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Editorial

After a brief absence from the forefront,
Havtoug s back.

The official publication of the Armenian Youth
Federation, Armenian Revolutionary Federation Youth
Organization of Western America, has come back into
publication, It will continue to provide a forum for the
expression of the ideas and concerns of Armenian youth.
In the coming issucs, you will read about the political,
artistic, cultural, historical and social events which
shape the Armenian comnmunity, as seen by its viouth,

Inthe past, Haytoug has published the ideas and
thoughts of many of today’s leaders in the Armenian
community. Itis hoped that we will be able to carry on
this fine tradition. By expressing their ideas, our vouth
lcarn to develop themselves and expand their thinking.
By reading others™ ideas, they learn to shape their own
opinions. By reading about their history and culture,
they learn to be better Armenians,

As publication continues, you will be reading
cditorials, feature articles and biographies on a variety of
topics as presented by the members of the Armenian
Youth Federation. It is these topics and issues which are
of concern to our members and it is these lopics and
1ssues which we will address. As our members present
their thoughts and ideas, let us listen to their concerns.
Let us bepin to take an active interest. Let our members
learn to agree or disagree with the arguments or state-
ments made by a fellow colleague, Let our members also
fearn not to be afraid to express themselves openly and
honestly, One of the greatest crimes that we can commit
is not 1o allow our members” voices to be heard, One of
the worst crimes they can commit is to fail te speak out
when they want to be heard, for in silence nothing 1s to
be gaimed and evervthing is lost.

We hope that Haytoug will ensure that neither of
these misfortunes will oceur and that it will continue to
play its role in the continuous struggle which we face as
Armenians n the establishment of a free, united, inde-
pendent Armenia.
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A .R.F. Declaration for assistance in
"Operation Winter Rescue"

Dear Compatriots:

As aresult of the continued blockade imposed on Armenia by Azerbaijan, Armenia
is livingin grave circumstances and is being deprived of energy, fueland food from external
sources. The country's internal supplies are fast dwindling.

On Saturday, January 23, the underhanded explosion of the only pipeline delivering
fuel to Armenia, brings the last blow to the economy of Armenia.

Consequently, schools are closed, the medical equipment in hospitals have ceased
to operate, social service centers are closed and many of the factories in Armenia are not
working, specifically placing the health of children and elderly in great danger under these
externally forced conditions.

Amid the crisis, every Ar-
menian must be cognizant that
there is one nation, one home-
land and one unified mission.
Every Armenian must work to-
ward the task of salvaging our
homeland.

In the coming days and
weeks, a large-scale assistance
program entitled "Operation Win-
ter Rescue”, organized by the
government of the United States
and the Republic of Armenia will
be kicked off throughout the
heavily Armenian populated com-
munities and centers.

The Western Prelacy and
the A.R.S. Western U.S5.A. Re-
gional Executive will be amang
the organizations and entities who
will take part in collecting sup-
plies for "Operation Winter Res-
cue". The Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation, and all its bodies
and entities, will provide all its
resources for the realization of An Armenian Youth
this assistance program.

Thus, we call on all organizations within the Armenian-American community and
all Armenians to bring their generous participation in all aspects of "Operation Winter
Rescue". With unified force and the belief in the future of our homeland, our people
undeniably, decisively conquer all obstacles.

o AN A

A.R.F. WESTERN USA
CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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A Word from the Central Executive

January 1993 marked the 60th anniversary of the Armenian Youth Federation. In 1933, whenthe A Y F.
was established under the guidance and leadership of Karekin Nzhdeh, it provided the ground where
Armenian youth could be educated in the ideology of the Dashnaktsutiun as well as Armenian culture and
history. The A Y F. also worked towards its supreme goal, the establishment of a Free, Independent, and
United Armenia. Today, the A Y F, on the eve of its 60th anmversary, reaffirms its dedication to the
Armenian Cause. Today, the forefront of the Armenian Liberation Struggle has shifted to the battle for
independence in Artsakh, The present situation in Artsakh and Armenia should be the first and foremost
concern for all Armenians, We, as the Youth Orgamzation of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
cannot sit idly by and watch the brutal onslaught of Azerbaijani attacks against our people, We will
continue our struggle, at any cost, to aid our people in Armenia and Artsakh. We must assist the fedayee
who has left his home and family to fight for us, for all Armenians, for the complete liberation and
independence of Artsakh,

