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LETTER FROM T HE

EDITOR €4

JAVAKHK’S FUTURE LIES
IN OUR HANDS

In analyzing the current condition
of the Armenian population in
Javakhk there are many geopolitical
aswell as historical points to examine.
To begin with we must understand
the dire socio-economic condition of
the residents. Rampant
unemployment, undeveloped
industry, crumbling infrastructure,
limited access to education and
systematic governmental neglect
have plagued the region for years.
Officially, Thilisi recognizes the
severity of the situation in Javakhk,
but is reluctant to take action and is
strongly against granting the region
a “special” or autonomous status after
having lost control over Abkhazia and
South Ossetia.

Additionally, it is crucial to be
very cautious in making comparisons
and drawing parallels with the current
situation in Javakhk and the
liberation struggle fought in
Karabagh. They are distinct situations
with distinct circumstances and
should be treated as such. The long
and violent history of Azerbaijan’s
treatment of its Armenian population
as well as the pogroms of Baku and
Sumagait proved the inability of
Karabagh’'s Armenians to securely
live within Azerbaijan; thereby
limiting their choice between living
under a regime of brutality and a
movement for self-determination.
This however is not the case with
Javakhk as Georgian-Armenian
relations have historically been
amiable and complementary. The
relationship is one of
interdependence and strategic
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alliance rather than a struggle for
power and territory.

However, without prompt
attention and resolution, the plight of
the Armenian minority within Georgia
can escalate to destabilize not only
Georgia, but Georgian-Armenian
relations. Furthermore, unless the
citizenry gets legitimate
representation within the
government, oppressive practices will
continue. With recent local elections
fraught in controversy with
allegations of vote-rigging, it is hard
to imagine the Javakhk Armenians
continuing to live complacently with
such a muffled voice to their
government.

A Georgiawhere ethnic minorities
enjoy autonomy and do not live under
the fear of discrimination and
oppression can serve as an example
for regional stability and integration
not just in Georgia but throughout the
entire Caucasus. Autonomy to
Javakhk then becomes the solution
that can not only serve the interests
of both Georgia and Armenia, but can
serve to preserve a vital and symbiotic
relationship.

The inability and unwillingness, of
the Armenian government, starting
with Levon Ter Petrosian, to vocalize
the concerns of Javakhk’s Armenians
has left much responsibility on the
Diaspora; a responsibility which must
be taken seriously and addressed
promptly.

Today Javakhk is in need of help
and expects help from not only
Armenia but from the whole
Armenian world.




GEORGIA: A NATION DIVIDED

Georgia is a nation divided into 9 administrative regions. In addition to these, there are two regions which
have been declared autonomous (Adjara and Abkhazia), one region which has been in a continual struggle for
independence (South Ossetia), and one region which is in a desperate socio-economic struggle to keep its
identity (Samtskhe-Javakheti). The multitudes of ethnicities create a unique situation in Georgia, one which
has fragmented the nation severely.

The population of Georgia (not including the separatist regions of Adjara, Abkhazia and South Ossetia) is
roughly 4.4 million. Within this total, Armenians represent the second highest minority population with over
250,000, behind Azerbaijanis who number 280,000.
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To better understand the fragmentation within Georgia, we can look at the separatist groups within the
nation. Among others, there are three major groups pressing for independence:

SOUTH OSSETIA (pop. 70,000) has harbored desires of uniting with North Ossetia under the Russian
Federation. Recently they held an independence referendum vote (Nov. 12, 2006) which garnered 98% support.

ADJARA (pop. 375,000) has been an area that up until recently has been out of the reach of Thilisi’s control.

Following the “Rose Revolution” there has been a crackdown on separatism. However, they still maintain
autonomy under Georgian law.

ABKHAZIA (pop. 250,000) is the second autonomous region within Georgia but, the Abkhaz separatist
government and the majority of the current Abkhazian population considers it to be a sovereign nation. In the
case of Abkhazia, there is de facto independence which has not been recognized by any other nation. Currently
Russia is seeking legal means it may employ to incorporate the region into Russia. As it remains today the
region of Abkhazia continues to run as a self-sufficient unit.
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THEY ALL
WANT
A PIECE

> Trade route into and out of Russia > Key Southern region
> Alternate to blockaded Turkish and Azeri > Link to Armenia
borders

> Next to Autonomous region of Adjara
> Part of historic Armenia

> Obstacle to expanding regional influence > Armenian population only thing between

> Armenian population only thing between Azeri population of Georgia and Turkey

Azeri population of Georgia and Turkey

> Regional trade with Central Asia

Javakhk is a vital strategic region due to the newly created Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyan pipeline. The main
reason for this being that all plans connecting Azerbaijan and Turkey go through Javakhk region.

Historically, the Armenian Javakhk region consists of the districts of Akhalkalaki and Ninotsminda,
with the Armenian population constituting 95 percent of the population. In 1994 the Armenian Javakhk
area was incorporated into a much larger administrative region known as the Samtskhe-Javakheti by
the Georgian government. This territorial redistricting was a conscious attempt to dilute the Armenian
majority by altering the demographics of the region. By incorporating the Armenian districts of
Akhalkalaki and Ninotsminda into a greater region with four other districts, the Georgian government
sought to gradually diminish the Armenia majority and to reassert Georgian control over its southern
areas.

This greater Samtskhe-Javakheti region of Georgia consists of an area of nearly 6413 square
kilometers, representing about 9.3 percent of Georgia proper, and has a total population of almost
250,000. The Samtskhe-Javakheti (hereafter called Javakhk) region is comprised by six districts (Adigeni,
Aspindza, Akhalkalaki, Akhaltsikhe, Borjomi, and Ninotsminda). Within this greater region, the
Armenian population’s majority has been steadily reduced to about 61-62 percent of the population.

Javakhk shares a roughly 80-90 kilometer border with Turkey to its west and southwest, and has
approximately 45-50 kilometers of common border with Armenia, which lies to its south.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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DISRIMINATION, CORRUPTION AND
POLITICS: A GEOPOLITICAL LOOK AT
THE ARMENIAN SITUATION IN JAVAKHK

By Tamar Yardemian

Most Armenians in Javakhk live
in villages, farm to survive and
celebrate traditions to preserve
their culture. They are a
nationalistic people, passionate
about their Armenian history and
language. They are also fearless in
protecting their rights, as any
human across the globe should be.
But within the last decade, the
Georgian government  has
suffocated these Armenians with
discrimination and economic fear.

Beginning with the Georgian
nationalist President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia in the late 1990’s,
the Georgian government has been

making threats against
manifestations of Armenian
nationalism, limiting job

opportunity, and only repairing
certain strategic roads in Javakhk
which suit their interests. They act
as defenders of humanity by ‘finding
refuge for Azeris, Muslim
Meskhetians and Svans’ in Javakhk,
while, in reality, they have ulterior
political motives, such as
demographic change during
election cycles. Throughout the
years, the situation in Javakhk has
only become more severe, with
outrightill treatment and disregard
for these Armenian citizens of
Georgia.

With discrimination and
corruption at its peak, many
Javakhk Armenians have been
forced to travel abroad, to Armenia
or Russia, for work and education.
For example, 70% of Armenians in
Akhaltsikhe, one of the
northwestern regions in Javakhk,

have emigrated out of the country
within the last decade. Many
Armenians in the region understand
that overcoming the threat of losing
Javakhk depends on sustaining the
local Armenian population.
Consequently, a large group of
determined Armenians obstinately
remain in Javakhk and continue to
demand their civil rights as citizens
of Georgia, insisting on education
reform, job opportunity, and road
repair.

With the income of a mere
single crop of potatoes for the entire
year, large Armenian families
endure these difficulties with
dreams of one day enjoying their
basic human rights of life, freedom
and prosperity. In the hearts and
minds of many Javakhk Armenians,
there exists the belief that this
freedom is achievable only through
autonomy: a degree of separation
from the Georgian government
consisting of the authority to self-
govern and flourish.

As Armenians who are spread
throughout the world, we all share
a common history and language,
yet, often find ourselves divided on
various issues. Of course, different
countries mean different cultures,
economics and, no doubt, politics.
Similarly, Armenians within the
homeland have a rather different
perspective on the issue of
Javakhk’s request for autonomy.
Blockaded from the East and West,
the homeland has only Georgia and
Iran as outlets to the outside world.
Due to the geography of the region,
Armenia depends on Georgia for
two things: a channel for trade

through the Black Sea and a
passageway to Russia (Armenia
has import and export routes
through Ajaria, the Georgian port
at the Black Sea, and Russian
military support travels to Armenia
through Georgia). These two
economic dependencies on
Georgia are incredibly important
for Armenia today and are only
possible through friendly relations,
open communication and stability
in the region. Therefore conflict
between Armenians and Georgians
in Javakhk is not an option. In
order for Armenia to continue
strengthening its developing
economy, Georgia needs to remain
a friendly neighbor with open
borders.

