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IMPORTANT

Whereas the education of the Arme-
nian youth is a necessity for the progress
of the Armenian Liberation Struggle, and
by taking into consideration that a large
number of the Armenian youth living in
the western United States is more fluent
in English than Armenian, the Haytoug
Editorial Statf has made the conscious
and time consuming effort to translate
some of the Armenian articles into
English.

However, by also realizing the impor-
tance of the prolongation of the ex-
istence of Armenian culture in the
Diaspora, the Haytoug Editorial Staff
asks its readers to consciously take the
initiative of also reading the articles in
Armenian—even if this could require an
extra effort.

The Armenian articles are not printed
for decorative purposes.

The Haytoug Editorial Staff would also
like to bring to the attention of its readers
that in the case of the articles printed in
two languages, the language of the larger
title, is the one which the article was
originally written in. The' translations
could sometimes alter the original mean-
ing of the article. Hence, the official
views of Haytoug and/or the authors are
contained in the articles writlen in their
original language.

Monthly
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of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION
of Western America
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wiEnwutlipnt fuduwinp wpfuwwmuGphl ppplhie wpnhibp:
Shunbnupup, nplick upnwpntfu Gapputnrimpful whnh
odwlnuit plinphl viywoprpbwl dwluubnp finquint:

Ldwbkglp anlhpwmntn(pﬁlﬁﬁhpn fustmuply {55,
YhnpnbGwlul dwnpsnipliwd:

Haytoug is published through the volunteer
efforts of AYF members. Any donations will
therefore be greally appreciated in covering prin-
ting costs.

Donations may be made payable to AYF C.E,
and they may be sent to the following address:

HAYTOUG
Armenian Youth Federation
419-A W.Colorado St., Glendale, CA 91204
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«Nppwb Yp Gumwnbjugnpdnthl qulgmu-
dwihl Awnnpiulhgmptwl wpnh JdhengGhpp,
GmlipwC fungklh 4p nwnGuwl wpwkpyph Aw-
wiphi6p GhpphG, AwgqwynGy Rumupnulgni-
ptwd dte wwhkm 0Ep Gholipp»:

Yelwbdphiph wnwehl oplinkl pul quligniudwht fiw-
nnpnwlgnipbowt wpnp Yhengllipp I{m(igﬁ)i& woluwwnwlph
dudbpny vtp wpununpbiny pafimpnfi Jp, np wlghwihl
yuptph whwh pppun wpawgpk) wihulblipne plpwgphb:
Guwdwlwlyp Ywqwin, hul pnAnpnfp’ wlwy, fupdhp bt
shpduly gmGlipny Yhpupiawnpniphlp' urnuiuG & nkun-
nulwl wihwullwih dEhGwpulnphiGbbpny:.

Yunuwlinh knululGEpt & kpqlipp fp nppkl wdtinpkp,
hGywku Gulit prpnp Juwlmiplbpn Yp wnwbwl Yunuwbpn
wwwnlipuqupnny wpnbunwlwt pulg Awpuquin nkup
mbhgnn tplitype Up: Swpmwy wyu ppgwbhG, nptit JEynG
Fwdwn, Swy pk ownwp, pdmawp & fhnm YGwy wiw  Uplninp-
wnkG:

Suwipny dbkp quoqmph wupuquyht, i p Audjueant-
phif dp Yp uwnbpdmji ugu ppwlhi: Ukp wwondulwb
wnwlnmphiGn §p yuhwbol vhiq wnolk) Snliniwp 6p hppki
Pphunnuh §GEnkwE prwlwl, wwluyt plhnRwGrap Jdpp-
Grpnpup uppulhopkl vhq hp 6GoL wobkpm ‘Rhlunbkdplp
25p: Ugu Awluwurmpbwl vep qunmpp §n Aulwqnt Awlntu
quuyny viwppbp udndGhip LGpwngpny wawpwnpybhpey: -
Vwip 4p gnAiwblub wolliny vhuglh HMalunkvpkp 25p, m-
phoGlp Yp woGhG Shuyl Smbmwp 6p, hulf npnp jurdp Jdpk
wy pt Mayubkdphp 20h & pt 3mbGnwp 6h wnolhkp q[(
Ghunnt hppbt hunnwphuwg hpunwpunfirnphip:

PtiGp nplak dkiny Awlunwl 1EGp BwywGnp wd wy)
wnfpathp mobhn quupuwthwphl: Up qupqlitp Gwkt pnn-
pudpuli b1 wpnphhlk AwdwGplhpm Falpnkiplip 26p wo-
Gy woabnupphbp: UVhiqh Awdwp uwluyl, YaGuwliwbp
wli £ ap prpnp wuwpuquiipmG wy wjv wnkplbipp uuinw-
phl Grwlhrgpn ywhlpm Jbip dwlp wpluunuwGphl, we o-
viap unhlpne whanpbwl pdmuphl vugwbGbpmi ke,
Lt oquuugnpdmpl hpplin qbGp, wwpnmywlnbm Awdwp
Jhq fpwlnn oviup wiwbnnypfulGibpml nku:

- -

"“"As the modern means of the mass
media are perfected, our efforts to keep
the Diaspora Armenians in internal Arme-
nian communities become more difficult.”

Since the first days of December, the modern means of
the mass media have been pu! to action to produce a
chaos within hours which in the past would have been im-
possible to produce within months: The time is the
Christrnas season, and the chaos is the reproduction of
green, red, and white in audio and visua/l in incomprehen-
sible constructions.

The Christmas season and its songs are omnipresent, as
every store lakes on a genuine appearance of Christmas
decorations. During this time of Lhe year, it is different for
anyone, Armenian or nol, to avoid this atmaosphere.

For our community, a situation of double contradiction
is created during this season. Qur historical tradition calls
for us to celebrate Januvary 6 as the birthday of Christ, but
the general atmosphere diclates us to celebrale December
25. This contradiction leads our community to react by
adopting various solutions to the problem. Some of us are
satisfied just by celebrating December 25, others
celebrate both December 25 and January 6, believing this
to be the ultimate compromise; while the rest celebrate
only the 6th.

We are in no way opposed to the idea of celebrating
religous or any other holidays and, we respect the tradi-
tron within the Armenian Protestant and Catholic com-
munities to cefebrate December 25. What is vital for us,
however, is that under all circumstances, these occasions
aid us in our efforts 1o maintain our culture under all dit-
ficult conditions in the Diaspora, and that they be used as
a weapon to protect us from the foreign traditions which
penetrate us.

When we view our presence within the Diaspora to be a
temporary one, or, in other words, as a stage during which
we can organize and revitalize our forces on the road to
struggle to regain our homeland, we will realize that the
question of whether 1o celebrate December 25 or not
becomes one of fundamental improtance. Naturally, on
Lthis road to struggle, the protection of our culture (see the
Haytoug Lditorial of October/November issue) is not our
only task, but it is for us an important one.

It is especially important that the politicized, or at least
politically aware youth realize this danger which indirect-

Do oo
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Gpe dlip Giphuwpuphitn wppimph dbp wnbubhlp hpnpk
Judwhwlhunnp Giplpapuphit Op, wyuhlpl dtip LwpkGhpht
whpwGugme wwipuph SwdpmG Ypuy dhp mdbpp dbpubn-
prgliyn bt hugbulbpyb)m Awligpnuin& Jdp, whinh wlnpu-
nunbiwlip np ‘Milpnkdphp 25&pp wolikym Gwd  swolkme
Rwpgp  AfdGwhwl
Dpnipin yugpuph Guadprale ypuy vhp vpwlngpl m wiufi-
nhlbGlipp wwRwwGhp Ywd wypny dowimypli nt owoub-
puphGliipkl dGnibn wnbny (wku <nhnbdphp-UniEdpkp
wiumw) ¥ep udpuwopuljulp) fwpwquon dpwlnge vp uinkin-

bwplitnpmphti §p  aawlng:

okp vbap Jhwl wuwmwvppwuwwvmpinbp oF, wwluglh o win
wphiwrnalipp Jhq iwdwp uwpkmp inbin hp gpuk:

Lwplitnp b dwlivinwln, np pwnpupuliwbugud jwd
wnlinuugl pwnuwpwhwl ghimwlgnmphil nekgny kppunw-
uwpnipulp whnpununlwy dhg wnmnulihoptla hawgling
Lr gnynn wjn fuuliqhl: Mhnp b wnppp mwbp vhp pnap-
ohblbkpmlb np pwgwnhl wnolwlhunnwpniphilcl) I{wéﬁw-
Yhrwkl wyd wwpq wwwnwnny np wpluupfh papep wq-
qipp ywy Ephhpllpn §p molhl Gryl wnhpp: Ublp hpplic
Aw) Ephwnwuwpnblp wkmp £ wpehilp vhip onape bk pned,
N Rwplhl vhp Annbhpnil, nolh) nz-ﬁw;l;wl;m&' wnhiplbp
hipuwpuwlypip pGSuniwé wwwmbAnplwl: Puywpulbyitp Awg
Wphinwuwpnh wupwwlwbnpptls £ogunwi ppwy, np hp
prowbw G Ghpu Auglpulpwl wnueGomphliGinn plnpnynng
umppllip Yp wolnpli UPUBU: Ukp Ghplwg
Gipni vko, Gnjhuly mobupudpnidblpp whinp k lpuqthullp-
ynpll punw puewdi mbuw Gyt nhnnwd, wuhlpld' winip
whinp k kpo hfipeony Swinwkl Qwihwlwl (Aquinuwgpu-
bwd Mwuppuwph duwughwl wpfuuiinwb phi: 0

NI

... We are aware of the forces that are at-
tempting to direct and shape our thoughts
and lives... We cannot allow these forces to
suffocate our existence...

<At falls upon owr shoulders, the Armenian
Youth, to disturb the indifference of the
Armenian people, to shake the foundations
of Armenian Diasporan life, oblige each
Armenian to be aware of the political
realities concerning the Armenian People,
and to struggle towards the just resolution
of our cause. :

“The Revolutionary Front”
June 1984

]| |

ly destroys and assimilates us. We must not allow those
around us 1o organize cxceptional celebrations simply
because the rest of the world and ils nations celebrate
those occasions. We, as Armerian youths must preven!
those around us, and even our parents, from celebrating
such non-Armenian occasions at every available oppor-
tunity. 1£ 1s the obligation of every Armenian youth (o en-
sure that within his own surroundings, only those occa-
sions stemming from Armenian traditions are celebrated
Under our present conditions, even the celebrations must
be organized from a political standpoint- they must
ultimately serve lhe efforts o expand the Armenian
Liberation Struggle. '

to battle according to its plans.

COMMUNIQUE

19 November, 1884

The Armenian Revolutionary Army, claiming
today’s attack against Mr. Enver, a Turkish
diplomat posted in Vienna, Austria, continues

We remind that we are the sons of the Arme-

nian people and that we work solely to the ser-
vice of its just cause.
We reaffirm our total independence regarding
the different imperialistic currents, East as well
as the West, which act directly or by way of its
agents, and we proclaim our attachment,
without reserve, to a policy of clearly expressed
non-alignment.

Our combat which emanates from the Na-
tional Liberation Struggle of the Armenian peo-

ple is undertaken against the reactionary
Turkish government.

It will conclude, when. taking note of the
legality of the Armenian Cause. the Turkish
government begins negotiations with the
representatives of the Armenian people.

Until then, we will; continue our struggle
with the same resolve expressed by our com-
mandos in Lisbon and we warn the Government
of Turkey as well as its representatives in the
four corners of the world.

LONG LIVE FREE AND INDEPENDENT ARMENIA,

LONG LIVE THE FIGHTERS OF THE ARMENIAN CAUSE,

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF
THE LIBERATION OF THE ARMENIAN PEOPLE,

ARMENIAN REVOLUTIONARY ARMY




Against the current

Note: The following is strictly a translation of an editorial
of Aztag Shapatoriag. Aztag Shapatoriag /s the of-
ficial publication of the ARF Bureau The official views of
the publication are contained in the Armenjan orniginal.

The evervday lives of Arnienians living in the Diaspora
is subject to a *‘current™ or influx of foreign influences,
and it is this curreni that the Armenian commnities
worldwide are ‘‘rowing’' against today.

As methods and means in the ever-expanding field of
the mass media improve, so proportionately, the internal
structure of the Armenian communities becomes
vulnerahle—their efforts in keeping the Armenian public
at large informed and in touch with Armenian issues
becoming increasingly more difficult.

There was a time, when the younger generution, under
the “‘protective wing’ of the Armenian school, could
receive a well-rounded education, having no pressing
plans in keeping pace with public establishments. This
wonld in turh protect itself from the imposition of *‘nut-
side’* values and traditions.

There wus a tinte, when because of an econontic, social
or cultural ‘‘distinctiveness,'' Armenians were Secure
within their nearly exclusive Armenian connmunities, easi-
Iy able to vust and evade all or any foreign infiuences.

Times fhave changed indeed, and the Armenian
Diaspora is undergoing iong-lusting and consequently
tremendous and far-reaching changes; and the detrimen-
tal effects or “‘wonads’' caused by such changes have sur-
Sfaced and huve become all too prevalent. This situation Is
recognizable not only from community (o community,
but ulso 10 Armenians living within the same conimunity,

A natural outcome of all this is the improving state of
our organizational methods and means.

The Armenian press and Armenian books today play an
even more influential role in keeping strong communica-
tion ties between Armenians in the Diaspora, thus
minimizing greatl peographical distances between com-
munities.

The Armenian school system today possesses and ever
greater means in improving ifself as a high level educa-
tional institution, thus making itself available 10 a greater
number of Armenian youth.

This same effort or endeavor is evident in all our other

itiative in keeping communication ties with their contacts
and members worldwide.

Therefore it is true that the Armenian diaspora, lacking
a national base from which (o perpetuate, has chosen to
“‘row against the current.’’ It is also trne that in its near
sevenly year history, the Armenian diaspora is waging its
struggle with “‘uneven arms'' for the first time. We must
not overlook the fact that this struggle is set within wholly
defined margins or boundaries.

