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EDITORIAL — Our Challenge

Fifty years have passed since the
Armenian Youth Federation was founded
on these distant shores of the United
States.

Today, fifty years later, the A.Y.F.
still stands at the threshold of 1984
not only with the same, but even with
a more steadfast conviction: to serve
the just but ignored political demands
of the Armenian People without bargain
or compromise.

Throughout this half century, the
ranks of the Armenian Youth Federation
have consisted of young generations
coming from varied surroundings. This
fact, however, has not prevented these
youths from declaring their common
aim: a sense of belonging 'to that
invincible entity known as the Armen-
ian Nation which has always strived
to maintain the pure vigilant and
enduring Armenian character even in
the face of numerous obstacles.

There have undoubtedly been times
when it has been difficult to keep
up with political and social obliga-
tions, but, in general, we can proudly
declare that the ranks of the Armen-
ian Youth Federation now consists of
nearly 2000 ungers who become more
conscious of the important mission of
their organization as each year passes.
Finally, it is here where the soldiers
and workers of future Armenian genera-
tions will come together and will
receive the national education which
is so important and which must be
developed as early as possible.

It is precisely in light of this
concern that the newly-formed Central
Executive will use any means necessary
to revitalize and icrease the A.Y.F.
ranks. Efforts will be made to accomp-
lish this goal by closely examining
the difficulties which each chapter
faces and by presenting the organi-
zation to the community during various

public events such as the A.Y.F. 50-th
Ann {versary celebration held last year,
or the Political Rally/Requiem services
held for those martyred in Lisbon. In
addition, closer ties between various
chapters will be encouraged in order

to prevent isolated mentalities which,
unfortuantely, are often forced upon
us by the geographic distance of this
country.

On an international level, A.R.F.
Youth Camp sessions have been orga-
nized at which our ungers will have
another opportunity to work and become
acquainted with ungers of other
regions who have similar concerns, as
they did at the first of these camp
sessions held in August in Greece. (More
details regarding this camp session are
in this issue of the Haytoug.)

We find this type of activity to
be necessary for the identification
of the international nature of the
Armenian Cause.

The Haytoug will continue its role
as the main organ of the Armenian

Youth Federation by informing our
ungers and the Armenian youth in gene-
ral about the various activities of the
chapters during the year and by fami-
liarizing other readers with our Cause.

Our major concern is that there exist
a huge faction of the Armenian Youth-
both born in America and recently
immigrated from other regions- which
remains distant and foreign from the
ranks of the Armenian Youth Federation
for this or that reason.

Thus, with this first issue of the
Haytoug, we appeal to all those Armen-
ian youths within whom the Armenian
flame has not yet completely burned out,
to put an end to their marginal way of
life, to join our ranks, and with us,
tog ether to challenge the persecution
by the enemy: The definite result of our
united efforts will be our final victory.

LONG LIVE THE ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION
LONG LIVE THE ARMENTIAN NATIONAL
LIBERATION STRUGGLE



FOR A FEW MINDS TO TICK ...

One of the few true leaders and
brightest personalities of the con-
temporary Armenian Liberation Strug-
gle who himself became an accessible
target of Turkish state terrorist's
conspiracy, as a consequence of
which his whereabouts remain unknown,
once said:

"I love the Armenian People and
the nation it constitutes, for which,
as a Party member, I am prepared to
sacrifice my life; but to tell the
truth, I've begun hating Armenians
themselves." _

I wander sometimes if there is
or has been an activist in the Armen-

ian reality of the second part of the

20-th century specifically in its
political arena, who has not, at one
point in the course of his activism,
produced thoughts in agreement with
the above words,-albeit. only to
himself- or who has not shared the
irritation this one leader has had.
I can't fool my conscience with a
negative response. This inner
irritation in an activist giving
birth to potential defeatist and
pessimist thoughts and attitudes vis
a vis the cause are even a graver
catalyst in the case of a revolutio-
nary activist who has based his be-
liefs, plans, and actions upon a
time factor, advocating a change in
a shorter time period and a change
in a shorter time through whatever
means necessary. Let us indulge in

a less superficial attempt to a
study of this malignant threat
without sinking too deeply into
history.

