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Editorial

THE NEXT PHASE

It seems thal there still is general
confusion regarding the mission of
the Armenian armed struggle. This
confusion exists specifically toward
the goal or goals of the acts carried
out by the armed liberation groups
of our Diaspora within the lasi
decade and the success which they
have heen able to attain through
these acts. Thus, we feel the need
to make the following points:

A - The solution to the Armenian
Cause lies in a realistic and flexible
policy. In the case of a national
liberation  struggle with limited
capabilities such as ours, it iz even
more imperative to have a realistic
policy based upon an open-minded
“cost-benefit™ calculation, In other
words, the Armenian political mind
must weigh the benefits with the
“price” to be paid in determining
what kind of policy or which type
of sturggle to adopt before it makes
any decisions in this regard, It is
with this same logic, therefore, that
the Armenian  political leadership
analyzes the intensificalion of the
Armenian armed struggle first by
establishing ite goals and then b
deciding where to draw the line for
Hacceplable’ losses,

B - During the early 1970%5, the
Armenian Cause—like the cause of
any other nation whose rights have
beert denicd—needed propaganda i
arder to make the world aware of the
Armenian Canse in light of the fact
that each day only served 1o
weaken the cause even more and 1o
create enthusiasm toward the cause
within the Armenian masses. Inter-
nationalization was NECessary  in
order to bring the Armenian Cause

o the level of governmental meet-
ings and into the world of diploma-
c¥. It is thought that the birth and
development of the Armenian armed
struggle resulted from the determi-
nation of these two aforementioned
goals.

C - The Armenian armed struggle
has never claimed a military victo-
ry. In other words, just as it was
impossible to believe that a POWer-
ful state such as France could be
defeated by the acts of Algerian
revolutionaries, so it is not enpected
that Turkey will surrender to Ar-
menian revolutionaries as a resull
of their terrorist tactics. So long as
the Armenian armed struggle is not
waged mainly within Turkish bor-
ders, the main goal of thai strugple
i5 to achieve g political  victory.
That political victory  will come
only when the pressures are 50
intensified and world politics dre so
disrupted that a situatian will be
created in which ““milk will be
given to the erying bahy",

D - It is true that the Armenian
liberation struggle made its sacrifi-
ces, pave its soldiers to prisons of
VArious coumntries, However, in the
name of politically realistic calcula-
tions, it was not possible to expeci
that the Armenian Cause could
progress politically  without having
Lo pay a “‘price’,

Objectively, putting  ali feelings
aside, it was to be expected that the
Armenian liberation sturgele would
have to make its sacrifices and
possibly may still have to do so in
the future,

E - The Armenian armed strugele
is clearly a tactic among the many

facets of Armenian political efforts,
As such, it complements the day 10
day consistent political propaganda
efforts already being made within
governmental and other diplomatic
spheres.

F - It must be stated thal in the
world of diplomacy, propaganda
and power go hand in hand. In
other words, if power is needed,
constant “‘crying’ is needed, conti-
nuous pressures must be exerted.
Therefore, it is imperative that the
Armenian political mind emphasize
the use of the most effective poli-
tical means with weight., It is not
€asy — o acquire power, It is no
easy, especially when the ring of
obstacles tightens and  tries o
strangle our struggle, It is precisely
at this point, thercfore, that it is
necessary <o advance into the next
phase, a phase which will see the
armed  struggle  for its  objective
value, a phase which will expand
the war, The targel of the next
phase will not be simply propagan-
da, bul will also encompass the
power and  effectiveness to e
achieved,

Finally, the only conclusion lefi
to be made is that the Armenian
liberation struggle, based on objec-
tive ideals and realistic caleulations,
WILL advance on 1o the next
rhase, In other words. the primary
goal of the Armenian liberation
struggle will be to cause the grea-
test headache possible through its
lactics so thal the day will come—
and it could 1ake another ten yedars
to  arrive—when the  Armenian
Cause will be viewed a5 an issue (o
be immediately resolved.

Meanwhile, il remains for us 1o
serve our Cause  with unyielding
and unequivocal dedication.