Let this be an invitation to all Armenian youth who are preoccupied with the monotonous events of their
daily lives and who have lost interest in their national cause, our national cause, the Armenian Cause. The
time has come for all Armenian youth to jointhe ranks of the Armenian Youth Federation, to come together
as one powerful force to overcome all obstacles and to fight for the just resolution of the Armenian Cause,
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The Shoushi Armenian
School Opens its Doors

Glendale, CA -

On October 5, 1992, the Shoushi School
Opened its doors to its first 45 students. The
education and other needs at the school are com-
pletely free for the students, According to the
ARF. "Nigol Aghbalian" Student Organization
bulletin: “Despite the difficulties faced in laying the
ground work for the school and the fact that enroll-
ment was not as high as was expected, we are
extremely pleased with the love for learning that
these students have shown. The weekly growth we
are experiencing in our number of students is also
very encouraging. These factors will drive us to
continue our work with a renewed sense of enthu-
siasm and optimism”.

A.RF, student associations and youth or-
ganizations from around the world have accepted
the responsibility to provide moral and financial
support for the school. In this region, the “A RF.
Artsakh Fund for Shoushi School™ has been estab-
lished. In addition, the A.Y.F. Central Executive
has developed a series of events to raise funds for
the school. The AYF. Central Executive has
already donated $1,000 to the fund and assures that
it will do more. According to the Central Executive
chairperson, Setrak Garabadian: "The A R.F. Nigol
Aghbalian Student Organization has created an
opportunity for Armenian youngsters to get a free
education, books, meals and much more. Tt is our
duty to make sure that the lack of financial support
does not become an obstacle to these childrens’
right to an Armenian education."
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Lets Fit Hayastan in Our Busy
Schedule

by Lor Kurdoghlian

Long hours of study during the week, interrupted by
a part-lime job in the evening. Party Friday night. Catching
up on sleep Saturday ‘til noon then work, AY.F, meeting
Sunday night. This is a bricf example of an unger’s weekly
schedule.  The pressure and responsibilities a school, at
work, and at home somelimes conflict with the duties of a
member of the Armenian Youth Federation. The Armenian
cause should never be forgolien, ignored, or postponed inthe
hustle of our routine lives. As AY.F. ungers, we are loaded
with the responsibilities not only to remain Armenians
thousands of miles away form our homeland, but also to
contribute to the ceconomic, social and political welfare of
Hayastan, As active members of the A Y F,, itis our duty to
include Hayastan'sbest interestin purdaily schedules as well
as long term goals.

The first and most important step forward is to be
well informed of all events and situationsin Armenia. Using
Lhe available sources of media, AY F. meetings, family or
friends, all ungers must be well aware of everything that goes
on in Armenia and Arisakh,

For those of us who have not yet had the privilege
to travel 1o Hayastan, let’s create the opportunity to visit our
homeland. Meeting our fellow brothers and sisters, we will
be able to instill in them hope and encouragement for a
brighter future. By establishing new friendships and rela-
tionships, we will strengthen the ties between (he Diaspora
and Armenia.