Today, we are faced with
important decisions regarding the
urgentsituation in Javakhk. On the
one hand, there exists a group of
Armenians who are being
neglected and mistreated in a
foreign state. On the other hand,
the political ties between that state
and the homeland are crucial for
the betterment of Armenia. The
Karabagh movement liberated a
group of oppressed Armenians, but
created awar and a blockade to the
East. Should similar steps be taken
in Javakhk, considering the socio-
economic ramification of war?
Clearly, there are various factors to
consider when analyzing the
situation in Javakhk. The
Armenians living in the area
deserve justice and freedom,
however the means to achiveing
these goals must be well thought-
out and calculated.
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OIL & INSTABILITY

By Serouj Aprahamian

The opening of the Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline
was officially inaugurated on
July 13, 2006. This 1,100-mile
oil pipeline, the longest in the
world, cost close to $4 billion
dollars and took

U.S., Russia, Turkey, and the
countries of the South Caucasus.
Given the close proximity of the
pipeline to Javakhk, it is also
likely to have a major impact on
future developments for the
people of this unstable region.

areas of Javakhk, as well.
Nevertheless, the pipeline still
traces the border regions of
Javakhk and is close enough to
be affected by any potential
unrest which may take place

over 6 years to
complete. It is
expected to reach
full capacity in
2009, wherein it

BAKU-TBILISI-CEYHAN
OIL PIPELINE

BULGARIA Black Sea

Caspian
RUSSIA ez

GEORGIA Thilisi Ialasjiialial

there. Now that the oil has
already  begun
flowing, the

various actors with
an interest in the
BTC will surely
have a much closer

JZBEK.

will carry 1 million Ankarao ; ARMENIA ““Baku " TURKMEN]| eye on
barrels of oil per TURKEY #* developments in
day from an Azeri fEyian IRAN Javakhk.

oil field in the |  CYPRUS ' symia IRAQ ~ 'ehrano During a
Casplar) Sea to ME““?QE"’”EEEANGN 5 2 semi|  formal ceremony
Turkey’s Medi- Baghdad o 500 km for the BTC last
terranean port of year, Georgian
Ceyhan. A Baku-Thilisi- Due to opposition from president Mikheil Saakashvili

Erzerum (BTE) natural gas
pipeline is also being built in
parallel to the BTC and is
expected to begin operations at
the end of this year.

The BTC project was hailed
by many as the “Deal of the
Century” and holds major geo-
political implications for the
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Turkey and Azerbaijan, the BTC
project was designed early on to
skirt around Armenia—despite
the fact that it would have
provided a shorter, more cost
effective route. What is more, the
Georgian portion of the pipeline
was purposefully re-routed to
avoid the Armenian populated

made clear the importance his
administration places on recent
energy projects with Turkey and
Azerbaijan when he stated, “In
practical terms, [BTC] and the
[Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum] gas
pipeline are extremely
important projects for Georgia.
When the gas pipeline is



launched, the issue of Georgia’s
energy independence will be
finally solved. Georgia will no
longer depend on a single
source for its energy supplies.
This is the most important
guarantor of our energy
independence.”

Up until the launch of the
BTC and BTE pipelines,
Georgia’s main source of
energy was Russia. However,
given the increasingly
deteriorating and tense
relations between the two
countries—just last month,
four Russian officers were
expelled from Georgia on spy
charges, to which Russia
responded with a transportand
postal blockade of Georgia—
the Georgian government has
sought to break away as much
as possible from its energy
reliance on its northern
neighbor. Not only does the
flow of oil and gas via
Azerbaijan provide Georgia an
alternative source of energy, it
also provides it with a
significant amount of revenue
in transit fees. Thus, the
Georgian government sees
these new pipelines as their key
ticket to prosperity and
gravitation away from Russia.
Officials in Thbilisi must
certainly be concerned with the
long-term stability of the BTC
project whenever the
conditions and grievances in
Javakhk are brought to their
attention.

It is worth mentioning that
Georgia already has some
experience dealing with
pipelines and instability. In
January, two explosions ripped
through the main pipeline
connecting Russia to Georgia,

leading to a cutoff of gas
supplies and significant
hardships for both Georgia and
Armenia. While Georgia
suspected Russian foul play
behind the incident, Moscow
claimed it was the result of a
terrorist attack. Itis safe to say
that such experiences have
shaped the concerns of
Georgian officials in regards to
Javakhk. Some fear that Russia
will seek to stir up sentiments
in Javakhk as a way of once
again disturbing Georgia’s
energy security. There is a
danger that whatever happens
there in the future will be

automatically attributed to
Moscow and, hence, treated in
an antagonistic fashion.
Others with a stake in the
pipeline have also shown
concern over the potentially

negative effects of instability in
the region. Various measures
have already been undertaken to
safeguard the pipeline’s security.
For instance, much of the BTC is
buried underground, surrounded
with sensors, and guarded by a
Georgian “rapid response”
military force trained by the
United States. Since 2002, US
military aid and training to
Georgia has skyrocketed in order
to improve internal security
capabilities and protect the
pipeline from ‘terrorist’ attacks.
Such attacks are not uncommon
in areas around the world where
pipelines pass through. From

BTC Oil Pipeline Headquarters
Akhaltsikhe, Georgia

Photo by T. Yardemian

Colombiato Nigeriato Burmaand
Irag, pipeline projects are
notorious for their association
with conflict, environmental
degradation, human rights abuses
local exploitation and repression.
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The people of Javakhk themselves also
have some cause for concern regarding the
BTC and the legacy of pipeline politics in other
parts of the world. Many Javakhktsis are wary
of a possible Turkish military incursion into
their territory under the pretext of protecting
the pipeline. Indeed, growing military ties
between Turkey and Georgia over recent years
and the close proximity of Javakhk to the
Turkish border, not to mention the historic
animosity of the Turkish state toward
Armenians, makes residents feel especially
vulnerable. This
vulnerability is further
accentuated by the gradual
removal of the Russian
military base in Javakhk,
scheduled to be completed
by 2008. One local
Armenian store owner in
Akhalkalaki was quoted as
saying, “The military base
protects us. From
unemployment and from
Turkey. If the Russians go,
who will guarantee our
safety? Certainly not the
Georgians!”

Interestingly enough,
should any violence or harm
occur in relation to the
pipeline, the companies
involved in the BTC
consortium would be
exempt from any legal
liability. This is due to specific language
included in the contract which relieves private
signatories from any responsibility for the
actions of security forces. In addition, the
companies succeeded in getting government
agencies, such as Britain’s Export Credit
Guarantee Department (ECGD), to underwrite
the risk of the project being sabotaged by civil
conflict or “terrorism.” Clearly, those
financing and profiting off of the BTC project
are very attentive to the possibility of strife and
instability along the pipeline’s route.

The main aim of the Western community
is to avoid the destabilization of the region.
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JAVAKHKTSIS ARE AP-
PEALING FOR IS IM-
PROVED ECONOMIC
CONDITIONS,
TREATMENT, AND
CULTURAL FREEDOM.
THEIR INTERESTS LIE IN
RESOLVING THEIR RE-
GIONS PROBLEMS OF
UNEMPLOYMENT,
POVERTY, LACK OF
BASIC SERVICES, AC-
CESS TO EDUCATION,
& CULTURAL RIGHTS.

In this way, the official operation of the
pipeline now adds a new dimension to the
importance of improving the situation of
Javakhk’s Armenians. Despite the various
security measures that have been put in place,
unrest in the area would undoubtedly affect
some of the BTC infrastructure and hamper
the smooth flow of oil to Western markets.
The same is true for any potential resumption
of hostilities in Kharabakh.

Negative developments in Javakhk would
also be detrimental for the energy security and
prosperity of the Republic
of Georgia. For this reason,
it is essential for Georgian
officials to turn their
rhetoric about improving
the dire conditions of
Javakhk into reality. The
unwillingness to do this in
the face of rising economic
growth and the benefits of
the ‘oil boom’ will only
serve to further alienate the
people of Javakhk.

Ultimately, what
Javakhktsis are appealing
for is improved economic
conditions, fair treatment,
and cultural freedom. Their
interests lie in resolving
their regions problems of
unemployment, poverty,
lack of basic services, access
to education, cultural rights
and health. These interests are by no means
incompatible with the interests of the
Georgian state. Meeting these needs would
go a long way in ensuring stability in the
region and the loyalty of Javakhk’s citizens
toward the central government. For the
interests of all concerned, Georgian leaders
would do well to recognize that it is not
Russia’s meddling, but, rather, the legitimate
grievances of Javakhk’s population which
need to be attended to. In the end, this will
be the only long-term way of maintaining
stability and integration in the region.