It is known already that at the
outset of our people's cultural
renaissance in late 19-th century,
the political and socio-economic
oppression if previous times had
brought about unbearable conditions

for all strata of the Armenian People;

even the wealthier stratum in general
had nationalistic aspirations of its
own-of course, we are not referring to
the technically assimilated Armenians
of the Russian aristocracy or of the
"amira" class in the Ottoman Empire.
The fact remains that the absolute
majority of Armenidns were receptive
to any alleviation of their condition
as long as the risks were not tre-
mendously frightening. And indeed,
the cultural renaissance resulted
in the influx of political ideas and
ideals among the Armenian masses, and,
as this awakening developed a poli-
tical consciousness- although not an
educated, nevertheless a genuine one-
it gave birth to political parties,
which the masses, however skeptically
of first, espoused and made flourish.
The gratest and the most rational
party of the Armenian political reality
to this date presented itself to the
people with a manifesto appealing to
the old as well as the youth, to the
woman, to the wealthy, and to the
clergy. Soon enough, the revolutionaries
were well-respected for what they strug-
gled to achieve, the freedom fighters
were revered, and the Armenian homes
made available as refuge for the Armen-
ian "terrorist" who returns from
delivering the just punishment to a
traitor

Things ahve changed, haven't they?

Nowadays, the individual Armenian
is in a more affluent economic situation
than ever, which does guarantee him a
"respectable" social status, He
has built his churches, schools, gro-
cery stores, and night clubs; it seems
he is content, asking for no more than
simply - peace... Even the Armenian of
the lower economic classes does not see
any connection between his own and the
cause of his people; he has no national
concerns at stake; so why worry? Evi-
dently, it becomes senseless to even




discuss his attitude toward the
revolutionary and the just "terrorist';
he avoids giving personal checks when
donating for the defense of innocent
Armenian prisoners in fear of compli-
cations, let alone providing sanc-
tuary to the freedom fighters of

today. And yes, the Western and Eastern
imperialist civilizations do go on
educating their constituents and
amongst them our fellow Armenian in
such a individualistic-materialistic
fashion that they would preoccupy
themselves with their own financial
well-being; and as long as Armenians do
not open their "political eyes", they
are welcome to stay in the country, to
be exploited by other citizens or even
to- exploit these other citizens- it
doesn't matter really. '

What do all of these mean for the
Armenian activist? We ask ourselves:
"Does this behavior of the average
Armenian compromise the dedication of
the activist"?

Meanwhile, the Armenian revolutio-
nary, the creation of his people,
idealistically attempts the "poli-
ticization" of his people. The Armen-
ian revolutionary movement-which
can never be a conspirational- eli-
tist force seeking to alter the condi-
tions of the people as a "Leninist
Vanguard" would- is a popular move-
ment by nature and cannot rely on the
moral or financial backing of a third
party, governmental or non-governmen-
tal; rather, it bases its survival
directly on the dedication of its acti-
vists and the sacrifice of the res-
pected few who donate, march, donate
again and again... And as long as the
afformentioned spport is in the decline,
so will the morale of the revolutio-
nary and of his activism.

Therefore, relying merely on logic,
we can assert that this lack of active
support does alienate and disillusion
the Armenian antivist and/or revolu-
tionary who tries to expand the struggle
on both fronts, internal and exter-
nal. What is the solution? There

probably is no absolutely effective

and rational solution, as the effec-
tive and the rational are different
from each other; we cannot possibly
hope for the destruction of our Dias-
pora communities and the return of our
people back to refugee camps and misery-
as effective as it may seem vis a vis
our objective of securing a mass par-
ticipation in the movement of all
Armenians having material concerns

at stake— we refrain ourselves from
reactionarism and on the contrary,

hope for the continuation of the
present status quo,

as rational as it may seem; we can't
help our irritation as we witness the
passiveness of some who see their -
activeness in the support of the election
campaign of an Armenian, out to secure
a more prestigious jobs for himself

and affluence for his family; we hope
that Armenians would support the
struggle despite the absence of apparent
material benefits.

