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LETTER

FROM THE EDITOR €4

DECISIONS OF TODAY SHAPE THE
ARMENIA OF TOMORROW

With the upcoming election for a
new Parliament in May and,
subsequently, a new President in
early 2008, Armenia is approaching
an important juncture in its fledgling
democracy. These milestone events
will serve as key indicators of
Armenia’s ability to sustain
democratic progress and develop-
ment. Based on new Constitutional
reforms, the National Assembly will
obtain a more significant role within
the Armenian government relative to
the President; thereby making the
upcoming elections that much more
crucial.

Relations with the United States
— via the Millennium Challenge
Account- and the European Union —
via the European Neighborhood
policy — are contingent on Armenia’s
ability to assert its commitment to
real democratic progress through
open and fair elections.

Having to already contend with
closed borders to the west and east
and exclusion from regional
development projects, Armenia must
continue and strengthen its
integration with the rest of the world.
More than the desire for financial
and political benefits attainable
through foreign assistance,
Armenia’s need for embracing
democracy remains in its own
development and maturing. The
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capacity for the leaders of society to
meet the needs of the citizenry and
remain responsive to the public’s
preferences and interests will lead to
a progressive decline in corruption
and abuse of law. The basic rights of
each individual are at stake; as well
as the future of the nation as a
collective.

The task of the Armenian
Diaspora in this process of
democratization was recently
reaffirmed and fortified with the
adoption of legislation allowing the
opportunity for dual citizenship to all
Armenians worldwide. As much as
this new law serves to reconnect a
people with their homeland and seeks
to repatriate the immense Diaspora,
it is also a symbolic gesture of the
Republic’s recognition of the
potential contributions of its
resourceful brethren abroad. Work
must be undertaken to restore the
sense of the fatherland and the
preservation of Armenian identity.
The greatest resource of Armenia is
its impassioned and conscientious
individuals worldwide, who are
concerned with its progress.
Following the Genocide and decades
under Soviet rule, the time has come
to properly and fundamentally
connect all Armenians to their
homeland and to a shared vision of a
democratic future.




WOMEN

&

DEMOCRACY

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN ARMENIA TODAY

The Armenian Youth
Federation had the oppor-
tunity to interview Maria
Titzian. From a young age
Maria has been active in the
Youth Organization of the
ARF. Currently, Maria has
been active in promoting
women’s issues in the party,
as well as representing it in the SIW (Socialist
International Women). Since 2004, she has been the
president of the Women’s Committee of the ARF
Dashnaktsutyun Party in Armenia. The ARF
Women’s Committee is active in formulating the
party’s policies on women’s issues, as well as
empowering women party members to be more active
within the party by providing training and advocacy
building skills. Maria is also a founding member of
the Women’s Coalition of Armenia and Board
Member of the Women’s Forum of the National
Democratic Institute.

HAYTOUG: How important do you feel the
particular role of women is in the consolidation of
democracy and economic development in Armenia?

MARIA: The role of women in the consolidation of
democracy and economic development in Armenia
is not only important, it is crucial at this particular
point in time. A woman involved in the political,

social and economic life of the country is more
likely to add dimensions which impact women’s
and children’s lives such as employment, economy,
social security, education and health. Beyond the
quest for justice and fairness for women, the
purpose of increasing women’s participation in
politics is not simply to increase numbers but to
support the creation of a new democratic agenda
in politics and to implement change that will
benefit society. It is important to stress that when
we advocate for greater participation of women in
all sectors of Armenian life, it should be clear that
we are not talking about the exclusion of men but
rather the inclusion of women: their talents,
perspectives, energy, priorities and views.
Democracy is representation of the people by the
people and it cannot be real democracy when the
largest proportion of the population — women - has
little or no representation. The laws in Armenia
do not discriminate against women however there
are hidden systematic and institutional barriers to
women’s advancement in almost every aspect of
public life. Unless these barriers are removed,
women do not in reality have equal opportunities.

If we continue to ignore the gender disparity
in Armenia, it will come at a great cost to our
society’s ability to sustain growth, to govern
effectively, increase productivity and eventually
reduce poverty. Women in Armenia continue to
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have inferior command over a range of productive
resources i.e. land, information, and financial
resources. Women are often limited to certain
occupations in developing countries and this holds
true in Armenia’s case. Women in Armenia are
primarily employed in the health and education
sectors yet do not hold management positions in
these primarily feminized sectors. Limited access
to resources and weaker ability to generate income
— whether in self-employed activities or in wage
employment — restrict women’s power to influence
the allocation of resources and investment decisions
in the home. This unequal access and poor
socioeconomic status relative to men continues to
hamper their ability to influence decisions not only
in the home, but also in their communities and at
the national level.

Finally, I have come to believe that the majority
of women in Armenia want to have a role in the
development and empowerment of our nation not
only to advance women’s rights or ‘interests’ but
because they want to have a stake in public policy
development and in the implementation of
economic strategies that will contribute to equitable
growth.

HAYTOUG: What do you see as some of the most
critical problems or barriers facing women in
Armenia today? What do you see as some practical
solutions for overcoming these problems?

MARIA: Women were affected most by the
transition period in Armenia and their place in
society was further aggravated as a result of the
earthquake, the NKR conflict, the collapse of the
USSR and the ensuing energy crisis that literally
shut the country down. Women were not able to
capitalize on the new opportunities created by the
transition. On the contrary, they felt its adverse
effects even more acutely. Among the critical
problems facing women today are poverty, the issue
of reproductive health, (including increasing

incidences of STD’s, continued use of multiple
abortions as a means of fertility regulation, increase
in the number of cases of cervical cancer),
unemployment or underemployment (66% of the
unemployed in Armenia are women, the highest
percentage of female unemployment in the region),
limited access to resources, domestic violence, and
trafficking. According to recent statistics 53% of all
the poor in Armenia are women. While women more
often times find themselves in poverty, they are not
at a greater risk than men in general. However this
risk factor changes for women led households, which
are at 33% increased risk of extreme poverty. The
out migration of men in search of employment, or
desertion of their families, has led to an increase in
female led households which are an extremely
vulnerable segment of Armenian society. Today
female led households constitute over 30% of all
households in Armenia.

One practical solution toward overcoming these
problems would be to strengthen institutional
mechanisms. The Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor, has a Department for Family, Women and
Children whose primary focus is on social, health and
employment issues but does not address equal rights
or equal opportunities for women. Even now, this
department lacks the financial resources to
implement any meaningful change. A separate
department for women with appropriate financing
could possibly change the current status quo. Another
potential solution would be gender mainstreaming in
education and in all educational textbooks/resources
which could highlight the Armenian woman’s role in
the social and political formation of the country - girls
and young women do not have positive female role
models. It is critical that civil society take a proactive
role by organizing more public discourse in the form
of round tables, debates, information campaigns via
public service announcements, etc. Unfortunately
civil society in Armenia is weak at best, and the large
numbers of NGO’s, even those that are fully
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operational, have not been able to successfully lobby
and advocate for change. I personally believe that
greater participation of women in politics, both at the
executive and legislative branches could begin to
address these issues; however societal norms have
always tended to veer women away from political
involvement. To change the current public perception
of women, to attract women to politics and to increase
the representation of women in the
decision-making process in Armenia
there must be collaboration between
the government, the private sector
and the NGO community to create a
greater capacity to develop strategies
to empower women, build lobbying
networks and promote women’s
leadership. This approach to
capacity building for women can see
positive results.

HAYTOUG: With parliamentary
elections coming up, what do you
think is required to improve the
level of representation of women in
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consequential change of heart. It has merely become
politically fashionable to talk about gender issues.
Having said that, any political willingness however it
is couched, expressed or articulated is better than
none. The women’s movement in Armenia has not
yet been able to develop the necessary mechanisms
or lobbying networks which are necessary to
anticipate significant results.

oy B

-

the National Assembly? The ARF

has announced that it will maintain a 25% quota for
female candidates in its party list. Are quotas
sufficient? If not, what else can be done?

MARIA: I don’t believe that we will see a significant
increase of women in the National Assembly after the
elections on May 12, 2007. Although of late most
political parties are vying for women’s votes by
incorporating women’s issues in their pre-campaign
activities and or campaign platforms. However, I am
skeptical that there exists a genuine desire on the part
of the ‘old boy’s network’ to see the gender disparity
begin to diminish in Armenia. Meaningful change
cannot be achieved when it is artificial in nature.
There has not been enough work done either in theory
or practice to believe that public awareness or
perception of women’s role in society has had any

Are quotas sufficient? Several international
bodies have passed resolutions to support the use of
quotas. A variety of different quota systems has been
used around the world and at least 122 political parties
globally use some form of the quota for women when
selecting their candidates for elections.