FAIR



THE
MILLENNIUM
CHALLENGE
CORPORATION

(MCC) is a United States government-
owned corporation responsible for
supervising the Millennium
Challenge Account (MCA). The MCA
is the mechanism to implement a new
model for providing foreign aid to the
world’s developing nations. The focus
of the MCA is to promote economic
growth in the recipient countries. The
program emphasizes good economic
policies in recipient countries; with
the understanding that development
aid works better in countries with
good economic policies, such as free
markets and low corruption.

Key Principles:

1) Promoting sustainable economic
growth that reduces poverty
through investments in areas
such as agriculture, education and
private sector development.

2) Countries will be selected to
receive assistance based on their
performance in governing justly,
investing in their citizens, and
encouraging economic freedom.

3) Countries are responsible for
identifying the greatest barriers to
their own development and
ensuring civil society
participation.

Georgia and Armenia have
“Compacts” with the MCC.

ARMENIA

Armenia has signed a 5-year
$235.65 million Compact with the
Millennium Challenge Corporation.

Today, over one million
Armenians live in rural areas and are
dependent on semi-subsistence
agriculture. Farmers are operating on
small plots of land and are
constrained by poor roads,

inadequate irrigation, and an under-
developed market economy.

The Armenia Compact is focused
on one goal: the reduction of rural
poverty through a sustainable
increase in the economic performance
of the agricultural sector. Armenia
plans to achieve this goal through a
five-year program of strategic
investments in rural roads, irrigation
infrastructure and technical and
financial assistance to improve the
supply of water and to support
farmers and agribusinesses. The
Program will directly impact
approximately 750,000 people, or
75% of the rural population, and is
expected to reduce the rural poverty
rate and boost annual incomes.

The Compact includes a $67
million project to rehabilitate up to
943 kilometers of rural roads, more
than a third of Armenia’s proposed
Lifeline road network. When
complete, the Lifeline road network
will ensure that every rural
community has road access to
markets, services, and the main road
network. Under the Compact, the
Government of Armenia will be
required to commit additional
resources for maintenance of the road
network.

The Compact also includes a $146
million project to increase the
productivity of approximately
250,000 farm households through
improved water supply, higher yields,
higher-value crops, and a more
competitive agricultural sector.

GEORGIA

Georgia has signed a 5-year
$295.3 million Compact with the
Millennium Challenge Corporation.

In Georgia, 54 percent of the
population living outside of the
capital city, Thilisi, lives in poverty.
The Georgians identified two barriers
to poverty reduction and economic
growth in the regions outside of Thilisi
—a lack of reliable infrastructure and
the slow development of businesses,
particularly agribusiness. A two-
pronged program has been created,
focused on rehabilitating regional

infrastructure and
development.

The two projects complement one
another by facilitating economic
growth. The first enables agricultural
and other suppliers to more easily
connect with consumers and the
second facilitates access to capital for
business development.

The Regional Infrastructure
Rehabilitation Project of the Compact

totals $211.7 million and includes the

enterprise

following three activities: (1)
Samtskhe-Javakheti Road
Rehabilitation; (2) Energy

Rehabilitation; and (3) Regional
Infrastructure Development Facility.
The Enterprise Development
Project of the Compact totals $47.5
million and includes the following two
activities: (1) the Georgia Regional
Development Fund; and (2) the
Agribusiness Development

Assistance.

The Millennium Challenge
Compact with Georgia is expected to
improve the lives of the rural poor in
the following ways:

N Reduce the incidence of poverty in
the Samtskhe-Javakheti region by
12 percent.

N Benefit approximately a half-
million Georgians, and over one-
quarter of the population of the
country will receive indirect
benefits from the program.

N Reduce average travel time from
regional areas to Thilisi—currently
6.5 hours—almost three hours or
43% percent, thereby reducing
transportation costs for farmers, for
small business owners, and for
Georgians needing access to social
services.

N Reduce the risk that a major
accident will occur due to the gas
pipeline’s dilapidated condition.
The completed rehabilitation of the
gas pipeline will provide reliable
heat and electricity to over one
million Georgians.

A more in-depth look at the
details of the MCC for each
country is available on the
following two pages.
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ARMENIA

STATUS: COMPACT SIGNED

GENERAL INFORMATION
Population 3,016,312

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

LAST UPDATED: OCTOBER 2006

COMPACT PROCESS

DATE

Eligibility Notification

May 6, 2004

GNI Per Capita $1470%

Location Southwest Asia, east of Turkey

Total Compact Amount | $235.65 Million

Compact Duration 5 Years

Proposal Receipt

March 28, 2005

Opportunity Memo

May 19, 2005

Congressional Notification
on Formal Negotiations

August 22, 2005

VARTAN OSKANIAN
Armenian Foreign Minister

KKK ||

“The significance and essence of the Millennium Challenge
program is to support those countries which demonstrate
good governance, and unwavering commitment to invest in
human resources and in the principles of democracy and a
liberal economy. Nevertheless, we are very aware that the
decision of the Millennium Challenge Corporation is not
irreversible, and we have much to do to assure our con-
tinuous and complete inclusion in that program.”

COMPACT GOAL

The reduction of rural poverty through a sustainable in-
crease in the economic performance of the agricultural
sector through afive-year program of strategic investments
inrural roads and irrigated agriculture.

EXPECTED RESULTS

Rural Road Rehabilitation Project: Upgrade up to 943
km, providing 265 communities and 360,000 rural resi-
dents with reduced transport costs and better access to
jobs, markets and social services.

Irrigated Agriculture Project Increasethe productivity
of 250,000 farmer households (34% of which are headed
by women) through improved water supply, higher yields,
higher-value crops and a more competitive agricultural
sector by:

- Infrastructure Activity: Irrigation civil works

- Water-to-Market Activity: Assistance to farmers

UPDATE ON PROGRESS

The MCC-Armenia Compact was signed on March 27,
2006 and ratified by the National Assembly on May 24,
2006. The Compact entered into force on September
29, 2006. The Accountable Entity has been formed and
staffed with a CEO and six professionals. Several road
and irrigation procurements are being advanced in
parallel with theinitial Disbursement requirements.

Investment Memo

November 17, 2005

Board Approva

December 16, 2005

Compact Signing

March 27, 2006

Entry into Force

September 29, 2006

Initial Disbursement

OBLIGATIONS BY KEY SECTOR

(IN MILLIONS)

B Infrastructure Sethvity

O Faral Foad Rehabilitation
O Mlonitoring & Esvaluation & Prograr &dranistration
O Water-to-Tularket &ctrvity

ARMENIA DISBURSEMENT SCHEDULE
(IN MILLIONS)

Projected Total Annual Disbursement

Fal &

oz

*World Development Indicators, World Bank, 2005




GEORGIA

STATUS: IMPLEMENTATION, YEAR 1

GENERAL INFORMATION
Population 4,474,404*

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

LAST UPDATED: OCTOBER 2006

COMPACT PROCESS DATE
Eligibility Notification May 6, 2004

GNI Per Capita $1350*

L ocation Between Turkey and Russia

Proposal Receipt September 24, 2004

Total Compact Amount | $295.3 Million

Opportunity Memo October 28, 2004

Compact Duration 5 Years

Congressional Notification November 3, 2004

MIKHEIL SAAKASHVILI
President of Georgia

“I think it’s (MCC) really one of the most efficient tools
of help I’d ever seen and I’ve seen many assistance
programs in my country for the last decade.”

on Formal Negotiations
July 7, 2005

Investment Memo
August 16, 2005

Board Approva
April 7, 2006

Compact Signing
April 28, 2006

KKK KKK

Entry into Force
Initial Disbursement September 14,2006

COMPACT GOAL

- Rehabilitate key regional infrastructure by improving
transportation for regional trade, ensuring areliable
supply of energy, and improving the delivery of
regional and municipal services

- Develop regional enterprises by funding investment
and increasing productivity in farms, agribusinesses
and other enterprises to increase jobs and rural income

EXPECTED RESULTS

The Program will benefit nearly half amillion Geor-
gians and could have an effect on the lives of a quarter
of the population. The Program is also expected to
reduce the incidence of poverty in the Samtskhe-
Javakheti region by 12 percent. Other benefitsinclude
an expected increase of about $37 million in annual
income to households and $27 million in business
revenue nationwide through support for farmers,
agribusiness and small and medium enterprises.

UPDATE ON PROGRESS

- The Agribusiness Development Activity generated 160 grant
applications during first round submissionsin October 2006.

- Proposalsfor the Georgia Regional Development Fund Project
Manager have been selected, and final award is expected by
late October 2006.

- The tendering process for the Regional Infrastructure
Devel opment has started for rehabilitation of thewater supply
system in the city of Poti.

- Procurements related to pipeline repairs continue to move
forward.