Let's make a good habit of writing letters to ungers
or penpals in Armenia to exchange opinions, 1o learn more
about cach other and our lifestyles, to assimilate our differ-
ences, and to show our support,

A project to raise funds for scholarships 1o Arme-
nian students will create an incentive to devote one year of
internship in Armenia, The numerous benefits of such a
project include; The introduction of new ideas, the advance-
ment of technology, and the melioration of the economic
status of our newly independent homeland.  Scholarships
will also be offered to those who will study in Armenia 1o
comlribute to the gecreditation, improvement, and acquain-
tance of Armenian universities,

As a long term plan, every AY F. member should
include in his or her goals to spend a couple of years in
Armenia, All engineers, physicians, businessmen, leachers,
scientisls, and professionals should do research, inyest in
businesses, introduce new methods, and contribute their
knowledge to the economic, social, and political advance-
ment of Armenia,

As ALY F. members, il is our individaal duty to
stand as the perfect example of a dedicated, persistent, and
hard working Armenian to the rest of the community and
Hayastan.

The Role the Media Plays in our
Struggle

by Ara G. Malazian

The media plays one of the most important roles in
our struggle for a free, united, independent Armenia. When
I speak of the media, T am talking mot only of Asbarce,
Horizon and the Sounds of the Diaspora Armenian Radio
program, | am talking of world media in general. Our media
sources help us (o inform and educate our people. 1t is the
world media which educates the rest of the world. I is this
section of the media which this article will focus on,

When a majority of America wakes up in the
morning, it takes a shower, gets dressed, cats breakfast and
then either turns on the television news, reads the newspapet
or listens (o news radio. This is the way that Americans learn
about what is going onin the world and how they are provided
with the information which will guide their thoughts for {he
day. Did anyone in Americaknow that Yugoslaviawas made
up of a group of nations? Did anyone really carc? What
percentage of America’s population knew a Serb or a Croal
and the liberation strugele they were engaged in? How many
people in America even knew that there were Muslims in
Bosnia-Herzegovina being massacred? The answersto these
questions is“Almost none” until the American media began
blasting it across every front page, televisionand radio news
program in the nation. Suddenly America was gripped in
fear by the ravages going on in the former Soviet satellite of
Yugoslavia, The nation ponders daily on whether or not
America's military should act to stop the conflict and if there
is any way foraverage citizensto help. Itisthroughthe media
that America manipulates it public.

The front page news which many of us read every
day is selected for us and presented to us in pre-packaged,
pre-digested form, 1t could just as easily be the fighting in
Lebanon, or the Kurds in Turkey, or the atrocities which take
place in many Central American countries thal we are
rcading about. It could also just as easily be the mortal
struggle which both Nagorno-Karabagh and Armenia are
enpgaged inright now. The reason that we do not hear or read
about any of these other struggles isthat the American media
has decided that they do not want the American people to
hear or tead about these other strugples. They are equally
imporiant, equally violent and equally deadly to those else-
where but their imporlance has already been decided by
balding men in high-rise office buildings who have decided
that these other strugples will not get the attention that they
deserve.’

Tt is here that we as Armenian youth and we as
Armenians mustact. It isthrongh political pressure, through
slashing editorials, through a barrage of information that we
can bring our cause and our struggle to the front pages of
America and the world. We are already an organized
community. We possess the knowledge and the resources (o
begin moving the obstacles which keep the world deal to our



cause, If David Brinkley wants someone to talk Lo, let's give
ito him, If Larry Kingisn't sure if there is amvone out there
who knows enough about the Armenian cause 1o be on his
show, let’s make him sure. If the Los Angeles Times thinks
that a huge rifi exists between Armenians here in the
diaspora and those in Armenia, let's let them kiow that we
think Hugh Pope is full of crap. Let’s tell the American
media what is going on and pressure them to tell the rest of
the world, It is in this way that we will begin o get the
recognition we need from the world in order to brin £ anend
loour struggle in Artsakh, to open up gas and fuel lines into
Hayastan, to establish trade with the outside world and to
bring us one sitep closer to our eternal goal of a Free, United,
Independent Armenia,

“

Over 800 Attend Fresno A.Y.E.
60th Anniversary Celebration

by Yerevan Ohannessian

On Saturday, January 23, 1993 the AY F Fresno
Kevork Chavoush chapler held its 60tk Diamond Jubilee
Anniversary Dinner Dance at the Haciendd Lus Vepas
Ballroom, This event is one in a lomg series intended to
celebrate the founding of the Armenian Youth Federationin
1933,