In Armenia, the prevailing attitudes toward the
quota system are mixed. Some argue that quotas are
demeaning to women and that if a woman is
competent then she will succeed on her own merit.
This argument is put forward by women as well as
men. If this were true, why aren’t there many more
women in the legislative and executive branches of
government? Quotas are needed as a temporary
measure, not because women are unable to succeed
in politics on merit, but because all too often, they
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are rarely given the opportunity to try.
Nonetheless there were several women’s
organizations in Armenia who had been actively
campaigning to increase the existing 15% quota
to 25% for women on party lists in the electoral
code. This campaign unfortunately was not
successful. The ARF will indeed maintain a 25%
quota for the upcoming parliamentary elections.
Setting a percentage for the quota is not enough
because political parties invariably place their
women candidates on the bottom of the lists,
thereby once again excluding women’s presence
in the National Assembly. To ensure that the
quota system results in gender balance, the zipper
system must also be
utilized. Under the zipper
system the names of men
and women alternate
equally in the critical top
position of party lists.
Utilizing the quota
system is not a panacea,
but it can help change the
mindset of the public when

country, the more we begin to shape and
perhaps change public perception and attitudes
toward women in the country. The conference
also provided us the opportunity to gauge the
real extent of women’s frustration.

This year is a particularly critical one for the
Women’s Committee with the upcoming
parliamentary elections. We have been
meeting with NGO’s involved in the field of
gender relations, we have organized a series of
round tables with student associations and
youth groups, we are meeting with women
voters in the different electoral districts in
Yerevan, and we are actively working with the
women in our own
party by providing
them with English
language and comp-
uter training. We
have organized sub-
committees whose
| responsibility will be to
study problems in the
health and educational

they see political parties
like the ARF including women in winnable
positions on their party lists.

HAYTOUG: In March 2006, the ARF’s Women’s
Committee organized a conference titled “The
Role of Women in the Establishment of Civil
Society.” What is the main goal of organizing
such conferences and what do you think the
results of them have been so far? Aside from these
conferences, can you explain what other work
the Women’s Committee of the ARF carries out
in Armenia?

MARIA: Conferences such as the one organized
by the ARF Women’s Committee are critical as
they serve as a forum for public and political
discourse. The more we talk, argue, debate,
analyze the current situation of women in the
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sectors, legal rights and
public relations. In the next several months we
will be visiting different regions throughout the
country to meet with women, to raise public
awareness about women’s issues but most
importantly to provide information regarding
their legal rights. This year in March we also have
the honor of hosting the Socialist International
Women’s (SIW) Executive and Regional Meeting
in Yerevan. The theme of the meeting is Gender
Dimensions of International Migration.
Approximately 25 women from all over the world
will be coming to Armenia to participate in this
meeting. The SIW meeting in Yerevan will
undoubtedly raise the profile of ARF women and
provide us with the opportunity to interact with
women from different countries and learn from
their own experiences.




Zwywunw G, wilwh yawnwlywnyehG nGh wyuop, b
wG Yp wwpwph wiG wqquwukp ubpniGnGtpniG npnlp
wypbtigwl G nmwGenitigwl nwpk nwp tpgbiny AwypbGhpp
pwybipgp: GpwgbghG G YepnbghG wyu opniwy wiquin
wlywiu Qwywuwmwip, ppbGg ywenpnnn ubpniGnGepniG
fiwdwp: 1918-pG dwywuwnwGh wnwohG whywiuniebwd
dwdwGwy «Utp LwypbiGhpyp, npnG AenhGwyG Ep Uhpugkg
VuwwwlnbwG, wwowolwwku plnnibnibigur npwku
QwywunwGh pwybipg: UinwohG whywtuniyehiGp YnpuGgGti LG
twnp, LwywunwGp nwpdwe Mowpn fywnwy: Gponibgut
Upwd wswunmnipbwGh ophGwd Gpwdonniyebwdp
puwytipg up npntG wnwohG wmnnp wpnkG phuy
Yp pwgwwnptip tntnehilp
«Unybnmwlywl wquuwn
woluwpf ZwiwumwGy :
Uwpg dp AwypbGuukpGhp
qununGh Yepwny wwfitighG
v GpabtighG, hpbtlGg
wuwwlwlnn pwybtipap,
uwlwiG uthpinph wnwpwdphG,
Awiwlywb YwnnygGtipkG
Gtpu GL nnipu, wquwmopkG
tpgniigwr «Ubtp dwy-
ptGhp»p:

dwdwlwyh pGrewgphG,
2wy dnnnynipnh Yuwdpny bie
w2 fuwwmwlpny utiGp
nhpwgwlp  Gpypnpn
wGlwhunyebwG: 1991 enihG
ytpnniigwe Gnp wbunwYwG
qwpowlwaqd, npniG Gwluw-
qwfG Ep° LuwinG  Skp MNhwnpnubwG: Uyn opniGk
ybpunhG Yynsnibigwue «Utip LwgpbiGphpyp pwyting: dbpstipu,
ndpwpwmwpwp Ywpg dp juqdwlbpwyniphtGGbp G
whGfiwwnGbp woluwwnwip Yp wwGhG wywunwGh pwybpgp
thnthnfjunipbwG GGpwplybne: UwhidwGwnpniebwG
fiwdwdwyG, gwwnbp Yp YwnpdtG eL Gnp pwybpgh dp
dwdwGwlp GYwd E: uniGphuy Gwpwqwh MPnybpwn
Gngwpbiwlp hp Ywpdhpp thnuwlglig pubing pk «Utip
QwyinkGhp»-pG Gpwdounniehilp br punbpp 2w wwng Yp
fiGs6G pwnnwwdwdp niph2 pwybpgbtpni:  Ugu ARwpghG
onipe 22 wlnwudGbpny ywGgGwunidp dp Ywaqunibgw:
BwlgGwfiunidpp Npnotig dpgwGwyph dp wnphep wwp Gnp
wqgquiihG pwybing quGbnt fwdwp: UpguwygniebGEG tunp

*

iwGgGwlunudphG  JGdwdwubnippiGp pptiGg thwihwpp
winGhghG pEk UndbwwywG pwybipgp thnjuwphGE «Utp
QwyintGhp»hG: hG UnybunwlwG pwybpgp Gpgbing dtkGp
Zwybipu h"Gy whwh thokiGp, wquuniebwG Ywowlnndp
pt’ Jdbtp dnnnynipnpG wywGwwbu Gnwd qubGuwqui
swpswpwGpGhipp:

Ugu Awpgny dwy StnwihnfuwlywG TwoGwlygniehiGp
npGwowl wouwwnwibp Ynp wwbGh pwybpgp thnihnpuniebwG
stlipwpynibint, dwlwiwlGn dpgwGwlyh npnietwdp dbip
fiwpgtipp GG |nwdnchp, Ybppwwku puwyting dp gty opniwy
ute oh qpnipp G dEY qhotipnuwy dke huwuwnwih sh nwinGuwp:
Z.8.%-p sh wbuGhp wwppbp pdwuwnwih pwnbpng G
tpwdznniehilng GEphuywgniiihp puyting. dp, np YnGuy
pGnapytp dtp dnnnynipnphG wquwwniephtGp bGo
fwwwwmwpdniepibp GpwuanlG npoophl AwlGnkw:
UhGstr wyu opu wwidwGwinp pwgw-

npniehtb sk npnuwd  pE
hGen®t dtip pwybpgp
thnipnpuniebwG whwh
tGrewnynith: Ukp nhdwg ubd
fuGnhp niGpGp, LwywunwGp
UGwgwd E wnwlg wgqwihG
pwytpgp: UwywyG uwfi-
dwlwnpniebw AwdwdwG,
2wy BtinwihnnuiywG hwo-
Guygnuehilp w2luwnwbGp Yp
nwih opklp unbndbint np
«U'tip LwiyntiGhp»p ophGuinp
Ypwny dGwy LwywuwnwGh
puiytipgp:
Gpp dbp wg dtinpp Yp
ubip upntipnuG Ypwy, Yp thotiGp dtip
opbipp pwyg Gubit ywnpwGwYyGkpp:

nGtGp

wqqhl wdbkGEG ubL
8nyuny YtipgliGp, thotiiny np tippt’p dbin Lwy wqap sk dnn-
gntwd b dhGstie wuop ukiGp Yp wwpwnhlp wyn GuwunwyhG
fiwdwin: ‘UniGwyku w nmwphGipne pGrwgghG «Utp LwiptGhpyp
sh Unngnibigwit Gt whwp wuwpwphGe np GppEp sh dnngnip:
[CwGywndbp dtp pwybipghG fAwwpnniebwdp YwiqGhGp,

shotiny. dtip pwpwuppuin fiwgnpnpGlipp, npnGp - gnipinh G
wGépbGpne wwpwphG YnnibgwG wyn Awiwwmpny ek
«witiGwyG wbn Jwfip Jh £ dwpn dh wlGgqwd whwun dbinGp,

puyg GpwGh np hp wggh wquunyebwG Yp gnfinthy:

PwihG UwpinppnubwG
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By Serouj Aprahamian

The Armenian nation is ap-
proaching a critical juncture in its
historical development. For
perhaps the first time in modern
history, the relationship between
the Diaspora and the Republic of
Armenia has entered a period
marked more by cooperation than
division or crisis. Spurred by
relatively high levels of economic
growth and political stability, the
last several years have seen
unprecedented levels of Diasporan
development projects, investments,
tourism, conferences, cultural
gatherings, and even some re-
patriation to Armenia. On February
26, 2007 the National Assembly of
Armenia passed legislation creating
the opportunity for Armenians
worldwide to become dual citizens.
The enactment of this law has the
potential to be a landmark de-
velopment for Armenia as it moves
into the 21st century. As such, its
adoption deserves careful consi-
deration among those Armenians
it will likely affect, both in the
homeland and in the Diaspora.