Every Armenian today must make a conscious effort 1o
immerse himself within his national reality, his cultural
values and traditions, by becoming G part of these efforts
1o widen communication channels. Even the most
populated Armenian communities (oday are nor only
pressured by mass “‘exodus’.’’ but also, us u direct result of
a whole different outlook and an incresing lean toward a
more bourgeois-type lifestyle, their protective shell is
weakening; thus resisting less and less the forceful
pressures of assimilation and its consegquences.,

In reality, the assimilative process and its danger of an
uprooting of cultural identity, is by no means exclusive 10
Armenians: it is a crisis affecting all of munkind. Thereis a
“greal leveller** at work, taking cultures and nations under
ifs ‘‘gpreat rolling pin,’" treading on every individual's
values and righis.

Lvery individual today, regardless of where lie comes
Jrom and where he lives, first and foremost concerns
himself with his economic situation and with those exiter-
nal forces which have bearing on the shaping of his life.
And those forces which possess today’s greatest (00l the
powers of audio-visual technology, step beyond the realm
of changing the individual s lifestyle, and go on (o impose
their cultural and political ideals.

17 is vbvious that the possession of these “‘arms’' of self-
defense liec only with those who, in a political sense, are
sl considered by today’s standards to be part of a clos-
ed, or sheltered community. But this security is only tem-
porary, as it is only a mafter of time until the ‘‘current™
will take all collectivity into its all-engulling course.

As long as the Armenian diaspora was o self-contained
community of peaples, the *'arms"’ used to wage the strug-
gle against this current were not unbalanced or insuffi-
cient,

In other words, in profection against external influen-
tial facrors,the Diaspora’s natural defense system, self-
containmen! or an isolationist policy within the com-
munities,is not sufficient any longer. The vitality of the
Diaspora is dependent not only upon its abiliry to retain
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WESTERN SAHARA
and the POLISARIO
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By Nora Kalebdjian

Geography

The region known today as the
Western Sahara (also referred to as
the Spanish Sahara or the Sahara Oc-
cidental) spans over an area of ap-
proximately 103,000 square miles on
the northwestern coast of the African
continent and overlapping 1the borders
of southern Morocco and northen
Mauritania with about 20 miles of

common borders with Algeria. Under®

Spanish rule, this area was divided in-
to the Saquiet el-Hamra region in the
north and the Rio do Oro region in the
south. As a resuit of 8 Tripartite
Agreement by Spain, Morocco, and
Mauritania signed on November 14,
1975, which defined the borders of
the region, Spain withdrew its colonial
rule over the area, and Morroco took
control over all of the Saquiet el-
Hamra region and the upper half of
the Rio do Oro region, while
Mauritania began its rule over the
southern part of the Rio do Oro
region, ounti! Augurt of 1973, when
Mauritania renounced its claim to the
southern protion of Western Sahara.
This region was subsequently annex-
ed by Morocco.

The geographical character of the
Western Sahara is comprised of sharp
cliffs and empty bays along the Atlan-
tic coast with flat, stony desert inland,
The Saquiet el-Hamra is one of the
few important rivers in the region.

The sandy desert and rocky terrain
of the southeast have greatly aided
the Polisario in its fight for the region,
whose effective camouflage in the
area misled some Mauritanian troops
in one instance described by a
Mauritanian soldier who was captured
3s a result,

Demography
Prior to embarking upon an attempt
to determine the demoaraphical

features of the Western Sahara, it
must be considered that there is
generally a lack of any objective
figures in this area; it seems that the
few groups or institutions which claim
to have accurate numbers also have
obvious seasons 1o present the
demographic situation in 8 way which
serves their own interests.

(t is generally accepted as an
historical reality, however, that there
exist several tribes in the Westeren
Saharan region, numerically the most
important of which are the Reguibat
Lgouacem of the coastal area of Sa-
qguiet el-Hamra, the lzargun Tekna
pregominant in the area around ei-
Aioun, and the Ouled Delim and Bou

WESTERN SAHARA

— — International boundary
-=— = Regional boundary
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Sba in the area known as the Tiris el-
Gharbia in the south.

Growing urbanization, to which the
phosphate-mining industry has been 3
catalyst, has led many of the Saharans
1o leave their traditional ways of life
and to migrate to the cities of Dakhla
(Villa Cisneros), Bou Craa, Smara,
and the port city of el-Aioun, where
most phosphate warehouses and
refining facilities are located.
However, some of the indigenous
tribes have maintained their nomadic
modus vivedni.

The Spanish census taken in 1974
{Censo® 74) recorded Sahraouri
population at 73,497, of whom 38,336
were men and 35,161 were women.
This census, being conducted by the
Spanish state which had enough
reasons to play down the importance
of the region in demographic terms,
could hardly be considered an ac-
curate estimation of the Sahaouri
population. An even more extreme
case of an attempt to reduce the
numerical importrance of the
Sahraouis living in the area, Moroccan
and Mauritanian sources have held
that “the figure purporting (by the
Spanish census) to be the total
number of Sahraouis was excessive’’
due to the fact that since the 1960s,
many Sahraouis have taken refuge in

Morocco or Mauritania. On the other-

hand, the advocates of Sahraoui self-
determination consider the population
1o be much more numerous that that
reported by the 1974 census. Their ex-
treme suggestions run up to 600,000
Sahraouis, presenting a probable ex-
aggeration of their own. It is in-
tetresting to note that although almost
all sources on the Western Sahara
recognize the possible inaccuracy of
the Censo ‘74, they do not indulge in a
suggestion of their own. The only
varying proposal encountered is that
by the Man’s Domain world atlas,
which estimates the Western Saharan
population to be 90,000. Considering
these discrepencies in estimating the
population growth since the early
1870's, we were inclined to accept
100,000 to 120,000 as being a fair
estimation.

Early History

Spain, originally interested in the
preservation of its colonial rule over

R

the Canary Islands and their military
and commercial security, set out in
1884 —on the eve of the Berlin Con-
ference —for what was to become a
full military and administrative rule
over the Western Sahara, by dispat-
ching 400 soldiers at the coastal city of
Villa Cisneros and soon formalized its
claims for the coast from Cape Blane
10 Cape Bojador. This claim was to be
officially accepted by the other Euro-
pean powers present at the B8erlin
Conference “'which had been called
with the express purpose of dividing

up Africa among the European
powers."”’

As the power controlling the
Western Saharan coast, Spain

“leagally’’ hagd claim on territory up to
150 miles inland from the sea. But it
was nearly 50 years before Spain
magde any serious attempt to control
the whole of what came to be known
as the Spanish Sahara.” Losing the

. war against the US in 1893, Spain

became vulnerable to French
demands on salt mining in the
southeast portion of Western Sahara
and of what is today norhteast
Mauritania. Indeed, in the early
1900’s, France was the dominant
power in northeast Africa with control
over Morocco and Mauritania. This
unchallenged rule met the rebellion by
the Reguibat leader Mz ul-Aineen,
who was chased by the French nor-
thward into Western Sahara 10 the ci-
ly of Smara. Practically auionomous,
Ma ul-Aineen, possibly with German
suuport, attempetd an invasion of
Morocco on 1910. He was defeated.
After his death, his son al-Hiba at-
tempted an invasion of Morocco once
more in 1912, but was soon driven
out. Back into Western Sahara, al-
Hiba, and all of the infand Western

Saharan population for that matter,
lived autonomously until 1934 when
Spain, supported by France, went in-
land. This, of course, was not so easy
a task. Several tribes rebelled and at-
tacked Spanish garrisons and army
posts until 1958 (after the Operation
Leouvillon undertaken with the
assistance of France), when Spain
declered the area to have been
“pacified.”

The Conflict in
Western Sahara
1956 to 1970

If Morrocao is inedependent it is
not completely unified.
Morroco’s independence must be
completed. On the south, Mor-
rocco’s frontiers end at St. Louis
of Senergal. It is necessary to
struggle until total unification.

These words of Mr. Allal el-Fassi, a
leader of the popular Morrocan /sir-
glal pany, declared in 1956 were, in
retrospect, not only Mr. el-Fassi's
thoughts, but also those of the con-
servative current in the country head-
ed by King Muhammed V; these
thoughts were soon 10 be translated
into a lengthy armed struggle waged
by Istiglal’s Army for the Liberation of
the Sahara (ALS} with the tactic sup-
port of the government and the Forces
Armees Royales (FAR) in a campaign
to help their ““Mauritanian brothers to
free themselves and rejoin Morocco,
our common fatherland.” This was a
clear demonstration of the Moroccan
appetite towards the Sahara as far
south as Mauritania, let alone its
determination of having a historic
claim over the Western Sahara. ]]

In-

movements...

We believe that it is the indisputable and inviolable
right of all nations and peoples to have their own in-
dependent and sovereign states so that they can deter-

' mine their own destinies. Furthermore, we believe that
individuals can best develop their fullest potential only
under conditions in which their cultural identity and
national self-determination are assured. These beliefs
undeniably place us in a position of solidarity with all
disenfranchised peoples and

their liberation

AYF Manifesto
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These armed activities faced some
degree of counter-insurgency cam-
paigns, the most successfull one be-
ing the joint Franco-Spanish cam-
paign in February, 1958, called Opera-
tion Ecouvillon, which drove many of
the insurgents into southern Morroco.

With the independence of
Mauritania from the French and its
subsequent admission to the United
Nations in October, 1961, Morocco’s
claim over Mauritania rapidly lost its
credibility. Western Sahara for its
part, by a final decree in Novemeber,
1962, was transformed into a Spanish
province under the directorate of
Establishment and Provinces of Africa
with a3 local government structure
headed by the Governor-General and
represented in the Spanish Parliament
by three representatives. King Hassan
1), who had ascended to the throne in
early 1961, soon understood that a
change in strategy was necessary: it
was best to concentrate on preparing
for the decolonization of Western
Sahara, at least morally reinforced by
the 1960 UN General Assembly
Resolution 1514 (the declaration on
the granting of independence to col-
onial countries and peoples). In fact,
in early 1965, King Hassan arranged
for several tribal leaders from the Rio
de Oro region to declare their formal
allegiance to him and to the Moroccan
state; in December of the same year,
the United Nations cailed on Spain to
decolonize the Ifni area in mainland
Morrocco and all of the Western
Sahara. Without losing much time,
Spain embarked on 3 series of reac-
tions:

Announcing early in 1966, a
massive development pro-
gramme costing 250 million
pesetas. In March, 800 tribal

chiefs, representing 6,947 tents,
signed a8 memorandum in favour
of union with Spain; in October,
a similar memorandum was sign-
ed, repudetly by over 90 percent
of the population. Six tribal
leaders took these documents 1o
the UN in November, and
another delegation pleaded
Spain’s cause for her before the
Fourth (Decolonization) Commit-
tee of the UN. Nevertheless, the
General Assembly reaffirmed the
“inalienable right of the peoples
of Inft and the Sahara to self-
determination” in accordance
with Resolution 1514.

This was a clear indication of the ex-
isting unfavorable atmosphere on the
internationa! level vis-a-vis coloniza-
tion. By a degree enacted on May 11,
1967, Spain declared its assent to the
principle of self-determination and an-
nounced, as a first step, its intention
to create the Jema’a (also spelled
Yema’a) which was to be a general
assmebly acting as a representative of
the area population, four nominges by
the appointed Governor-General, two
City Mayors lel-Aioun and Villa
Cisneros), and the President of
Cabildo province. As it was clear from
the first day, this purely advisory body
was enacted by a country which had
no immediate plans to evacuate the
region; rather, Spain went on in its
operations in the mining fields of the
area, continuing its development of
the industry. In September, 1963,
Mauritanian President Moktar Ould
Daddah accepted in the name of
‘Muslim unity’ King Hassan's invita-
tion to participate in the 1slamic Con-
ference in Rabat. W.ith the medita-
tion of Algerian President Houari
Boumedienne, at the end of 1969,

We believe that when a people or nation is oppress-
ed by an imperialist power which refuses to relinquish
its control peacefully, it is the inviolable right of such
people or nation to use any means necessary, in-
cluding armed revolution, to ensure its liberation...

AYF Manifesto
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Moroccan-Mauritanian relations were
declared as normalized, which in turn
meant that Morocco did recognize the
Mauritanian state, by King Hassan
declaring that he "“had never believed
in Istiglal’s claims to Mauritania.

1970 marked a turning point in the
history of the area. On June 17 of that
year, supporters of the Olshod
{Organization for the Liberation of Se-
quiet el-Hamra and Ouedi el-Dheb),
reinforced by the efforts of the MLS
{Mouvement pour la Liberation du
Sahara), organized a counter-
demonstration in el-Ajoun to the one
staged Spanish celebrating the in-
tegration of Sahara with Spain. The
demonstration led to riots and the
subsequent killing of 10
demonsirators by Spanish troops and
the arrest of several of the leaders of
the movement, including Muhammed
Basiri.

On September 14, 1970, three mon-
ths after the demonstration in el
Aloun, a tripartite meeting between
the leaders of Algeria, Mauritania, ang
Morocco determined to come up with
“a common strategy to hasten the
decolonization of Western Sahara.”
Following this, the AMorehob was
organized, mainly attracting Moroc-
can intellectuals and immediately
recognized by the Organization of
African Unity.

POLISARIO
and the National
Movement

True political activism in the
Western Sahara began among the
educated elite, a phenomenon not un-
comman among calonized nations.
Groups of students, consisting of the
sons of some of the wealthier tribal
leaders opf the region, pursued higher
education in the universities of
Europe. Awakening to political con-
sciousness as a result of their educa-
tions, these students began to
organize groups such as the
aforementioned Olshod (Organization
for the Liberation of Saquiet el-Hamra
and Cuedi el-Dheb), the MLS {Mouve-
ment pour la Liberation du Sahara),
and the Polisario (Popular Front for
the Liberation of Sequiet el-Hainra
and Rio de Oro).

In reaction to the emegring move-
ment, the Spaniards set up a na-
tionalist movement, though not a
guerrilla one, called the Partido de

Liberation
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Unidad Nacional Saraui (PUNS) in
October, 1974, in preparation for the
meeting of the Jema'a in November
and led by Khali Henna Ould Rashid, a
graduate of Madrid University. In pro-
test against the creation of the PUNS,
the Polisario attacked by burning the
Bu Craa el-Aioun conveyor belt. The
PUNS attempted to hold its national
congress in Febrouary, 1975, in el-
Aioun, but was again thwarted by the
Polisario, whose members occupied
the PUNS headquarters and
prevented the meeting from taking
place. Ultimately, the PUNS was
discredited when it failed to mobilize
any significant support with which to
impress the wisiting United Nations
mission in May. During the summer of
1975, it became evident that Spain
had abandoned the PUNS and was
negotiating directly with the Polisario.