Scolt Asmar, co-chairperson of the dinner dance
and Master of Ceremonies, welcomed everyone and thanked
all ofthese responsible for ma kingthishighly-organized and
highly-publicized event a success,

The A RF. Badanegan Christapor chapter led in
the singing of Haratch Wahadag, Tlis was Tollowed b
congritulatory and mspirational remarks from the organiz-
IngE commities, 1he chapter executive, the local Armenian
Revelutionary Federation and the A Y F, Central Excoutive
whe pointed out in their speech that “The founding fathers
ofthe A RF. were in (heirearly 20°%s, No other organization
hasbeen as powerful or as influential in Armenian history as
the Armenian Eevolutionary Federation,™ They also posed
the following question: “Arevour children or grandchildren
going lo be a part of 1he fulure of Armenia? It's up (o you,
parents and grandparents, to instill that national pride in
vour children.” The statement gave a solid indication thiat
the spirit of the Dashnakisutiun lives onand it us u Lo all of
us to make sure that it continues to do so.
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Avideo highlighting the past 60 vears of the A Y. F.
in Fresno was presented through the efforts of the F rEsng
AYF. Alumni Committee and the chapter executive. The
program portion of the evening concluded with the singing
of Mer Hairenik:

Immediately following the program, the celebra-
tion started with internationally renowned singer Harou
Pamboukjian providing dance music for the capacity-filled
ballroom. There were over 800 supporters al the gala afTair,
over one hundred of which were from the San Fra ncisco and
Southern California regions.

The next cvent commemorating the AY.F. 60th
Anniversary is the San Francisco Rosdom chapter's Boat
Dance on February 6, 1993,

Some of the supporiers dancing up a storm
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A.Y.F Hold:Educational Seminﬂ

by Stepan Boyajian

The Armenian Youth Federation held its
first educational seminar during the weekend of
January 15-18. The weekend included educational
lectures, movies, discussions, dancing, and a lot of
SNOW,

More than 90 A Y F. members took part in
the seminar.

with some of the things Unger Momjian had said.
“The participants enjoyed the lecture not only
because of its method of presentation but it also
cleared up, to me at least, a lot of the myths about
certain political ideologies," said Sako Aslanian
fromthe A Y F. Burbank "Varak" chapter. Follow-
ing the lecture the ungers enjoyed an hour long hike

The Participants of the 1993 Educational Seminar

The topic ofthe first lecture for the weekend
was*political ideologies™ by Unger Garo Momyjian.
Unger Momjian pave a detailed lecture on the
development of various political systems, Hebegan
with the earliest form of government, autocracy and
continued all the way through to modern day social-
ism. He pointed out the characteristics ofeach form
of government and gave historical examples for
each. e closed his lecture with a question and
answer session in which the ungers had the oppor-
tunity to express their agreement or disagreement

inthe crisp, smog free weather of the Angeles Crest
National Forest,

After a mid-day lunch the participants heard
the second and third lectures of the day., The topic
of the second lecture was the “A R F. in Armenia™
by Unger Vicken Hovsepian, who, after a brief
introduction, outlined the A R F."s position on spe-
cific issues and discussed the various problems the
AR.F. sees with the current government in Arme-
nia. Unger Hovsepian stressed the importance of a
government run by the people through its represen-



tatives, and not by one man who has unlimited
power, working without a constitution. Towards
the end ofhis lecture, Unger Hovsepian encouraged
the listeners to become more active. He stressed the
importance of never giving up ones’ goals and
dreams, He gave the example that only a few years
ago no one would have imagined an independent
Armenia. Those talking about it would be brushed
off as “lunatics, radicals, or just simply kids.”
Unger Hovsepian’s lecture proved to be one of the
most interactive of the seminar with many of the
ungers discussing their thoughts about events in
Armenia today,