The concept of expanding the
opportunity for citizenship to all
Armenians is not a new one. As
far back as June 1920, the
parliament of the First Republic
of Armenia had formally agreed to
grant citizenship to all persons of
Armenian origin, even if they
lived outside of the Republic. This

position was reaffirmed in 1990,
with the adoption of the Third
Republic’s Declaration of Inde-
pendence. In clause four of that
Declaration, it clearly states that
“Armenians of the Diaspora have
the right to Armenian citi-
zenship.” Despite all of this, the
Constitution adopted by the
Armenian government in 1995
explicitly blocked Armenians
from enjoying dual citizenship
and effectively rejected the notion
of incorporating the Diaspora into
the fabric of Armenian life. Thus,
for the first 15 years of the new
Republic, those who did not
renounce their outside citizenship
were prevented from becoming
full-fledged citizens of Armenia.

However, with the passage of
constitutional reforms in 2005,
the ban on dual citizenship was
finally lifted from the Con-
stitution, leaving the matter to a
law formulating the rights and
obligations of dual citizens. Some
of the most contentious issues
requiring deliberation included
taxation duties, military service
requirements, the right to vote,
the right to hold office and
residency obligations. Like the
more than 9o countries around
the world that have successfully
implemented dual citizenship,
these matters were formulated in
accordance with the realities of
Armenia before being adopted as
national legislation.

ONE NATION,
TWO CITIZENSHIPS

As the foremost champion of
dual citizenship in Armenia, the
ARF inarguably took the lead in
initiating the passage of this
legislation. They put the issue on
the top of their domestic agenda;
organized open hearings dis-
cussing the matter, and circulated
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their preliminary proposals of the
draft law to the public (see
www.yerkir.am for the ARF
concept paper on dual citi-
zenship). Their declared aim was
to base the establishment of dual
citizenship on international
norms and to properly balance
both the rights and obligations
afforded to dual citizens. By doing
so, they hoped to genuinely make
Armenia the homeland of all
Armenians and deepen the
engagement of the Diaspora in
Armenia’s development.

Of course, the basic idea of
allowing Armenians to become
citizens of more than one country
has not gone without controversy.

.SPRING.2007.HAYTOUG



Some have raised fears of
Armenia’s sovereignty being
handed over to people living
outside of the country, while
others suggest that many go-
vernments will look negatively
upon Armenians holding dual
loyalties. However, these fears are
often overstated and can be easily
alleviated when taking a balanced
and practical approach to the law
on dual citizenship. For instance,
citizenship will not be granted to
individuals who do not fulfill
stringent obligations to the state
and certain offices—such as the
presidency, National Assembly,
and the Constitutional Court—will
be off limits to dual citizens.
Furthermore, Armenia simply
cannot afford to base its future
on the approval of other
governments, especially if its
actions are in conformity with
international regulations and
practices

Strengthening Armenian
unity through the adoption of dual
citizenship makes particular sense

for Armenia when considering
that it is one of only a few
countries in the world today
where residents are outnumbered
by their brethren living abroad—
only about one-third of all
Armenians actually live in
Armenia. Armenia’s Foreign
Minister, Vartan Oskanian,
stressed this point during his
speech at the Third Armenia-
Diaspora Conference held in
Yerevan this past September.
Referring to the adoption of a law
on dual citizenship, the Minister
stated, “This is essential for the
people and future of Armenia.
Armenians should number not 3
but 5 million, 10 million, or 15 to
20 million in terms of our
potential for cooperation. This is
necessary for us to really confront
our challenges effectively.”
Indeed, in addition to being
an added incentive for re-
patriation, dual citizenship
may prove to be a catalyst for
Armenia’s growing economic
and political advancement.

Vartan Oskanian, Armenian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
speaking at the 2006 Armenia-Diaspora Conference.

gt

Economically, the Diaspora
can play a more dynamic role
in spurring investment
opportunities in Armenia,
facilitating integration into the
world economy, and increasing
both production and con-
sumption within the country.
Politically, dual citizenship can
assist Armenia in maintaining
good relations with countries
containing large Armenian
populations and, by closely
linking state authorities to
Diasporan constituents, in-
creasing the pressure for
adherence to democratic
norms. In turn, for the
Diaspora, accelerating direct
relations with the Republic of
Armenian can help reinforce
national identity and provide
an impetus for the pre-
servation of poorly organized
communities.

On a more symbolic level,
dual citizenship will help
somewhat right the wrongs of
history by 1) restoring the
sense of homeland snatched
away from most by the
Genocide and 2) overcoming
the limitations and stereotypes
imposed on Armenians by 70
years of separation behind the
Soviet  “Iron  Curtain.”
Similarly, dual citizenship can
help tighten the thread
connecting all Armenians
throughout the world by
affirming their shared
commitment to mobilizing on
behalf of the homeland. As a
historically subjected people,
Armenians have long com-
prehended the need for
collective strength. Dual
citizenship will serve as a
tangible path for taking
concrete steps in this needed
direction.
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Asunimaginable as it seems, slavery and bondage still persist in the early 21st century.
Millions of people around the world still suffer in silence in slave-like situations of
forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation from which they cannot free
themselves. Trafficking in persons is one of the greatest human rights challenges of

our time.

“Armenia is a major source and, to a lesser extent, a transit and destination country
for women and girls trafficked for sexual exploitation largely to the United Arab Emirates
(U.A.E.) and Turkey. Traffickers, many of them women, route victims directly into Dubai or
through Moscow. Traffickers also route victims to Turkey through Georgia via bus. Profits
derived fromthe trafficking of Armenian victims reportedly increased dramatically from

the previous year.”

UwpnywihG-wnbinmnipp  (Human
Trafficking) Gpbtingep AwdwofuwpfiwghG wpnh
wfuwnp dp Ybpwonuwd E: UwpnyughG wnbunnipp
qnpdnnniehiGp Yp GowGwyt wuwophGh Ytpwny
Ywd fuwpbpwiniebwdp wnwdwpnng, YhGhpne
nt GpGluwGGpne nwnpnuehilp gputp, quinlp
ownwn btpyhpGtp thnfuwniny
wnnGhy,
w2fuwwnwinp, np opp 18 dwd w2tuwwnbiny dhwyG

«dwfubGnty hppbic
umpniy bt jwd 2wAwgnpdniwd
1 winfup YunwGuy. GniGhuly YwugniehiGGtip tinwd
GG, nip wdhubGbpny w2tuwwmwinpGtipp hptiGg
w2luwnwGppG pwhp sGG quGdwd: GphluwGhpnt
wwpwaqwihG, ghptiGp Yp unhwbG thnpp wwphpkG
GpynhG
dSwnwintpbwli dwulwlygbnt

wuntuGwlbwnt, qhbGninpwlywG

Jwd phppbi
w2fuwwnwinp, unpniyh wEu w2uwwnbine:

- U.S. State Dept Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2006
(www.guvnet.com/humantrafficking/Armenia-2.htm)

U.dtiphywyp State Department-p jwynw-
pwpwd k ek wikG wnwph downwinpuwktu 600,000-LG6
dphGytie 820,000 wnwdwpn, YphG nit bGpbluwy
dwpnyuihG-wnbunniph gnpdnnnuetiwG YEGewnpynthG:
Uyu GptingehG 80 wnynup YphGep nt wnohyGtp GG:
UhGbpp Yp fuwpnithG Yupnwiny, wnbuGbing Yud jubing
untn dwlinignudGlip, snwuwny pLE YGawlph wibh jwe
wwidwGGbpne ywhnp AwGnpwhG nt Yp ywmwupuwGEG
wiu dwlinignudGhpndG:

Ugu wnwqGuwh gnfipniG dEdwdwuGneehiGp
15-32 wmwpblwG GppunwuwpnnifipGep GG, npnGp Yp
pGwyhG wnpwwn GpyppGhpne dke G dhon wkwnpp Yp
qqwl wibkih pwpép YGwpnd niGlignn qnpdtipnt
wwnpwawihG,
dwpnYuwihG-wnbunnipph gnfiipne ddwidwubngehiGp Yp

whpwGwint: QwywuwmwGh

qwnGnithG dwywunwGh AwpwiwghG 2pewGGhpp, nip
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dwpnhy pGunwGhph winwdGpnt Ynndk pwpnuulwG
whAwinp 6Gonwdh nnwly Yp gnGnihG inppwGuipnt wikigh
pwpép YGwpnn qnpdh dp: SwynGwupbpnuwd £ ek
Awy qphinwgh YhGepp,
wnwqGwwhG, YwudnyhG YhGewpynihG, Ywd dowpy
plGunwGhph winwdh Yynndk, Ywd wp dnbphd pGytipng
dp Ynndk, npnlp Yp
funumw GwG wibp
pwpbiptip YeGgwn :
UwpnywihG-
wnbunniph Rwipgp Gkt tra
Qwi-
pwwbwnnipebwiG Ywnw- or
nLawn-

npnGp gqnA Y'tppewG wyu

QwywuwmwGh

JuwpniebtwG
pniphiGp qpwiwd ke
UdtiphYyphwyh State
Department-p jonniwd
up Apwwwpwlybig
wpwmwiwinbiny pE
ZwiywumnwGp ApdGulwG
wnphip dpG £ dwpnlwhG
wnbiinnipp Yuuwnwpbine G
whGAwwnGp hnfuwnpbipnt
nt dwlubkint @nipphnyg,
(Pnwupng, SniGwuwmwGh G
GipnwwywG GpyppGhpne
dko: Lwhbt
GipYuywgwd GG, nip YhGtp NigutphunwGEG nkwh
QwywunwG hnfjuwnpniwd GG dwpnyuhG-wnbunniph

fiwpgtn

fiwdwp: LG QwywunmwGh Yuwnwywpniehlp,
QwiwunmwGEG Ghpu pninpnypG skqnpwgGbipnt
anpdnnniehlGp sk unwGgGwd uwluyG Gywunbih k
pwiwlwG wo2lwnwip wwlubigGhnt
phip:  2002-pG