Officially founded by its First Con-
gress on May 10, 1973, the Polisario
carried out its first armed attack
against the Spanish only ten days
later. At first ill-equipped until June,
1975, when Spain, Morocco, and
Mauritania signed an agreement han-
ding Western Sahara over to the Iatter
two, after which Algerian and Lybian
aid multiplied, the Polisario was in-
volved in less than 50 major confronta-
tions during which it claims 30 killed
and taken prisoner, while claiming to
have killed 200 enemy soldiers. It is
said that although the Polisario carried
on a successful campaign in conjunc-
tion with the Morehob (formally the
Oishod), had the Spanish government
been in a “normal state’’ (a relatively
calmer internal political scene), it
could have if not destroyed, at least
considerably weaken the Polisario
through “intense use of helicopters
and by poisoning wells.”

After one year of official existence
and at its Second Congress in 1974,
the Polisario Front defined its plat-
form: “Independence, a non-aligned
Arab Republic, Armed Struggle.”
This in any way was a very vague
political manifesto. Internationally, the
Polisario supported Algerian policies
and considered that “a policy of
mutual aid with Algeria is ‘an essential
element in order 1o put a stop to
maneuvres against the Third
World”.” They made clear that once
they were fully independent, they
wanted 10 ’'‘cooperate with
everyone,”’ including the United
Stales, and especially in the economic

~

deputy,

domain. This intended cooperation
would be in the exploitation of the
phosphates, the revenues from which

would serve to finance the building of

roads, hospitals, schools, and other
badly needed social services.
Organizationally, the Polisario is
structured on traditional celllines. The
Congress, held once every four years,
is the supreme authority of the
organization. Delegates are sent ta
Congress from the smal) highly mobile
cells, and Congress elects a political
bureau and the Secretary—General.
Ultimate executive control over both
the military and the civil wings of the
movement lies with the Secretary-
General and the Executive Council. In
addition, there also exist a number of
{iason and specialized committees.
The nine-member Executive council
includes the Secretary-General, his
the Prime Minister, and
ministers of the interior and defense,
and the President of the Congress.

"Underneath the Executive Council is

the 21 member Political Bureau,
whose members sit in the Parliament
along with 20 members elected every
year by local assemblies. At the local
level, the Polisario is organized based
upon the models of the Algerian
wilaya and French communes.

[t is estimated that the People’s
Liberation Army, the military arm of
the Polisario, consists of about 20,000
forces, mainly comprised of nomads.
[ts commander-in-chief is the
Secretary-General of the Front.
Recently, the Polisario has been put-
ting forces up 1o 5,000 soldiers on the
field in its attacks against Morocco.

The diplomatic arm of the Polisario
Front is the self-prclaimed Sahraoui
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR},
founded on February 27, 1976, and
enjoying the recognition of nearly 50
countries, 28 of which are African.
Other countries which have officially
recognized the SADR include Viet-
nam, Laos, Kampuchea, Cuba, Mex-
ico, Algeria, Lybia, Syria, and the
Demociatic Republic of Yemen. In ad-
dition, the British Labour Party, the
French and (talian Communist parties,
and the Spanish Socialist Party have
all recognized the Polisario, though
not the SADR.

The well-organized nature of the
Polisario is evident in the spread of its
missions throughout the world. In
most African countries, the Polisario
has a full-scale embassy with an am-

RIS TS R

bassador. There is an ambassador in
Cuba, and roving ambassador in Latin
America and the Carribean. The
Polisario also has offices in New York
and in nearly every European country,
and frequent high-level visits are made
to Kuwait and the Gulf states (except
Saudi Arabia which supports Moroc-
cn), and to the Far East.

The Third Congress of Polisario,
held in September, 1978, succeeded
in establishing a more concrete policy
than its predecessor, the Second Con-
gress. In 1978, then, the Front iden-
tified its conditions for any "‘just ang
durable settlement’’:

1. Recognition of the national
sovereignty of the Sahraoui people
over the whole of their territory and
respect for their legitimate rights to
self-determination and independence;

2. recognition of the territorial in-

-ty of the Western Sahara in ac-
cordance with the principle of the
historic frontiers inherited from col-
onial times and recognized interna-
tionally;

s respect for the principle of the
non (- of force by the SADR’s
neighbeors in their relationship with the
Sahraoui stu * and non-interference in
its internal affairs; and

. (ubpeCl fOr v i, 2iple of settl-

ing differences by peaceful means on
the part of the SADR’s neighbors.
It is significant to note that the
Polisario considers itself to be an
Islamic movement and even at one
time considered the possibility of ad-
ding the word “Islamic’ to its name. It
refrained from doing so, however, due
to the potentially adverse reactrions of
sub-Saharan African states. The
Polisario is, however, one of the sup-
porters {albeit only in principle) of {ran
in the raging lran-lraqg war and has
gradually moved from the Algerian to
the Lybian (pan-Arab, pan-lsiamic)
sphere of influence.

Based upon this analysis of the
Polisario, there can be no doubt that
the Front is highly effective and quite
successful. In the words of John Gret-
ton,

“What finally put the seal on
Polisario’s success, both internally
and externally, was the visit of the UN
mission in May. Rather like the Rhode-
sian government with the Pearce
Commission, Spain produced all the
tribal chiefs and the PUNS to meet the
mission, who then asked, ‘where are

{cont. on pg. 26)
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE OF THE A.Y.F. OF WESTERN U S.A. ON

POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Twliop.— Lhwbibwy Rwpgugpmap wuaapuaomrned k
Lwymlh Prdpugpudjule Ywquhé ngdk: Ygu phany 4p Ghp-
Yuqueglilip dhp papbpgnyliipmli Kupgugpnigh Gppnpy B
dlipohti pwdpln: -

«LU3RNhby — @apppny wnuipupmpbwl Awljpuqnb-
gnippilp 4p Jupdlp pk wwwwn Ypbwy nunliug np fivy dn-
nnynipnp GniuqbigGh hip wowlgmphiGp dwy Vquunwgpu-
YwG NuypuphG: ,

Clnbwhwnwlyp: Pnynp Gwlwinlbpm. Jpuy wphek
ppfuljwl hwjuqnbgriphel, Jouwnwhwpop g wnw-
by puly wdpwylnl hwy dnnndnepnh b dwlwow by hwyg
hpprwuwpnnipbwl ooy Fuiplyo nq.bﬁ:.

&, Uplw'p dbg dwipwdwulmphbGip ww pppuljwd
fwlwgnbgnipbwl GhongGbpmli dwuhl pwnwpwluwl-
nhiwlwqghmudyub SwpqlG (bpu:

Punufulwli-nhuliongprulul dwpgh dky, @Enop-
Fhn) l]lunwt[u.lpm.plu_ﬁn mpuyuqbpswd £ Guquwlbp-
ynuwd q_np()nl.[il;m_pbm(’) dp wepuhnybn hu.lLfLup wpbe-
dpubwl bplppGhpry unwupwhul jpewlwllbpn
gnpdwljgniphibp hwhwhuw) wwjfuph qomy:

Uju ¢bwGBp Jpuwy wdkGEG pojwhbip'  wwywgnjy-
Gbpp b yugwn blub hno' Uhugbug Vwhwlqlbpny, pis-
wku (Gwb fbpwﬁumJb k- hmliu.qu].blml
U]-lmg]:uul Vwhwliglbpn b ﬂjpmﬁuMJ]\ lfl:g gnpann Lwy
Tannp e\uﬁ(\ﬁlutum_lfpbpm abnf dquws fu.n]\ufu)llu)ﬁ—

Upnuwpbe,

,hwwbwghoulul jugnnneppbbpndG, Poopfhng Yu-

nuwduwpnipplp wbwbuwluwl Lo ghlinwpulub ywo-
dwdhgagbbpni uyunlbuwpfGbpne n|ulbind, dinpabg b
npny swipny yuwgnnbgun fungplnnunlbp juowguglby Lwy
Twnh wypunwGEGbpniG nkd:

dpwlowgp dkp, hlsyto qhnbf, 1984 Bnilinvwp
6hG, 2wjulwl TOrlnp opnuwl winphe, wyn bpyph
Gwjpwguh hpwbuniw Uppppub hpugupuluhG bp-
yny Gwlsgue 2wjjuwlwl Bhpuowulintphilp bu dwy
Funnp b Ggwun jwyvwpupnephciGhp ppuc: @agpthng
Jupwwnbe Glionudlbpncli wwly, wwloyli, wylaihbinby
$pwlowlwl Yunwdwpniphibp phrubugprulub Gbp-
juywgnighyGbhpny phplng ghgnqulul juyumwpwpni-
phblbp Quunwpbg' bppbdG GnyGhull hwhwubing Gw-
juwquwh Uhpppwlp wpnuwywyowd poufbpnil b wp-
puwidunpop hGibpndG: ||)||- “.]ln-

Note: The lolfowing interview has been prepared by the
Haytoug Lditorial Staff. This is the third and last part of
this interview which was conducted with the AYF C.E.

HAYTOUG—Do you think that the reaction of the
Turkish government {to Armenian political violence)
will reduce the support of the Armenian people for
the Armenian Liberation Struggle?

C.E.—On the contrary, all Turkish reactions further
strengthen the Armenian people’s, and especially the
youth’s committment, to struggle on all fronts.

HAYTOUG—Would you state some examples of
Turkish reactions on the political-diptomatic levels?
C.E.—On a political-diplomatic level, the Turkish govern-
ment has created an organized mechanism to insure the
support of the West in its struggle against pro-Armenian
activities. In this area, concrete evidence of such organiz-
ed activity has been witnessed in the United States and
France. By reacting to the successful activities of the
Armenian Cause committees in the United Stales and
France, the Turkish government, .utilizing its economic
resources and military threats, attempted (and to a certain
degree succeeded) in creating impediments for the pro-
gress of such activities.

In France, as you are aware, on January 6, 1984, on the
occasion of the Armenian Christmas, President Francois
Mitterand officially recognized the Armenian Genocide
and made public statements in support of the Armenian
Cause. Under pressures from the Turkish government,
however, the French government, through its diplomatic
representatives, has changed its firm position regarding
this issue since. Consequently, ‘‘reconciliatory”
statements were made, at times, in total contradiction
with President Mitterand’s initial proclamation.

In the United States, a resolution drafied by certain con-
gressmen sympalhetic to the Armenian Cause, proclaim-
ing April 24 as a3 day marking "man’s inhumanity to man’’
and especially, a day of remembrance for the 1.5 million
victims of the Armenian Genocide perpetrated by the
Turkish government, created an immense chaos within
Turkish govemmental circles. Through the State Depart-
ment, the Turkish government strongly pressured the US
House of Represenatives and the Senate, in order to
assure the failure of such a resolution’s passage. Although
the efforts of the Turkish government failed in the House
of Represenatives, they succeeded in halting the approval
of the resolution in the Senate.

Both in France and the United States, as well as in other
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Upugbw) Vwhwliglbpne dlp;, dwy Twnhb hwdw-
§pp Qupg dp FnllpbudbGibpnt handk wnwpwplnims
Wugphy 24p «Uwpnnr o fk dwupyn gkl gnpdunpnows
wlihupy juylinep pelpy by dwlbuwwlGy Crvpfhng Hu-
n\un[mpnl.p-]:iw(i l|nqtfk q.npbtuq.anulér ZmJl|ml|u|ﬂ 8L-
nuuwuwlnpbwl qnb Tt oy ko ShifinG hwjbpnc 3|12u|—
nuwlp Ngblnsbny Op jwjrnwpwpbne pwliwédbop ppwo-
[\Lu(ignul' Juinwgpwgneg pp Fuslpul humwjupwlwb Ipow—
Gwllibpne oky:

Mhrnufwl Rupuniqupnipbwb dhongue, Bnpfhn
uwnwwpniphilp qopwenp GGonud pwlibgneg pl fnli-
hpptupli by pk Vbpwlynjuwhl Jpw), npuykuqh pwbuw-
abip dwpmynipbwl Pwnlinth: Btbe Polyplup yupw-
quyhb ppfubwl Junwfwupnpbwl Ghgbhpp b nbpb
b, uwlju G U}‘Jl\u.ll{ﬂJLn]]G by @‘m_pf"hm Jupnnbgwe
wpgbf plib) pwlwalip yuibpmgdwbi:

L hno, Upwughw) Ywbwbqlibpodie pb bpwlowh
flo, plsyku be wypnp, Zwy 8bnwhnpulwl q‘mz-
ﬁwl{gm_plnuﬁ Lwy Ywinh BwlaGupnudphpp qphwnwlpg
bt pk ppblg wihwuwbflbpp whunh ]\mﬁl}.bu{hﬂ wh-
uwljwl Jphpaglbpn| odvnuwd prlufhhl hwlpugnb-
gripbwlg: Uguv gpnulgnipbwdp &, ap wlinGf Yp
dpwqpbl ppblg qopénilbniphilip by wnwib) puthng p
zlu]mLﬁlebﬁ hpblig wojpwunwbflibpp skgnfmglibne hw-
Jup ppfuljul ybunmpbwb abnf wnwd hwluqyny dh-
gngllhpp pGiyku Bwbe Fwyy fp bee punwy ewlibing 2w
Tuwnp funufwljwi-nhuulwghuuyub upppunwlifGhpp:

4. buly Lupnqyulwmb ghwbp Jpwy wpnkop h'Gy fiw-
Ywqnbgnipbwl ShengGlp npnbgpniwd GG:

‘Flupnqzwuwﬁ gbuwGh pwy, povpf Junwdupni-
p|n_ﬁn quulquhpt}wb b ownwl) oo wjGunnmpwd
\uzh)uunu_\ﬁf'h‘ rh Fulp dwhwpnwllbpae ypuwy:

Lwlwmgnb)pt bwdwp Lujljwlwl Uqquypli Dqu-
nwgpulwmb  Mwy fwph qhlibw) wprwjwynmpbulg
Zﬁnphhl_ LmJ r}‘uun|1 hluﬁql:u| Jjunupugmd h\uﬁpthﬁ
Gupspfh gpuljmb hbwnwlpfpnipbwl, @nopfhny junw-
Jupniphilp ghdwes k fwpngiwlmb Luz]unuun.uﬂf‘b J'ke
dwulwgpnugwd pbibpniphililbpne odwlipuwlynipbul,
updbny lud'hp]1llhwﬂ be bipnyuljwb wd'kGER juwjunlijy
«buuphf (bhykjopbh» pGYybpoiphilibbp:

Ugu pligbprippeGBhpp, dudngh b wunlbpuou-
thhwh prnpuwlhglibpoe hbw hpbliy nilbgwd [uuybpp
dhswgnidwp Jupnufp dp pinpuuptl Yp nlblG Pocp-
fhny llmnuu[mpn\_p]:imﬁ mplud'uu].pm_p—bw[i nwl, yuwn-
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regions, the Armenian Cause committees of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation are aware thal they will en-
counter abstacles created by the Turkish government
against their activities. For 1his reason, they plan their ac-
tivities accordingly and they continuously make efforts to
nullify such obstacles, at the same time making ad-
vancements in the political-diplomatic activities of the
Armenian Cause.