D
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A profile of g necessity:
Armenian terrorism

It has been called everything
from “revﬂIuticnar}' activity” and
“"political violence* to less conspi-
cucus lhings like *‘the ‘other’ way™
to avoid the raising of eyebrows.
Perhaps the word “terrorism't will
always subject itself ey being lahled
oo conlroversial ag long as it is not
perceived as a tactic necessary for

achieving political goals, There will
always be faithful pursuers of our
cause who “will have no hing to dop

with such acts of violence!"* for
them no ends Justifies 1hat dreaded
mean-lerrorism. But, varied opinions
are present concerning any issue,
Nevertheless, terrorism is not g
new tactic for Armenian extremists
and today it {5 g reality that Fully
acknowledges the copg as well the
pros of its existence. Proclaiming
that terrorism gives Armenians g
“bad reputation® has become a
misguided cliche, A good reputarion
has not achieved much in the past.
In terms of actual cons o a
Cresurgence  of terrarist  actions,
Armenians are now subjected 1o
acts of State terrorism perpetrated
Agamst us by Turkey. Prominent
Armenians are now upen to falling

vietims to such retaliatory attempts.
Foremost and alongside, we have
lost many devored Armenians who
have proven to the world COmImN;-
tv their devotion and are no longer
with ns.

Documents jxs Department of
Stale Bulletins have made certain
that the word “alleged™ precedes
any mentions of the Armenian Ze-
nocide. Yet, the Bulletin also stateg
that *“By resorting o terrorism,

Armenian  exiremisig were able o
accomplish in 7 vears what legiri-
mate Armenian organizations have
been trving 1o do for almost 70
years—internationalize (he Armen.
ian Cayse, ™ {Dept. of State Bulletin
1952,

Propaganda achieved by terrorism
generates the maximum publicity
and impact which is the LeTraTist’s
reason for existing, We live in A
society where medis atreniion is the
quickest and mosg effective way of
acknowledgement.

Externally, other 1han keeping
the issues fresh in the puhlic’s
mind, Terrorism  has formulated

itsell' to become g bargaining chip
for our Cause. We know it is only

— _—__——-—-_____————__.—_—__—_

& tactic for our ultimate goals; ver
it is a means 1o help change 1
status quo which is now undermin
ing our struggle.

Internally, the “m}'ﬁtique"* the
“power’ and the “spirit® that s
aroused  hy revolutionary activity
has helped instigate a fervor in the
Armenian community, Our Cause is
not 4 thing of the past tha is
losing  its integrity as time passes,

We do not need 1o harbor over
“the long, hard road ahead", “the
price for freedom®, and g the
othey slogansg that have
manufactured lerrotism  as  the
bloody way ot afrer running oyt

of alternatives. In
come

time we have
10 8ccept terrarism alongside
other tactics used as another tool,
Perhaps, the Consequences of using
this tool are harsher and mere risky
than others, bur it is a tool that has
its proper place Within the *‘jusy.
ful means" we are supposed (o pse
to pursue our Cauge,

These  herpic
Bursts of

Acts are not oy
extremists  which make
touching themes for poems, songs,
pictures  ang ather memorahiiia,
They are what define gy perspec-
tive when things do not SECm 50
tlear, These ety keep alive 1he
immediaie nature of our goaly afteq
better thar the “proper* Meas,

Talin 6.
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The following is excerpis from o
study by wung. Vahe Yocoubian,
entitled *'Thouhgis on the Use of
Political Violence by Underground

Armenian Organizations”,  which
way published in ity complete form
i the June 1984 issue of the
“Gaydzer'.—ED.

Some positive effects of the use of political violence
within and without the Armenian communities.
[ — Effects within the Armenian communities:
a) Helped define Hai Tahd. During the decades
preceding 1975, the authentic meaning of Hai Tahd
was fading, because the activities of the Armenian
communities in the world were basically geared
toward constructing a strong diaspora. This was
consistant with the individual Armenians desire to
improve his personal well being, The idea of a
homeland seemed contrary to his tendency of
financially and socially improving his private situation
and for that reason was given very little importance.
The demand of the groups which carried out the
violent acts has been the establishments of a free and
independent homeland. Individuals and
organizations which raised concerns about the acts
have also been forced to take a position, as far as the
demand of a homeland is concerned.

b} Forced those who sincerely believe that there
are peaceful ways 10 achieve their abjective, to
hecome more active in order to deliver positive
results of their activities and prove their claims. For
their rejection of the violent means to be effective,
they had to positively show that peaceful means do in
fact exist and arc as effective as the violent means.