As it stands now, a remedying anti-
dote to.the malignancy of this situation
is far-fetched or non-existent. I wrote
my thoughts not based on the "naivete"
that it has the power of shaking the
ways of human nature and therefore
the ability to better the existing
situation of our people or to pre-
vent spiritual alienation and assi-
milation. I merely wished to share
with you the words of a great revo-
lutionary, attempting to elaborate on
them with the beleif that it will
make a few minds—-friendly of other-
wise- tick and conceive.

VIKEN HOVSEPIAN



COMMUNTIQUE

Fifty years ago, the A, Y. F,
was foundedin the United States
with the clear goal of preserving
the Armenian heritage on foreign
soil far from the home from which
our exiled people were driven.

In 1933, the Armenian Youth in
America was in desperate need of

a way to fight the assimilation
process which would inevitably
swallow the national awareness

of our people, adding it to a

long list of homeless nations
which have seen their deaths in
the face of the large melting pots
of foreign countries. It was for
this purpose, that many chapters '
were formed in the U.S.A. and
Canada. '

Now, half a century later, we
still find ourselves on thege
foreign lands; yet, we have not
assimilated. On the contrary, we
have used our strength to emerge
victoriously from the battle, to
not only survive but to join our
voices with the voices of the dis-
persed Armenian youth in the pursuit
of our national rights. Today, A.R.F.
Youth Organizations operate in the
Middle East, Europe, Australia, South
and North America. We stand in unity
with one purpose and ond ideal.

We pursue the immediate goal of
pPreparing active members for our pa-
rent organization, the Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation, by giving them
the necessary ideological, political
and national education, in the spirit
of the A.R.F. Constitution, By-Laws,
History and traditions.

Today, the ranks of the A.R.F. Youth
Organization of Northern America are
more than 2000 strong; through educa-
tional camp seminars, and various types
of other gatherings, our members come
together, acquaint themselves with each
other, provide inspiration to one ano-
ther, and they become filled with deter-
mination and with total devotion to commit
themselves to our National Liberation
Struggle, in order to reestablish the
United, Free and Independent Armenia.

Indeed, due to the efforts of the
successive generations of Armenian youth,
the Hai Tad activities have been trans-
formed from their passive state to a
vibrant and forceful one, thus becoming
the true and genuine expressions of the
Armenian Revolution. The A.R.F. Youth
Organizations were and remain the vanguard
and the flag bearers of this advancement.

Now, at the end of fifty years, we have
come to reaffirm our beliefs and our com -
mitment to continue to struggle, to fight,
to sacrifice and eventually to become vic-
torious. We are prepared to incessantly
carry out our struggle, if necessary, for
other half-centuries, for we believe that
the "only key for our salvation" is the
incessant fight.

IN THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT,

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE OF WESTERN AMERICA
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE OF EASTERN AMERICA
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE OF CANADA
ARMENTAN YOUTH FEDERATION

(THE YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF THE
ARMENTAN REVOLUTIONARY FEDERATION)
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STATEMENT OF THE AYF CE REPRESENTATIVE
AT 50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

An organization founded in 1933
to strugle for the liberation of Ar-
menia.

An organization founded to nourish
the ranks of the Armenian Revolutio-
nary Federation with fresh blood.

An organization that is determined
not to save any effort in the pursuit
of the just cause of the Armenian
people.

50 years of service to the Ameri-
can—-Armenian communities from coast,
to coast.

THIS IS THE ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDE-
RATION.

Today, equipped with 50 years of
experience, the Armenian Youth Fede-
ration faces you, with its entire mem-
bership, to express its continued
commitment to the Armenian cause and
its determination to assist in work
towards the establishment of an inde-
pendent national homeland for the Ar-
menian people.

The Armenian Youth Federation is
founded in the U.S., but it is an in-
ternal part of a worldwide network of
ARF Youth Organizations. The AYF has
developed means to function in the most
effective manner in the American-
Armenian communities, adapting its
functions to the realities of this
country. In fifty years, the situation
in the American-Armenian communities
has changed, demographically and other-
wise, but the AYF has adjusted it-
self to the changing situation, with
the purpose of functioning in the
most efficient and productive way.