- Georgia received a special disbursement (second overall) in
the amount of $6.5 million on September 14, 2006.

OBLIGATIONS BY KEY SECTOR
(IN MILLIONS)

O Foad Rehabalitation - $102.20

B Energy Sector Rehahilitation - $45.50

O Agrhusivess Developient Aottty - $15.00
O fdministration - $27 60

O Regional Infrastructure - $60.00

M CGeorgia Regional Development Fund - $32.50
B Mordtoring & Fraluation - $8.45

$32.50 $2.45
; - _$102.20

GEORGIA DISBURSEMENT SCHEDULE
(IN MILLIONS)

@ Projected Total &nrial Dishursernent
O Total Dishursernent to Date

$105.8

*World Development Indicators, World Bank, 2005
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THE DANGERS OF THE
KARS-TBILISI-BAKU RAILWAY

Staffwriter

For over a year now officials from Azerbaijan,
Georgia and Turkey have been in tense talks over
the financing of the proposed Kars-Thilisi-Baku
railway. This railroad would potentially link Asia
to Europe, completely bypassing Armenia. The
railway which could lay a foundation for a
potential Central Asia-South Caucasus-Turkey-
European Union transportation corridor has been
in the works for years, now seemingly nearing

reality.
Turkey has
pledged $200

million to finance its
68km portion of the

% 8\

the functioning but inactive Kars-Gyumri-Thbilisi
railroad (providing the most direct route, running
through Armenia), which already exists, can be
revitalized for minimal cost for all parties
involved. However, due to Turkey’s unilateral
closure of the Armenian border, this option
cannot be considered.

The consequences of the eventual construction

of such a railroad are very significant to Javakhk
and to Armenia
itself. First, the
repercussions for
Javakhk would be an
immediate

railway from Kars to _ . o A - connection to
the Turkish- el L RiMBaM  Turkeyand probable
Georgian border. P — e presence of the
Azerbaijan  has - -~ Turkish military.

similarly stated its
readiness to fund
the Baku-Georgian
border side. The
funding of the
Georgian section,
however, remains
up in the air. The
220km portion of
the railroad (which connects Turkey to Javakhk
to Thilisi and finally to Azerbaijan) will require
$220 million to build and modernize. The reason
for the Georgian delay has been sheer cost. The
issue was recently complicated when one of
Georgia’s largest financiers, the United States, was
removed from the picture.

Action taken by the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA) helped pass
legislation (S. 2461, H.R. 3361) prohibiting the
U.S. government from aiding the construction of
any Caucasus railroad which would bypass
Armenia. It is the standpoint of the ANCA that

Furthermore, a
- railroad may
~ promote the influx
- of different ethnic
groups into Javakhk
H - i
= =~ toskew and distort
g . itsdemography. The
... implications for
Armenia would be
more long term damage to trade. By bypassing
Armenia, this railroad would take away any transit
benefits and would economically isolate Armenia
from the global market as well as increase
Armenia’s dependence on Georgia as a trade
partner.

We must strongly oppose this, and any other,
politically motivated effort to circumvent and
suffocate Armenia. We simply cannot stand idly
by as projects amounting to modern day versions
of Pan-Turkism are damaging the future prospects
of our homeland.

.....

ko
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INTERVIEW
WITH
ELIZABETH

CHOULDJIAN

The Armenian Youth Federation recently had the
opportunity to interview Elizabeth S. Chouldjian, the
Communications Director of the ANCA National
Offices. We have provided a truncated version of the
discussion in this issue of the Haytoug. For the full
text of the interview please visit the Haytoug section
of www.AYFwest.org.

HAYTOUG: Not too long ago, you traveled to
Javakhk. Can you tell us when this trip took place,
what its purpose was, and what you think was the
most significant thing to come out of it?
ELIZABETH: It was an eye-opener for me. This was
the second time | had gone to Javakhk - the first time
was back in 2002, again during the winter. In 2002,
there were no international organizations functioning
in Javakhk to speak of. In 2005, both U.S. and
European organizations had set up shop in
Akhalkalak and Akhaltsikhe, and had already started
on a variety of projects in the area - from agricultural
to road building to irrigation, democracy building,
etc. Clearly the interest level has increased in the
region, particularly by the United States, which chose
to focus assistance to the area after the Russian
government announcement to vacate their army base
in the region. The departure of the Russian base will
create significant economic hardship for the region,
and the U.S. stated goal has been to assist the
population to create economic opportunities to
compensate and promote stability.

HAYTOUG: One of the main problems for Javakhk
is economic under-development and unemployment.

What are some of your observations regarding the
level of socio-economic development in Javakhk?
What role does the Russian military base and its
expected closure play in the region?

ELIZABETH: The economic situation is devastating
in the region, made all the more difficult by the poor
communication and transportation infrastructure.
Traveling to the region in the winter really sent the
message home as to how difficult it is to move
around, much less get to the region. In 2002, | had
to delay travel to Javakhk from Yerevan by close to 5
days - because the roads were simply impassable
once you crossed the Armenia / Georgia border into
Javakhk. In 2005, we got there fine, but moving
around within Javakhk was a big production. Now,
imagine having to take agricultural products to
market, provide emergency health services, etc. in
those circumstances.

The Russian base is a primary source of economic
stability in the region and will certainly be missed.
The goal with the various aid programs in the area is
to offset that by helping farmers make their farms
more profitable, and to help get goods to market. The
Millennium Challenge Account funding to Georgia
will help build a main road from Thbilisi to the
Javakhk region, to help greater integrate Javakhk
into the rest of Georgia as well as to the borders with
Armenia and Turkey.

HAYTOUG: \What is the current demographic
situation of Armenians in Javakhk? Have there been
any recent attempts by the Georgian government
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to populate the region with Georgians and/or
decrease the Armenian majority?

ELIZABETH: \When we talk of Javakhk we should
remind ourselves that today the administrative region
is officially called Samtskhe-Javakheti, which was
formed by a presidential decree in the 90s. According
to the most recent census in Georgia, the population
of this region is a little over 200,000. In the region as
a whole the Armenians constitute around sixty
percent of the population. The region is divided to
six districts, with Akhalkalak and Ninotsminda having
around 95% Armenian population and Akhaltskhe,
the administrative center of the region, with around
45% Armenian population.

The Armenian population in the region has openly
been concerned about Georgian government efforts
to increase the non-Armenian population in the
region. There is constant discussion of moving
Meskhetian Turks to the overall Samtskhe-Javakheti
region, although to date, | am not aware of any official
repopulation efforts that have taken place.
HAYTOUG: Did you meet any Georgian officials
as part of your trip? What are the Georgian
government’s official and unofficial policies toward
the region of Javakhk? Is the general stance one of
neglect or does it go beyond that to include targeted
actions against the local inhabitants?

ELIZABETH: | did not meet Georgian officials during
the trip — I met primarily with U.S. non-government
organizations and with some folks at the U.S.
Embassy in Thilisi. I am aware, though, that the
Georgian official position on the situation in Javakhk
is that it suffers from the same socio-economic
problems that the rest of the regions in Georgia face.
This is not completely true. During Soviet times,
Javakhk was considered a border region and a
military zone, where visiting was not simple.
Therefore, the region was practically cut off from the
rest of Georgia in its everyday life. After the break-up
of the Soviet Union, the ultra-nationalist
Gamsakhurdia came to power in Georgia and he made
sure that all ethnically non-Georgians felt
uncomfortable. With the break-up of the Soviet
empire so went the economic infrastructures of the

newly independent states. There was never any effort
by the Georgian authorities to revitalize the factories
and agricultural facilities in Javakhk. Shevardnaze’s
approach was a little different; he created the Samtskhe-
Javakheti region, in order to decrease the proportion
of the Armenian population in the region. He promised
to help alleviate the socio-economic situation there, but
there were never any funds allocated for that purpose.
With Saakashvili coming to power, things looked more
promising, especially with the Millenium Challenge
Account project which would help with Javakhk roads.
But none of Saakashvili’'s promises have been fulfilled
either.

Further, the local government system as a whole in
Georgia has turned out to be discriminatory against the
majority Armenian population in Javakhk. For
example, an Armenian populated village with around
3,000 people has the same number of representatives
in the district council as does a Georgian populated
village of 150.