¢} Disturbed the comfort of Armenians who only
paid lip service to Hai Tahd and forced them to
choose between commitment to the cause or leaving
the Armenian scene.

d) Whether individuals agree with the acts
carricd out by voung Armenians or not, it is
indisputable that these young Armenians arc willing
to sacrifice for Hai Tahd what is most valuable to
them; their freedom and even their lives. This puts all
Armenians who claim to be committed to the
Armenian Cause, under pressure to be more aclive
and more productive, because compared to the
sacrifice made by the others, their sacrifices seem
negligible.

[1 — Effects outside the Armenian communities:
a) Once again the Armenian Question is on the
agenda ot world powers. The effectiveness and sceret
structure ol the militant organizations and the
inability of the intelligence services of the major
powers 1o dismantle them. has forced those states 1o
pay special attention to the issue.

b) Although the main concern of the world
powers is to dismantle the Armenian underground
organizations, Hai Tahd will inevitably be a relevant
factor as well. Leaders of major powers are often
forced to take a position on the substance of the
Armenian Question, Those statesmen may reject the
occurrence of the Armenian Genocide and the
existence of a legitimate «Armenian Case», When
they reject the occurrence of the Genocide, they will
contradict prior official statements and the contents
of their national archives, At some point, they will be
forced to deal with this contradictions, On the other
hand, they may accept the reality of the Genocide,
but reject the violent means used by Armenian
groups, claiming that the cause should be peacefully
pursued. This will bring about another contradiction
because those world powers are in a much better
position than the Armenians themselves to effectively
provide peaceful opportunities to resolve the
Armenian Case. World leaders will also have to face
this contradiction.

To conclude, whether or not Armenians
committed to Hai Tahd and the goal of establishing a
free and independent homeland agree with the use of
political violence, such violence has become a reality
in Armenian political life and will probably make its
presence felt in the future as well, as long as the
underlying reasons for it are present; i.¢.
non-recognition of the Armenian Genocide and the
occupation of the Armenian homeland. Therfore,
Armenians actively involved in the pursuit of Ha
Tahd must take advantage of the opportunities
created by such acts and use them to bring a
resolution to the Armenian Case. They must force
Armenians and foreign public officials to take a clear
position on the issue of Hai Tahd and the Armenian’s
right to a free and independent homeland. They must
use all available means to shift the focus of attention
to the Armenian Case, rather than the individual
violent acts, making it known that such acts may be
eliminated only when the underlying causes are
eliminated, Through public relations an attempt
should be made to shift the responsibility of the
violent acts, from the individuals carrying them out to
the government of Turkey and the world powers in
general, who by being irresponsive to the Armenian
Question and not providing peaceful means 1o
resolve the conflict, add fuel to the recent trend of
violent “fires”. A VAHE YACOURBRIAN
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Cette fois
a Boston !

Pour la seconde fois depuis le
début de 1982, les COMMANDOS
DES JUSTICIERS DU GEMOCIDE AR -
MEMIEN ont abattu mardi un repré-
sentant diplomatique turc aux Etats-
Unis, M. Orhan GUNDUZ, Consul
honoraire de ce pays pour la région
de Boston [Massachusetts).

Les policiers ont relevé neuf im-
pacts de projectiles dans le pare-
brise du véhicule, qui avait quitté la
route et s'était arrété contre une
cloture.