Although the AYF is founded to
function in the American-Armenian
communities in a manner that is most
suitable to those communities, it is
still part of a worldwide organization,
with units in the four corners of the
world. The Armenian Youth Federation
of the Western U.S. must and shall keep
pace with the evolution of different

ARF Youth Organizations. We all have
different ways of functioning, but
we are part of the same organization,
with the same aspirations and the
same one goal.

To promote this sense of unity,
the three AYF regions of North Ameri-
ca maintain channels and exchange
information with each other. They
also have yearly tri-central meetings,
in a different region every year. For
the summer of 1984, the three regions
together, have scheduled a three week
long camping session/leadership se-
minar, to take place at Camp Hayastan
in Boston. Twelve members from each
region will participate in this prog-
ram, where they will go through
an extensive educational program,
presented by qualified academicians,
party members and experts in the field
of leadership skills and communi-
cations.

Internationally, representitives
of our region have participated in
world congresses of ARF Youth Orga-
nizations, in France and Beirut. Pre-
sently, seven members from our region
are taking part in an international
ARF youth camping session in Athens,
Greede.

Now, 50 years behind us, we realize
the inportance of our mission. The Ar-
menian communities of the diaspora
have entrusted us with the task of
attracting the Armenian yvouth into
our ranks, creating a national con-
sciousness in them and engaging them in
Hai Tad activities. The AYF's mission
is not the mere preservation of the
Armenain culture, because we have
come to realize that our culture can
not be indefinetly preserved in the
diaspora. The establishment of a na-
tional homeland for the Armenian people
is an imperative for us and our acti-
vities are geared toward that end.

Our goals are ambitious and our



task, difficult. In order to regis- ral,financial and active support be-
ter progress, we need to mobilize yond a once—a-year event, but at the
all of our resources and ensure wide same time, we promise to you that we
community support. Before anyone else, are determined to carry on the task
we have expectations from the AYF ourselves, if we are left alone. We
alumni, who have taken the oath we are willing to carry this heavy bur-
have all taken-an oath to serve the den alone, because the AYF prepares
Armenian people and struggle for the members who place our national inte-
liberation of Armenia. The oath does rest above their narrow self-inte-
not lose its force when our members rest. The AYF prepares members who
reach the age to leave the AYF. The are commited to the Armenain cause.
commitement to our common goal can The AYF will not ask for your

not have a time limitaion. It must support, but will expect it from every
remain with us as long as our goals Armenian, but especially from you,
are not realized. We can not afford the AYF alumni, because we, all come
seeing our supporters limiting their from the same organization and have
participation to Hai Tad to only ver- pledged to struggle for the libe-
bal statements of support without ac- ration on Armenia.

tive participation. We will progress
and achieve our goals only through
collective efforts. We request mo by Vahe Yacoubian
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OPINION

Whether or not a "good" Armenian
should speak his mother tongue has
become a most controversial issue
amongst our community. There are
basically two opinions concerning
this issue. The non-Armenian-speaking
public believes that languages should
not determine a person's patriotism.
Opposing this belief, the Armenian-
speaking group insists that language
is the most important factor that
determines an individual's patriotism.
Whether or not a person speaks his mother
tongue is a personal choice that every
individual should make on his own. But
no one should forget the importance of
the Armenian lanuage. -y

As Khatchadour Apovian has written,
"Lanuage is what keeps a nation toge-
ther and guarantees the survival of
its people." If we do not learn to speak
our mother tongue, we will loose an
important part of our individuality. By
doing so, we will become yet another
fading minority in the world. Ironi-
cally, we do not have a distinctive
characteristic, such as oriental eyes
or a unique religion, to separate us
from other Christians. Our Armenian
heritage, including our language, is the
only distinctive trait that secures
our existence. :

The Armenian language also has an
important part in our history. We should
not forget all the battles, wars and
massacres our ancestors experienced
during Persian and Turkish oppressions.
Our forfathers struggled very hard to
create, preserve and pass on to us a
rich culture that we, the new gene-
ration, would be proud of. We must not
forget our precious heritage that was
started by Haig and has survived through
many turmoil centuries. It is our duty
to maintain and to flourish the legacy

we have inherited, in orderto secure its .

survival for yet many more centuries.