The third lecture of the seminar was given
by Unger Hovig Saliba regarding “Geography and
the Struggle of Karabakh’'. Unger Saliba presented
a historical overview of the struggle in Nagorno-
Karabakh/Artsakh. Using slides, he stressed many
of the major and pivotal regions in Artsakh. By the
end ofthe lecture most ofthe ungers had a thorough
knowledge of each geographic region in Artsakh,
which territories were controlled by our forces and
which were controlled by the Azeris, as well as the
severity of the conflict, “We have heard and read
a lot about the ongoings in Karabakh, but we have
not had many chances to actually see exactly what
we hear or read about,”’commented Richard
Zaharian from the AYF. Los Angeles “Musa
Dagh'.

After a busy day’s activities, the campers
were ready for the songs and dances of the night.
The entertainment [or the evening was provided by
Giro Donabedian and his band who kept up the
jovial atmosphere with traditional Armenian dance
songs, which were followed by Armenian patriotic
and revolutionary songs, This was the time for the
campers Lo relax and enjoy the social atmosphere
belore they would wake up again for a long, tough
day,

Sunday morning, the stormand the wind got
stronger, and the heavy rain eventually became
snow. During the morning, the participants viewed
Midnight Express which portrayed some of the
brutalities within Turkish prisons, Afterwards, the
viewersreflected on the movie, many of which were
seeing the movie for the first time. “Thisis the kind
of thing that you don’t want to see happen to
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another human being, but the Turkish prisons and
their methods of punishment have not changed in
form or the level of brutality’” said Sevan Abaklian
fromthe A.Y F. Glendale “Roupen’” chapter. Berj
Kalebjian expressed his feelings about the movie:
“This is the kind of treatment you do not want to
believe takes place in the 20th century, but then
again, our own Genocide’s survivors were wit-
nesses to brutality on a higher level,”

The fourth and final lecture of the weekend
was given by Unger John Kossakian, editor of the
Asharez daily which dealt with “Armenia and Re-
gional Politics’”. He explained to the listeners some
of the reasons behind the policies of Armenia’s
neighbors: Turkey, Iran, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and
Russia regarding Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh/
Artsakh. “He shed some light on many of the
questions I had no clue about, or even those that
did know about. Now I feel I have a much clearer
perspective,”” said Sevag Manuelian fromthe A Y F.

Unger John Kossakian
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Montebello “Vahan Cardashian™ chapter.
Later Sunday afterncon, Unger Ara

Malazian of the Montebello chapter and editor of

Haytoug, the A Y .F.'s official publication, led a
discussion about the republication of Haytoug. He
stressed that “Haytoug is a forum for the Armenian
youth to express their sentiments and thoughts on
issues.”” Unger Malazian went on to say that “it is
the responsibility of each A Y.F. member to lead
our youth, and thereby, our people.”” The listeners
were then divided into groups. They participated in
aworkshop to write articles about issues of concern
to Armenia and Armenians. Some of these articles
have been published in this issue of Haytoug,

one of the Haytoug discussion groups

By evening, the winds had died down a little
and the snow was coming down calmly, The camp
was completely white and cold. A perfect setting
for the A Y F. to celebrate its 60th anniversary,
Karekin Nzhdeh established the AY I, in Boston
onJanuary 14, 1933, The seminar participants were
the entertainment of the evening with songs and
dances late into the night. Near midnight, the
A Y F, 60th anniversary was officially celebrated by
the singing of revolutionary songs in memory of our
freedom fighters from the past and present, and the
cutting of the 60th anniversary cake. At this time,
Sevag Manuelian, very appropriately, reminisced
about his summer trip to Armenia where he had the
opportunity to meet freedom fighters from Artsakh,
He shared with his fellow campers the following

thoughts: “He gave me this ring and necklace and
I willwear these for the rest of my life. Heis not with
us anymore because he died for a higher cause; he
died lor his people and his country, He died forus."’