Cuelgues minutes aprés |"attentat,
le bureau de Los Angeles de
I'Agence Associated Fress a regu un
coup de télephone anonyme annon-
cant la mort de M. GUNDUZ et
revendiquant celle-ci au nom des
COMMANDOS DES JUSTICIERS DU
GENOCIDE ARMENIEN,

D'autre part, cette organisation
a revendigue mercredi,  depuis
Beyrouth, la responsabilité de cet
acte et une interlocutrice anonyme
dans un communigqué téléphong en
anglais 8 I'AF.P., a précisé : « Nous
demandons que la Justice soit faite &
fa  Navon  Armenfenne.  Nous
continuerons notre futte jusqu’a ce
que les territoires Arméniens soiernt
restitués & leurs proprigtaires fegiti-
mes, fes ARMENMENS v

« Natre organisation n'a rfen a voir

mate turc. Depuis, elle a frappe deux
fois a Paris, au Vatican et a Los
Angeles, ainsi gu & Madrid, La Haye,
Berne, New York, Sidney, Copen-
hague et Beverly Hills.

Un autre communigué téléphoné a
I'&.F.P. de Paris a affirmé que « L 'as-
sassinat mardi du Consul Honoraire
de Turguie & Boston, M. Orfan
GUNDLUZ, avait pour but de réaffir-
mer la permanence de nos revendica-
ticns reposant sur les deux notions de
justice élémentaires suivantes : 1) Le
Gouvernement turc doit reconnalfire la
responsabilité de son prédécesseur de

1915 dans l'organisation et I'exécu-
tion du Génocide perpétré & ['en-
contre du peuple armenien et i doit
s'en désolidariser en condamnant

clairement ses auteurs. 2) Le Gouver-
nement ture deit reconnaitre au peu-
ple arménien le droit de se constifuer
en un Etat LIBRE et INDEFENDANT
sur les terres Arméniennes gue la
Turquie s'est ilfégitimement appro-
priges u

wila Turgue endosse la totale
responsabilité des événements bru-
taux qui sont la conséquence irrémeé-
diatile de la pofitigue dignorance et
de mepris de ses gouvernements
successifs. Ce processus da viclence
ne sinterrompra gqu'a 'engagement
de négociations avec les représen-
tants du peuple Armeénien, conduisant
& la restitution des terres Ristoriques
Arméniennes d leur légitime proprie-
taire : LE PEUPLE ARMENIEN ».

M, GUNDUZ avait échappé a un
attentat, il y a deux mois, lorsqu’une
bombe déposée @ son bureau de
Cambridge (banlieue de Boston) avait
fait explosion peu aprés son départ.
L'attentat la aussi a &té revendigué
par les Commandos des Justiciers
du Génocide Arménien,

avac dautres organisations ou grou- § '

pes terroristes. Nous condamnons les
déclarations faites par le Président
Ameéricain, Ronald Reagan et par le
secrétaire d'Etat, Alexander Halg, 8 la
suite de [assassinat du Consul Ture a
L os Angeles (en janvier), qui reflatent
une ignorance de (a réalite du Géno-
cide Armemien. | est regretable que
de telles déclarations émanent de
dirigeants qur se veulent les chan-
pions de la défense des Droits de
{'Homme a travers e Monde »

L'interlocutrice awvail auparavant

rappelé que son organisation a com-
menceé ses activités en 1975 par un
attentat 8 Vienne contre un diplo-

4L 0
Le 22 Mars, a

LE COMMANDO DES
JUSTICIERS

19h45 a Boston, une bombe a éclaté dans le magasin

T

de M. Chukri GUNDUZ, consul honoraire de Turquie, causant d'impaor-
tants dégats matériéls, éstimés a plusieurs milliers de dollars.

Peu aprés I'attentat, une femme, en téléphonant aux agences d'in
formation internationales, a revendigué 'action au nom du Commandc
des Justiciers du Génocide Arménien ajoutant que son organisatior
(C.).G.A) condamne l'expression de M. Reagan et son ministre dec
affaires étrangers M. Haig aprés 'attentat du consul général de Turquie

a Los Anaeles le 28 Janvier 1981.
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Unger Koko was born in Beirut on
March 19, 1961, He received his
glementary education at the Aksor
Kasardjian Armenian School. After
immigrating to the U.S. in 1978, he
attended Pasadena High School and
Pasadena City College, where he was
a hard-working student,

After graduating from college, he
worked at the Bank of America,

Unger Koko was a member of the
ALY F. Pasadena Nigol Touman
Chapter and the A.A.F. Lernavayr
Gomideh, and he fulfilled his
organizational responsibilities as a
well-disciplined unger.