HAYTOUG: Did you get the sense that the population
of Javakhk has any secessionist aspirations? How do
you think Javakhk relates to Georgia's breakaway
republics of Abhkazia and South Ossetia?
ELIZABETH: The definite sense that you get from
people is frustration. Frustration that the Georgian
government has paid so little attention to the region
and let the infrastructure deteriorate to the level that it
has. Frustration that, overt or otherwise, there is a
constant undertone of trying to assimilate the
population. You really get that sense when talking to
teachers at the local schools. Armenian schools get
poorer quality equipment and fewer resources to work
with the children. The Georgian school in Akhalkalak
gets preferential treatment, better equipment and better
facilities. Georgian teachers — imported from other
parts of Georgia to teach the Georgian language — now
get paid close to double other indigenous teachers. And,
because it is a poorer part of the country, the schools
attract less effective Georgian teachers — perpetuating
the problem of poor Georgian language skills.
Frustration with the Georgian military, which
essentially puts a glass-ceiling for Armenian recruits,
who are simply not elevated to officer level. In that
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sense, many of the young people choosing the military
option in the region consider the Russian army as an
option, simply because of better resources and great
opportunities to rise up in rank. Frustration due to the
poor economic situation in the region — lack of
employment opportunities and difficulty in having the
necessary funds to maintain a family. So many are
forced to travel far and wide — to Russia, etc, — to be
able to earn a decent wage to ensure their family has
the most basic of necessities.

And frustration is a very dangerous thing. If the root
causes are not dealt with
properly, or if the government
is not seen to be putting in an
honest effort to deal with the
problems, situations
deteriorate and people turn to
options that they would not
otherwise resort to.

On the other hand, Javakhk
could become a showcase for
the Georgian authorities to
demonstrate to the
breakaway regions that
Georgia is seriously ready to
accommodate them. For
example, Georgia has offered
South Ossetia a high level of
autonomy, with great
advantages to keep and
flourish their language and
culture. But, when the
Armenians of Javakhk, who unlike the South Ossetians
have not raised any arms against Georgia, ask for the
same rights, they are called extremists or separatists.
This does not help the situation.

HAYTOUG: To what extent is the Armenian
government involved in Javakhk? What is its official
policy toward the region and how does this affect
Georgian-Armenian relations?

ELIZABETH: The Armenian government has a
number of programs to help the people of Javakhk.
Among them are education programs. The Armenian
government has time and again offered to assist the

THAT YOU

THE

THE DEFINITE SENSE

PEOPLE IS FRUSTRATION.
FRUSTRATION THAT THE
GEORGIAN  GOVERN-
MENT HAS PAID SO
LITTLE ATTENTION TO
THE REGION AND LET
INFRASTRUCTURE
DETERIORATE TO THE
LEVEL THAT [T HAS.

Georgian authorities to ease the socio-economic
situation there, but so far those suggestions have fallen
on deaf ears.

The Armenian-Georgian relations are very delicate,
because around 80% of Armenia’s land transport with
the rest of the world is through Georgia. Javakhk can
become the strongest link between Armenia and
Georgia, if the Georgian authorities genuinely try to
resolve the region’s problems and let the Armenian
government assist in its efforts.

HAYTOUG: What have the economic, social, and
security implications of the
Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline,
which passes right through the
region, been for the residents
of Javakhk?

ELIZABETH: It is interesting
to note that the shorter route
of the BTC pipeline was
through Akhalkalak, but the
then president Shevardnadze
intervened to have it bypass
Akhalkalak and go through
INGQEUSGER expressing
concern that there’s a Russian
military base in Akhalkalak. He
knew, of course, that the base
would move out eventually.
This didn’t help to get locals
interested in working on the
construction of the pipeline.
And, there’s still a concern in
Javakhk that at some point, Turkish forces could be
brought in to safeguard the security of the pipeline.
HAYTOUG: Can you tell us a little about which
governmental and/or non-governmental agencies and
organizations are working in Javakhk? What is your
impression of the size, nature, and impact of their
work?

ELIZABETH: There are anumber of U.S. and European
entities working in Javakhk, focusing on democracy
building to agriculture, to education, micro-enterprise
loans, etc. USAID is funding programs like AgVantage,
through ACDI/VOCA, which is helping farmers get

GET FROM

WINTER.2007.HAYTOUG.15




better yields of their potato crops, milk and cheese
supplies and fisheries.

As a total side note, some of the best potatoes in
the world (yes, in the world) come from Javakhk.
Researchers actually sent Javakhk potatoes to the
U.S. for study, and apparently they are unique in
their purity and quality. Javakhk is actually ahead
of the U.S. in potato yield, able to plant more rows
of potatoes in the same amount of land, due to the
richness and density of the Javakhk soil.

But going back to other programs, groups like
Urban Institute are funding city infrastructure
projects throughout Georgia, including Javakhk. In
2005, they helped renovate the mayoral building
in Akhalkalak, provided garbage collection trucks
to the city, installed street lamps, etc. Groups like
CHF are doing local infrastructure projects helping
provide clean water, road repair, irrigation, school
renovation, etc.

The Armenian Relief Society has been a leader in
completing regional health and youth projects.
Since 2003, the ARS Javakhk Fund has set up a
diagnostic center at the Akhalkalak Hospital, and
16 Ambulatory Care Centers throughout Javakhk.
They are currently working on providing each
Ambulatory Care Center with an ambulance to
transport patients to regional hospitals as
necessary. The ARS has also opened a number of
Youth Centers in the region, in Aklhatsikhe and
Poga, with other centers in progress. They also
completely renovated a school in Ghado village, near
Akhalkalak.

But that’s not all. Some of the ARS projects are truly
inspirational. In one case, they held a mass baptism
of villagers in Kardzakh, located a stones throw from
the Turkish border. This may sound odd to us, but
the local church was used for target practice by the
Turks in the early 20th century and later closed
down by the Soviet regime in 1933. No priest had
visited the area in 70 years. The priests from
Ninotsminda and Akhalkalak, Father Yeghia and
Father Samuel, respectively, traveled to Kardzakh
for the ceremony where 70 children were baptized
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and over 200 attended. It was a huge boost in morale
for the local community.
HAYTOUG: \What are some of the critical issues
facing the Armenian youth of Javakhk? Are there
are any youth organizations active on the ground?
If so, what sort of work do they carry out?
ELIZABETH: First of all, let me say one thing. |
was thoroughly impressed by all the young people |
met in Javakhk — bright, energetic and motivated.
But | was equally disappointed by the lack of
resources available to them. Homenetmen has done
work there, other youth organizations are also
working — but they are in need of outreach and
assistance from AYF chapters around the world.
The ARS has worked hard to provide youth centers
in major cities — but those centers could use
computers, internet facilities, recreational / exercise
equipment, books for a library. You get the idea. And
most of all, they would enjoy meeting our young
people, doing a joint program, exchanging ideas on
how they can organize better, programs they can
do.The opportunities are endless.
HAYTOUG: \Vhat can Diaspora Armenians,
specifically those of us in the United States, do to
help improve conditions in Javakhk?
ELIZABETH: The first thing to do is learn more
about the region, the challenges they are facing and
get a greater understanding of the day to day life in
Javakhk. The next thing would be to work with the
ARS and through the AYF International office to
explore ways you can get active with the people and
youth in Javakhk.
The main thing is — never take no for an answer.
Keep asking questions and pitching projects until
you find the one that would work for your region.
Be creative with the resources available to you
locally and see how far you can take them in assisting
the community in Javakhk. Just as your programs
in Armenia and Karabagh and here in the U.S., these
will be some of the most rewarding projects that you
will work on.
For the full text of the interview please
visit the Haytoug section of www.AYFwest.org.




Suijuwihupwhugtipnils

Ppunpauip

Lun 2002 pniwlwGh dwpnwhiwdwph
wnitbwGpniG, YpwunwGh dEe Y'wwphG 2nipe
280,000 fiwytip npnGgut 120,000 yp pGwyhG Lwywiuph
engwlp: Ugu dnnnynipnp Yp nhdwgpuik 2w dp
wpqbpltip, wGnlp, hujwwbu jwihwquig
ngbinpniebwG ne Awwnph wkwp nGhG yunpwhwnbn
hptGg dwpnywihG hpwiniGpbipp
ww2unwwibbint, GlGhunpwhwbniehil nGGGwint, npp
pwiGh vp dwdkG wibih sk, uvwnGwdwGhp ddtnGtpp
gnywuwntitkint, pptiGg quiwyGtipp Awlywywb nghny
dtdgGbnt: UunGp dJdhwiG dpwgwhwiniebwG
nhdwagpwiwd ndniwpnyehiGGEpEG pwGh dp ophGuyGtp
GG, npnGp Y'wanbG pptGg wdktGopbiwy YGGgwnhG:

Uubing  GiGywmpwywbniebwb fwngkG, npp
Gaipyuwghu YGwlGph wGfipwdbonnyemGGeipkG dEYG &
Ui2angp-UhGnddhGnw GlGYwnpwywnnpn pwpdpwynie

quinGp.