Moreover, the knowledge of Armenian
literature should be a part of every
Armenian's education. Unfortuantely,
all the Armenian literary works are,
exclusively written in Armenian.
Translations can not be considered
equivalents of the original works.

A non-Armenian speaking indjvidual will
be unaware of the wonderful works

of Varoujan, Raffi, and their contem—
poraries. Furthermore, Armenian Lite-
rature's future progress will come to

a halt, because most of the capable
minds of the future will write in
English literature instead of the
Armenian.

Considering these and many other
reasons, the new generation should make
an effort to learn Armenian. At the
same time, we, the Armenian speaking
public, should not condemn the new
generations for their ignorance of
our language. We should encourage
them to learn this rich language.
Above all, we must stop considering
ourselves "better'" Armenians because
we speak Armenian. Language is impor-
tant, but it should not be used to
label people as ''good" or '"bad"
Armenians.

NELLIE AJAMIAN

The A.Y.F.-Youth Organization of the A.R.F.

Eastern United States of America has
published a song book of Armenian Natiomal
and Revolutionary Songs. The song book is
dedicated to the memory of our fellow A.Y.
F.ers (the A.R.F. Youth of Lebanon) who
gave their lives in the defense of the
Armenian people during the Lebanese Civil
War.



MEMORABLE DAY IN FRESNO

Spectacular! In that one word we can
just about summarize the weekend of
September 3,4,5, when the Glendale
Simon Zavarian and the Psadena Nigol
Touman chapters paid a visit to the
Fresno Kevork Chavoush chapter.

The weekend started with a feeling of
doubt in the air but as minutes went by
nteraction of the three chapters was
incredible. It seemed that all of us
knew each other for so long that this
could not have been the first trip -
of its kind. ‘

The days were filled with such acti-
vities as playing games, having swim-
ming competitions, doing sight seeings,
picking fruits, having special short

dancing with each unger participating
at what he/she liked doing best.

What trip would be fun without the
usual night raids?

Doubtless to say, all advisors got
raided and provided bundles of laughter
for the ungers, thus adding to the
friendly atmosphere. One could feel
the deep appreciation of the ungers
towards the advisors for making such
a trip enjoyable and memorable for all.
When the day of department came, pictures
were taken and promises of another get
together were exchanged. Ofcourse it was
difficvlt to part but keeping in mind
future visits the caravan of eight cars
slowly disapeared around the bend.

educationals which added the fun.
The nights were even more enjoyable.
sitting around the campfire, singing and

TAMAR DER MEGERDICHIAN:

Sunday, September 11 was a hot day. This
was also the long awaited date for Musa
Dagh's scheduled pinic. It was to

begin at 10 A.M. in Magnolia park. Around 9
o'clock, several members of the Musa Dagh
chapter were gathered at the park

It was time for work. While few members

of Musa Dagh cleaned up the tables, others
set them up. On the other hand, under the
supervision of several helpful parents, others
took on the responsibility of preparing the
food.

Around 12 o'clock, an enormous crowd had
gathered. A bank called " The Armenian Family"
enriched the atmosphere with its music. Lotteries
were also sold. Several lucky participants went
home with surprising presents. After the picnic
was over, members of Musa Dagh and Soghomon
Tehlirian chapters cleaned up the park.

Due to the success of the picnic, Musa
Dagh plans to organize many such social events
in the future.

NELLIE AJAMTIAN
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A DAY OF CAMP

13 year old Armen was pretty
excited about his first day at A.Y.F.
Camp. His friends had told him lots
of camp stories. His favorite was the
time when unknown assailants moved a
boy camper into the girl's bathroom
and how he was awarded 50 push-ups
by a camp court justice for parti-
cipating, however unwillingly. Now
he too, would be a part of it.