He was respected by all of his
fellow ungers,
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Sarkis ZEITLIAN et DULAPY DO LURNLY,
Sarkis AZ NAVOURIAN Bnle hanbli wal pphig

]lml}wﬁpmﬂﬂhpm I.Fmp- :,]mul:|

ViCtim es de nos en nemis wlp shii, wyp hp upinhl Junpli

np whnh 2upnfiwlnify hpblig u
Le 28 mars 1985, Sarkis ZEITLIAN, o face 4 I'assassinat de Sarkis ™9 qunudnupp. ..

membre du bureay mondial de Ja AZNAVOURIAN. LGnGF Uhgny Ywuyphf by of

Fédération Révolutionnaire Arme- Quel sens fayt-il attribuer 4 ce U UbnGhGe whinlig dwhnyp;

nienne Dachnaktsoutioun €51 silence? Les mouvements qui, DGnls’ Wby fihpp lip e

enlevé 4 Beyrouth, ) lorsqu'ils sont victimes d'un cou. buuihih dowkl i ubg Ty |
Le 23  Avris 1985, 3 rant d'air, crient ay fascisme, orga-

Beyrouth, Sarkis AZNAVOURIAN. nisent campagnes de publicité suy OLf Uhp Puquiilibpne i oty p
membre du_ Comité central de |4 opération de Propagande, ont étg jhl:
F-R.A. au Liban 4 €té assassing. particuliérement silencieux. Pas yn Upfvannpiir, mphifll, np wi

Si l'on ajoute & cetie Série, mot de regret, Pas une lettre de hulihG bl dull nndh
lenlévement d'Apg ACHDJIAN 3 solidarité, pas une déclaration ]:Iﬁ i'lI:‘]LL“ f:ﬂ“*I:!m bh ﬁﬂi”l;l !
Beyrouth 1e 29 décembre 1982, calga d'indignation. Ppbliy I 71 f
Porte & trois [e noemhbre des respon- hf‘“'li”‘ﬁ“’ﬂ"' lp...

sables de la F.R.A. victimes d'snlo. Feu importe, la communaute UNPRY UG g i pe

armeénienne jugera,

wmgnt m:td fstsassmat. o Quant 4 nous, nous devons (1862-1949)
tif df"st.a .sn al & ﬂn}l_fm:r a J'eg- continuer la lutte g lintensifier. —
ons Himider les militants arme. Ces opérations d’intimidation La lutte du peuple armenien

tmans, d aﬂa"?h: ia' F“FH; de pu‘r- orchéstrées par [a Turquie n'aboy- S'arretera Pas avant 30N aboutiss
r un coup a la Jutte dy peuple tiront pas et N'atteindront pas leur Hent Ia_ Greation d'une Armgn
armeénien, objectif libre, HMdépendants gt unifige.

Et & qui profite e type
-—

d'action, si ce n'est au gouverne.
ment turc. Et celg confirme le fait
que si |a qouvernement d'Ankarg
in‘est pas directement Fauteur de
ces actions anti-arméniennea, il en
25t cependant |a commanditaire,

En frappant haut et fart ay sein
delaF.R.A. |a Turquie ne s'est pas
trompée. En effet, en tentant
daffaiblir 15 F.R.A. qui, présenta
au sein de toute |g diaspora arme.
nienne, méne un tombat quotidien
et incarne I lutte de libération
Nationale dy Peuple armeénien, |as
utorités turques ont pour objactif
de porter un Goup au combat arme.
nien,

Mais, que |e Jouvernement
fasciste de Ia Turquie sache que ce
n'est pas en employant de telles
méthodes qu'j| Pourra intimider
les militants armeniens, affaiblir la
FRA. gt |a lutte pour la cause
arménienne, Ay contraire, geg
methodes démontrent que
l'ennami, en réagissant de cette
facon, redoute |e dévaloppement
et lintensification de la  utte
mende par lg reuple arménian.