Intergovernmental Commission on Anti-Trafficking

dwpnuwihG-wnbinmniph

Huma""trafficking refers to the

yrtation of persons |
xploitation, forced
‘other illicit acti

Issues wmbntlywahpp (N mbuwd £, nip Uhwgbuyg
U.ggbtipnt YwqdwybpwnmetwG (United Nations)
wowlygnietiwdp dhGste wyuop Yp qnpdwlyghb
dwpnyuihG-wnbiunniph Awpgtipnyg : vwit UMCOR
(United Methodist Committee On Relief)
YwadwybpwniehiGp Ywy, np 2004-EG uYubwy
oqGniehil gniguwpbpwd
E dwpnwihG-wnbi-
nniph GGpwpyniwod
WwhifAwwmbGbpnt:
UMCOR-p Y'oqlk
whfiwwmGtpniG YpypG
dwpnYuwihG ophGwinp
pGybGpniepbwG  dJdk9
dnGbnt, jwpdwp nt
wWwwnoaw6 qnnd qunGkint
L pd2ywlwG Awpgbipp
UMCOR-p
GuwbL Yp dwpqk dwpnng
Gpyph uvwAdwGGlpp
wwhwwGbkiny btpk-

finqunt:

twl AwGbpnt dwpn-
YwihG-wnbinniph qnpd
ntGEntebwG dwu
Ywaquinn fudpwlyGtip,
npwtugh hpbkilig wpnwn
wwwnhdp unwGuG:
UwpnlwihG-wnbimniph wwophGh
gnponnniehilp Awqwpwinp gnfibp Yp fulk wdkG
wnwnh, npnGp pwpbpwinietwdp uwd YudnyhG
Yp JdnGLGG wu wnwiwnniwd w2luwpfpG dke
Ywpotiing rek wpnhiGwibn whwh puy uwhwyG
AwnmwpwihG Yp unpyphG ek wGyt Gpp 2wwn
ndniwp L:
UwGwG wpniG
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THE CHALLENEGE OF CHOOSING
A NEW PARLIAMENT

Staffwriter

Democratization is not a process that ends with the
adoption of a constitution or the establishment of a
parliament. Itis not an item that you assemble and then
sit back to watch it work. Rather, the struggle for people
to have a meaningful voice in the decisions that shape
their lives is an ongoing process that requires constant
vigilance and engagement on the part of the citizenry.
Even in longstanding democracies such as the United
States, there is always room for improving the quality
of democracy and preventing the very real possibility of
democratic deterioration.

In many ways, Armenia’s upcoming parliamentary
elections will demonstrate
how far along the country
has come in its own
democratic development.
Scheduled for May 12, the
election holds special
significance for several
reasons, not the least of
which is its implications for
the functioning of basic
democratic procedures.
Past elections in Armenia
have been marred by
numerous irregularities

elimination, national security, and the direction of foreign
policy.

In addition, the parliamentary elections will be
followed a year later by elections for Armenia’s next
president. Since President Robert Kocharian is ineligible
to run for another term, executive power is expected to be
properly handed over to a new figure for the first time in
the Republic’s young history. The conduct of the vote in
May is anticipated to be a precursor for the transition in
2008.

Of course, whether or not the elections will be free
and fair depends largely on the willingness of officials to
implement the guidelines
they have set for themselves.
Over recent years, Armenia
has made considerable im-
provements in its electoral
rules and regulations,
aligning them with inter-
nationally accepted stan-
dards of democracy. Yet,
these reforms have often not
translated into consistent
changes in state action.
Corruption, fraud, and the
abuse of power are still

and have fallen short of
international standards.
The elections in May will be
a measure of whether or not the country has made any
progress along this front. As the representative of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation’s (ARF) Supreme
Body, Armen Rustamian, stated this past July, “The
upcoming parliamentary and presidential elections will
be a test to resolve those issues and to find out the
country’s ability to ensure democratic stability.”

Not only will the elections be an opportunity to
gauge the fairness of electoral procedures, they will also
decide the leadership of the country for the next several
years. The recent amendments to the Armenian
Constitution extended the term of deputies to the
National Assembly from four to five years and granted
the parliament considerable power vis-a-vis the
president. As aresult, these new officials will have much
more power and responsibility over such critical matters
as the status of Artsakh, fighting corruption, poverty

present in both the public
and private spheres. What is
needed are not new insti-
tutions but, rather, putting the ones already in place into
practice.

Armenians gathering in
Republic Square on Independence Day.

Platforms or Personalities?

Unfortunately, the majority of Armenian citizens do
not place high hopes in the authorities’ commitment to
the democratic process. In a USAID-funded poll
conducted by the Gallup Organization last August, around
70% of Armenians felt the next parliamentary elections
would not be free and fair. Similar polls and surveys
demonstrate a deep-seated cynicism among Armenians
toward their political system and a widespread distrust of
political actors. Much of this sentiment stems from the
above-mentioned divide between formal political rules
and informal practices.

Alook at the political landscape in Armenia also sheds
light on why so many people hold a negative view toward
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the political process. For instance, one of the most glaring
flaws in Armenia’s democracy is the virtual absence of
genuine political parties with actual platforms, principles
and means for citizens to participate on a grassroots level.
Instead, what we see are a host of parties dominated by
specific individuals. Whether it is an oligarch like Gagik
Tsarukian and his newly formed Bargavaj Hayastan
(Prosperous Armenia) Party or an opportunist like Arthur
Baghdasarian and his Orinats Yerkir (Country of Law)
Party, or even a true champion for reform like Raffi
Hovannisian and his Heritage Party, almost every political
party in Armenia is focused upon one distinct individual
who is seen as the “leader” others are simply meant to
follow. As a recent OSCE report

pointed out, “Political parties in

Armenia appear to be based on “O N E OF TH E l\/] O ST people. I would like to see the

personalities rather than on

platforms or social constit- G LAR' NG FLAWS |N true image of the nation.

uencies.”

This lack of platform and ARM E[\”A’S DEMOCRACY extremely beautiful, but the

agenda on the behalf of political

parties is obviously reflected in | S T H E \/l RT U Al_ A B - This consistent stance held by

the campaigning for par-

liament seats. On the one SENCE OF GENU”\IE PO— why it is one of the few political

hand, you have political parties

using their wealth and access to LlT'CAl_ PARTlES WlTH widespread respect and appre-
Mile on the oer nand you  ACTUAL  PLATFORMS,  Tnteed. inthe came 2006 Gelug
e e onmen s PRINCIPLES AND MEANS — Zohyireabs et
Netthersidonasmuehtosyin  TOR CITIZENS TO PAR-  feients. This s n vontias

the way of policy prescriptions TlClPATE ON A GRASS_ to other parties such as the

or a vision for the future. They

simply come before the people RO OTS LE\/E L.” ruling Hanrapetutyun (Republic)

and promise to make things

better if only they were put into

power. Actual proposals, priorities, and overall content
are sorely lacking.

In this regard, the ARF stands out as one of the only
significant parties in Armenia that is actually guided, not
by aleader or famous individual, but by a political platform
and ideology. This platform stands for such things as self-
determination for Artsakh, strengthening the domestic
rule of law, initiating a serious struggle against corruption,
ensuring that the benefits of economic growth reach the
entire society, unification of the Armenian nation,
international recognition of the Armenian Genocide, and
the strengthening of democratic institutions. As such, the
ARF has consistently championed genuine democratic
initiatives while resisting senseless outbursts of anger and
attempts to imitate the so-called “color” revolutions of
neighboring countries. It has been at the forefront of

efforts to make concrete improvements in the Election
Code and reform democratic institutions to meet
European standards.