Early Monday morning, Armen was
startled into consciousness with the
loud trumpeting of a fellow camper.
Frantically he hoped out of his bunk,
fell down (unfortunatily he was on
top), got up and raced to wash up
and get dressed. He was not,going to
miss even a second of this exciting
day.

During calisthenics he waited
impatiently for the infamous finger
exercises which would be immediately
followed by teh beastly Tarzan exer-
cises. He also wondered how the female
campers managed to look so beautiful
at 7:30 a.m. After the flag raising,
breakfast was served in the lodge. He
ate heartily although there were still
knots of excitement in his stomach.

Armed with pen and paper, Armen
eagerly awaited the educational which
was to begin shortly. When the learned
educational director strolled in and
began the day's mind enrichment lesson,
Armen hurriedly scribbled down notes
in order to help his team win the
quizbowl at the end of the week. As
the educational drew to a close, Armen
realized how rich his culture was with

myths and epics. Yes , he did have fate.

As he looked up he was struck by the
counselor in the corner wearing dark
glasses whose chin fell to her chest
and jerked back up again. What puzzled
him was the phenomenon of this vicious
cycle recurring every 2-3 minutes and
continuing even after the campers had
filed out. He hoped nothing was wrong.

The educational was followed by the
organized activities for the Red, Blue
and Orange teams, which included Arts
and Crafts, riflerly, archery, hiking
and boating. They went to Arts and
Crafts.

After a delecious lunch prepared by
by our gourmet chef who he was sure
was imported from the Cordon Bleu, our
little Armen dashed to the pool. Between
Marco Polo and chicken fights, he again
marvelled at modern technology, splen-
didly displayed in the form of water-
proof cosmetics.

Precisely at 3:30, Armenchig was
seen entering his cabin, donning hsi new
athletic gear and psyching up for the
team competitions. What followed can
only be described as a scene of dazzling,
daring and death-defying feats- feats
that could only be witnessed at A.Y.F.
Camp. Armen's mighty Red team emerged
victorious form the grueling egg-toss
battle.

The evening meal being served and
quickly forgotten, our hero returned
to his cabin and changed into warmer
attire. The campfire was sure to be
a smash. Singing by the campfire,
toasting marshmallows and dancing around
the pit seemed to Armen the almost
perfect end to the perfect day.

Lainting one of the larger male counse-
lor's fingernails feescia, and filling
a fellow camper's shoes with shaving
cream made the day complete.

Lying in bed, in a half-conscious
state, Armen felt proud of himself
and of hiscamp. He had made friends
and he had revelled in the idea of being
part of a rich and deserving people.

He excitedly anticipated the surprises
tomorrow held in store..... Perhaps
a name for camp.....

KATHY FUNDUKIAN
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AYF CHAPTERS AT WORK ...

Members of Mousa Dagh and Soghomon The AYF members read resolutions
Tehlirian chapters of the AYF got from various chapters of AYF Western
together on Saturday August 13th to clean U.S.A. Two letters were read that
up the Hollywood Armenian center. The were written by the fathers of the
clean up project was organized by the heroes. Also a poem was recited.
Musa Dagh chapter's newexecutive body. To close the program everyone
Around 11:00 A.M., ten "Ungers" en- held a candle and with the lights
thusiastically started cleaning up the turned off we all sang Mer-Hayrenik.
lower part of the Armenian center which :
included; the main hall, the corridor, AYF
the bath rooms, the ARS and AYF offices. ROSDOM CHAPTER

After a great amount of hard work and
perspiration the center was finally ‘
cleaned by 3:30 P.M. In the future,
the seniors plan on remodeling the

AYF office.

SYLVIA DAKESTAN

A memorial program was held on
September 6th 1983, by the Bay Area
AYF Rosdom chapter in the memory of the
five Armenian Martyrs who sacrificed their
lives in Lisbon, for the Armenian Cause.

The program was attended by 125 Armenian
community members which mostly consisted
of youth members.