HAYTOUG —Has the Turkish government created a
counter-propaganda mechanism?

C.E.—On the level of counter-propaganda, the Turkish
government has created an even more extensive
mechanism in several areas.

As a reaction to the positive propaganda surrounding
the Armenian Cause, created by the Armenian Liberation
Movement’s armed struggle, the Turkish goveroment has
initiated a massive counter-propaganda by hiring
Armerican and European public-relation firms. These firms,
by receiving massive funds from the Turkish government,
utilize their connections with media personnel to spread
anti-Armenian propaganda on television programs and
newspaper columns.

(n a different area, the Turkish government through
massive funds has created a Turkish-American association
which, with the support of the Turkish Ambassador in
Washington, engages itself in anti-Armenian propaganda.
Under this association’s name letters are frequently sent to
American politicians in orger to secure their cooperation
with the organization. In addition, the association
publishes a report where articles distorting historical facts
appear.

The creation of the Turkish-American association is an
obstacle for the activities of the Armenian Cause commit-
tees. For this reason, in the last several years, the ARF
Armenian Cause committees in western and eastern
United States have regularly communicated with
American officials, through letters and direct contacts, in-
forming them of the activities of the Armenian Cause com-
mittees and their future plans.

Lately, the Turkish government is also making special
efforts to spread its anti-Armenian propaganda in
academic circles. As a result of these efforts, a “Turkish
Studies Center'’ has been created with a $3 million fund (at
present this amount has risen to $5 million}. The Turkish
government with its hired “‘historians’’ has started to
publish books that distort the history, in an effort to refute
the Armenian Genocide, and to penetrate high-quality
academic organizations where anti-Armenian propaganda
could be spread.

In this area, it is significant to note the "“Tourkish Studies
Center's”’ activities within the Middle East Studies
Association. Through planned and continuous attempts,
the Turks were able to elect a Turkish historian, Kemal
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Karpat, as chairman of this organization. In addition, dur-
ing the previous three years, with the sponsorship of the
“Turkish Studies Center,”” the-academic forum of the an-
nual MESA Conference has been utilized by Turkish and
American  “‘historians”’ to spread anti-Armenian
propaganda. Armenian historians, among them
Prof. Richard Hovanissian, have succeeded in
making the Armenian Genocide a focal issue
during certain sessions of this same con-
ference. Through their individual efforts,
however, the lack of human and material
resources have been an obstacle to the ad-
vancement of such activities in this field.

The publication of the yearbook, Journal,
by the Armenian Review and the Society of
Armenian Studies is a commendable effort
which contributes to the development of Arme-
nian Studies. However, taking into considera-
tion the limited circulation of this publication, it
is imperative to find additional means of in-
volvement in academic circles. To this end, ef-
forts are already being made, a good example
of which is the creation of the Zoryan Institute.

HAYTOUG —Finally, how does the Turkish
government counter-act on the military
level?
C.E. —On the military level, the Turkish govern-
ment, through statements made by its presi-
dent and other high ranking officials, has warn-
ed that "'punishing squads’* will be formed and
sent to the diaspora in a3 mission to kidnap and
bring to trial the leaders of the underground
Armenian military organizations. Such
statements on behalf of an official government
are by themselves proof of a corrupted regime
that viclates international rules and standards.
For this reason, no foreign government will ap-
prove self-claimed Turkish *‘justice’” groups.
In any case, similar declarations will in no
way frighten the Armenian communities
around the world, since they enjoy the protec-
tion of their governments as legal citizens of the
countries in which they live.
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Ququduybpyniphillibpn Uty hwlwhw flupqunp—]uﬁ
nwlbint hwilwp:

Uju Ghunlh puwy Juunl]\uﬁzlul.lm[i L. «Upghl Uphb-
tbibwG Nuudwly Uhnupblily Gbpu vwpniwd  wy-
[pwuwGflbpp: Tpuwgpnuwd be bbubinquljul wyjuw-
wwlflbpnL sGnphpe pnpfhpp jugnpligul wju ghuw-
hw( pwpap npuly wywhnjws Thnipbwl Gwpuguh
pGnpby pnipf guudwpul Pudwg Pwppuwpp: Uube,
wlgbw) bpb £ vwphlbpodG, Fpfuful Nedwulg Uhnoe-
pbwl hn|wluinpnipbualp, «ThehG Upbobbwl Neo-
dwlg Upnipbwls vaupblul hudwgnidwplbpndG Eﬁ-
pugfhli jwuniy Ghenbp juqlwlhbpynibgul, npnlg
plpwgfhli wfwnbdwlwb pbdhp swpuywhbm| pnipf by
wdbpplugh cyuindfupwlbbps hwlwhwy fwpnqsnip G
viuphG:

2wy whhwn u{mm\l‘mpmﬁﬁbp, opnbg  pwpfhG
wd'kGEG jujunGpl’ Gpnd- Mphsppw Bni|hwhltubwlp,
hpblg whaluluwb Ghybpn] jugnnwd hG 2wylwlwmG
8bnuuyuwlinvphibp Gpop nupally juundy Ghunbpnd'
(inyG hudwynidwplbbpne plpagfhl: Uwlwl, fwpn-
bujpl oudp bo ﬁth-mL‘\uﬂ d‘]]gngﬁban vwhdwlw-
hulnipbwl wunbwnwe, wju dwpgké Gbpu wylow-
nwGFGbpp shG Ypgwd niGhlw) whhpmdbyn wapn-
yniphilp by hbubinnuljwlniphibp:

Pugwibpwlw b «UpdhGhpb Phdbniy b «Unuw-
Jhgh dop UpdpGhp8 Upwunpgrh wwpbgppf!
Gp»h hpwinwpwlnephbp, np §p Gyuwunk huyhwljwb
bupgh qond nrenudGuuppnephebbpn.
qnpohl: UmfwyG, Ghuwony nBblwny wjyu pbppbpny
uwhwlwhwl nywfwlulp, wlhpwdbyn k wy Lh-
pngGhpny wypwinwbf nwbh; owwp wfwunbdwlwb spp-
pwlwmlyGbhpn dby: Ugo gbunlih Jpuwy wpnkl huly fuwjybp
wnlnuwd b6, hlsuku «Qopbwl LpGwpYhy vmbnanulp,
np plwlub ¥6nlinG b wju dwpqh by wypunwlf

«3np-

nwpwddwml

wwlibno mﬁhpmd'hzmm_pbul(i:

4. dbppunybu, p*Gy dbm| pppulwl Lurwywpm-
phifp 4p fwhuqnt dwhwjwi Bquuugpulws M-
puph (wrwewgiwl ghGmnpudywl dwpqtl Ghpu:

RpGninpulyul hwluwqgbgotpbwl qén|, fnipfhng
Yunwlwpnippilp, pp Gwhwuguhpd b pwpépuunp-
bul w)) wpwpwnoeuwwmmpGhpny plpGny, uywnfiwgus
«quindwljwl pardphps nphb) wprwuwhdwl' wnbowb-
ghyne be Broop Fhw wwGho hwdwp «huulwl whw-
pblyswljwb lwqdwlbpynmppllibpne nbljwduwplbpps:
Op[‘.[inunp junwduwpnipbwl Jdp Ynqdt Glwb Jw jinw-
pupniphLGlbp wpnkG huy dwuwn p hwlinhvwlwb w
junwdupmipbwl ophlwljwlnipbwl ulwbljugdub,
apmyhbwbt wlnlGf §p pwpwnb G LhowgquyhG ophbwljwb
supwlihobp: Upnupby, ny ¥ty wybuneppob pnj) yhuh
wnwfws Ynhlwllibpnil pGfGwln
cupnupununbbpyne nbp pwnu):

U.lfbﬁlu.]ﬁq_}:lqu, Gdlwb Jupnwpuwpniphuilbp vy LEL
dbuny Ypbwhl Juuglh) uthfiinfwbwy qulgnimalbpp,
npnGf hpbGg wypws bpyppGbper hppbe opphlwenp
{‘u.uqlufmgh('ibp 4p Juybybl wyn bplhpGbpne ﬁbpf[\ﬁ
wwywhnynipbwl nudbpny wwpunuwwlbniphilp:

nw ﬂ‘mpﬂm‘]

O

Write to HAMPIG SASSOUNIAN

E. 3-34
P. O. Box C88440
Tamal, CA 94964

Write to HARUTIUN LEVONIAN

K. 533/83
Zatvor Qkruznog Suda Bolnica

11000 Beograo
Bacvanska UL.
YUGOSLAVIE

Write to RAFFI ELBEKIAN

K. 533/83
Zavtor Okruznog Suda

Bacvanska Ul.
YUGOSLAVIE

| |1 1000 Beograo

YE48LE 4AU.3UU.UU v BLAULSULA UYL NU.3L0.10
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Vhpnigh OppGwlyp

1903 UbuwbdpbphG, Uwuling
qbGf b gqpGuwdphpt
huugllbny wnwfbpnepbuddp, 4.8

|1u1Janb\uﬁ

q‘ulzﬁmlmmp]uﬁn buylbg fhywphu
wpywrwpmdp dp, dhwenp by hbinb-
Qpuninp
gnilinp Yp gijvwenpkp Bubp, hul
bpypnpip’ Vbrpoiqp:

Uju jorpnuwdp Yp wwind't Pwlip

talp  bplny goilnbpn ll:

bi Ybrpnigh jondpbpnil wpow-
b fp, 2bunlny whnp lpupbinpne-
phrGp huwy wqunnwgpwljub jwpdne-
Upl hudwp, pk Dpypp gkGf hwu-
gpGbine bi ph hwy dnnndnipr)hG
Jbnugmuwluwl  bawGy Ghpylshine
q.énq:

Upounwpnidph  nbphG,
Gbpwnn bbpnuGlipncl by wyn ypewlp

quiyli

pGnhwlinp Tplnnpunpt Juwbopw-
Guwny hwdwp® Jogniwdp Pwlh bp-
/q.bﬁ [_\ﬁr!\ﬂ:?‘cﬁ \.m thnfuwligl jbqugn-
jouwl wju fugp pugunpnn wwun-
dwljwlb nbnblyniphliGbpp:

TU.GvUl.usl.ulv
U.roU.rUvNUAEMrNy REMC

The Role of the ARF Expeditionary Khoumps

1903 pruulwi.
wdunc Ul qhobp d'u- ..

Uhu|u1h dpkp

Lm_u|lﬁ 2l{mJ- Unip q|12|3|'\ L be
Jw)jwumwGh \bnlibpncG pdnuuphG
wlygfhpnib UkgkG 70 hngplng $b-
ww hlbpne hbdbw) junudp dp, Wwlhip
lfnu]')[iﬁbpnq
qhlioLwd by ghlwdpbpfny swlipw-

v winpn Lp—hmll‘p ,

phnlniwd,

Uu.!p|1rlu1d’|)2|1
l;'m_l]r'm_hG nhy) PwukG:

ﬁLud'pnq

Lncply gl otmcfit gpyls §
Up procdp §bpPoy wpuy wpwy
Slruwilﬁ rp \ew? fl}wbﬁ furnilfphy £
Qphimiis Ephs Frecfestihyons

Luy pbuwwjhlG  jnglnipfG,
wlopnip ol sh GwliyGup - wh gbph-

The Example of
Khan and Nevrouz

In September 1903, with the mis-
.sion of providing weapons to the
Armenians of Sassoun, the ARF
organized a large expeditionary
khoomp {group, band), consisting of
two regiments, one mounted, one in-
fantry. Khan led the horsemen;
Nevrouz, the infantrymen.

This educational tells of the expedi-
tion of Khan and Nevrouz, stressing
its importance for the Armenian
Liberation Movement, both in the
sense of getting guns to the Yergir

{the Homeland) and inspiring the
Armenian people with revolutionary
fervor.

In order to become acquainted with
the role played by the expeditionary
khoump, the fedayees who created it,
and the general atmosphere of the
time, this educational explains the
historic details of this revolutionary
undertaking through Khan’s song.

1903, a night in September...

There is no moon, the night is dark,
and through the difficult passes of the
mountains of Armenia, a8 mounted
khoump of 70 fedayees, led by Khan,

armed with Mosin rifles and laden with

ammunition, move though
Sarighamish towards Pahsen.

There was no moon, the night was
dark’

a khoump was moving quickly.

We saw thot it was bhrave Khan's
khoump,

They were armed with Mosin rifles.

The Armenian fedayee doesn’t
recognize fatigue and hunger; he
hides in daylight so the enemy won't
find him, and he marches the whole
night to get guns and ammunition to
Armenian peasants.