The participants of the seminar had a rare
opportunity to spend their weekend with a freedom
fighter from Artsakh by the name of Valodia
Keropian. He is here for medical reasons. Valodia
lost his eyesight completely, and he is in the United
States for operations. He has now recovered sight
in one of his eyes and is undergoing treatment by an
Armenian doctor who donates his lunch hour for
Valodia. Valodia became a good friend to us over
the weekend and his presence was invaluable.

The eyes of campers were full of tears when
he was telling his modest war stories. He was
modest and kept on telling the ungers “boys, I'm
just doing my part for my people, I am not doing
anything special’’. This modest man in his early
thirties, a native of Chavakhk, Akhalkalak, and a
resident of Yerevan, became to be known as uncle
Valodia to some and unforgettable to all.

The seminar ended Monday morning. Most
participants had just spent one of the best weekends
in a long time. A member commented “the week-
end was nothing but a group of Armenians gather-
ing in an Armenian atmosphere with an incredibly
strong Armenian spirit, Can you imagine if one day
we are in Hayastan?'” Tears were rolling down her
eves as she said, “tears of pride, hope, and true joy™
she explained.

Unger Sam Abrahamian gets some help
digging out his car Monday morning
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Calendar of Events

February

A.RF. Badanegan Seminar
AYF. Camp
February 19-21, 1993

March

Armenian and American Dance Night
AY.F. Montebello Vahan Cardashian Chapter
Moniebello Armenian Center

March, &, 1993

A.Y.F. Revolutionary Song Night
AY.F. Glendale Roupen Chapter
March 13, 1993

60th Anniversary Celebration
AYF. Central Executive

Ferrahian Armenian Schoal

March 21, 1993

60th Anniversary Dinner Dance
AYF. Pasadena Nigol Touman Chapter
Pasadena Armenian Center

March 27, 1993

For additional information regarding these events

please contact the A.Y.F. Central Executive at-
818-507-1933

Dhwnpnowp

-8 Muwnwiblwi Uhnipbwl UbidhGup
L.6.M%. dwdpuwp
Qhwpmwp 19-21, 1993

U'wipin

QuwiwlpuG e LdtpplbuwG Mwph 9-hobp
&G0 UnGplibjjo LwhiuG Swpnwpbub Mifuin
UnGpbyb|op Luy UbnpnG

Uuwpin 6, 1993

Btinunpnfuwlwt Gpgbipm tinkilyng
L8 GGGty MhmpkG Nifun
Uwpwn 13, 1993

6O0-witwhh SobGwlunwpnipbws 2wlinku
.67 UbnpnGulywG LwpyngapuG

DlipwhbwG Lwy Tuypng

Uwipin 21, 1993

6O-wdkwlh Auizlibpnye-Nwpuwhwbnbu
2.6 Wby TndwG Nifuin

Puwnpbwh Lw) Yenpnt

Fwpin 27, 1923

V' wlpwifwutnupbuty fundup filipwidwy Ghghp
<-B. e Ybinpotiwhwt wpsniphw G pwubiGlwlyp’
818-507-1933

Untitled
by Mairi Cherchian

We are runmng out of time,
that is all T know.

We are running oul of paticnce
and our morals are getting low.

We are the struggling peneration of
our brave fighters,

And we continue to fight so that
we can beat these liars.

Unce again let us stand as one together,

So that we can reclaim our tand ance and forever,

We are running out of time,
that is all 1 know

We are running oul of patience,
that is all T know., ..

& freedom fighter waite for bhattle
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It is Our Responsibility to Make the Time

We are the new generation of our national liberg.
tion movement, Our eht for the right of self determination.
Anongoing stry eelewhich has lasted over 4 thousand years.
We will continue to fight for (his holy cause until we reach
and secure our goals, We arc emotional yet logical, We are
sl yetl we are strong,  We are defeated yet continually
viclorions.

