what the Dep't of
State has released. What information
it has not released for security
reasons I leave to the reasonable
imagination.

Decause of the importance of Tur-
key strategically, the U.S. has also
given a great deal of aid to Turkey
to keep up the good lines of communi-
cation and their much needed coope-
ration. In 1981 alone, over 452
million dollars were granted to Turkey

s military and financial assistance.
}.S. trade with Turkey exceeds 500
million dollars and trade regulations
have been greatly reduced so as to en-
courage further business ties.

In conclusion, I hope it is now «:
clear why the U.S.'s position condem-
ning Armenian Terrorism is an unjus-
tifiable one. Masked by feeling of
anger over the violence and sorrow
for the victims of the terrorist
attacks, the U.S. goes so far as to
distort history for its own stra-
tegic gains.

Even if the U.S. condoned Ar-

menian Terrorism because it believed
in the Armenian Cause, it could never
admit this. May be one day, when
relations between the U.S. and Turkey
sour, and an Armenian State in that
area can be seen as beneficial and
even necessary to american interests,
the U.S. will reverse its view.
This whole concept of changing one's
convictions according to one's present
interests is one that is totally undig-

Tified. Although two wrongs, of one
considers either Armenian Terrorism
or the U.S. policy to Le wrong, will
never make a right, in this game of
politics where everything is




Through my converstion with
various young Armenians, [ have
learned that some don't know why
some Armenians speak differently
than others. In other words, they
-are not aware of the existance of
two branches of the Modern Armenian
Language: Eastern and Western. Since
American Armenians have come from

different parts of the world, we find

toth Eastern and Western spoken here.
As the name suggests, Eastern

Armenian is the language of Eastern or

"Russian'' Armenia, today mostly spo-

ken in Soviet Armenia and Iran; while

Western Armenia is the language of
Western or "Turkish' Armenia, today

spoken in the Middle Eastern countries.
The 19-th century was a period of

major developments in the Armenian
language. Spoken Armenian had become
different than the written "krapar"
Armenian. Different commundities had
different dialects, modern Armenian
developed in the two Armenian intel-
lectual centers Yerevan (first at

Moscow University) and Constantinople.

So Eastern Armenian was based on the
Araratian (Yerevan) dialect, and
western Armenian on the Constanti-
nople dialect. Both used "krapar' as
a base, but Eastern Armenia was less

influenced by it than the Western one.

The basic vocabulary was the same

(though not neccessarily in meaning)
but the formation of new words took
different forms ¢.g. "herakhos'" and
"heratsayn''. But what most differen-

rYiates one form the other is the gram-

mer structure, e.g. "kroum em' and
"ge krem'" (same root, differnt gram-
mer) .

Each branch, in its own right,
is equal to the other. Those who
wpeak the different branches whould
be equally proud of their language.

Communicaticen problems should not hin-

der someone to speak exrlusively in

English. Learning from each other is
the key to all communicative diffi-

culties. We CAN overcome them in the
AY.F. spirit.

Rita Hintlian

ASHOD YiRGAT,
ORANGE COUNTRY
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AAAA Concert .

Last saturday,November 12,1983

at the Gallery Theatre in Barmnsdall
Park,Hollywood;The Armenian

Allied Arts Association held

its 50th annual fall musical
featuring their 1983 competitioun
winners.
The evening was full of excitement
as the spectators awaited each
performance of the talented youth
of our Armenian comnunity.
As the crowd grew the performers,
tension increased while they
awaited their turn to play.

Among the performers was one of
our <very own AYF members,Violette
Bulujian.She placed lst.in the
junior division by’'playing:prelade
and fugue no.2 in C minor by Bach,
sonata opus 10 no.l-2nd movement
by Bethoven,and minuet''suite
Bergamasque' by Debussy;and
winning a cash prize.
We wish her luck in whatever she

seeks for the future.
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f/’ ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION

-

The Youth Organization of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Western /.S.A.

CALTUNLB OF A.Y.F. EVENTS

- e e e mm e R A e m ms W MM A S Em e e e A W wm me

Friday December 2 Jinior Scng light at the Hollywood
Armenian center,

Satirdav December 3 Montebello Vahan Cardashian juniors invite
all A.Y.F. members to a double feature at
5 p.m. at the Mesrobian School Hall
admission is 2.00$%

atur:liv December 3 A trip tep Magic Mountain taken by the
Sardarabad chapter.

Sunday Tecember 4 Novitiate Seminar, for all A.Y.F.
: Novitiates of Southern California,
THe seminar will start at 10:00 A M.
at the Glendale Center, 419-A West
Colorado.

Friday Dicember 9 Asbarez Night for Rosdom Seniors.

Sunday December 11 Joint meeting Roupen Chapter and
Nigol Touman Chapter.

Tuesday Decerber 13 An assembly at Ferrahian;Armenian
Revolutionaries past and present
given by the Sardarabad chapter.

Friday Tecember 16, Asbarez night by Musa Dagh chapter
all chapters are invited,

Saturday December 17 Asbarez Night for the Roupen Chapter.
Sunday December 18 Asbarez night for the Sardarabad chapter.

Weekend Docember 17-18 Trip to San Diego by Vahan Cardashiam
and Sardarabad Chapters.

Sundav Docomber 18 icnic organized by Torance Potorig
Chapter. )

~— A West Colorado Bivd - Suite 23 Glendale, Ca 91204 - Tel. 1213) 243-3491
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
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