{cont. on pg. 22)
i
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p Up wyuwhnipof npukug)r poGunlp i
qpGF 211bmum*ﬂ|}|'_, pruly wdpnng -
shipp Lm fwk, npykugh
Wpbpfp hwugll huyg qphiybpne dn-

qpGw-

nnynupnhl:

Oudwlibwl |nidh wwl wnwwnw-
wnn hwyng «Gplihpp» Lipwlwy k
md'i_iiophlull pu!lm(ih, lnynuymvnph m
Glynulh-
valighti, pnlp Yp vwwlipb, gpoqu-
ghlibpp  hp wqwGibh, Lwypbh
wlinfig wnilibpp- - 4 pepugbhl
wlinlig WBowd gnphlp. - -

Uju  papmpp
apbiifh, wnwlig hpuen i Ep® popf

h | uu{glnl]ﬁbp

[ win b~

wnul G 9

Lpwh
huwgwyh dp Jud pngpf Yunwyw-
pmephul ot gpamws,  fhopm
wohpkpwybw]y  dp
hanfwp:

Pp h'ay banpli dpuwy, hp pulj wy-
fpunwli £y Ghpunwd huoym wnilif nu
plnwlphfp L4p juppnwlnchli pabh
mdny, wlwppwpoptli:

2wy gpoqughli whnf nuliph wyn
qLOChpncl, wyhou |6nwd b gpnify
sdnly:

bp gnpdp, wmGG ne plonwlhf)p
aqbimy], wG Lp Fwgmih (hnlibpp, 4p
Ghwlw) b polpul junudplipne,
yppuiyubb)ne hwdwp wilpn’ng qje-
nh dnqnynypnp:

Unyluoh  huwy bphwiowuwpgne=
phul ka6 ¥ hutuGjy hplpp dn-
qndnipnhli: Wneqk
pov gnuinbp fuqib|, pugg 0’y Fuo-

Larifan nplib-

nufwluwb, o'y wp Ghpulpub h(iw-
putnporphelfhpp fubl wnhluo phib-
e,y Ypbupnpl dhugl hnpawani -
Ghpp, ghnoupnjuwljwl gehwplpnudh
wwnwl] rwppbpp- -+ UGolf jun o
qpubb pk p Gy Juuwliglbpny Fgnch
E Gphypp wwlng Buadpul, pb Eh-
shpli b6 Chw'jG, np wby 4p hwo-
GhG:
wlybhip swn ndnvwp b gplinunpu-

ftncubppfaljwb uwhdwbp
whu, wjuhGfG" hwymdubt fuy hwy
Jb\]u.l\l‘ml‘uu)lpuﬁﬁhanﬁ l}.ltlf: G vw-
GuylG wdlG huwy Eppwmaoupn nju-
wwd £ Jip Ghwlifp unig glim] dwjulsy
bo dbnbipp bplph hnnhG puy: UG
swin wr gphwk np ip tfwhny st' np
yhwh Ynpodwlb]y prrpfhl pnliwnh-
]“"—Phlnnf P‘UJJH hu.llfnqm_mé |:n|\ h]\

Fulwhwéin g Fhii

GJwblibpne qnhnpuipbwdp b ju-
painbe {Ynpuny b np hwy duyn-
tlr\Lprm umpqnqa—hm:ﬁ uﬂw\h l\\ﬁgﬁh
wquuntp bwi- -

hwlh b Ubipnigh ' hnpawnnd
d‘l\lllﬂ}"lul illnL]rl\IJIl[} l.l\“{llrn‘_lll(} I'_l‘G
wyu figgumahG swnw bine hwdap,
bp qkhf
huaglly Uuuling dngnynipnpli b

wlnlg wnafhmpphueGl

Luwqilwllipuh) qumthn[\nul;mﬁ wo-
?Ill\ll\llﬂlﬁ FE H

P‘luul]ﬁm’) nuapap i wliwnbqtG
Uhuwfiopup wlyGhy Uniy v Dw-

UIHG:

It lip
yko hp hwalip PooubG, he'G, pu-

fonudpp  dpwgpniwmdpb

[unuf §'nlblwy Thopmbpnil hlw,
npnlf  vwpuungph  duanlindnyd  Yp
Jujushl be ['plwglbft pnup € qpG6-

LER NN WNIMTAL

UanGFf wldwmbop Lpl wylinbnh
hu) qpupbpneli m dnngndnupnpG-
uwljwyl Gupbunpp wyl kp, op wlinGFf
hw pkGh honhh §puwy whinh puw-
Jpli, huy dnnnynipgp hbw  whnh
Yynonckhlh:

Gpwlh whnGg, npnlyg bpwgp
y'hpuljulimbup - - -

Ulabwgnh  fuwy fbhmm“\ﬁl)phr

dhwinp }\)l\l_lrpu Lpwlh idwC §'pG-
pwliwp nkyp wnuwg-

Gbuighpp woynph dncjpad
Unpfp& Wy sunmf pufus’
Qhrmcdf Efy irmublpny uw &bty
Prognesd bpse fpulpp bdwl:

Lpuywhiihpp nenbpliy
hppogudyp vpmpaby bpL
SpSonid EpS megimp yeinspfd
Ui fipiss bpgnid tpb:

Gpyne wwppbp  Guwdpwlbpny
Junuwpwlivk bt Ubpnigh bu u-

Gp jonvdpbpp dpwgpwd LhG Fhwluy

RN S A RS RN

ninpudjwG  JopwGnipbwlg: Phop-
mhptﬂ I'huﬁl\
fpacdpp Yplugy wqwhnd Jwpnilim-
Gby hp GudpwG: Wwlp hbnounh-
wadip w FRG Gp vypwul Ubipnug)
JunudphG, np wwhuyb havpwboyg:

dbppuwqunniws’

Gpp 4p Gofwpl hbnndli pnopf

qpGainpGbpny swpdnulp, Gap
dhwb 'wlypwunwnlny np pp pl-

Ybplkpp palinuws BG Ynoth- - -

QLGE Jinppwnpny ponudpbpp n-
pnowd Lhi Upwupb by howG)y,
nrunh® Qupbip skp «Gplhph»
ndnuwup no wlidwlop wligfbpnd Uy’
p2lwdhpG nkd wnwhdhl aqly pb-
Whplbpp:

hp  pGlbpbbpnG
MwG 'puk- «@nrg spubl pk hp yap

jpunluynyg’

g oipp wquuwhbyne hwdwp wh pl-
LbpGbpp pngby m
ngbpf, apbpp Pwybglt’f b fpwpny
gk f, fH'GF mJumbr]l;G hbnwgn-

o
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b,)F J_)lu? h}wLI_x blu.u_ pulul‘;‘h
ﬁsJTWLOﬁilbll u.l[l({“11117”/7,1

Z/u./ pul?l:[l/l Jn/l/‘lilil/iﬂ[‘ly
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V.Ghwiwnwp l{nln_n uljuwad k...
LpbC qhobp- -+ Quwlin-
Gwinp gqopfp JLy Londk, haly o
Ynndt 150 [lf\ll.]llrlﬁ]]p]; punljuguwd
hw g ibpny bplyne poncdpbp: UL
ot phe by plinwloplibp, Jdpiu

bpbf op,

ondk Jnwlwdnegich’ GywnwljhG
bwolibjne bo fud unin q6ny fbn-
lijr): ’

<<Q-nd‘1udnph)>
qnuply

dto, nppfhpk
dwpnpllibpp,  wwiwpniwd
LG, MEypw MEYp b popd gqopfhi
Yhnmuft

llJu whhn l|nm|1ﬂ Jky £ vp hh-
pouwpwp bp, gnhotp Pwbp, fqws-
twlguljwb wjq wlylhbp Twpnpyp,
wlinp  whdnowluph oglhwlwGp’
ll['lul;!;mu[l bv puqiuppr Fuy $b-
ww jhlibp:

70 |)nq_|'|ﬁnld hﬂuﬁ!‘n IU"LerHj,
J'wguwhb fhw b 13 hngh, npnbf 4p
JulialinithG
wuwh qopfhl, wju wygunnybbpm
fonufphlG Jdly tp Gwbe Uhln) Mo-
mubwlp, np wwywquihb pupéun

nntualjul cwhdwlu-

d ‘-meqm.pml*uu[i}'n ismburnp Poluw-
lip:
Ubipngp fonudpyp bou Yp -
Govf Gyl bwluwnwgppfi, Phsbpl b
dpuylb pp Ynnibppy' uyunws, Yp
huuGhG «Gplhp»:

* Kk

Upray & wyl Gupspfp, pk lwhp
buv Junih munbnephilp Gwpwlnnp
w b 3'nigbp wiinlig hwnhwp---
Lhghwhunwlhp, dwanp gnyg wniw
np hanch bu dwhnowd hudp nbuwd
pbmug phl dly skp twpud ¢qunm-

thuppy b wannp hwdwp kop Pwlp b

Ubvpnegph  onulpbpkl  |bpuypng
Q)hm\qul[‘)hptﬁ ns JH{E hbmtuq_ulbei
nny UGug, pninpl wy hGlwl hb-

S e

pruwpwp,  qubwqui §nhcibpng
d’tg:

Uwnnp budwp & np pognp dpp-
Inuudlbpp, Gnpkl pnlibghl «lp-

ypp» Jrwliquuinp fwdpul, w'juwb-

gunl wibp Gnuud hwuwl Gphpp
by uwnwpbghl hpblig nduip, Jbp-

gmu{tu hwumG [1]1]J[ig fLwonnwlipG,
nbuwl Ywlwy sndp, Uwumbp, Une-
oy wypbgwG hwypbGh honhl puwy,
dnnnynipnhb hbuw, whnfig gunhb-
npocl, gdowwpnippilibbpnG by ju-
punbi ywj Fwphl hbo:

Uju abumy & op 4p Luwqdw-
anmk]\ﬁ huxJphﬁh honpG Qumgwd
hw) dnnnynipnh wqquyhlb Jinw-
Yulintpbwl  ququiiuplbpp:
swlip Guwd
pbwl LYy powp skp op Lp fbp-
Y jughitp wqgp: hqqp wdpnng hw-

Opp-
huy an—l\Lﬁn ,

hU.lJ nL-=

wwfwluborphed fpG kp, npndli
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dwylip ('miqkpl uhnnb] quiiuqub
quuunlbpn dle: B popnp whnGf’
n]\nﬁr l‘[\ \q\uJ'P\}Jr\l‘_‘\G \UJI) pl\ﬁl&l—
phuli nkdy, bu papp wlinG " npnGf
quliwqul ppswmllbpk bliwd khii, Lp
UhwlGw )6 no Yp wwpgkhli jhpw-
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Ly l|’1u|1pﬁgﬁ|'_|1ﬁ huow Cawl g)h-

nfunn ﬁ-!]luﬁ

nwlhgnipholp wju dbn ny l||_1 Ipu-

wljpuGup hwiw-

lm lllll(]l[’ﬂll‘ll)
'l_‘u.llllll[\l ?luhh]’\nl, lrl)n\f}hlllﬁ’ luqql\’
hnnh mvowwjPuph ququidnapp:

-3 Ywplimlgnipbwl  hudwyp,
wju  Abnbwuplh YJugdwlbpynodp
Ubpphbp bywe pip abpG dkp- woljk
bwnf,
ibpne Gpyph dnmuynepypt qtGf,

wli yhdbg wuppbp dheng-

odwfiuloip puli hwuglibyne hwdwp:

Pwlh by Ubipnigp pnufpbpm
huGh G no
Guwhwwwlniph 6 kp:

Gupownwlyp  «Epljppy
wlinp  hunfwp
Qwpbonpyp w6 Lpy np Ol upuyfuph
bo k) npuanh qxuqlul]uupu Luplfm-
wwlwp hwy dngndnepnh qhuwlgne-
pbw(
forudpbpny tp, np panh Jwnbikp

ky: <<h|1l|l1||>) quygnny  wju
l“q(‘l.llllll'lﬁ Lll(]luu]l.u(]pl.ul|lLIG 2ul||(] ny—
e

«Bphppy Gud'pai @ ypwy Gwhw-
nwlpniwd fulh ke Vhipnegp hb-
poulibpacl ophlulyp Jbo wgnbyni—
ppri  qnpdbyg  huw quligm wolbib-
prel Jpuy: Uyn hbpnu b jh-
Glipp nwpawd Epli oppliwl) nu punkw) ‘
bwpuh by plighwbpuyke Uadhwoh
bw) yunmbGpGhpncl hunfwp:

bnjh, Ywpuh, BpbowGB, @hip-
(bup br wy) funqulbbpny dky, pruli-
udmnnuphilp  hwphypwenp  bph-
vwuawpnbbp hp dnkp gnpdh, wlnbf
wunpwwa L6 Mwl] Gwifpny fub-
P b ppbliy wpbuw gling wuo-
Gwlgbme  jhnupnpripbwG  Jbh
gnpopli:

Lonngrmssinuasbafy Syl f pousy
Ponfp [Jupby frep mp ity
Bpsbip Sugbyr, ydnrasbarip
Yuap & Wosiofy vmoppp wonitp:
Ugyuop, Yupmws dbp hnnbpka,
owwp bplpGFGbpne wwly, SbGE JBGE

s R s s s e e



«&IL3 R Nh Yy

6. SLPD, @hh 5

WL s
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Gplwp dnnlivg Jbp wqunugpuljub
wou Puph hwdwp wlnlig ¢oswd qn-
hlul\}"lln1lf|‘ nl]]l"[i:
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qluq'mlnnL]r!)mﬁ ﬁnuf’pnl(i \.lpmJ, Q-
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huwd wrhwnelbfp:
I‘G}f'm’ﬁ wj

wjoop Gpypp wwling Gudpubbpp,

mwppbhp  prwh
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wu  Fuph Gunlpny wpwp hwuelp'Gr
«Bplihp»:
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IMPRESSIONS...

The MESA Conference:
What were the Turks

By Ara Oshagan

The Sheraton-Palace Hotel in
downtown San Ffrancisco hardly
seems like an appropriate setting for a
political and scholarly clash between
the Armenians and the Turks. But dur-
ing the MESA (Middle Eastern Studies
Association) conference held from
November 28 to December 1, 1984,
this setting was indeed realized. The
most notable day of the conference
was November 30, the Day
Turkish Studies Association organized
a3 panel discussion on the ’‘recent
Turkish Historiography on Warld War
I and its Aftermath.”” Speaking on
behalf of the TSA were three Turkish
professors, and as a late addition, Dr.
Heath Lowry, the head of the Institute
of Turkish Studies in Washington,
D.C.

The first speaker, Prof. Ergil, argued
that the Armenian National Movement
in the Ottoman Empire was bound to
fail because it was based on foreign
help, and that the Armenian
resistance was unjustified. He quoted
a few statements from foreign
observers claiming the Armenians
were well-off under the Turkish rule.

The second speaker, Dr. Salihi
Samyel, from the Turkish Historicai
Association, argued along the same
lines. He claimed that all the trouble in
Turkey started only after the Tsars
were given rights to protect the Chris-
tians in the Ottoman Empire, and later
the great powers used that right to
create dissent among the minorities.
He further claimed that Christians
were “‘priviledged” in that they did not
serve in the military.

The third speaker, a colleague
reading Dr. Oke's (from Bogazici
University) paper, went into the

details of the Lausanne Peace Con-
ference. It was mostly factual and and
based upon from the Public Records
Office in London.