Our organization's history compared to the history
of the world leads 1o the assumption that WE are very young,
Yebwe are comprised of many experiences and 4 vast arena
of knowledge. On the ather hand, our will 1o survive and
endeavor can not even he compared toanyone clse’s, Weare
not based on misled hopes. but on def; ending the rights of our
people, We are driven by the injustices perpetrated agains
our people. The greater the infustice, the more energy o fiel
oer slrugple.

We are completely dedicated to our cause. The
essence of our very existence is the achievement of our poals,
We do not look for any personal or nudenalistic gains
whittsoever, We iry only to achieve gains for our nalion and
our people.

Weare fueled by femembering the blood that the
Turks drained from aur grandparents al Musg Daph,
Khanasor, Van, Erzeroum, Shabin Karahissar, Ankarg,
Yozgat, Uy, Makhichevan, Aklalkalak, Artsakh, Revon
Dz, Istanbul, Yeldex, Mush, Gars, Zevtoun, efc,

We are also fueled by the memories of our heroes:
Kristg por, Rosdom, Zavarian, Antranik, Mourad, Dro, Kevork
Chavoush, Nzhdeh, Armen Karo, Aram, Aphbalian,
Yerganian, Tehlirian Tarlakian, Sassounian, Antranik
Hiroutunian, ete,

We have an undying commitnent (o our people,
We will never give ¢ p the fight, we will never give in lo our
barbarous enemics. One of our strengrihs is that we always
bounce back from any losses or setbacks. [f “they” strike, we
will strike back twice as hard. We have been fi ghting an
extramely long battle that he s maiy vears ago, and il meed
be we will continue through the nex century, and the next, ..

We are based on our jdedls and the work we carry
out 1o turn those ideals into reality. The tasks that we
accomplish, the work (hat we do, 1s what separates us from
all of'the other entities that exist today, Wark is achieyed
through sacrifice, Therefore wesacrificeall thatisimportant
1o us as individials, for the betlerment of our people, We
tmust conlinueonr personal and individual gainsfor the gaing
of the whole. The bear minimumwe can sacrifice is ourtime,
Instead of going out 10 clubs {discos) eight limeg g month, go
twice.  The other six nighls, use your time in a more
productive manner. In other words, go to the Armenian
center, Instead of sitting home and wiltching television, o
1o your A.YF. chapter’s activitics, Help stuff envelopes (o
raise money for our ongoing battle for the com pleteliberation
of Artsakh. Ourbrothersin Artsakh arcdying, theirchildren
are orphans, their wives are widows. Our fellow ungers are
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sacrificing their lives and we CaAnnol even sacrifice our time,
Cur prandparents sacrificed their lives and we cannot seem
to find the time (o avenge them,

We are based on work, Tn order to do the work we
TMust create the time necessary 1o complete the job. Wwe
We will succeed.

cannot fail. We will pot Fail.

P New Tiime 2 Mosenn

‘lulipllm_]h .E.mJuluunuLl[L llmpuu[mpmp[u[iu
Economic Conditions in Armenia Today

In Armenia today, the coonomic conditions have
become unbearable. For centurios, Armenia’s etonomy has
gone down the drain, Our ancestors have fought so long 1o
regain our freedom but we've always had others controlling
us, Our economy was based on others™ economics, We
weren't number one on thejr list and as a result our CCONOMmyY
became poor. Armenia may have beautiful monuments and
historical sites but once ¥ou go inlo the villages, you see the
poverty of the people. This is caused by the state of the
SConmMmny,

To have a successful SCONOmy, a couniry needs
runming businesses, productive factorics, a stable govern-
ment, education, and trained People to make the country
Erow and prosper. As of now. Armenia lacks many of the
above,

Toremedy thissi tuation, we may need to rely onour
riche neighbors. The Armenian government has many
Tactors to take into consideralion when deciding whether or
not todenl withTurkey, The Major concern is obviously what
they've done 10 us in the st