The master of ceremonies (Zareh
Samurkashian) re-lived the day the
the five Armenian youths gave their
lives for the Armenian Cause.

In front of the audience there
were the pictures of the Maryrs along
with five candles. The guest speaker
unger Varant Kasparian talked about how
we should all be proud as a nation to
have heroes such as these who very
strongly believe in our cause and are
doing something to let the world know that
we are not going to sit back anymore and
wait for something to happen but that we
are going to keep doing things that will
make us be recognized by everyone till we
finally reach our goal.

Der Hayr said a prayer for the youth and
held a hokehankist. He also delivered a
remembrance speech stressing how everyone
should feel proud of th r heritage and
should do anything to fight for our
collective goals.
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Statement made by the AYF Central Executive
at the Political/Ralley re quiem services
held for the five Heroes Martyred in Lisbon

We bow our heads before the Revo-
lutionary act carried out by the mar-
tyred heroes Ara Kerdjelian, Vatche
Daghlian, Simon Yahneian, Sarkis
Aprahamian, and Setrag Ajemian and
before the ideological strength
behind their act.

We collectively bow our heads
before this new breed of fighters
for the just Armenian Struggle born
in and acquiring their vitality from
the most authentic sources of the
‘Armenian Revolution and before
the life, actions, death, and me-
mory of these new fedayees who
sacrificed themselves at the
"altar of freedom'.

We respectfully salute them and
note the powerful message of these
five young men:

"If you ever find our act to be
inexplicable and do not understand
its underlying causes, it means that
you are blinded and that you no longer
see the desperate anger flashing in
the eyes of the survivors of the
Genocide;

"You no longer see the painful
convulsions of the Armenian parents
at the sight of the involuntary
assimilation of their children in
foreign lands;

"You can no longer see the Psyco-
logical destruction of the youth
foreign to his parents, his people,
his culture, and his environment:

"We, and with us, all the fighters
enlisted with complete dedication
in the struggle of the Armenian
Revolution, clearly understand and
live the entire extent of the suffe-
ring of our people;

"We are the offspring born from
the womb of the Armenian People,
and we rejected all conditions that
have been forced upon us;

"We refused to associate our
participation in the People's Strug-
gle for the National Liberation

vile bargains;

"We refused to stain the spirit
and existence of the Armenian Natio-
nal Liberation Struggle with stra-
tegies and a moral understanding which
are foreign to its spirit and exis-
tance;

"We refused to compromise, and
rather than subjecting our lives to
worthless harassment, we decided
to throw ourselves with the '"madness"
of Sardarabad in life and in death,
yves knowingly, into the life and
death struggle'.

It is not possible to measure
the strength of this act's message;
conscously or unconsciously, each
Armenian individual, in light of this
act, either openly or hidden in the
deep recesses of his soul, questioned
his own conscious and awareness
with the determination and clear reso-
lution of his obligations.

Some, terrified even from the
shadow of their distorted existence,
found an additional justification
to lose themselves to an even greater
extent in faceless mobs, while others,
disclosing their bankrupt spirits,
refused to acknowledge the act and
the heroes who commited it, while
still others were surprised, shocked,
perplexed; they condemned, were angered,
distorted; they pitied, and felt
either guilt or as if they were accom-
plices.

However, the Armenian People itself,
through the response of the parents,
declared that it was proud of Vatche,
Ara, Setrag, Sarkis and Simon, and
that in order to live freely in its
homeland and imbibed with the goal
of creativity, has many more children
to offer who will continue the vic-
torious journey of the Armenian Struggle
sanctified with the blood of the five
Martyrs in Lisbon, who will take the
burden upon themselves to fulfil the
as yet unfulfilled obligations and




responsibilities of those who fell
on the victorious road of the struggle,
who, by transforming the sacrifice
of those Martyred in Lisbon into their
banner, will make the impossible
possible, and the possible, a reality.
The Youth of the Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation is the steadfast
landmark echoing the call of the
Armenian Revolutionary.
The A.R.F. Youth. which bows before
all sacrifice for the Cause of its

Statements made by the A.Y.F. chaptérs on
political rally/requiem services held for

- in Lisbon.
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We, the Bay Area Rosdom Chapter
would like to express our deepest
sympathies to the families of the
five young men who gave their lives
in Lisbon.