The last speaker was Dr. Heath
Lowry. Dr. Lowry, apparently forget-
ting the topic of the panel, spoke
seriously and scholarly for 20 minutes

the

attempting

about a small footnote found in Dr.
Richard Hovanissian’s massive second
volume of the Republic of Armenia.
The footnote referred to a lieutenant
who was an Armenian intelligence
gatherer in Turkey in 1922. Dr. Lowry
took this small refrence and divided it
into eight parts, and then, he proceed-
ed to disprove the validity of the seven
of those eight parts. His main argu-
ment rested on the fact that Hovanis-
sian used an unpublished and partially
unrehable Ph.D. dissertation as the
soyrce of the fooinote. Using this as a
basis, he then advised all present that
due to this unreliability, Dr. Hovanis-
sian’'s books must be read with “"cau-
tion.”

Is this what scholars should be
discussing? Is this what the Turkish
scholars were there to discuss? The
topic of the panel discussion was “‘Re-
cent Turkish Historiography on World
War [ and Its Aftermath.”” None of the
speakers even reached the World War
I era, much less its aftermath. As Dr.
Hovanissian asked in his response to
the accusations, why was Lowry’s
whole paper dedicated 1o that
miniscule note? s there a hidden
agenda here? Clearly, there was a hid-
den agenda. The Turkish *‘scholars”
certainly were not there to discuss
World War | nor its aftermath. They
were there first to change the topic of
discussion to another area, apparently
thinking they couid refute Armenian
scholars more easily in that area, and
second to provide their own altered
version of history, supposedly based
on facts. But they could not even do
this. The fact is contrary to Prof.
Ergil's claim and as pointed out by
Rodric Davidson {one of the most pro-
minent American historians of the Ot-
toman Empire), almost all national
liberation movements depend on
foreign aid to succeed. The only pro-
blem with the Armenian movement
was that the foreign help never came.
it Is true that some wealthy Armenians
were well-off in Turkish cities, but did

Dr. Ergil bother to find statements that
referred to Armenians living in the
villages of the country? Dr. Somyel
says the Christians were ‘'priviledged"
people because they did not serve in
the military. The fact is that Arme-
nians were forced to serve in the
military and as inferiors —the highest
rank they could achieve was that of
officer’s aid. Dr. Heath Lowry’s paper
was probably seen as the final and
decisive blow of victory of the Turkish
scholars (again using the term
loosely), actually it was only the final
decisive blow of embarrassment, It
not only made mockery of scholerly
criticism, but the final conclusion had
no logical connection with the paper.
With some sort of absurd reasoning
Dr. Lowry thought by disproving the
validity of one footnole he could
disprove te validity of three massive
volumes of Armenian history and the
validity of Dr. Hovanissian as a
historian. The footnote is incorrect, as
Dr. Hovanissian himself admitted, but
that gives no grounds to infer that Dr.
Hovanissian’s books should be read
with “’caution.”’ The whole organiza-
tion ang presentation of the panel had
some non-academic purpose—to in-
fluence the opinions of the other
scholars that were present. The panel
was turned into a propagands period.
But it did not succeed in its purpose, it
only succeeded in making explicit the
ameturism of the so-called Turkish
scholars.

scholars, and making those scholars
that were to be the targets of the
Turkish hidden agenda, rethink their
position about the Armenian Question
with a more positive view of the Arme-
nians. In fact, what actually happened
was the reverse of what the Turks
planned to do. Of course, this fiasco
was the work of the Turkish govern-
ment who now seems to be trying all
sorts of ridiculous ways to alter the
wrue claims of the Armenian people. it
persists in denying justice to the
Armenian people and as a direct con-
sequence it must alter and hide the
truth about history. When will the
Turkish government have enough
courage to rise to the level of humani-
ty and admit the atrocities in its past,
so that justice may be done to both
the Armenian and the Turkish
peoples?

Zast



«&LU.3N%Nhuy

E. SLPh, PR S

VOICE YOUR OPINION...

Terrorists as Politicians

Note: The following editorial ap-
peared 1n the December 17, 1984 edi-
tion of the Los Angeles Times Metro
Section,

A federal judge in New York City
has dignified the murderous terrorism
of the Irish Republican Army as a
legitimate form of political warfare
and, with that extraordinary conclu-
sion, has refused to permit the ex-
tradition of @ convicted assassin.

Judge John E. Sprizzo has in effect
legitimized the murder of any law-
enforcement officer in uniform so long
as the killer claims a political motive
for his action ang can assert that he
belongs to a well-organized group.
The judge’s dangerous illogic ignores
the wise findings of many courts, in-
cluding those of the Republic of
Ireland, that have distinguished bet-
ween terrorism and the legitimate ex-
ercise of political opposition.

In this case the judge argued that
the actions of the British army, after
an atternpted ambush of an army
patrol, resulted in the killing of an of-
ficer by Joseph Patrick Thomas
Doherty. But his argument does not
stop there. He also asserts that the
Provisional Irish Republican Army —by
its organization, discipline and com-
mand structure—should be
distinguished from other international
terrorist groups, like Italy’s Red

Brigades, and cloaked with political
legitimacy. Such distinctions are
patently absurd.

Extradition was denied on grounds
that Doherty’s crime was a “political
oftense” not covered by the extradi-
tion treaty. And terrorism was en-
couraged in the name of the rufe of
law that it seeks, by every means at its
disposal, to destroy.

One of the many resolulions pass-
ed at last year’'s AYF Annual Conven-
tion was for AYF ungers to make an
extra elforl to read and analyze
literature printed about other libera-
tion movements, assuming their ac-
tions may have some sort of influence
on our movements and our Cause

The ruling stated in the above
editorial may or may not have great
consequernces or repercussions on
other liberation movements within
the US government’s sphere of in-
fluence.

Is this ruling perhaps the begining
of an “accomodating” or “'understan-
ding” altitude on the part of the US
governmen! officials towards the so-
called terrorist” groups and/or
liberation movements? Is this of any
imporiance to us as a liberation
movemen! at all, anyway? Voice your
opinion in a letter to the Hayloug
Editorial Staff, .

HAYTOUG

Udate re: Father Manuel Yergatian

In an interview given in Detroit,
Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian reveal-
ed that Father Manual Yergatian
had been transfered from the prison
in Istanbul to one in Tchanakkate',
where he stayed until the 10th of
September (the same date the
Patriarch left Turkey...). According
to certain sources, Yergatian has
now been transferred to one of the
islands of the Marmara.

Father Yergatian was sentenced
to prison by Turkish authorities
nearly three vyears ago on the

charges of possessing an Armenian

folk music cassette and for naming
his dog **Ataturk.”

]

PAST MONTH
IN REVIEW

BILBAO % On Thursday, November
22, Spanish police had confronta-
tions with the Basque protestors,
who had proclaimed a strike in the
three Basque provinces in Spain.
The strike was organized to protest
the assasination of Santiago Beruar-
dija, leader of the Henry Batasouma
Party. The Basque people continue
their liberation struggle.

WASHINGTON,D.C. xOn
Wednesday, Novemeber 28, of-
ficials of the Reagan administration
announced the intentions of the ad-
ministration’s 1985 plan to supply
280 million doliars as aid to the
Afghan rebels. With the approval of
this plan the US would have
allocated 625 million doilars 1o the
Afghan guerillas.

BEIRUT * According to Lebanese
military sources, on Tuesday,
November 27, Israeli jet fighters at-
tacked Palestinian locations east of
Beirut. The explasions killed at feast
five people and deminished three
buildings. Israeli military forces have
been launching similar attacks on
area populated by Palestinians since
the begining of the Lebanese civil
war.

MANAGUA xSandanistan
government officials announced
that the anti-Sandanistas have in-
creased their attacks on the coffee
fields in Nicaragua, where people
were working in harvesting the cof-
fee. The anti-Sandanistas want to
hurt Nicaragua’s economy in an at-
tempt to overthrow the leftist
government, They are backed by
the US government.

LONDON % The Reuters news
agency reported on Friday,
November 2, that the British police
have uncovered guns and ammuni-
tion in the Kensington area. The
same source also claimed that the
arsenals belonged to Lybian and
Armenian militants.
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PAST MONTH
IN REVIEW

LONDON % Turkey's government
has put on trial the leaders of the
Wiriters” Union of Turkey, headed
by the 68 vyear-old Aziz Nesin,
reported the October issue of Index
on Censorship of London. The
military prosecutor calls the writers’
union an “illegal society” and asks
for sentences of 8-15 years. Intellec-
tuals and many organizations with
political orientation have been
repressed greatly by the Turkish
government.

ANKARA % Turkey has tried to stay
neutral in the lIran—Ilrag war,
because of its economic interests.
However, Turkey has announced
that if any Iranian attacks should
take place on the petroleum
pipelines between Kerkouk and
Youmourtalik, Turkey will take this

as an attack and will react im-
mediately.
In turn, lIran has criticized

Turkey’s military operation in Iraq to
repress the Kurdish revolutionaries.

WARSAW *After a lengthy
search, the Polish Domestic Safety
Commission found the body of the
priest Popleyensko. The body was
found in the water reservoir of the
Vestula river. The body of the priest
had disappeared for eleven days.
Meanwhile, the police had arrested
three security agents, one of which
had confessed that they had thrown
the priest’s body into the river. The
priest was an advocate of the
Solidarity fFront.

TRIPOLI*0n Wednesday, Oc-
tober 31, UPI reported that on
Tuesday, October 20, two people
were publicly shot to death in
Tripoli—a city 42 miles north of
Beirut. The gunmen were accused
of killing six people during a clash
on October 20. Later, cne of the ex-
ecuted men was found to be inno-
cent.
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Lowell Seniors Write to
Elbekian and Levonian

Note: The following sample letter
was senl in by the Lowell AYF Armen
Garo Senior Chapter in order ta on
courage and inspire their fellow
ungers to write to Raffi Elbekian anel
Harutiun Levonian. Both men are 1n-
carcerated in Yugoslavia.

Dear Unger:

Just to let you know that we, here
in the United States, are voicing our
firm and liberal support to you as you
remain imprisoned for a crime worthy
of attribute among the Armenian peo-
ple.

In this vast world of ours everything
is transistory except the will to fight
for what we believe is right and just.

Freedom and independence
became a reality in 1918, simply
because the Armenian didn't allow
tears to close his eyes and fought to
presereve that precious link between
our glorious past and bright future.

Their devotion and spirit of sacrifice
is synonymous to your ideals in which
we can comprehend the truth that na
tions never die as long as we never
allow discouragement to turn into
despair.

/ The Turkish infidels dismembered

us on the field of battle in 1915, but we
have risen to the occassion behind the
triumphant flutter of our still glorious
Armenian Tricolor which, we are con-
fident, will once again fly in the
mellow breezes of our beloved Mount
Ararat,

You will be there to witness that
grand moment, Unger, as long as the
fierce hope for justice and liberation
remains in the hearts of every Arme-
nian living on the face of the earth.

We must speak of these traits in the
same breath. |t must be a clear
voice —sincere  and  without
hypocracy

Our history 1s far from ended. In
fact, | think it's just begining, thanks
to you and many others like you who
are willing to stand face to face with
our aggressors in bringing these
despots to their knees in retaliation of
their heinous crimes.

We must become vigilant,
dedicated fighters for freedom if liber-
ty under God, is to survive in this
waorld.

Fraternally,
Lowell Armen Garo
AYF Senior Chapter

Hartford-New Britain AYF-YOARF
Members “Attend”” Turkish
Dance Workshop

Ungers of the Hartford-New Eritain
AYF-YOARF Ararat Senior Chapter
noticed a newspaper advertisement
for a Turkish dance workshop to be
held in the area.

After taking this issue up in @
meeting they decided to make flyers
entitled ""A Dance through the
History”” which contained a detailed
account of Turkish history, including
the Armenian Genocide. The flyers
were placed on the car windshields of

each participant

Few of the ungers made their way
inta the church hall where the
workshop was taking place, only to
hear the Turkish instructer say..."'and
this particualr dance comes from the
Turkish city of Van™ The senior ungers
wanted to shout out "frorn the Arme-
nian city of Van' but not being there
for desruptive reasons they simply
walked out

ARF Khoumps...

{cont. from pg. 14)

The Yergir of the Armenians, who
are suffering under the Ottoman yoke,
is subject to daily lootings, oppression
and exploitation; they kidnap Arme-
nian girls, kill the peasants, burn their
homes, take the wheat they have
harvested.

All this happens illegally, at the
whim of a Kurdish chieftain, instigated
by a Turkish pasha or the Turkish
government.

For the Armenian peasant, living on
his own homeland, evern the home
built with his own labor and members
of his family are taken from him by
force, unjustly.

The Armenian peasant needs those
guns; he is determined never to bow
his head again.

Leaving his work, his home and his
family, he takes to the mountains ang
joins fedayee khoumps in order to pro-
tect the people of the entire village.

For the Armenian youth of the
Caucasus, their dream is to reach the
people of the Yergir. They want to
form volunteer battalions, but neither
the political nor the material means ex-
ist; only the experienced ones are
chosen, only those capable of revolu-
ticnary sacrifice...They know well
what kind of dangers lie on the road to
the Yergir; they know that only the
few reach anywhere. In other words,
there is presecution against the Arme-
nian revolutionaries. But every Arme-
nian youth has taken an oath to sell his
lite dearly and die on the soil of the
Yergir. He knows very well that it is
not with his death that the Turkish tyr-
reny is going to be toppled. But he is
convinced that it is with the sacrafice
of others like him and perpetual strug-
gle that the Armenian people will be
tree.

The united experienced khoumps of
Khan and Nevrouz were organized to
serve that purpose; their mission was
to provide to the people of Sassoun
and organize revolutionary work.

They were unfamiliar with the
villages and people there; but the im-
portant thing was that they would be
on Armenian soill and would fight
alongside the Armenian people.

The mounted khoump of the
dedicated and brave fedayees moved

forward like fire: "”’.
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Their lives dedicated to their people,
The brave Khan leading them,

They were going lo the Turkish
border,

I'hey were flying like fire.

Their rifles on their shoulders
They had unfurled the Hag,
They were going joyfully,
Singing songs of freedom.,

After going along two different
routes, the khoumps of Khan and
Nevrouz had planned to meet at the
plain of Pahsen and continue together
10 Moush and Sassoun.