Wwe decide not to involve ourselves with Turkey,
then we have an alternative, The Armenians must know that
they have support in the diaspora. Armeniang al] over the
world need to cducate themselves and apply their knowledge
and skill 1o rebuild our homeland. We should begin estab-
lishing businesscsin Armenia inorder tocreate jobs and start
the cconomic cycle. We also need 1o send educators o train
and teach the Armenians so that they will be capable enough
to function on their own, By doing these things, eventually
we will become a stronger nation and make gur indepen-
dence recognized and respecled by the rest of the world,
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Nigol Aghbalian (1875-1947)

Born in Thbilisi, Aghbalian studied at the
Nersesian College and subsequently the Kevorkian
College (Semina_r}r] in Etchmiadzin. He later
dttended universities in Moscow, Paris, and
Lauvsanne, Switzerland.

[n the ranks of the A.R.F. since his youth,
he was sent to Egypt in 1905 on Organizational
work. From 1909 to 1912 he was director of the
Armenian National School in Tehran, as well as 2
member of the A_R.F, Central Committee there,

In 1913 Aghbalian was appointed a mem-
ber of the Horizon ediloria] team, along with
Arshak Jamalian, in Thilisi. He was also amember
of the Thilisi National Bureay and the Committee
for the Organization of Volunteer T roopsin 1914-
1915,

Alter Armenian independence, he was
elected a member of Parliament and chosen Minis-
ler of Education. Due to his efforts the State
Universily was founded, in Alexandropol
(Leninakan, Gumairi}, on January 31, 1920,

Aghbalian was arrested by the Bolsheviks
on February 29, 1921, but was fraed thanks to the
February Revolt 10 dayslater. He crossed into Iran
thacn settled in Alexandria, Egypt, where he be-
came director of the Armenian schoo].

He was a founder of the Hamazkain Cul-
tural Association in 1928, He also founded, along
with Levon Shant, Hamazkain’s college (Jemaran)
in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1929-1930. He remained in
Lebanon as a teacher at the college until his death,

Aghbalian is acknowledged as an erudite
philiologist and impartial literary critic, gifted with
a profound sense of literature and art.

“Dashnakisuliun serves the interests of the
public and not the interests of ils members...
Those who become members of our parly must,
Irom the very he ginning, be reconeiled with an idea
that to many may seem awry and meaningless:
namely, that he 15 Joining an oreanization in which
he must continually give of himself and sacrilice,
without expecting any material gain, and that it is
notthe party that must sustain him but he who must
provide for the party with his work, money and life,
Thousands of Dashnaktsakans have lefi home,
given up positions and influence, and have entered
Into an organization that is at once dreadful and
dtiraclive; and their only gain has been death. The
organization provides its members with invitations
for a life of rigor and immolalion, not prosperity.
In a certain sense, the Dashnakisutiun i5 Iike the
carly church. It teaches its members lo die for an
ideal... . It promises nothing to its members,
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positions, ner honor, nor wealth, nor com-

neither
fort...
If yesterday you were a simple soldier or
group leader, and today you become 2 government
minisier, you do not cease being a Dashnakisakan
who is subject to the Constilution and B ylaws. And
if Dashnaktsutiun notices that in Your new position
you are attempling to think and work as a non-
Dashnakmakan, it will mercilessly unseat you,
without regard to your fame or your position.
Many have seen renowned reputations made by the
Dashnaktsutiun for one or another of its members;
they have also seen the precipitous fall of the same
people, carried out by the same Dashnaktsutiun:
Because the Dashnaktsutiun demands that public
affairs be conducted by idealist individuals who
serve only the public interest and who dare not, for
aminute, consider using their position for personal
gain. Thus, various positions towards which glory
seekersmadly rush are purc anguish and tribulation
[or the Dashankisakan, for he must reconcile the
demands of public office with the candid and
humble lifestyle of his calling as an idealigt
Dashnakisakan, And it is only through decree that
such positions are given (o a Dashnakisakan - not
as an honor but as an obligation. To people on the
outside all this may seem legend, but
Dashnaktsakans know otherwise
From the series “Mtatsumner” in Droshak.
1829-1930