This type of acts shows that
there are Armenians in the world
who are willing to die in our fight
for independance.

Although many do not approve of
this type of activity, we are proud

-of and respect these younf men for
doing what they thought would bring
us closer to our supreme and final
goal to establish a Free, Inde-

/pendent and United Armenia.

THE BAY AREA ROSDOM CHAPTER

people, has proven through its efforts
that it remains loyal to the purest
traditions of the Armenian Revolution
and that it has not and will not refuse
any sacrifice to the altar of freedom.
At this stage of our struggle, the
revolutionary message sent from Lisbon
is a challenge for the A.R.F. Youth to
sacrifice more-a challenge to which
it has already given its response .

September 6, 1983, at the
the five Heroes martyred

We, the Montebello Vahan Cardash-
ian Chapter members wish to express
our deepest condolences to Setrak Ajem-
ian, Sarkis Abrahamian, Simon Yahniayan,
Vatche Daghlian, Ara Kuhrjulian, to
their families and to their friends.

This act was not only an example
of commitement, courage and self-
sacrifice, but an act which exampli-
fies the Armenian people's national
liberation struggle for our homeland

We respect these youn men's utmost
determiantion and outright self-
sacrifice. Thus, we, the Armenian
people, shall remember these Armen-
ian Freedom Fighters' dedication for
the Armenian Cause.

MONTEBELLO VAHAN CARDASHIAN CHAPTER
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THE REACHING

I fully support Sir James Jean’s quotation ‘“....to
travel hopefully is better than to arrive.”

When you reach a goal, it is only human nature to
yearn for something more spectacular or different. This
is a reality that exists in all of us. No, it is not an awk-
ward feeling or even one of shamefulness; however, it
does have a drawback, an insincere side, one of selfish-
ness. Do I sense the presence of shamefulness? Of
course not! [ stick to my original commitment. | am a
man of commitments, and we are the parsimonious men
who seek the spectacular, the different; and after all, are
you forgetting the phrase which enables us to do such
things? ‘It is only human nature”” When you reach a
goal, you do not realize the presence of the fiend. It is
an invisible one. It follows you everywhere, lurking be-
hind you, shaping, forming, surrounding, waiting for
that right moment to come out of its coarse shelter and
strike. It is greed. When you are in the process of reach-
ing a goal, you do not realize it because it is not there.
The means, the tools, and the routes are there. When in
the process of making these decisions, you are still pure
and untouched by greed. The person on the ladder is
modest, friendly, and simple,

Alexander once came, saw, and conquered He
stopped afterwards, To me, it seems that the most inter-
esting events were all the three except stopping. The ob-
stacles to overcome and the labyrinthine problems to
solve lie in the “‘redching”’, On the way to your goal, you
expect the unexpected, That is what life is all about. It is
about living and facing unending difficulties. Even-
tually you reach the acme of your career and look down.

Within the curved paths you will see wisdom, perse-
verance, love, and ingenuity. You will then feel a tingling
sensation within your body and realize the importance
of the path that you have forged deep inside the rocky
mountain. The arrival is boring. We overestimate its
value,

Does a cow weigh more than a roast? The profound
example that [ am about to give relates very much with
the subject matter. A cow does weigh more. The roast
on the other hand, tastes much better. It is also compact
and efficient. Another question. Do the advantages of
the roast outweigh the advantages of the cow? The an-
swer is no. The cow is a living animal. It breathes, pro-

duces and gives milk. The roast does not; however, it
deceives us with its ambrosia. It is the end result of the
cow. It actually contains the boiled blood of a living
creature, We eat it, and it disappears only to drive us
further in eating other roasts. The cow is the struggle
and the roast is the success.

In conclusion I hope I have been able to show that
.to travel hopefully is better than to arrive.”” Hap-
pmess lies in the struggle, not in the success.

VICKEN BERBERIAN
11th Grade
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