Khan’s khoump reaches Pahsen as
planned. There it has a skrimish with
Kurds, who run away terrified and in-
form the Turkish military authorities.
Rid of the Kurds, Khan’s khoump can
safely continue. Khan, binoculars at
his eyes, waits for Nevrouz’'s khoump
which seems nowherée in sight.

When he notices the movements of
Turkish forces far away, he realizes
that his ungers are in battle...

The khoumps that were transpor-
ting weapons had decided to reach
their destination together; it was not
possible to leave their ungers alone
against the enemy an the difficult and
unfamiliar terrain of Yergir.

Turning to his ungers Khan says:
“Let no one say that to save his own
worthless head he has left his ungers
and went away. Boys, gather the
horses and tie them together. We
aren’t moving from here.”

When the brave Khan went to Pahsen
They fired cannons.

From the Mosin of the Armenian
braves

The bullets roared.

The unequal battle had begun.
Three days, three nights...a regular ar-
my on one side, and on the other, two
khoumps composed of 150 fedayees.
One side has numbers and cannons;
the other has the determination to
reach its goal or die, making the
enemy pay dearly.

The fighters have no positions, sur-
rounded in Konatzor by the forces of
Reshid Beg and the Turkish army.

It is in this terrifying battle that
Khan, the intrepid ARF fighter, his un-
forgettable assistant Hmayag, and
many brave fedayees were killed.

Out of the 70 in Khan’s khoump,

ony 13 survive, turning themselves in-
1o the Russian border patrol.

Nevrouz’s khoump meets with the
same fate. Only a few, fighting and
exhausted, reach the Yergir.

The opinion that whoever has
tasted the bitterness of fighting and
death does not want to confront these
again is wrong. On the contrary, ex-
perience proved that the fedayee who
saw death and tasted battle kept alive

in him the “ideal," the faith; and it is
for this reason that, of the fedayees
who survived from the khoumps of
Khan and Nevrouz, not one remained
alive in the future. They fell heroically
in various battles.

And that is why all the ones who
had been saved again took to the
dangerous road to Yergir, this time
with more determination. They reach-

{cont. on pg. 28)
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The Return of

MONTEBELLO—On Sunday,
December 2, the Montebello Vahan
Cardashian Chapter hosted the First
AYF Day of this fiscal year, sponsored
by the Central Executive. Alhough the

,number of ungers participating in the
day’s program were fewer than in
previous vyears, the score of the
ungers present at the event will never
forget the event.

The day opened with an educational
by Prof. Alice Taylor from UCLA. Her
insightful commentary on Armenian
Art and her beautiful slides of Arme-
nian architectural monuments, such
as the Akhtamar monestary, educated
the AYF ungers on the subject too
often overlooked. The presentation
concluded with a question and answer
session with her audience of nearly 60
ungers and ungerouhis.

the ‘AYF Days’

The ungers next divided themselves
into different groups and played
volleyball, soccer and engaged in
general 'kef.” After seemingly hours of
activity the AYFers reconvened for the
intellectually stimualting Quiz Bowl.
The questions prepared by the
Montebello Chapter Social Commit-
tee, challenged everyone's knowledge
of sports, history and general informa-
tion. The limited number of AYFers at-
tending compelled the participants to
compete in a 'Battle of Sexes,’ rather
than the envisioned competition by
chapters. Eventually, the ungerouhis
defeated the ungers by one point, cor-
rectly identifying Diego Maradona’s
current soccer club.

The day’s schedule also included
the delicious lunch and the dinner-
prepared by the Montebello chapter.

O

Evening with the LAb

On December 14, 8:00 p.m., the
Pasadena Nigol Touman Chapter
sponsored “"An Evening with the LAS
at their Armenian Center in Pasadena.

Unger Bedig Tashjian, C.E. advisor
to the chapter, gave a few opening
remarks on behalf of the Nigol
Touman seniors, after which unger
Apraham Boghigian, relating the
message of the Central Exscutive,
gave information concerning the legal
status of the LAS, as well as an update
on the proceedings, etc.

One of the evening’s focal points
was the showing of a videotape, a
motley of briefs and editorials from
Turkish news networks, regarding the

Lisbon 5 and Armenian “terrorist”
groups in general, and was narrated
by unger Nairy Harboyan, the even-
ing’s coordinator.

The evening ended with a few
revolutionary songs by Karnig Sarkis-
sian, accmpanied by Dikran Berberian
on guitar. Attendence was minimal,
and not very spirited, actually quite &
depressing show in the part of AYFers
in general. It was quite sad that unger
Karnig stood on stage (undoubtedly at
a trying emotional time in his life) and
sang to an audience which wouldn’t
recipocate the moral support he was
showing.

Vartush Matevossian

YRR
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HOUSTON CHAPTER NULIPUZUUPEU
PROSPERS UNufGNGLLA8Hh ULL
HOUSTON —The newly formed OPuEd RUANLEDP —  Unghdphy
Houston AYF Dro Chapter held its se- 24h  bphynybwb, 2.8.9%.4.b.9-

cond annual gathetifig on the evening
of Saturday, November 3. Ten
members of the chapter 100k the final
oath to bacome fully-pledged
members of the Armenian Youth
federation, Present were the
members, their advisors, parents, and
guests. The honorary guest of the
evening was unger Apraham
Boghigian who had come from Los
Angeles office of the Cenral Ex-
ecutive. He presenled a slide show
conceming the AYF history and ac-
tivities. His presence and the environ-
ment of the oath ceremony had a
tremendous influence on the
members. Since that evening, the
chapter has been more active and
spirited towards i1s actvities.

It is hoped that Houston chapter
will continue to prosper. Even though
the chapter is geographically far from
the rest of the chapters, the Houston
ungers would like the rest of the
chapters 1o know that they will always
be working together to achieve the
goals of the Armenian Youth Federa-
tion.
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Juniors Demonstrate
Great Enthusiasm

ORNAGE COUNTY-—-The Aghpiur
+Serop Junior Chapter this yesr con-
sists of 23 members. The juniors have
demonstrated a renewed enthusiasm
through the many activities this fall
and winter.

On December 1, the Torrence
Ararad Chapter was invited 10 attend a
oint meeting, however, the at-
tendence was not satisfactory.

On December 7, Hollywood Junior
Chapter had invited the Aghpiur
Serop Jr. Chapter for 8 joint meeting.
Sixteen ungers attended from the
Orange County Juniors. Ung. Hrach
Hintlian gave the educational; ques-
tions were asked afterwards.

The Orange County juniors are very
much excited about the coming
events of the year.
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VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES
PLANNED

BAY AREA —The Rosdom juniors
have started off on the right foot, with
o variety ot activities this year. These
activities have been organized with
careful, and planned leadership com-
ing from the executive and chapter ad-
visors. The support of the community
has been commendable, which was
apparent in two of the Car Washes
organized by the chapter. Other ac-
livities have included a trip to the
amusement park, Great America, and
a Chinese food-social after one of the
six chapter meetings. One of the
chapier meetings has been joint with
the seniors, and another meeting has
taken place with the parents. Toward
the political side of the activities, the
chapter has had a couple of 'Asbarez
Night’s and has organized a protest in
front of the Yugoslav Consulate in
San Francisco regarding the decision
taken on the Levonian/Elbekian case.
Pamphlets were also passed out dur-
ing this protest.

To bring to the end 1the chapter’s
activities for the first third of the fiscal
year, the chapter, jointly with the
seniors, organized a booth at the an-
nual Bazaar. Throughout the day AYF
members were present in the booth
selling swesatshits, books, and
welcoming the young community
members to join the ranks of the
Armenian Youth Federation.
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WESTERN SAHARA
and the POLISARIO

(cont. from pg. 9)

the people?’ and found them in the
background all shouting for Polisario.
More than that, though, the mission,
by confirming that Polisario appeared
1o be representative of the people as a
whole, and by announcing that
discretely even before the official
publication of its report in October,
gave Polisario the international ap-
proval they hag so far lacked.”’

1975 to 1975
Following the June, 1970, riots and

the tripartite meeting of Algerian,

Moroccan, and Mauritanian heads of
states later that year, the anti-Spanish
campaign in Western Sahara received
the dual profile of true political ac-
tivism and armed struggle. By
mid-1972, it is reporied that the anti-
Spanish guerrilla activities were to a
degree which alarmed the Spanish
government and made it declare 3
state of emergency and a news
blackout. In 1973, the Spanish Em-
bassy in Nouakchott (the capital of
Mauritania) was attacked. In that
same year, according to one source,
two important elements influenced
the events of 1974 ang 1975:

1. Formal foundation of the
Polisario as an organized military force
; ang

2. Morocco’s attempt to widen its
base of external support.

In its campaign 1o rally support,
King Hassan was fairly successful: his
appeal to the superpowers resulted in
the moral support of the Soviet Union
condemning the Spanish presence in
Western Sahara and the continued
military support of the United States,
coupled with the Nixon-Kissinger ad-
ministration’s pressures on Spain.
Morocco’s imvolvement in the Oc-
tober 1973 Arab War against lIsrael
earned for itself the “gratitude from
Arab radicals and conservatives
alike.”” The sharp rise in the
phosphate prices in 1874 as a side ef-
fect to the 1973 oil boom brought King
Hassan’s premeditated annexationist
ambitions’ into a new climax. With a

"

faithful army on his side—the '‘un-

faithfuls’’ having been eliminated for
good as a result of the 1971 ang 1973
abortive coup attempt —and what he
thought to be enough international
support in his favor, the King embark-
ed on his mission to Moroccanize the
Western Sahara. Obviously, the
tripartite alliance by now fallen into
pieces.

1975 to present
Further Comlications

1975 was the second cornerstone in
the history of Western Sahara con-
flict.

In early 1975, Morocco mobilized
17,000 troops, which was one-third of
its armed ground forces—to points
along its southern border. The issue of
the Western Sahara was now in front
of the International Court of Justice
for an optnion. On October 16, 1975,
the Court presented its most discreet
and ambiguous opinion by which it
endorsed none of the involved states’
claims. It reaffirmed the UN Resolu-
tion on the Rights of Peoples 10 Self-
Determination. November 7 of that
same year, the first contingents of the
350,000 Moroccans taking part in King
Hassan’'s “Green March” arrived at
the border. Two days later, the King
ordered the peaceful marches to
return, because their "objectives have
been obiained.”

At this juncture, it should be noted
that Spain was undergoing one of its
more difficult political periods; the in-
ternal conflicts and the Marxist control
of neighboring Portugal, coupled with
the death of General Franco, and with
the subsequent crises of succession,
Spain found itself in a confused period
of time.

On November 14, an agreement
between Spain, Morocco, and
Mauritaniz was signed in Madrid, by
which Spain agreed to evacuate the
Western Sahara by February 28, 1976,
handing it over to Morocco and
Mauritania, in return for which Spain
would retain 35 percent of the
Fosbucraa Company mining the Bu
Craa phosphate and some fishing
rights along the coast. Against strong

Polisario opposition, Morocco had oe-
cupied two-thirds of northern Western
Sahara while Mauritania completed its
invasion in mid-January, 1976, by set-
tling in the southern par of Western
Sahara.

Algeria immediately expelled the
25,000 Moroccans living in Algeria. A
new crisis had begun. The Polisario,
although carrying a considerable
degree of aticks agamst Morocco,
concentrated its campaign on
Mauritania, wtiich later proved to be
successful. In fact, despile the con-
siderable French economic and
military support, as a result of a failing
economy caused by the 1977-78
drought, the waorld economic reces-
sion and the fall of market prices for
Mauritana’s exports, coupled with the
increasing defense spending caused
by the war against the Polisario, the
Ould Daddah regime soon lost its
legitimacy; it was toplled by a military
coup d’etat in July, 1978. Now with a
new regime in power in Mauritania, a
peace treaty was immediately signed
by the Mauritanian government and
the Polisario, by which Mauritania
agreed to cancel its claims on the
Western Sahara and conseguently to
withdraw from the region. Morocco
did not lose time in immedistely an-
nexing in official terms the territory
evacuated by Mauritania. Mauritania,
being out of the picture, allowed the
Polisario to wage full-scale war direct-
ly against its only remaining target,
Morocco. The confrontations
escalated rapidly. Morocco increas-
ingly armed with US and French ap-
paratus, while the Polisario armed
itself with more sophisticated
weaponry (from '‘Stalin organs” to
SAM anti-aircraft missles) provided by
Algeria and Lybia. 1981 and 1982
brought increased OAU and UN
resolutions ang subsequent efforts to
bring about a solution to the issue. A
referendum proposed by both the
OAU and the UN which will determine
the will of the Sahraouis on the issue
has been time and time again rejected
by Morocco, which insists on its
historical claims to the territory.

On November 18, 1983, the Los
Angeles Times reported the follow-
ing:

Algerian-backed guerrillas fighting
Morroco for contro! of the Wesiern
Sahara said thal they have met in
secret with Moroccan officials.
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Mustapha Bashir, a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee for the rebel
Polisario Front, insisted that Moroc-
cans have to negotiate because they

cannot win the war in Western
Sahara...He said that Morocco con-
trols a perimeter around the

phosphate mines but that the rest of
the sparsely populated region is in
Polisario hands.

Conclusion

It is becoming increasingly difficult,
as is evident from this analysis, to
forsee a simple solution for the
Western Sahara conflict. Although
the war in the Western Sahara may
have begun as a clear-cut contlict, the
stakes have gradually become higher;
it is now abvious that any long-range
solution to the problem would
necessarily have to be in the context
of a broader regional settlement rather
than being limited to the Western
Sahara conflict itself in order to be ef-
fective.

Attempts to mediate and to resolve
the conflict have this far failed
miserably. King Hassan’s government
temains detemined to recover the ter-
ritory and 1o integrate it with the
Moroccan state; Algeria continues 10
supponrt Sahraoui self-determination,
as does Lybia, and insists that the
dispute must be resolved through
negotiations between Morocco and
the Polisario. The increasing likelihood
of a direct confrontation between
Algeria and Morocco if the war is pro-
longed to its struggle to secure inter-
nationa! recognition for the SADR.

As John Damis points out, at
various times since 1975, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Tunisia, raq, Senegal,
the lvory Coast, Nigeria, Guinea,
Togo, Kuwait, Gabon, France, Spain,
the PLO, the Arab League, and the

OAU have tried to encourage a recon-
ciliation between the warring parties.
The “attempts’ to provide a solution
by the United Nations have been
nothing more than resolutions which
were previously discussed and need
not be reiterated here. However, none
of the attempts made by any third par-
ty has succeeded not only due to the
will and detemination of each warring
party to emerge from the conflict vic-
toriously, but also due to several im-
portant underlying factors, the most

significant of which is the legitimacy
ot King Hassan’s regime.