ARF leaders have called on all political forces to
contribute to the country’s democratic process by strictly
adhering to electoral regulations in the upcoming
parliamentary elections. This is important not only for
the sake of democratic legitimacy in Armenia, but also
because the country can only move forward when it has
leaders that reflect the will of the population. This
sentiment was expressed by ARF Bureau representative,
Hrant Markarian, in a 2006 interview with the Iravounk
newspaper, when he stated, “”’T would like to see a new

National Assembly elected in
2007 that reflects the will of our

National Assembly reflecting the
Perhaps that image won’t be
truth is what’s important.”

the ARF may be one of the reasons

parties in Armenia that enjoys

opposition People’s party and the

Party which are described in
mostly negative terms.
Nevertheless, expressing such views alone will not be
enough to guarantee democratic progress in Armenia. The
upcoming parliamentary elections will mark an important
turning point in the country’s future and it is time that people
put their votes where there conscience lies. People simply
cannot afford to sell their rights to the highest bidder or wait
for some leader to guide them to a better future. The public
must reject such undemocratic tendencies and mobilize
around political forces which share their values and
principles. Furthermore, they must hold their leaders
accountable and demand that they implement the rules they
themselves have crafted and approved. Only when
democracy is guaranteed by a mobilized citizenry can it
become meaningful in any society. In all of these respects,
the upcoming parliamentary elections are sure to test the
progress of democracy in Armenia.
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THE

Rule of Law
Party
OphGwg Gplyhp

Founded in 1998 by Arthur Baghdasaryan
(pictured above)

Pro-Western, Centrist

It won 12.3% of the vote in the 2003
elections, gaining 19 seats in parliament.

It was made to leave the ruling coalition in
2006 after Baghdasarian diverged repeatedly
from the coalition’s position on critical
foreign and domestic policy issues. The
latter is known for his close ties to Western
governments such as the U.S. and France.

Republican Party of

Armenia (HHK)

QuwywumnwGh LwlpwwybnwlwG
UniuwlgniehiG

Founded in 1990
Conservative
Received 23.5% of vote in 2003, winning 31 seats in parliament

Originally, the party proclaimed to follow the nationalist teachings
of Karekin Njdeh and had their roots in the anti-Soviet National
Unity Party. However, over recent years, they have become the
main ruling party and there existence is increasingly dependent
on their grip over power. With the recent election of Defense
Minister Serge Sargsyan (pictured above) to a senior leadership
position in the HHK’s board, their reputation as Armenia’s “party
of power” has only solidified.

POLITICAL
SCer"“'ﬁ

IN
ARMENIA

N

Armenian

Revolutionary

Federation (ARF)
2wy BbnwipnfuwlwG
hwolwlgniehl

Founded in 1890 by Kristapor Mikaelian,
Stepan Zorian, and Simon Zavarian

Nationalist, Socialist, Democratic

Itis recognized as a main party in Armenia
with a substantial following in both the
homeland and diaspora.

It won 11.5% in the 2003 elections, gaining
11 seats in the parliament.

It decided to join the ruling coalition and
took responsibility over the Ministry of
Agriculture, Labor, and Health. With the
departure of Orinats Yerkir from the ruling
coalition, the ARF also took over the
Ministry of Education.
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National Unity

Party (UMB) Justice Alliance
UqquihG Upnwpnehil
UhwpwGnieheG ;

Founded in 1997 by the former Communist

Mayor of Yerevan, Artashes Geghamyan o . ) i ”
(pictured above) A coalition of several opposition parties assembled

in the run-up to the 2003 parliamentary elections.

Conservative . . .. . .
‘Won 13.6% of vote in 2003, gaining 14 seats in parliament

(%) £ 1 3 3
Won 8.8% of the vote in the 2003 elections Itis led by Stepan Demrichyan (pictured above), the
son of the former Speaker of the Parliament and head
of the People’s Party of Armenia, who was
assassinated in 1999.

It continues to be spearheaded by Atrashes
Geghamyan.

They are the largest opposition force in parliament
but they are facing internal disagreements and a
decline in activities over recent months.

The parties making up the coalition have signaled
that they will contest the upcoming elections
individually or as part of other alliances.

Prosperous

Armenia (BH)
Fwpquywt LwywunwG

' Heritage Party
dwnwignientG
UnwuwygniehiG

Founded in 2006
Pro-government

Led by Armenian tycoon Gagik “Dodi Gago”
Tsarukyan (pictured above)
Founded in 2002 Using his millions in fortune, Tsarukian has
established an extended party network in all
regions of the country, with a reported 500

It did not run in the 2003 parliamentary offices and 370,000 members.
elections.

Liberal, Democratic

) Tsarukyan’s main method of gathering support
Led by the U.S-born former Foreign has been “charitable activity”, criticized by many

Minister turned opposition leader, Raffi - Lo e .
. L E for early campaigning, bribing and vote-buying.
Hovannisian (pictured above). e S
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ULy Bng

8nypy Fwlinpwl

UpnkG 1060 pnwywGG £ G nbin 8nGtpp ppbiGg
wepp nGywd GG utp GytntghpG ypwy: UGnGp Yp owiGwG
étinp dqb| Lwyng AwpuunnuehiGGipp dwGwiwGn lwshy
~. UGtgh Ywennhynuh JwpubwGtiEG Gunp, 3nGbpp
owwn 6hg Yp pwihtG Gnp Ywennhynuh pGupnipkwG
nkd Gybine: b7Gy (we optin EpG, Gpp PwgpuwnniGbwGg
winfidp Yhotukbp GytinbghGipniG G JuiGptipniG: GytnbGghG
wwhwwGbine dhwy dtip whwh pwnp YuennhynupG
EodhwdhGEG Upu Yuwd
Unewdwn thnfuwnpnihip,
puwh wwluwihG phy pL 2wwn
wyilwnbin fuwnwnniepG Yp

wppkp:  UgGwbin  Yyp
quiGnitp Upup pwquinp
Fwapyp: Fwahplyh

dhowdnniebwdp 3nyGhpp
ytpowwku Y'pGnniGhG
ghehr: ‘unp Ywennhynu
U'pGuwpnih bt Swqpy
pwqwinpp  uwhidwGGEpnlG
uke Yp vGwy: LwnwpuywG
wy GGonudGpne e Upup
pwgwinpniebwb wiywintbniebwl wwwniwnny,
(PwpewnGtipniG  wpowiwGpGpkG thwhusking® Pwputin
Uwpennhynup Yp Awunwunnth Uwdwlnup JuiphG dky,
npp 2hGnuwd Ep (knpkGh Yynndk: (enpkG UGhp
FwagpuwnniGh pwgwinplbpnG waqwygniebGEG, wpntG
huy ApdGwd Ep Upihypngy Ldwy p2luwGuwtiningehiGp:
Uguwhuny® Qwing Yuennhynup Yp udGwy UYhihyny

uwhfdwGGepnG Jkp, qiuwinpwpwpt Uwpwg, 12pn
nwpnt uygpGuinpnetiGEG dhGstie 15pn nuin: Uy fuoupny*
Ywennhynuniehilp E9dhwdhGEG wyhwnp AnwGwnp down
540 wwppGbp (901-1441):

1375-pG Upjpypny pwquinpniehiip Ybpswwktu
lignuwd tny Upu pwnwpp Gohwwnwgh holuwbnietiulg
Ghppbi hGYwd Ep, LinG 2. pwgqwinp gbiph nwpnuwd
Ep puy 1377EG 1432h dhobie ybg YwennhynuGtp Usennp
hpwnpuk
EnG™ pipwpwGshipp hp
Guipunpnp  uwwGGhl nwiny :

wh2nmwywd

Swpptip dhwpwbniehiGGlp
wiu pwnup GYuwnbiny Yyp
thnpdtG 8nyGtipnt GdwG
AwgqulywtG GYtintghG éni by
G pp quiGdGpniG inhpwiGuy 2
Uwpdtu ek Uuwnniwd
nbuGbind wu wnbunwiph
ypGwlp  nplhwd  Ep
8nYAwGGEu NpnunGtgh,
Uwnwphw A pphdtgh b
Snhanp Swpbiugh
JuwpnwuwbinGhipp npnGg  wowlybpunGlipp wywGwnbu
prwiny wqquihG Gytintiging NnptippwlwG YhGwyhG
Y'npnotiG nwpdwG Jdp quGhp: WGnGp Y'npnobG
Ywennhynup Upnnp JbGpwnwpdGlp BodhwdhG,
npny b EodhwdhGh opswlp Awdbdwwmwpwn wikip
fuwnwn yphgwy dp niGkp wwpuuwywb gwguinpnipbiviG
wgnbgniptwG wwly pwG Upup i Uwpwop

Lodhwoht, wywuwnw
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GohwwnwywG wmppwwbnnyebiwG wnwy: @EL Yaydwing ,
Gphgnp Unwwpkqbwbg Ywennpynu 1441-p UwighupG
U'pGnniGh YuwennpynuwpwGh thnfuwnpnietwG
qwnwthwpp: Pwnuwdn] YwennhynuGtipnt yuwnGwnny
Gphgnp Quiwipkqbwl- wpwnwnnt wppbwhuynwynup
hGpqhGp Yp fingwyk B9dhwdhGh tytintiging Ywrennhynu,
huy Qwpwphw Unewdwpwy Yuennhynup hp inhnnnup
yp wwht G Yp YbpwnwnGwy dwG: Uguwhuny
EodhwohGh ke qunGninn Usu Gnp 2powiGh winwohG
Yuennhlnup Ypywy Sphanp Quipwipkabuwt (1443),
huly wnwshG Uhuh-Uhthyhny Yuiennhynup Ywpwwtn
Ginnyhwgh (1446):