qhotipp pwGh dp wnwph wnwe Ywnnigniigwl
QwiywunwGh AwGpuwwybnnebwt YunwywpnietwG
ynnuk, npwkugh 24 dwd GEYupwlwbnieheG
wpwdwnpnih Qwywluph 2newGEG Geipu: Ugu thpyhy
gnpannniehilp AuqupuinpGtpne Ywbpp nhipwgng,
GUwwbiny pE JdhwiG pwGh dp wwph wnwse
G ayunpwlwiniebwG AnuwtGpp 3-6 dwd Y'wofuwwnkp s

hGywku ywynGhghGp, 280,000 fiwgkn Y'wwphG
UpwunwGh dte, uwlhuwyG sniGhG hptiGg pGuysniebwG
Awdwwywwwupwb Yunwyjwpwywb GeipYuyniepiGe:
YpwunmwGh YuwnwwpnebGEG npblk gngu syug
pwpbhnfunibint, G nhipwgGbine dpwgwhwgniebwG
wwpbwybpwp: Cinfwyunwyp, ufuwd GG unhwybint
U pwgbipkG (kgnih hdwgniehiGp. Luwy wlupwhiwgGpniG

uke MnwbpkGp whpwwbnnn GgniG £, npnyftnbi
QwdwiGwwpnipbwl dwdwGwly (MnubpkGp
dke
wwowmobGwywG [GgniG nwpéwd Ep dhGstr pp
thingnudp: Vwbie Qujwpuph dke ujuwd £ dpwgh
ww2wobtiwbGtipnt phip 2wwnGw| nu pptiGg nudp

UndbwwlwG AwGpwwybwmniphtGGbipnt

wik)Gwp. Gubt Ypwgulwl puwGuyh gopwfunidptip
uuwd GG Awuwmwunnipp Qwywjuph dke: Ugu
qupdniGpp LuwywlpwhwitpniG Awdwp
pwpbpwuwnmhy ok, GHwwbing pL hpbbg
hGpGwywpniebwb ndp Yuwdwg=-jwdwg uljuwd k
wwlubiint nt Jwp Yuwy wwywaquihG pninpngpG
nwnpbnt hptGg hGplGwywpniebwb Yugniphilp no
Y pwuwnwGh unwdwpniebwG holuwbniebwG nwy
dGwnt:

Yuwnwhiwpwp Yuptih £ put, ek Qwdwtuph
wywawl Ywbw); £ qnun AwywpGuly gqhubipne
pGwlysniptiwbG wwwybpkG G dnnnypnwlwh
nhdwaqhokG:

Quwywhp wwundwwi ZwiwumnwbGh
wlpwdwG dEY dwuGpyp, np GEipYwghu LwywunwGh
Awlpwwbwmnipbwl vwAdwGGEpEG nnipu Yp
qulinth, Yp nhdwgpwit nGunbuwlwG, pGytpwihG
SQwywtuph
pGwysnipbtwb 95 wninynu Yuaqinn pGhYy Awgkpp, Yp

Gi pwnwpwlwb ndniwpniehiGGtp:

swlwl ywnpwfwnt] pwgqdweht funsplnnunGbp:
UwlwyiG pptlGg vwhidwGwihwly YwgnipbwG
wwwbwnwt, wktwpp nGhG AwdwyG dwiniebwG
wowlygniebw:

UwGwG dwpmG
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8nyhly Qwluinpibiwl

Nwuwdnyetwb pGewgphG, ppwy 400 pL 1800
pniwywGGtpniG, Awgipp GniGhuy phpkiGg wdbtGEG
nwplbwuwuwih wwpphbtipnt pGewgphtG Ynpgwd GG
wqquihG Gt gpulwl quppeolp uwnbindbi: Uunp
YnnphG dtp ywnewlwyGhptl Gwp dhon uphpp
niGigwd GGp Jwyp wwonwwGbini: 401-pG wyn®
NwpuphlGbpniG nkd Ep, huly 1800-wYwGh
dbpowinpniebwG OudwGbwG YwyupnipbwG nkd:
2wy dnnnynipnh jwennniphiGGipp dhon GuuwGép
wnwplywy nwnGwny* LwywuwnwGh npwgh GpyppGtipp
thnpéwd GG dkq Gbin Ywgniebwl dwunGhb):

YpwunwG, wwon Awywpunietiwdp §'pGnniGh
win «wbqnie npwgh» Gpypp nphwnnup wGgGhiny
@nipphny G UqpubiGwGh 2wpphG, 6Gonid Yp
pwibglGt Quwywfuph AwgnpnpGpnG: dpwunmwGp
wpnbop dnngw”d £ Qwy dnnnynipnph pdpnuwn
Gywpwahpp, pE Yp thnpék Qwinipbw
fiwdptipnuehtGG nt JhwuGwlywG nidp: ‘vwpu GughGp
ek hGswku dpwunwGh YunwdwpneepGp LwniG
YGwGpp Yp ndniwpwglE LQwywluph dkye:

dpwuwmwGh wwpwdphG Gpypnpnwlwh
ywpdwpwGGpp &ph o6G, hGywku Udbiphhugh
U'hwgbiw] ‘bwfiwGaGtpnt AwGpughG nuypngGtipp: buy
Quiwfuph 2powlGhG dke, GhyewYwb nwpluwGtpkG
whoww, AphdGwlwb ndniwpniehtGGip Yw
GpypnpnwlywhG JupdwpwGGbpniG Uko:
Thwuwaghppbipnt, BlGywpwwbnipbw,
otindnighsGtipnt ti qpGGwlwG whwnipGlipnt
sqnintehtGp Yp ndntwpwgGhG Zwy LwywfupghhG
GpypnpnuiyuiG nwnd unwGup: Uy dkyp 4 pwunwGh
GtpphG YEnunnin pwnwpwywbniebwb wpnpiGp £ G
ns pEk npwyniwd: YpwumwG php wqquihG
YwGnGwaonphG Awdwdwyl, wwpuwnp £ mpwdwnpb
éph nwnd dhGske GpypnpnwywG JwpdwpwG G

vuimnuihpuLniiGn

$hGwlGuwinptp nupngwywb wihipwdbon dwhuubinp:
Fwyg pun bpbingehG Quwywfuph 2powlp YpwunwiGh
wdbGEG phy YppwlwlG Guwuwn uwnwgnn 2powGGEpLG
dEyG E: Ugu quwnpnanudp Guwunwlwnpnuwd k
fjupobightiint AwyniphitGp Gt wlGninnwyhonkG
mbnwipnfubipnt fwgnitehtGp QuwywlupkG:
Nhdpwhunniehiip win £, np dwinyehiip OudwGbwG
Yuupnuyetwb Ayuwwnwy nwd dwdwGwly wi, GnGwGdwG
nwiwnpniebwG YEGewnpynikp:

hGywku Yp Gunblp, wwundniyehilp GniGp dGugwd
E, uwluwil pwnptipwjumwpwp, Gwbr GniGp ywhiwd L
QwintG woluwwnwukp Gywpwaghpp: dwiipp Quiywjuph
dke ywdwponkG Yp pwpniGuybG hpbiGg nwunwdp G wdkG
owlip Yp pwihtb pwg wwhbkine nwpngGtipnt nnGbpp,
prrwy wyn vkyp dnnnynipnkG AwGquwGwyniehiGGin
fiwiwpbiny pLt Awunipwpbp G&GEnGwpYyGhp
Ywauwytpwtiing : byuwquG dhongunnidGlipny' 2001
enthG Quywluph vk Yp qunGnibhG don 110 LwiywwG
nwnpngltp plngpyting 22 Awqwp wawybipnGtp:
dbtpotipu wyu nupngGhipniG dbd dwup LwywunwGEG Yp
unwGwG ppbGg nwuwaghppbpkG dwu dp: LwywumwGh
Qwlpwwybmnpebwi Yppwlywb GuwliwpwpniehiGp
wlywlwwbu ppwing Lwjwhpghpl wwpwwwphG,
dpwuwmwGh YuwnwdwpniebwG fGn AudwdwyGniehtG
YGpwd E nwnnnipebtwiG Gt qgphwnniebtwi nwuwaghppbin
wwuwfindbint: Mwgdwbwagppp Gube Yp 2Gonk, np
nwuwaghppbtinkG ny vEyp wkwnp £ dwibpkG (Ggnih Yud
wwwdnipbwb wnbGsninn qhpp prwy:

QwywunmwGh YppwlywG GuwhiwpwpniehiGp Gubi
mwppbip dwnwyniehtGGipnd Yp Anquy Lwywfuph
nwnpngulwGGEpniG wkwnpbpp: dwywunwG Lwywtuph
nuwGnnGpniG ywiwnniy YppwenawlyGhp Yp npwdwnpk
wnhp pGdwting winGg pwpépwanG nuudwG Ainbikpne:
Uppwlwi GupuwpwpniehiGp GnGhuly ywGdG wnwd k
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niunighsGip  wwwpwuwmbint ywwnnity woluwnwGp'
Quywpuph 2powGhG Awdwp:  bul wGnhG uthpinpp
nwpwodphG, dblp wlwGwunbu YyywGbipG Ghp pL
Qwy OqlnipbwG UhniehiGp, hGywku dhown, wiquwd
up b QwymebwG Jupyp pwpép Yp wwhk npubiinpbpng
hp dwpnwuppwYwG ndp wu wiqud Qwywfuph vke:
Ugnt 20U-p Quwdwiuph ApdGunpwdp dhong bt
Swlwwwpf nupdwd £ 2ppwlGh nupngGhipnt Jpwlyp
pwpbwdwl wo2fuwnwGppG: Uguwhunyg LwywunmwGG
nt LOU'-p Gbinp-8tnph hptiGg YwpbhG h qnpd Yp
nGGG, Suywfph 2powlh JwpdwpwbGipp pwg
wwhbne:

Ypwunmwb, wwwhuh wGdwpnwihG pwyg
dhwdwdwGwy GyniGnipbwdp Yniqk Quijwhupp wwpwtip
QwinipbGh: QdwynipbwG dhwuGwlwdniehtGp G
Quwywfuph ZwynpnhGhpniG ppkiGg AnnbipnilG Junswd
dbwint Ywdpp pninphu wnobtit AkpphwpewihG G
wwwndwywl wwwnytp dp Yp qdwgpbG AwdwyG Lwy
dnnnynipnhG GhipghG gnAntGwyniehilGp pwpdpwglbipng :

Uyu £ GipYwiphu, LuwywpwhwinipebwG
nhdwagpwiwd Ynpwlwhb ndniwpniehGGtpp, npnGp vtq

uthptnpwfiwy GphinnwuwpGtipu, nkd AwGnhdwG Yp nGEG
Gnp dJwpwmwhpwiipGipnt gopwihp YwGqGhpnt
QuywppwhwgmptwG: UWGnhG dap 2nipe wwwnytipp
Up 2nenth, ndpwiunwpwn, wG Yp pwypwinth Uhwghw
VwhwbpbGbpnt wwpwdphG, wwop plnfiwGpuwku
ZwiwywG nwpngGipnt wawlykpnniebw6 ehip Gppwing
Up Gniwgh, Awhwnwy Awgnebwb ehth wpédwGwopwd
wéhG, bt wwlwehG Ywpg dp updwpGGipnt
wwpuwqwihG Yp uwwunth, np ppkiGg nnGipp thwytiG:
Gpp dwpnhy LwyuwlywG nwpng thwybp fiwdwhwiwuwn
dtind Yp uwmnpwnwubG wywqwlG pnibwwwnwy
fiwpgbipnt, dnnnynipnu whwh GwhwGok. . . :

Uiwwwuply dwpwnwfpwibp dp G, wyu wiGgqwd
pninpyhG wquwm wuwdwGGipnt 0k dwy nwpngp
Ywlgnil wywhAbkint hpwyhbwy:

Qwpg Ynt wwd, wpnbo’p Uuwmniwd dhow
Y pwunwGh GowG wbunnyephGGp LwyniebwG nkd wkwnp
E nGk, npwktugh dtGp dbgh synpulgGkGp, dhwuhG
w2fuwwhGp, b wlnpwnwnGwlp dtp wqquihG G
dwpnwuppwlwG wwpunwywbnehGGipnG LwinietwG
Awlnkw:
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STRUGGLING
TO SURVIVE:

By Shant Baboujian

This summer | had the blessed
opportunity to visit Javakhk for the
first time. It was truly an eye
opening and mind-expanding
journey. Although it is important
to know our history in the country
of Georgia, the situation in Javakhk
and the important role it plays in
the bigger political
scheme have allowed us to
turn our attention to the
people in Javakhk. The
Armenians there live
through economic
suppression, financial
hardship, unemployment,
injustices, and are denied
basic human rights. In
this article, 1 will do my
best to show my
translations from the
people of Javakhk, as |
experienced their
determination, their
vigilance, and their fight
for basic human rights.

My trip began with
negotiations in Armenia with
several taxi drivers to transport us
to Javakhk. After several days and
visits to the taxi rest stop, we finally
found a reasonable driver who
would take us to Javakhk at a fair
price, so we thought. The sensible
price came with a life threatening
drive, by a man who believed that

God had created the world only for
him. As we were driving out of
Yerevan, at what seemed to be
close to 80 mph, an Armenian
police officer raised his baton to
the air to stop the speeding taxi
driver. The driver completely
ignored the police officer as he
continued to speed away and

[T WAS AN AMAZING SITE
TO THE SEE THE GARMEER,
GABOUYD, NARINCHA-
KOUYN FLOWING SO
MIGHTY AND PROUD.
WITH EACH GUST OF
WIND,THE FLAG ROARED
WITH A CALL TO ALL
ARMENIANS AROUND
TO WORLD TO WAKE UP.

smoke cigarettes all the way to
Javakhk.

As we approached the
Armenian border | was filled with
mixed emotions of anxiety and
anger. | was anxious because |
couldn’t wait to see part of my
homeland and didn’t know what to
expect. On the other hand, | had

also become angry because of all
the things I had heard about what
the Armenians of Javakhk endure
on a daily basis. After paying our
dues to the Armenian Government
for our visas again, we entered
Javakhk. One sharp difference
between Armenia and Javakhk was
apparent right at the border. The
roads on Armenian
territory were fixed and
paved. On the Georgian
side, right after the
border, the roads were
made of dirt and rocks,
without any pavement.
Consequently, our speed
had to drop
tremendously. As we
passed a few villages, |
noticed a certain village
lifestyle, which was labor
intensive. From children,
to parents, and even
grandparents, they were

carrying hay, on
horseback, and doing
farm work.

Our first stop was at the first lake
we saw, called “Madatapa”. At this
point, our very nationalistic guide
Nayri took out his well-hidden
Armenian flag and ran with it near
the water. It was an amazing site
to the see the Garmeer, Gabouyd,
Narinchakouyn flowing so mighty
and proud. With each gust of wind,
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Picture of Bedros Tourian in a classroom at
Ruben DerMinassian Armenian School +
Akhalkalak, Georgia '

Photo by T. Yardemian

the flag roared with a call to all
Armenians around to world to
wake up. It was roaring with a
purpose to quench its hunger for
justice and equality.

Throughout our 5-day trip, we
traveled from village to village
talking to people and getting a
better understanding of how they
live out their days. The people of
Javakhk are by far the most
hospitable people | have metin my
life. We went from home to home
and were fed at each location.
People treated each other with
respect and love. In the village of
Deleaf, we met a lady known to the
village youth as Sona morkour.
She lived off the land, making her
own butter, bread, and used several
types of animals to survive. She
brought us homemade wine, and
cooked some eggs with about a jar
of butter and forced us to eat. The
village youth came over to welcome
us, as we ate and they sang
nationalistic songs about their
village. Sona morkour spoke a lot

22 .WINTER.2007.HAYTOUG

about her homeland. She said that
although this was her home, she
feels like she is part of the
Diaspora. She spoke sadly about
how the displacement of our
people away from the homeland is
unfortunate, but her soul and spirit
rang with confidence when she
spoke of how Javakhk will unite
with Armenia.

In the same village, we stopped
at an Armenian church. The
church had no roof, weeds were
growing inside the church, and the
door had a big lock to stop villagers
from going inside. An old lady told
us about how the devout villagers
prayed daily and lit candles while
waxing them on the door of the
church. She proudly claimed that
no ruined church or metal lock
could stand between the villagers
and their faith.

As we traveled to Armenian
schools throughout Javakhk, the
same theme of rubble rang all
across. With Georgian flags at the
doorsteps, most schools had walls

caving in, rooms closed off
because roofs had collapsed,
pictures of Fedayees hanging from
the walls. These pictures signified
astruggle in many of the students
and villagers in each town,
including our guide Nayri. The
people of Javakhk are not willing
to give up the lands, which they
were raised on. They are
reminded each day that living in
unbearable conditions could only
lead to a civil unrest.

Towards the end of our trip,
we approached the Baku-Ceyhan
pipeline headquarters.
Surprisingly, in the middle of
potato farms, the headquarters
was completely renovated with
brand new expensive cars in the
parking lot. We were told that
even though this structure was
right in the center of Armenian
population, the government of
Georgia did not employ any
Armenians here. When they are
short on workers, rather than
hiring local Armenians, they bring



AN OLD LADY TOLD US ABOUT  {aser pay, and kesp the Armenians
HOW THE DEVOUT VILLAGERS i heatquariers. we saw an olc
PRAYED DA”_Y AND |_|T CANDLES Armenian man farming potatoes. In his

70’s, he was still doing labor-intensive

WHILE WAXING THEM ON THE "0 b e spporanity to vis
DOOR OF THE CHURCH.  SHE 3t Wit vty o
PROUDLY CLA”\/IED THAT NO Armenian Relief Society. This part of my

trip gave great hope and strength to all

RUINED CHURCH OR METAL the despair | had experienced thus far.