King Hassan has many reasons to
want to prolong the conflict. The issue
iI5 not as simple as it may appear,
especially considering the possible
consequences on the Moroccan in-
teranl political scene and the fate of
the King should the outcome of the
conflict be unfavorable to Morocco.
The King, therefore, is caught in the
middle of a dilemma: on the one hand
is the rising cost of war in a failing
economy, anti-war sentiments and
demoralizations in the people and the
armed forces, while on the other hand
are the threats to his rule. Thus, any
resolution to the conflict, in order to
be acceptabie to Morocco, waould

: [

have to provide the King with the
means by which to make a peaceful
exit from a costly was without admit-
ting defeat. In other words, it would
have to be a face-saving device for the
King (with his own country} and for
Morocco (within the international
community).

On the other side, however, is the
Polisario, which apparently has no in-
tention to accept anything less than
full and total independence and
sovereignty for the entirely of its
Sahraoui Arab Democratic Republic.
As long as it is backed by Algeria and
Lybia—and there’ is no foreseeable
reason why the support should not
last—the Polisario possesses the
determination, manpower, and ability
to prolong the conflict.

The Polisario Front appears committed to a long struggle. As a
movement that began with few material or political assets, the
Polisario has very little to lose. In this sense it can well afford to be un-
vompromising in its demands for full independence of all of the
Western Sahara. As a liberation movement challenging an established
power, the Polisario does not have to win the Saharan conflict in the
conventional sense of forcing Morocco to accept its terms. As a new
force challenging the status quo, all the Polisario must do over the
next several years is to avoid losing — that is, it must avoid either being
eliminated by Morocco or reduced to a level where itis no longer taken
seriously by the interantional community. By seizing the military of-
fensive from Morocco on 1978-1979 and by achieving recognition for
the SADR by nearly fifty states, the Polisario Front has done con-
siderably better than avoiding defeat.

It is quite evident, then, that there
appears to be no end in sight to
resolve the Western Saharan conflict.
In retrospect, it seems that Mauritania
emerged as the most well-advantaged
party 10 the conflict, by making its exit
from the war in a face-saving manner.
Perhaps the overthrow of King Hassan
and the establishment of a new
governemnt in Morocco can lead to an
etfective solution to the conflict. As it

stands now, however, the parties
which are currently involved apparent-
ly have no intention of backing down,
and as the war is prolonged, ihe
stability of the entire North African
region remains threatened. With all of
the vested interests of various coun-
tries, including the superpowers, the
war in the Western Sahara is more
likely 1o get worse before it gets bet-
ter.
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ARF Expeditionary...

{cont. on pg. 23)

ed the Yergir and carried out their
oaths. Finally, they reached their goal.
They saw Lake Van, Sassoun, Moush.
They lived on the soil of their own
country, with the people, with their
pain, their hardship, and with their
perpetual struggle.

It was in this manner that detemin-
ed national ideas were formed among
the people, clinging to their national
soil. It wasn’'t ane region’s Armenians
who represented the people, or cer-
tain class that represented the nation.
The nation was a vast collective
whose wvoice the Turks wanted to
drown in various provinces. And all of
those who struggled against this
united oppression, all of those who
came from different regions, united
and raised the flag of revolution. They
awakened in the people & collective
awareness, and thus, the “ideal” of a
collective interest goal, of unity, of na-
tion, of homeland and struggle, was
clarified and formed.

For the ARF, the organization of
this operation [(the expeditionary
undertaking of Khan and Nevrouz)
became the last of its kind. After-
wards, the ARF applied other
methods of providing the people of
the Yergir with guns and help.

The goal of the khoumps of Khan
and Nevrouz was to reach the Yergir
and 1o fight and die for it. The impor-
tant thing was to plant the idea of one
struggle—one cause—in the
awareness of the people. It was with
these khoumps that went to the Yergir
that the national liberation movemeni
gained momentum.

The example of these heroes, who
were martyred on the road to the
Yergir, made a great impact on the
Armenian people. These tedayees
became an example and a symbol for
the Armenian youth of Kars and all
Caucasia.

In Khvoy, Kars, Yerevan, Tiflis and
other cities the excitement and the
determination to struggle that was
created by the activities of the
khoumps motivated hundreds of
youths towards actual work. They
were ready to continue in the example
of Khan, and 1o participate in the no-
ble work of the revolution, even if that

meant risling their futures and their
lives.

On the soil of Armenia

The warrior shed his blood;
Remember, Armenians, do not forget
The sacred name of the brave Khan.

Today, separated from our lands,
living in foreign countries, we have
not forgotiten the brave Khan and the
others. And we cannot forget the path
of sacrifice they showed us for our
liberation struggle.

Adolescent, youth, or elderly, we
too have vowed to follow that path of
sacrifice on our way to revolution,
continuing the work started by our
fedayees.

No matter how different the roads
that lead to the Yergir today, it is the
way of perpetual and enduring strug-
gle that will take us to Yergir.

A Scene from the Battle,
from Roupen’s Memoirs

One hour had passed, and another
danger. Four cannons begin to roar
and tear up the ground around
Nevrouz’'s positions. The khoump's
eyes are turned to Chavaghtzi Blond
Hamo, who had earned three medals
in the Russian army. He watches the
movements and says:

"Boys, don’t worry, don't return
fire until their firing stops. You have
one job to do. Whoever's position is
not deep enough into the ground, dig
down with your bayonets and your
nails if you have to. Whoever is deep
enough, hide your heads and don’t
move. If you're hungry, eat; if you're
sleepy, sleep; if you're tired, smoke
and rest. I'll be the look-out. When |
blow the whistle, then we'll have work
to do.”

for two hours, the cannons rake the
positions, throwing up the soil, which
then covers the fighters who remain
quiet. The enemy thinks the positions
have turned into a graveyard and
blows its horns. Forming three col-
umns of men, they march forward,
rifles on their shoulders.

“"Why don’t they form a line? Either
they think we're dead, or they're
depending on their cannons,” our

boys think. '“But eventually the can-
nons will have to quiet down when
their soldiers get within 100-200 yards
of our position. Then we'll show
ourselves...”

Blongd Hamo, yelling through the
noise, tells everyone: ''Our luck is
working. The crowd is the one who
tires without orders when they’re still
far away. Lower your sights on the
guns; when you see my sign at 200
yards, fire.”

The enemy comes closer and
closer. 2,000 yards. 1,000 yards. They
come faster and faster. They are at 50
yards, when ouf boys begin to get ner-
vous. ''Be patient a little more,”” and
the cannons stop and the fedayees
fire, moving down the thick columns
of soldiers. Some panic and run for-
ward, falling in front of the positions.
Some sit where they are and fire.
Some fall back and regroup. After 1-2
hours of this, they blow their horns
and retreat under the bullets of the
fedayees, just when the sun is living
its last moments, falling behind the
mountains.

Morale was high. Some say: "'Let's
pursue and take the cannons.” But
Hamo, who knows better, says: "No,
for today’s sake, let’'s sing a song
together. Everybody, Teh zargek,
zargek..."”

Khan

Parsegh Tirakian was born in 1863,
in Direh monastery {Caesaria). At a
young age the rebellious Parsegh
often got into fights with Turks who
insulted the Armenians or exploited
them. Going to Istanbul, at first he
leans towards the Hunchags and par-
ticipates in the demonstration of Kum
Kapu, during which his character as a
fearless and daring fighter becomes
apparent.

But Istanbul does not satisfy him.
The news from the Yergir pulls him
towards the mountains and valleys of
Armenia. Joining the ARF, he par-
ticipates in the expedition of
Khanasor, after which he is known as
Khan and becomes a famous fighter
and lkkhoump feader. Two of his battles
{while transporting guns on the way of
the Yergir) are famous. One occurs in
1899 in the village of Khasdour; the
other, in 1903 in Pahsen, as the teader
of the mounted khoump called
“Lightning.”” It was during this pitch-
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ed battled that he fell on the field of
glory, firing his last bullets.

Khan is one of our most popular
heroes around whom many mythical
tales have been told by the people and
the song dedicated to him is still sung
by our people today.

Nevrouz

His real name was Onnig. He was
born on the shores of the Marmara
Sea, in the city of Rodosto. He receiv-
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ed his preliminary education in the
local schoo! and later worked as a
tobacco cultivator.

He was married and had four
children. Sometimes, giving each of
his children a stick, and he, holding a
sword, marching in front of them and
singing nationalistic songs, fromed a
procession and would say, My
children, you will be soldiers of
Armenia, and |, of provisions..."”

In 1894, through the efforts of
Nevrouz, the ARF gomideh of
Rodosto is organized. Quickly, he
arms khoumps in the various sections

of the city. These khoumps were 10
play their role in revolutionary work in
the future.

Later, Nevrouz, leaves for Istanbul,
and eventusally Tiflis, to become close-
ly acquainted with the editors of
Droshak. In 1902, he takes part in
Kristapor Mikaelian's Potorig move-
ment.

On September 17, 1803, Nevrouz’s
khoump crosses the border to take
weapons to Sassoun, but is noticed
by Kurds in Khnoos. During the battle
which results, he dies heroically on the
road to the Yergir.
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AZTAG EDITORIAL:
(Cont. from pg. 5)

its cultural and national reality, bur also to keep up with
the times,

{t naturally follows that the Armenian diaspora is now
obliged, indeed must, find new means or “‘arms'' with
which to defend its internal structures and communica-
tion channels.

We must no longer be satisfied with the infrequent and
often incoherent communication ties now existing between
our communities today. Any Armenian who grudgingly
Jollows the plight of the Sahkarovs on his local news net-
works, should at the very least be kept up-to-date on the
outcome of Hampig Sassounian’s trial, for example. The
community which holds its commemorative April 24th
prolest-gathering, should be kept aware of similar ac-
tivities being organized and carried out not onfy in con-
munities nationwide but worldwide. In the same vein, so-
moene delivering an address at a yeuar-end graduating
ceremony should be able to inform the graduatey of
developments in Armenian educational institutions found
elsewhere in the world,

Al this point in our time and development, we need not
use methods and means which are vulside our immediate
reach. What is required is the perfection f those processes
already being utilized by communities in the Diaspora,
which could result in a quantum leap forward where the
improvement of commuynication ties between the
geographically distant Armenians in the Diaspora is con-
cerned.

Yer desptie this, we are obliged to keep up with the
times, thinking of alternate, more appropriate means for
media. In already all of the Armenian commuanities. radio

and broadcasting media have beconte reully very useful,
with their Armenian radio and TV hours and programs.
Yet what is missing is a collectivity of power and energies,
which naturally entails a greater effort to perfect and pro-
gress. We have totally overlooked or ignored the expan-
ding frontier of videotapes, quickly becoming the single
most influential medium used toduy. This medium, as well
as others, is used by the most underdeveloped countries,
and is a means which rarely cdptures the aitention of our
cultural organizations and leaders as a powerful method to
“Armenianize. "’

We need not lengthen the lst of examples here, Suffice it
to say that if the endeavor is made, it will naturally follow
that the corresponding more effective means will be pro-
duced.

The Armenian today, in his home, in the streef, and even
in his educational institutions, is unmwillingly subject to the
influences of foreign conventions, morals, and values. We
must follow that train of thought which dictates that we
must finally make a conscious effort (o see that Armenians
look for and read Armenian newspapres and print
materials, listen (o Armenian music, and more often than
not, chose to find themselves within a circle of fellow
Armenians.

When we have resolved to ‘‘row against the current, " it
becomes obvious that periodic gatherings taking place (v
keep Armenians in contact with their national identity are
not enough. When Armenians toduay are being '*templed’’
away from their heritage, the indispensability of keeping
their immediate surroundings as Armenian as possible
becomes just as obvious.

The revitalization of orgunizational structures in the
Diaspora confronts this great challenge as well.
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ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION
ACTIVITIES

Friday. January 4,1985 Christmas Party, Rosdom seniors
Sunday, January 6 ____ Quiz Bowl for all juniors, Nigol Touman Jr. Chapter
-Bake Sale at church, Aghpiur Serop Jr. Chapter

WEEKEND, JANUARY 12-13- CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
. CENTRAL EXECUTIVE

Sunday, January 13 _ Bake Sale, Rosdom Jr. Chapter
-1st Anniversary Meeting, Sosse Chapter

Friday, January18 ____ _ Public Lecture at the Fresno State University,
1 Kevork Chavoush Chapter

Weekend, January 18-20 __Joint Camp Work Weekend and meeting,

Ashod Yergat and Ararad chapters

-Camp Weekend, Musa Dagh Chapter

Saturday, January 19 _ Asbarez Night, Orange County Sr. and Jr. chapters
-AYF Dance, Rosdom Sr. Chapter

Sunday, January 20 Rally Paper for all chapters Roupen Chapter

-Khrakhjank, Musa Dagh Chapter
Thursday, January24__ S.0.F.T. Nite, Rosdom Jr. Chapter
Friday, January 25 : AYF 52nd Anniversary Dinner-Dance,

Central Executive

-Asbarez Night, Rosdom Chapter

Camp Weekend, Nigol Touman Jr. Chapter
-Joint Ski Trip, Glendale and Torrance chapters

Saturday, January 26 a Movie Night, Aghpiur Serop Jr. Chapter
Sunday, January 27 Soccer Match, Hollywood vs. Torrance
-Picnic, Glendate Senior and Junior chapters

-Rally Paper, Musa Dagh Chapter

Weekend, January 25-27

Saturday, February 2,1985.................... Field trip 10 Asbarez and Prelacy
Soghomon Tehlirian chapter
Weekend, February 1-3,1985.................os Picnic. Aghpiur Serop
angd Kevork Chavoush chapters
Friday, February 8, T985........coooiiiiiiiii Parents Night.
Soghomon Tehlirian Chapier
Friday, February 8, 1985................ Asbarez Night. Rosdom Senior Chapter
Saturday, February 9,1985................... Senior Seminar. Central Executive
Saturday, February 9,1985............... Parengentan Dance. Rouben Chapter
Saturday, February 9,1985. ... Trip to Magic Mountain.

Simon Zavarian Chapter
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