Et alors que de tous cdtés, gu
sein de notre Communauté, an
Parle d'unité, il st regrettahle que
les maouvements quj plaident pour
Funité maient Pas reagi face 3
I'enlévement de Sarkis ZEITLIAN
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DECLARATION

LA FEDERATION REVOLUTION-
NAIRE ARMENIENNE (PARTI TACH-

— NAK) accuse le gouvernement ture d’avoir—

organisé et réalisé, par Uintermédiaire de
ses services spéciaux, 'enlévement d’ Abra-
ham Achdjian, membre du Comité Central
du Parti Tachnak au Liban, le mercredi, 29
décembre 1982, 3 Beyrouth.

Ce crime odieux ne constitue gu’un des
maillons du terrorisme d’Etat que la Tur-
quie a toujours exercé a l'encontre du
peuple arménien, avant et aprés le Géno-
cide de 1915. De plus, dans le contexte
libanais, il tend a déstabiliser un pays déja
durement éprouvé en créant des suspicions
et, par suite, des troubles interconfession-
nels.

LA FEDERATION REVOLUTHON-
NAIRE ARMENIENNE condamne vive-
ment cet acte qu'elle porte a Pattention de
la communauté internationale el exige la
reslitution d’Abraham Achdjian, sain et
sauf.

COMITE CENTRAL DU PARTI
TACHNAK DU LIBAN

Beyrouth, 13 Janvier 1983
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BOLIS 2

This is the price which our figh-
ters are willing ‘to pay, according to
their militant commitment. They
were inspired by the example of the
Lisbon commandos which demons-
trated to the whole world the level
of determination that guides the
ARA,

Armenian Revolutionary Army
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Another friend said to his kids
That I kave to leave you
For doing something for the Cause
f guess I did wrong,
Although I did the best | conld,
But | have to leave you
And now 'm kissing yvou

Farewslf
For much too long.
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Listen to me:

Rest assured

Ladies

And Gentlemen

We've learnéd atlreddy,
We've learned

Your ways

And your pays

We're cleared

What counts - your power,
And whatdoes not - our ffves,
Thanks to you

All of you

Traftors:

The “schooldays are over,
We know how to make fove
With our gloves on

We're big bovs now

And we've only juse begin,
This prosecutor rests hiy case
Once and for all

Amen,

Viken H,
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THE BURNING FLAME

The new flame! What is the new
flame? The new flame began to
burn in 1975, When a frustrated,
anpry man decided he had enough,
He invited two Turkish officials to
his Santa Barbara hetel room for
lunch and killed them Dbaoth,
Revenge? Perhaps, but it sparked
and brought live to an old, weakly
burning flame.

Since that day 10 yvears apo, new
generations of fedayees have emer-
ged. This new breed of young,
determined men are continuousky
sacrificing their future and  their
lives for our Cause, Men like
Levonian and Elbekian, who were
tried in a prison hospital. One of
them was paralvzed from the waist
down after wounded by
Yugoslavian police. Men like the
voung [ive wha willfully blew them-
selves uwp in  Lizbon, Portugal,
Why? Because they were devoted
enough to their Cause o do so.
They would prefer to die free rather
than to live in captivity, The other
group of five men referred to as the

being
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“L.A, Five” and another perhaps
close  to our hearis, Hampig Sas-
sounian. We stood by and walched
as lhe political system in  Los
Angeles captured, accused, iried,
and found puilty an innecent young
man trying lo start a new life
outside his birthplace,

These young men who sacrificed
everything for their people
their Cause have nothing less than
what we have; if not more, Because
no ordinary  person can  sacrifice
evervihing, become a  freedom
fighter and il necessary die for
whal he or she believes in.

antd

Aline Fdielenian
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Father

I send my thoughts to Jeni,

A sort of prayer
If yvou will,

! remember

Hihen I was three
And you told me
Good things come
To those who wair,
Father § have waiied
And yet & sttt wair,
fam watting

For my

Croend Hhirg.

You call me your
fittle farmb

and you are

My shepherd

I shall nat want
Bur [ thought

Your woudd

Ciuldle e

When the wolves
Were un the prowf
f puess T was a
Biack sheep

For I was a vietim,

Father Itelp me.