LuwGbpnpn nwpnt ulphgpph wnbwnGbpniG
wjwwnGuinny,, Upihyhny etidp Uhihthng GnyG GwhwnwgnhG
fiwuwr: Ugu dEyp nbuGbing Uwhwy R. Ywennhynu
NwwwitwG Uniphng dke nmwpwaghpGtipniG i Yp dGuy
i ghptilp wwywhind Yp wwhkt: 1929nG wunp ypwy Yp
fiwuGh Gpnwuwnbdh wwwnphwpp Gnpot bnipbwG Uwhiwy
R.ph 2GnpAbkiny hp RpHUNG
wwwlwbnn Qwikwp,
Twdwuynup, NEgppneen,
UhwpnuG nt U\Gunpnpp hpbliGg
YuinwoGhipny :

1939pG Dpwluwlwb
gqnppbipnitG pwonibntG
Ywpag dp
Awywplwly pwnwpGbpkG
hGswku UwGGwp bt
U.Gwhnp, utd phiny Lwy
qunpewywbGtp pbiny
hptGg nniGhipp
unmhwnitigwG Awu-
wmwwnih] Unipphny Gt LhpwGwGh dEo:
ywpnnhynu Uwhwly RA. b
UwpwunGbwG qunpewlwGGtpniG hptGg nnGbpp Yp

wywwnwnny ,

Uhihyhny
Gwnpp MNbGwpnu

pwGwG Bt Yp wwuwmuwwpbG qubnlGp: Uguwyhuny
EodhwdhGph Gu Uphyhny phdbpp Yp gnuunbihG bt
wiGniwdbGuiGpht dwiipp Y'niGEGwG Gpynt

Ywpennhynulbp:

LuwGGbpnpn. nwpne YhunG dwy Gytinbging dwupG
Gnp wpdwowGp udp uluwe wnwpwdnh, pE uthhinph
dwy GybnbghG pwnwpwlwG fwpgbpnt dwu Yp Yuquok
tL pLt Ywnpg dp tytintigwywGGbp Yp YnndGuyghG G Yp
pwowbkptG Ywpg dp YnwwwygniehiGGhp: Uguon
U.dtiphywigh tiwipwidphG (ngu inbuGnn pwwn dp  phippebp
wyu Awpgp dtdtny hptiGg wwpniunp Y'wwwhing GG :

QwiywlywG tytintghG wqquyhG Lytinkgh £
AuguyuiiyuGiwG wtuwwnwlpp hp wdkGEG wnwlwAtinge:
GuwinwyGepEG viyG E: NbinGn. Gplig e Uypunhy fuphutwG
npn2 YnwwhgwlywG wwnbwiGtijhnyehtG sniGERG ny dhuG
npnyftinbe wylG dwdwbwy AwguyuG YnwuwygnyehiGGlin
anyniehtG  sniGEpG  pwyg  qniniphiG niGep
fiwntiGuuppnueiGp : Uyuwhuny Uhihyhng etidp widtG dhong
oquwagnpdtig ghinwuwwinipbtwl AGnbGLiwGpny
qunelwibtipnG  otwtubtpn wwwhnybint, GnGhuy Gpekt
wtwp Ep qnpowlygh; pwnwpwywl YnuwygnyetwG dp
fibwn: GiL whw GnpkG wlnpkG PwlonitGhGhpnt
nGywywnpniptiwdp  Yp
winwowlwy gk wdpnfup
gnnwiny pk 2wy 8tnw-
thnfuwywiG ThwoGwygnyehiGp
Qwyng kytinkghG Gpyniph
unngwd E£: QGuwgk’p bt
Ywpnwgt’p, unpytigtp G
unpybtignigt’p, npnyYfiiintie
sowwnbipp pwG s6GG qhunbip:
UpntG huly wn dtyp pr ywyn
Glwe Gpp qpunwpwGEG
dtinpu winp wnptiwhuynunu
OpdwGhwGh «&wying
BYtintighGy G huyniG Yunpdtu
funpApnwGhoopkG qhppp Gpynt dwuph pwdGnigu,
wnwphGtipnt pGewgphG pp wnwGdGnyetGEG ndqnAting :

UGehhwu, LhpwGuG

UyGpwlG wwnbG np skGp Ywpnwnp dtp dnnndnipnp  dbp
ahppbtipniG wku pwdwG-puwdwiG wyhwnh pug:

UhptihGb'p, AwgquywG GytntghG Jdky k& hGywku
Upwpwwh umnpnunp pkynig Gpynt ququpe
nGGGuwy:
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A LAW FOR PEACE:

WHY THE FRENCH LAW
AGAINST THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE IS SO CRUCIAL

By Jules Boyadjian
FRA Nor Seround (AYF France)
On October 12, 2006,
the French National
Assembly adopted a law
proposed by the
Socialist party, which
would penalize the
denial of Armenian
Genocide. The
legislation was modeled
after a similar law
dealing with Holocaust
Denial, known as the
Gayssot Law, adopted in 1990.
In the United States, where the
first amendment and free speech
are considered sacred, this
initiative may be considered
controversial. In reality, the law
is essential to ensuring a
fundamental respect for the
principles of democracy for all
republics.

Recognition of Armenian
Genocide and Punishment
of Denial

On January 29, 2001, French
lawmakers adopted a simple yet
powerful law stating: “France
publicly recognizes the
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Armenian Genocide
of 1915.” While officially placing
France amongst the leading
democracies, which speak clearly
regarding this crime against
humanity, the law did not address
the fundamental issue of
Armenian Genocide denial. In
other words, French law would
still allow for anyone to deny the
Armenian Genocide with
impunity. A new law would have
to be drafted to turn a strictly
formal interpretation of historic
fact into an effective tool to end
Armenian Genocide denial.

The need for such a law
became apparent by 2006,
when a series of incidents —
amazingly violent in
nature — threatened to
endanger civic peace in
France. Armenian
Genocide monuments
were vandalized in
Lyon, Chaville and
Marseille. French
citizens were attacked as
they were participating in
peaceful commemo-rations
of the Armenian Genocide.
Genocide deniers even held
demonstrations — legal and
illegal — openly protesting
French recognition of this crime
against humanity. The French
Socialist party, working
closely with the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation, the
AYF France and its sister
organizations, understood the
urgency of the situation and
refused to tolerate the violence
emanating from genocide denial.
In May, 2006, the French
Socialist party introduced
legislation which would make
Armenian genocide denial a



punishable offense. Turkish
Government officials im-
mediately began threatening
French government officials,
enlisting the assistance of
French President Jacques
Chirac, Foreign Minister
Phillipe Douste-Blazy and
National Assembly Chairman
Jean-Louis Debre in derailing
the measure. Despite nation-
wide advocacy by the
Armenian Revolutionary
Federation and community
members across France, the
measure was temporarily
tabled. By Fall of 2006, the
French Armenian activists and
the Socialist Party were
successful in placing the anti-
genocide denial legislation
back on the National Assembly
agenda, and on October 12th
the bill was adopted by an
overwhelming margin, with
support from all political

parties.
To become law, the leg-
islation must next be

considered by the French
Senate and signed by the
President. The Socialist
party is prepared to present
the resolution in the Senate,
although the timing will
depend on a combination of
factors, including French
Presidential elections in
May, 2007 and the
subsequent parliamentary
election in June. Turkish
Government pressure will
continue throughout the
process.

Free Speech and Genocide
Denial

The French law against
Armenian Genocide denial is
contested by some who consider
it a violation of free speech.
Freedom of speech is
guaranteed under French law.
However, the French
constitution clearly states that

“THE LAW WAS
CREATED TO
ENSURE  THAT
EVERYONE IN
SOCIETY CAN
LIVE PEACE-
FULLY, WITH
THEIR  RIGHTS
RESPECTED.”

all laws must uphold
fundamental human dignity and
equality. Assuch, antisemitism,
racist speech and homophobia —
each curtailing some aspect of
free speech, if taken literally —
are punishable under French
law. Laws against Holocaust
and Armenian Genocide denial
are adopted for the same
reasons.

Certain freedoms need to be
limited to protect society and for
efficiency. The law was created
to ensure that everyone in
society can live peacefully, with

their rights respected. Democracy
doesn’t guarantee total freedom if
ones actions infringe upon the
rights of others. Hatred and
intolerance are the foundations of
prejudice in society — a sickness
which can spread and escalate if
hate speech is not checked.

Genocide is a legal concept as
defined by the Convention for the
Prevention and Punishment of
Genocide in 1948. Denial is the
final stage of genocide, which
perpetuates this act through its
refusal to acknowledge historical
truth, by introducing an “artificial
amnesia” about this crime. As
such, denial cannot simply be
classified as an opinion about one
historical event or another. It
contributes to the ongoing
development of the genocide by
intentionally minimizing the
magnitude of the genocidal act,
and as such cannot be considered
a benign opinion. Denial of a
confirmed genocide, by definition,
should be penalized like any other
crime — otherwise, the genocide
continues.

