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Editorial

Distant from the homeland, yvet always for the
homeland.

dne year has now passed since that day when the
city af Lishon served as the stage for the most heroie
act of the Armenian Liberation Struggle. The story ix
Sfamiliar to us all. Five Armenfan revolutionaries
sacrificed their entire lives art the Altar of Freedom,
proving to the world that the Armenian Youth s
prepared to sacrifice that which is most precious for
the benefit of the Cause af the Armenian Peaple.

And still, the international forums remain indif-
ferent, and the Superpowers adopt anti-Armenian
policies for their own gains, proving that only one
means of struggle remains for the Armenian People
fo pursue,

Beginning with the absurdity in Belgrade and the
unjust verdict against Sassounian, the anti-Armenian
crusade by Turkey whick continues with bombings in
Sfront of Armenian memorials and offices appears to
have eatered a new phase, However, the efforis by
the Turkish Govermment to strangle the just outeries
af the Armenian Youth are once again condemed (o
Sfailure,

It musi become clear to the genocidal Turkish
Government that we have already learned the rules of
its game and thar we, too, can play the same game.,
Let all the Evrens, Ozals, and thelr supporters know
well that it is futile to declare a victory on the bat-
tlefield by imprisoning the Armenian Youth. Just as
gallows and exile failed to weaken the strength of
Armenian fedayees, so will the damp prison walls fail
to weaken the will and resolve of Modern freedom
fighters.

The echo from Lishon must assure alf that the
Armenian Youth has already raised the banner of
struggle and has palnted it with its own blood, prov-
ing that by imprisoning the soldiers of Diasporan ar-
my, only their bodies can be imprisoned; their souls,
however, will always remalin free, and their spirits
will be present wherever there are demanding youths.

There are only two alternatives facing the Turkish
Government; either it must admit to the crimes of its
past and provide reparations to the Armenian Peo-
ple, or it must stand in opposition end defense
against the blows of the Armenian seekers of justice,
which can only intensify day by day. Witness, after
all, the murmurs heard in Viennese streeis.

Freedom ro all Armenian Political Prisoners.

Long live the modern Armenian Liberation Strug-
gle.
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Camp Weekend
CAMP WEEKEND

On the weekend of June B8, 8, 10, the Orange
County Ashod Yergat and Torrance Potorig Senior
Chapters had a camp work weekend at the AYF
Camp. Approximately 25 ungers were present.
Throughout the weekend all the ungers helped in
preparing the camp for the summer ssisions.

The ungers were split up into groups and given
sections which needed to be cleaned. Some painted
cabins, others helped in resetting the rocks around
the firepit, a group of ungers prepared the food, and
the majortiy raked leaves.

On Saturday night we had a khrakhjank; where
everyone had the opportunity to display their singing
and dancing talents,

Sunday afternoon, the ungers cleaned the little
odds and ends in the lodge and returned back home.

In the future we plan to have camp weekends with
the other chapters.

Hasmik Bulujian
Ashod Yargat Chapter
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Rosdom Juniors Present
“Bank Ottoman” Play

In 1896 under the guidance of Papken Sounni and

Armen Garo, a small group of young individuals from
I the Armenian Revolutionary Faderation took over the
AR G ES LY Ottoman Bank in Constantinople, Turkey., The pur-
posa: to gain support from the European govern-
mants in order to end the atrocities being perpetrated

upon the Armenian peoaple,
I The Bay Area Rosdom Junior Chapter, with the
1, unrelentless guidance of Dzovig Andoniarn, recreated
The human, this evant by writing and producing a play entitled
Do “Bank Ottoman.” In addition, all scenery and props

for the play were constructed by them as waell. Their

| All the things efforts were truly a work of great diligence and hard

| do work.

In the way On November 13th, the Rosdom Juniors
| feel or presented the play to the Bay Area community. Their
I think performance was outstanding. All those who attend-
Which ad stood proud, as thanks to these youngsters, they

ware able to vision a part of history that was most

I You say significant to the Armenian people.

One’s not supposed to It is worthwhile to mention the names of those in-
Because dividuals who made this play possible: Andonian
| believe in doing Aram, Baghdassarian Ani, Baghdassarian Sevanna,
What I'm supposed to Balian Sahag, Bazdjii!n Ara, Bezdjian §q¢;u, Ehﬂulu
The way jian Elizabsth, Demirjian Vartan, Demirjian Viken,

Derounian Arsho, Dertorossian Garo, Fillian Eddie,

My conscience Israelian Maral, Kaloustian Aram, Kaloustian Nayiri,

The purest Kessedjian Krikor, Khachatourian Edith, Makasdjian

Dictates me to. Anto, Ohanian Vartan, Sanassarian Talin, Sarkissian
Steve.

Viken H. Finally, it need be mentioned that the Zavarian

Committea in San Francisco was so overwhelmed by
the performance, that they invited the whole “Bank
Ottoman’ crew out to dinner, A show well done,

=4 — B2 — Gassia Zakian
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Hazardous Apathy

“In Koyunoren, a village in eastern Turkey, Kezban
Ozer, 37, was milking cows with her husband when
an earthqueke struck at dawn on October 30,
Measuring seven point one on the Richter scale, the
quake leveled 147 villages and killed 1,336 - including
the five Ozer-children, buried alive as they slept.”

The above was written in the January, 1984 [ssue
of “‘Lite” Magazine on a largse, glossy picture entitled
“After the quake, a Turkish mother’s anguish.” The
picture was vivid and almaost came to life as though
the people in it actually posed to create such a
dramatic scene. There was a mother hovering above
her five children who lay dead in front of her. The ex-
pressions on the dead children's faces were that of a
peaceful sleap, but the one on their mother's face
clearly revealad her pain. Such pitiful sorrow!