£ am yvour child

Yet when I was four
Why did 1 feel

Like an

O,

Father if T have sinned

{ will repent,

{ hey forgiveness,
Just teff me my sin.
L3nes the punishment
Fit the crime?

O have I ot cormmitied

Anything ar afl -

{ am merely paying
For thaose who funve?
Farher,

fask vou o

Help me

Understarnd

Wiy,

Wiy when I was five
Bl the il wind come
Wity did vou et it

G IREDAy
|
THE FREE SOUL

Winter in New York
Turkivh diploret shot

On the way to the airport
Haowrs later, a call

From A.R.A.

Confessing to the

So cafled crime.

Assassin caught

Put on a so called

Frial and given

A so called fair

Sentenice

Under special circumstances
Put ina 4 by 4

That he wilf

Spend the rest af hiv life in.
Feeling cheated and
Hetraved

He fooks in the mireor
Araf barely recognizes
Her face

Now with very

Long fair

And proud big

Brown eyev,

That's when I reafized
Bheo | was

Arel

Hhy I had been born,

Mearal Kafinian

Blow e away

Wiy died vou let them

Force me

Tor drink

Deadly warer

Why did you leave me alone?
And why do vou continue

To disregard my pravers?

*HH

Ceitrd thiings come

To those who wair,

How meh longer, father
Hew miuch longer?

Sophie Chahinian

AND STILL I RISE

You may write down in history
With vour bitter twisted lie
You may drop me'in the dirt
But still fike dust T rise.

Does iy sarcasm upsel you

Wiy are you beset with gloom
Because 1 walk with my head held high
Every time 1 enter ¢ room.

Just like moons and fike suns
Fith the cerfainty of fides
dust like hopes springing high
Syelf T orise.

Did you wani (o see me broken
Bowed fread and lowered eves?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops
Wéakemed by oy sowlful cries.

Daoes my arropance offend you

Please don’t take it too hard

Because I laugh like I have prosperity
When all that's really feft is digniry.

You may shoot me with yvour words
Ve may cut me with your eyves

You may kill me with your hatefulness
Burt st fike air, P rive,

it of the hurts of hivtory sharme

I rise

Up from a past that is reoted in pain

I rive

fam an acean feaping and wide
Welling and swelling, I bear in the ride.

Leaving behind nighty of terror and fear
I rive
Into a day break that is wondrousty clear
! rise
Hringing gifts of my ancestry
fam the dream
f am the hope
! rize
I Fise
Arnd I rise.

Anafid Baophosian
9/85
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OPINION

The Essence of Armenian

Terrorism

Since the emergence of Armenian
terrorism in the 1970%s, very little
effort has been made to understand
the reasons that gave rise to il
Most of the effort has been to
explain what has happened and
predict what might happen. 1 will
attermnpt to explain why Armenian
terrorists exist.

Terrorist groups, in general, have
five main objectives. The most com-
mon and controversial one is o
make the world at large aware of the
terrorist group and their demands,
The purpose of a terrorist act is to
be visible and sensational, so that
through international media coverage
the world will hear about the terra-
rists and their cause. Bul, it is not
so simple. First of all, there is no
indication that this type of know-
fedpe among the public will in fact
help the terrorists achieve their
goals. The MN.Y. Times and other
major newspapers printed detailed
stories aboul the massacres in 1915
and 1916, Did thar create anything
more than empty promises from the
nations in power? How can it be
expected that simple knowledge or
maybe a little sympathy will move
men to act? And, of course, the
point is to get sympathy for the
cause. There is little indication that
terrorisis because they have done so
little inside Turkish borders that
they cannot possibly destablize or
weaken the Turkish government.

Another objective of a terrorist
group is to constantly incregse the
number of its members and direct
supporters through their aclts and
publications. From the information
that is available, il is not possible

to know il Armenian groups have
in fact grown in numbers or sup-
port.

When fighting for the rights of
an ethnic group, a terrorist group,
through its acts, will attempt  to
politicize and mobilize the people
of that ethnic group. In the Armen-
ian case, this has occured to a cer-
tain degree. Since 1975, the Armen-
ian people (at least in the U.8)
have been more involved in inter-
national and national political af-
Fairs. Bul, examining the communi-
gques and puoblications of the Ar-
menian groups, it seems more likely
that this mobilization is a side
effect and not a direct objective of
Armenian terrorist groups.