The anti-Armenian Geno-
cide denial law is designed to
protect human dignity, not restrict
free speech, The Gayssot Law
against Holocaust denial is proof
of this. Since its adoption in 1990,
the Gayssot law has not restricted
Holocaust research, as opponents
predicted. It did however, limit
hate speech by the extreme right
attempting to foment intolerance
in French society. The anti-
Armenian Genocide denial law
must do the same.
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AMBASSADOR

OF

SHAME

By Shant Taslakian

As the crowd looked at him
with utter disbelief, he confidently
repeated again, “I will today call it
the Armenian Genocide.”

As the now former U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia, John M.
Evans, met with Armenian-
American community, civic, and
student organizations in February,
2005, he repeated this same
message, no longer playing what
leading genocide scholar
Samantha Powers has called the
“G-word jig”: the U.S. Department
of State’s constant struggle to
avoid properly characterizing one
of the most horrific crimes against
humanity as genocide.

Evans, who is both a seasoned
Foreign Service officer and
accomplished scholar, had done
his own research and concluded
that the events of 1914-1923
should be characterized as
genocide. He went on to explain
that he had also consulted with a
State Department lawyer who
confirmed that the events of 1915
were “genocide by definition.”

Many wondered if this
statement marked the welcome
beginnings of a change in the

Department of State’s
morally bankrupt policy.
However, just days after
the end of his U.S. tour,
these courageous words of
honesty—-properly
respecting the history of
the Armenian nation-—
would illustrate the extent to which
the White House and the State
Department are willing to go to
appease Ankara.

Later that year, the American
Foreign Service Association (AFSA),
decided to honor Ambassador Evans
with the “Christian A. Herter
Award” for his intelligent and
creative diplomatic efforts.
According the AFSA, the purpose of
the award is to “encourage Foreign
Service career employees to speak
out frankly and honestly.” Sadly,
AFSA withdrew its award following
pressure from “very serious people
from the State Department” just
days before Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan traveled to
Washington, D.C., according to
Washington Post staff writer Glenn
Kessler. To add further insult to
injury, the Ambassador’s efforts to
speak the truth about this crime
against humanity would not only
lead to his removal from his post,

but also end
his career in the Foreign Service.

Despite repeated inquiries and
requests by Senate and House
Members, the media (Los Angeles
Times included) and the Armenian
American community, questions
surrounding the firing of Amb. Evans
remained unanswered. Further, the
Bush Administration nominated
Richard Hoagland not once, but twice
as the next U.S. ambassador to
Armenia, despite vehement opposition
from both the Armenian-American
community and members of Congress.
This opposition emerged due to
Hoagland’s blatant denial of the
Armenian Genocide and his
characterization of it as simply an
“allegation.”

On September 8, 2006 ANCA
Chairman Ken Hachikian stated that
“Very simply, a genocide denier cannot
effectively promote U.S. interests or
American values in Armenia - a
country that rose from the ashes of
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Turkey’s genocidal campaign.” He
added that, “confirming an Ambassador
to Armenia who denies the Armenian
Genocide would dramatically
undermine U.S. diplomacy in Armenia
and mark a major retreat from our
nation’s noble commitment to genocide
prevention.” Imagine for a moment that
the U.S. Ambassador to Israel did not
properly characterize the Holocaust. If
the Bush Administration continues this
brash display of disrespect towards
Armenia’s history, it will no doubt be a
step backwards in U.S.-Armenia
relations. It is for this reason that
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ) has
placed a “hold” — effectively blocking
the Hoagland nomination.

When a Senator places a “hold” on
an ambassadorial nominee, a
confirmation vote can take place only if
the “hold” is removed. Senator
Menendez’s “hold” was a clear
statement to the White House and State
Department that our country’s
continued involvement in genocide
denial is a cause of great alarm and will
no longer be tolerated.

The Armenian-American
community’s principled stance against
the nomination of Richard Hoagland,
led by the efforts of the Armenian
National Committee of America
(ANCA), has been an effective roadblock
to the Bush administration’s political
agenda of capitulating to Turkish
genocide denial. We currently face a
unique opportunity to influence the
proper development of U.S.-Armenia
relations and ensure that the U.S.
speaks with moral clarity when it comes
to condemning all genocides, including
the Armenian Genocide.

Armenian Americans have a pivotal
role to play in this process. A simple letter,
phone call, or web-fax to your Senators
and Representative — in support of
pending Armenian Genocide legislation
(H.Res.106) and against the Hoagland
nomination will fuel the effort to continue
this battle and create positive change, in
the effort to reclaim the moral high-
ground against genocide. Visit
www.anca.org for more information.
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BADANEGAN

Obwpniwp wduntG, wnwehG Jwpwewybpep, tu
NMwuwwGhwGh &ddbnniwy  pwGwlynidhG
dwuGwlgbigwy:  Ugn btpbp opbtipnt pGrwgphG,
dtGp unpniigwGp wy hwnp dwupG: Vwbe Gnp
pGYbGpGEpn dwlopwgwy G 2w nipwiu dwdwlwy
wlgnigh:  UWJEG op wwppbp pwGbkp pphGp:
Gpypnpn. Opp wdkGEG nipwju opu Ep npnyAbinbe
pninpu 6n dwqgbigwGp:  Uyn hppynG, dbkGp
fupwjubwilp niGhgwlp: dbpohG opp, Gu 2wwn
inignitigwy, npnyftintic 2wun whuinp YupownGugh
Gnp pGybinpGepniu, G ww Awgyuywb debninpinpG:
Uy pwGwlynwdip YewGpphu dke yjwunndy wbkn Up
whwp gpuik:
LGyapnihp Lprup SpongbwG
Utipnp Uinphin nipuin

Finally! We got to camp! My mom had always told me coming to A.Y.F.
Camp is like coming home, I finally understood what she had meant.
The familiar camp grounds were calling my name. We got split into our
cabins and settled for the night. The next morning it was time for our
exercises. Ungers Hrag and Hratch lead the exercises. After our
“ganches” and breakfast, we had our first educational about Hye Tad.
Hiking and dinner were followed by the talent show. Then it was time
for my favorite part of camp, singing revolutionary songs. Some of our
A.Y.F. Ungers came up to join us. That night it was hard for me to go to
sleep. I had learned so much, met new friends, and experienced another
amazing weekend at camp. It means so much to me to be a badanee, to
learn about my country, our fedayees and now our Hye Tad. I hope that
one day when I'm older I can
be a director like Unger Garo
and to give back and teach the
next generation.

Ungerouhi Alique Cherchian
10 years old
OC Aghpiur Serop Chapter
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Winter Seminar was a wonderful experience that I
believe every Armenian youth should engage in. All
ARF Badanegan Western Region chapters from
Southern California met at AYF Camp Big Pines for a
great, fun, and educational weekend. It was a time for
being with fellow Ungers, meeting new Ungers,
learning more about Hye Tad, and just having a good
time. We had a couple of great Ungers give
educationals; one of them was Unger Ara
Mugurditchian who spoke about the Armenian armed
struggle (Zeenyal Baykar) and brought up the issue
about Hrant Dink. Our second guest speaker was
Unger Steve Dedeian who brought up the issue about
the Armenian Genocide and the importance of Hye
Tad. We also had a discussion where we brought up
important issues concerning Badanegan transfers to
AYF and why there is a drop in transfer rates and what
we should do about it. Hiking to the snow field was a
great chance for everyone to get to know one another
and make new friends. Personally, my favorite part of
camp was the talent show; I was a little nervous at
first, but once it was over and we won 1st place I felt
glad that I had an amazing cabin full of wonderful
girls that I spent a weekend with. The most I learned
was that Hye Tad really is the future and we should
concentrate more on that and always try our best in
working with the major governments of the world
while dedicating a lot of our time in helping our
Armenian society and cause. Seminar was a great
opportunity that brought all Badanegan Ungers
together so they may further the Armenian cause in
the future and continue the struggle. After all, the
youth of a people determines the future of a people.

Ungerouhi Taleen Badawi
16 years old
Montebello “Vahan Cardashian” Chapter
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AYEF 2007
S/ AREFIR CAWRF

REGISTER EARLY1! SPACE IS LIMITED.
NO APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 1, 2007.

WEEK T July8-15
WEEK Z July 15 -22
WEEK Z July 22 - 29
WEEK 4+ July 29 - August 5
WEEK 5 August5- 12
WEEK é  August 12 - 19

T-SHIRT CONTEST

WIN A FREE WEEK AT CAMFP

This year, AYF Summer Camp is havng & contesl 10 see
which camper can design the most creative 2007 AYF
Summer Camp t-shirt. The winper of the conest will hae
their design on all the AYF

Summer Camp 2007 t-shins

and receie a free week at P

&F Camp during the week of 'i'_ -

e choice, The winner will

be refunded thelr payment ~'h

when the winning design is

chosen, so please sand your

payment with the camper application to ensure reglstra-
tiom for your preferred week.

Subemissbon Guidelines:

1. The design mash hawe S0F Camp 2007 and “Esl, 19777
2. The design must be appropnate for camp.

2 The design must be maled befare May 21, 2007

Plesas Mail T-Shart Compesition Entries To:
AYF SUMMER CAMP
104 M. Belmont, Suite 203
Glandale, CA 91206

Wisit owr website to learn more about being a camper or 8 counselor at AYF Camp.

W.A?ECMP.WE

{8€E) 775-AvFC 7 [B1E) 242-7404
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fast [fast, fahst] —verb
1. to abstain from all food.