There was a time such a graphically depicted
scene would be able to arouse some emotions of
remorse in me. Even now, if | had just seen such a
picture without knowing exactly what it represanted,
| would have turned the page thinking how sad the
pravious one was. But, as | did turn the page, a pic-
ture of Margaret Thatcher sitting in front of her
dressaer had the same eflect on me - simply, a vague
interest.

My senses ere hardly numb, and | do not think
they have baan exposed to s0 much misery that they
have become immune to seeing such plctures. Thus,
was [t moral not to have even an ov'nce of remorse or
pity after looking at the picture? Maybe not. What
about feeling much more than an ounce of great
satisfaction? What about telling myself that this is a
good way of making any Turk feel and live through
what many, many more than 1,336 Armenians lived
through? Was thinking this way right? Does it really
matter if it was not?

| fear in the future | might not even realize the lack
of compassion | had and simply be happy, as | was,
seaing and reading about such a thing. But for now, |
came to the conclusion that there are two differant
point of views when it comes to seeing things like the
picure - actually, the picture is merely an example.

From a humanitarian and perhaps common paint
of view, or as a typical American view, it is only
human to feel sad and remorseful for a mother who is
weeping over the loss of her children. Poor, little, in-
nocent thingsl

The sarcasm noted above is characteristic of the
other point of view, that of an Armenian. Being an
Armenian, | could not help but feel a sense of

continued on page 18
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satisfaction from seeing the picture. Maybe with so
many outside forces working against our cause, | falt
some gratification that such a tragedy as the sarth-
quake struck Turkey. Writing about it made even the
bit of guilt that was felt for my indifference eventually
fade away. It all came down to one thing. Not
“mothaerhood” and how devastating the loss of one's
children is, not how tragic earthquakes are; but, it
was simply an event in our favor, It may sound a bit
sadistic to declare it an event and be happy, but con-
ditions and circumstances have made it such that
when we are faced with a situation where the point
of view as a humanitarian clashes with the point of
view as an Armenian, our determination against the
many existing obstacles makes us think and feal as
Armenians.

The Book of Great Disasters reads that
"although man can boast of considerable success in
shaping the world for his own ends, he fails lamean-
tably when it comes to controlling the forces of
nature.”” How naive it would be to feel comfort in
knowing that Turkey has long been a main sufferer of
earthquakes and to say that perhaps nature was on
our side with this tragedy. But, especially |ataly, it
seams as though everything else has not been. Even
justice has been given diffarent definitions and inter-
nratations by those who claim to work towards its

prevalence;

One day, however, whan justice in its purest form
doas prevail, and it will, Armeanians and all “others’’
will have the same point of view. No matter what
political situations, military considerations, particular
circumstances, ar government manipulations might
exist, there are universal rights and wrongs which
justice now suppaosedly defines. One day true justice
shall set its standards.

Perhaps such a tragedy as the sarthquake - which,
| repeat, is anly an example to make my paint -should
make us realize the fragility of the human race. But
we, as Armenians, are born with a preoccupation
that makes this humanitarian idea of fragility and
human beings less thought-provoking to us. This
preoccupation will eventually result in our individual
decisions - either to devote ourselves to help
towards the realization of our goals or to stand by,

The day | =hall have sympathy for five dead Turks
may never come. But, maybe one day, another
generation of Armenians will look at such a picture
and feel an cunce of mild sympathy because those
five dead children are the offsprings of a race that
once slaughtaered our great, great, grandparents but
now is doing all that is possible to recognize fully,

make reparations and restorations for their past
crimes. continued on page 20
= =T
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The Silence Of The Sages

Do you hear tham not?
The strong, the true, the few,
The sons of Him, committed and sincars.

Do you feel them not?

Crying. weeping, tearing at
Evary insult you throw at them,
The soldiers of beliaf..

Do you know tham not?

The violators of the “sacrad’’,

The disturbors of the false peace,
The believers of the eternal and raal.

Do you hear them not?

When they shout with silence,

And you blabber with performances.
The utterances of the truth.

In a world where “clowns” are good,

And “mad men” are evil,

Thank god that you do not sae,

Feel, know, or hear them,

The inheritors of my uncle, so true and yet
SILENT.

Ardavazd
To those who are, and those who pretend to be.

zanr Bk G

“One Man'’s Terrorist,
Is Another’'s FREEDOM FIGHTER"”
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continued from page 18

But for now, the anger and frustration will make
many revolt and other Armenians feel nothing but a
morbid apathy for a picture that “'is supposed to” in-
stigate desp emotions of sorrow and make its
viewears wet the pages it is depicted on with tears.

For all those who have encouraged such an im-
passive attitude, | The Superpowers that deliberate-
Iy downplayed and sacrificed the Armenian people to
sateguard their interests, the World Powers that
claim to be the ‘guardians of peace in the world’, the
governments that have become accomplices of the
Turkish government due to their silence and indif-
ference, and, most of all, the Turkish government
itself”), perhaps you have instigated a greater danger
than it might appear, one that a courtroom verdict
will not resolve. A popular song claims we are “living
in & world that others cannot share... moving from a
spark to a flame.”

Such a narrow-minded apathy towards everything
but the Armenian Cause and our people’s struggle,
felt by a young, ambitious, frustrated, and determin-
ed youth is far more dangerous than a single
assassination attempt, a violent protest or a bomb
exploding.

Isolated and brewing hostility because of con-
tinued indifference by others will result in the type of
hazardous apathy menticned above which will trig-
ger actions that will create the new heroes of our
time with an even stronger will and determination to
establish our rights. TALIN G.
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