The analysis of these objectives
(taken individually), does not take
ug very far, but if all of them taken
logether as one general objective,
some sense can be made of the
beginnings of Armenian Terrorism.
In 1974, after 7 wears of terrorist
activity, the PLO Chairman, Arafat,
was speaking in front of the UN
General Assembly. In the same year
and in the same halls of the UN, 11
povernments agreed to having the
mention of the Armenian Genocide
erased from an official UN report
on the prevention of Genocide, These
two facts pave the voung Armenian
generation  of  the  seventies no
choice but to start their own armed
siruggle. They began with no single
clear objective, but adopted all pos-
sible ohjectives and hoped for the
best. Their terrorism was the logical
result of the existing circumstances,
But, I think, there is also a deeper
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and much more subtle reason for
it’s emergence. This will become
clearer if we examine four particu-
lar acts carried out in the past five
Years;

The first of these acts oceured in
Paris on September 21, 1981. Four
members of the ASALA took over
the Turkish Embassy (killing one
security guard and injuring the vice
consul and another security guard),
and demanded the release of Armen-
jan, Turkish and Kuraisn prisooers
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being held in Turkey. The demand
were not met and 15 hours later the
men surrendered, The end result of
the act was one security puard
killed, some sporadic international
media coverage and 4 members of
the ASALA arrested, Politically
speaking, the act was a miserable
failure, Is it worth the loss of 4
members Tor the death of a security
puard and some media coverage?
Mo, it cannat be. But, the four men
had hostages. Why weren’t the
hostages' lives put on the line lo
have the demands met? They could
have demanded food and water and
could have held the hostages for an
indefinite  time. Why didn't the
ASALA lake full advantage of their
takeover?

The second acl was also done by
the ASALA, this time in the Ankara
Esenboga international airport, on
August 7, 1982, Two armed men
entered the airport and began firing
indiscriminantly alt  the people
around them. 9 people were killed
and 72 injured. One attacker was
killed by the police and the other
arrested, When the political gains
and losses af the act are weighed,
one wonders why it was planned in
the frst place. Is it worth having
one of wour members killed and
another arrested for the death of 9
stratepically and politically insignifi-
cant people and a little bit of media
coverage? The answer is clearly no,
There is  something  more  that
gsCapes reason,

The third act was done by ARA
in Lishon, Portugal en July 27,
|983. Five men attacked the
Turkish Fmbassy - one was shot
hefore he could enter and the rest
accupied the building, A little later,
the building and the men inside

wenl up in flames. Benefit a
demolishied  Turkish  embassy  in
Lishon and a litde international

media coverage. Cost: the lives of 5

men, Politically speaking, the act
was senseless. Why would five men
fighting for the political resolution
of their cause decide to die that
way? Why didn't they hold the
building Jonger and take full advan-
tage of the media coverape? Was it
simply to make a statement about
their dedication to fight and die for
the freedom of the Armenian people?
There seems to be another, more
subtle reason,

The fourth act was also done by
ARA. Three men stormed the
Turkish embassy in Qriowa on
March 12, 1985, killed a guard and
took 12 hostages. The Ambassador
escaped by jumping out of a win-
dow, The men surrendered 4 hours
later. Why did they surrender in
such a short time, considering they
held 12 hostages? They could have
occupled the huilding for a longer
pericd of (ime and could have

received maximum media coverage,
Why weren’t any demands made?
Why didn't they make the best of a
failed operation?

When political reasoning fails, we
must resort Lo explanations  in
human passions and emotions. Maybe
the words of Andre Breton  are
helpful:  “Violence is  the only
adequate  means of expression,”
When a nalion survives its own
massacre, il is not surprising that it
would carry  deep, unexplainable
scars, And, il is not surprising that
the time would come when these
scars  would  emerge  from  their
depth. It is not clear what Armen-
ian  lerrorists are expressing  and
even less clear why they are expres-
sing it today, but they are the first,
crude expressions of a nation who
has seen hell and has survived.

Ara Cshapan
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