=

i

remembrance [ri-mem-bruhns]-noun
1. an act of recalling to mind

2. the ability to remember: memory

By Vatche Soghomonian

The “Fast for Remembrance” was a five-day, water-only
fast organized by the Armenian Youth Federation (AYF) in
coordination with the United Human Rights Council (UHRC).
As the idea for the event was made public, it drew its share of
skepticism: “Why,” “What’s the point,” “What’s this going to
accomplish?” Many people assumed the AYF to be crazy to
ask its members to subject themselves to such punishment.
The harsh reality of the situation was that these people would
completely deprive themselves by refusing the bare necessity
of food for five days.

In the beginning, nineteen young activists signed up for
the Fast, most of which were college and university students
with full or part-time jobs. Besides sacrificing food, they left
their work and their school to participate. The Fast began in
front of the Turkish Consulate in Los Angeles on January 2"
with the clear, humble, yet, ambitious purpose of raising
awareness to the public to help promote an end to the cycle
of genocide. The intent was to educate as many people as
possible not only about the Armenian Genocide, but about
genocides that have occurred and continue to occur
throughout the world (as is the case in the Darfur region of
Sudan). It was meant to inform people about the steps they
can take to end this vicious cycle.
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So why choose to starve in front of a building, filled with
people who don’t want us to be there and who despise our
message? It would have been just as simple to demonstrate
and go home feeling good about ourselves. So why fast?

The answer is simple. How often do you turn down
people trying to give you a piece of paper, or stop you on the
street trying to talk to you? College students, think about this
for a second: in school, almost everyday, in every corner,
someone is passing out a piece of paper and when they try to
hand it to you, chances are you say “no thank you” or simply
pretend like you can’t even see them. It might have been easy
to overlook us the first day or even the second day. But once
people realized what this group of young activists was doing,
they were compelled to hear us out. When people took the
time to look down and see a group huddled on the sidewalk
in blankets with a small dry-erase board which read, “NO
FOOD: Day 3,” they understood our urgency and our
determination. This fast was a microphone held up to our
faint voices giving us the ability to be heard stronger and
louder. This was a means to show the government of Turkey,
the Armenian community and, especially, ourselves that the
struggle against genocide denial is not a struggle limited to
the month of April—rather it is a year-round effort.



Every day on the street in front of the consulate brought
its own hardship and adversity. Sometimes it was cold,
sometimes wet, sometimes tiresome, but it was never lonely.
Our days were spent passing out flyers, talking to passers-
by, media and telling stories amongst ourselves. Our nights
were spent with selfless individuals who came to support, to
provide supplies and to watch over us as we slept. The first
day started off strong and drew media coverage from four
different news networks (FOX, CBS, ABC, KCAL). In the
middle of the night, however, the building security woke us
up (presumably to try to break our spirits) and made us move
four feet from where we were, further onto the sidewalk.
There was the third day, which was forecast to rain. With no
shelter we scrambled to build make-shift tents out of trash
bags that we had. Later, supporters brought us two large tents
tosleepin, in case of rain. The winds that night were so strong
they actually blew down one of the tents. Following a rough
night, the fourth day brought some welcome sunshine. On
this day we carried on our normal flyer distribution and
conversations. We also attempted to hand deliver a letter to
the Turkish Consul General, only to be thrown out of the
building by his State Department attaché.

Later, to our dismay we watched as two people came
down and sat 5 feet in front of us, only to begin devouring a
hot meal. Once the astonishment wore off we realized they
were there maliciously, to mock us. Avoiding any hasty
action, a few fasters calmly decided to talk to them. As it turns
out, they had a completely misguided conception of what we
were doing. Once we began talking to them about the
Armenian Genocide and our struggle against its denial, they
quickly realized their mistake, packed up their food and
apologized sincerely for their mean-spirited actions. They
even came to our rally on the next day carrying home-made
signs that read, “Honor Armenia’s 1.5 Million Dead” and
“Turkey, Acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.”

In the late hours of the fourth
night we got a visit from Nersig
Ispirian. He did an amazing job
bolstering our weary spirits with
some great patriotic songs, taking
our minds off the pangs of
hunger. That night everyone went
to sleep knowing that the coming
day would be our last on Wilshire
Boulevard. We woke up early the
next morning with an extra boost
of energy and set up for our press
conference. Flanked by various
political officials and Ghazaros
Kademian, an Armenian Ge-
nocide survivor, the AYF once
again proclaimed its message to
multiple news channels. Later
that day we held a rally to mark
the end of the Fast. With over 300
supporters who attended we
marked not only the end of along
five days, but we also marked
Armenian Christmas: a truly
symbolic show of our faith
against tremendous adversity.

The above was a very elementary description of those
five days. It is not so much the description of what
transpired that is important, it is the message that was
portrayed. Armenian youth and the Armenian community
came together to show their collective will to continue the
fight against genocide denial and end the global cycle of
genocide. Those that supported this mission are the real
heroes; whether they visited for one second or came every
day, whether they brought us supplies or sent us emails. It
is the people who stood behind this action that are truly
commendable. As AYF members, this fast was our duty,
our obligation. We are sworn to use any available means
to furthering our cause. But this was not something that
was done or is done by one small group. This is our struggle
as Armenians and we must carry it on until its rightful
conclusion.

Armenian activists participating in the
“Fast for Rememberance”
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BOOK REVIEW

The Armenians: From Kings and Priests to Merchants and Commissars
by Razmik Panossian

Columbia University Press, $40

ISBN# 0231139268

By Serouj Aprahamian

What constitutes the key elements of Armenian identity? How did these
elements emerge and how were they affected by larger economic and political
developments? Are traditional theories on the origins of nationalism
applicable to the Armenian case? Is there a significant relationship between
modern Armenian national identity and ancient traditions?

These are some of the questions explored in Razmik Panossian’s The
Armenians: From Kings and Priests to Merchants and Commissars. In
RAZMIK PANOSSIAN what reads like a concise history of the Armenian nation, Panossian traces
the development of Armenian nationalism up to the Arstakh liberation
struggle and argues it is a modern political construct with pre-modern socio-
cultural roots. Within his analysis there are several interesting observations and common patterns which seem to
emerge throughout Armenian history.

As a diasporan people spread out across the globe, one of the striking themes is that Armenians have, for a
long time, lived with differences in geography, culture, and local habits. Yet, despite these differences, they have
succeeded in maintaining their national identity through a strong personal sense of belonging to the same ethnic
community. For instance, Panossian points out how in the 19" century, Armenians living under the Ottoman
Empire differed in many respects from their Russian-speaking brethren living under the Tsar. However, both
sides accepted each other as part of the same commonality, even in the midst of weak contacts and bonds. Similarly,
today, we see that despite the differences in dialect, cultural norms, and 70 years of separation behind the “Iron
Curtain,” Armenians throughout the world accept the notion that they are no more or less Armenian than
“hayastanstis” in Armenia.

Another notable thread seen throughout the book is the opposing approaches to nationalism among Armenians.
Panossian reveals how there have historically been some Armenians who have identified with the nation on mostly
cultural terms and strayed away from making political demands. These conservative Armenians wanted to avoid
upsetting neighboring powers and host regimes. They enjoyed Armenian culture and tended to reject political
positions which might negatively affect their status in a host society. At the same time, there were those who saw
their ethnic identity closely intertwined with the struggle for national rights. Aside from culture, they had territorial
and political aspirations and were not afraid to stand up for what they felt they were owed. Panossian refers to the
former as being “azgaser” (in love with the nation) while the latter are described as “hayrenaser” (in love with the
fatherland).

Finally, although it is not explicitly stated in the book, it is interesting to note the central role played by the
ARF in modern Armenian nationalism. From its inception, the ARF instilled a new sense of consciousness among
Armenians and solidified links between such instruments as socialism and resistance for the national cause.
Through its organization and actions, it injected a new morale in the identity and politics of Armenians. No
modern history of the Armenian nation can be complete without reference to the work of the ARF and Panossian’s
book is no exception. There are several references to its involvement in the revolutionary movement of the 19
century, its establishment of the first Armenian Republic, its opposition to the Soviet Union, and its mobilization
of the post-Genocide diaspora.

For anyone interested in the evolution of Armenian national-identity, The Armenians is a well researched,
balanced, and thought-provoking book that deserves attention. Indeed, for the study of nationalism in general,
Panossian’s work makes a valuable contribution.
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GET Vv lrecome a memlrer
INVOLVED .o/ ntoes

AYE “registerasan

MAKE SURE YOU VISIT OUR
NEW WEB SITE:

WWW.AYFWEST.ORG

GO TO THE “GET INVOLVED” SECTION TO JOIN, REGISTER, AND
SIGN-UP FOR OUR MAILING LIST ONLINE FOR UPDATES
ON EVENTS AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES!

YN

The Haytoug has been a free publication of the Armenian
Youth Federation for many years.

If you would like to make a donation to the Haytoug in
order to help out with production costs, please contact our
offices or visit us online to make an electronic donation:

Armenian Youth Federation
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 206
Glendale, California 91206

www.ayfwest.org

We thank you in advance for your support and we hope you
enjoyed this issue of the Haytoug.
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