Without any furniture just yet, the

LOCK COU |_D STAND BETWEEN Armenian center was filled with youth

day and night. When we visited, some
THE \/l LLAG ERS AND TH ElR FAH’H local youth were giving educationals to
’ the badanees on various topics. The kids,
eager to learn, asked a lot of questions.
The foundations of the Armenian people
in Javakhk were being replanted in the
children and gave them the opportunity
to have a second home at the Armenian
center.
On my way back from Javakhk, I had
a lot of time to reflect on my trip. It
occurred to me that our lives are so
different, but it was strange to be able to
connect instantly with the Javakhk youth.
In America, the daily challenges of our
youth include fighting assimilation;
educating ourselves about our history;
preparing young minds to serve as future
leaders; fighting for recognition,
reparation, and restitution of the
Armenian Genocide; and keeping
ourselves politicized. The Armenian
youth in Javakhk are faced with different
daily struggles. They are forced to deal
with unemployment, a labor-intensive
lifestyle, the fight to keep their heritage
and culture alive, suppression from their
government, and living with the
uncertainty of their fate on that land.
Although our daily struggles differ, we are
both Armenian youth actively working
towards the betterment of our people and
for the future of our nation. The ideology
that makes us a nationalistic youth is also
the one that unites us around the globe.
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By Shant Melkonian

Since independence, Georgia
has been one of the most vital and
strategic neighbors for Armenia.
This strategic relationship is one
based |ar gely on economic necessity
driven by Armenia's dependence on
Georgia as the sole external link to
Russia. With the dual blockades
posed by Turkey and Azerbaijan,
Armenia relies on trade routes
running through Georgia for much
of its commerce. This obvious
dependant relationship has been
exploited with discriminatory price
structuring for Armenian goods
which passthrough Georgia, aswell
as being used as a sort of ransom
held over the heads of Javakhktsis.
Armenia has been forced into a

CAUGHT

BETWEEN A
ROCK AND
A HARD
PLACE

position of
complacency
when it comes to
the issue of
Javakhk and the
treatment of
Javakhk’s Armenian
population. Looking closer at
thisrelationship we can begin
to understand Georgia's
political strong-arming of this
social problem. With Armenia’s
economic viability at stake, Yerevan
has been forced to accept the
constraints inherent from such a
dependency; in this case the hollow
promises of reform within the
region of Javakhk. Taking into
account the economic neglect of
Javakhk and the inability of
Armenia to properly respond, the
desperate need for change existsin
this volatile relationship.

Relations between Javakhk and
the central Georgian government
have been strained for several
decades, stemming fromthelatter’s
conscious policy of economic
neglect. For years Javakhk hasbeen
the most underdeveloped region in
the country, with the highest
unemployment rate, lowest level of

state investment and home to one
of the oldest and most damaged
infrastructures in the area. The
Javakhk economy isbeing crippled
by the Georgian government, who
smacks the region with neglect,
leaving no room for economic
stability or growth. They corral their
heavy wooden stick and impose
burdens on the citizens of Javakhk.
This oppressive influence includes
cutting off the helping hand of
Armeniaby limiting theamount and
type of resources Armenia is able
to provide for the region. In order
to establish economic stability,
Javakhk’scitizens need control over
accumulation of necessary
resources—which is the natural
desire of any peoplethroughout the
globe—and the necessary jobs to
improve and grow this struggling
region.

Javakhk has clearly been
underserved by its parent country
which has ignored the regions
economic development. The
Republic of Armenia has tried to
galop into this dire circumstance
as the white knight, providing
resources and economic assistance
for this neighboring land. The
Republic of Armenia has faced its
own share of economic sufferingin
past years, but has recently seen a
heightened level of progress asthe
country attracts ever increasing
development and construction
projects. The experience it has
gained through the struggles of
managing its own economy has
compelled Armenia to lend an
invaluable helping hand, one that
has rekindled the spirits of this
thirsty region. With theforesight of
keeping Armenian culture and
heritage alive in Javakhk, the
Republic of Armeniahas played an
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important role in assisting the
Armenian population of Javakhk,
with particularly notable examples
in the field of education. For
example, theArmenian government
allocates approximately 100 million
dram (about $180,000) annually for
textbooksand suppliesto Javakhk’'s
schools. Another important
component of this Armenian aid
program isthe award of specialized
scholarshipsfor Javakhk studentsin
Armenian state universities.
Administered by the Armenian
Ministry of Education, this
scholarship program waives all
admission and testing requirements,
including financial enrollment fees
for university students from
Javakhk, in return for the pledge
that students return to their native
land upon graduation.
Additionally, the ability for
Armenia to supply electricity
directly to Javakhk without
connecting to the main Georgian
national energy grid isatremendous
step for the Republic of Armeniato
take. Although some
outstanding questions
remain concerning the
ownership and payment
schedule for this
Armenian-Javakhk
energy dedl, it allows
Armenia to directly
meet an important need
of the Javakhk
population and sets an
important precedent in
establishing a special
Armenian role in
assisting the region.
However, there
remains much to be
desired in terms of
tangibleaidtothedaily
lives of the citizens of

Javakhk. There exists the serious
need by theArmenian nation (inits
entirety) to aid Javakhk.

In Soviet years, therewerethree
large factories in Javakhk, making
cheese, cement and cables. Now all
three stand idle, victims of the
Soviet collapse and asset stripping
after industry was privatized. The
people of Javakhk mainly survive
in three ways today: by simple
commerce, through working at the
local Russian military base and
periodically leaving for seasonal
labor in Russia.

Commerceintheregionisvery
underdeveloped; the most
developed facet being the
agricultural sector, focused on the
cultivation of cereals(barley, whest,
oats) and potatoes as well as
stockbreeding (cows and sheep).
Individuals who own shops face
discrimination and wholesale
closures while those who work
within the local government face
indiscriminate firing, only to have
their jobsfilled by Georgians. Local

industry is virtually nonexistent,
aside from the service industry
connected with the local Russian
military base.

TheRussian military baseisthe
backbone of the region, but facesa

Photos by T. Yardemian
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plan for evacuation in 2008. The
base has been favorable to the
Armenian population of Javakhk
because of the jobs it is able to
provide for the region. The 62nd
Divisional Russian base at
Akhalkalaki, withitsforce of 3000
soldiers, is home to the Russian
147th Motorized RifleDivision. It
is also the largest, and only
reliable, source of employment in
Javakhk. The base provides jobs
for several thousand local
Armenians, offers the local
workers access to decent health
care and includes the operation of
a 500-person factory on the
grounds of the base. Some
estimates also reveal that nearly
half of the region’s population is
engaged in work related to
providing goods and servicestothe
base, afact of obviousimportance
to the struggling Javakhk regional
economy and its high
unemployment rate. Nearly half of
the 3000 Russian soldiers, both
officers and enlisted men,
stationed at the base are in fact
local Armenian residents. The
negotiated closure of the Russian
military facilities in Georgia has
been ongoing for several years,
with the Javakhk Armenians
consistently opposed and fearful of
theimplicationsand insecurity that
would result from a Russian
withdrawal. The Russian military
presence in the region, first
established in 1828, offered the
Javakhk Armenians their only
tangible reassurance in the face of
the population’s fear of the Turks.
Having aborder withTurkey twice
as long as with Armenia, Javakhk

is quite vulnerable to a potential
Turkish offensive. Therefore, the
Russian military presence also
servesasastrategic defense against
possible Turkish aggression.
Unfortunately, the Armenian

Ruben DerMinassian
Armenian School
Akhalkalak, Georgia

Photo by T. Yardemian

population intheregion hasnot had
very much of a say in the Russian
evacuation and many fear that the
baseriskseventualy faling into the
hands of Istanbul or NATO.

For Javakhktsis who are not
“fortunate” enough to have work
associated with the military base,
conditions force the male
popul ation to seasonally migrateto
Russia in search of work, only
returning to their families in the

Source: This article is based in part on the following:

Khatchik Der Ghoukassian and Richard Giragosian. 2001. Javakhk:

winter. This phenomenon has
proven to bealeading factor of the
population’s demise. As more
peopleleavelessare coming back.

Recently the Millennium
Challenge Corporation pledged
over $102 million for the
rehabilitation and construction of
245 kilometers of main roads to
reconnect Javakhk with itscapital.
Only time will tell if this helps
revive the local economies and
helps keep Javakhk’s population
Armenian.

How we deal with Javakhk
today isapremier question which
will affect the future of the
Armenian story. As the pages
unfold, will they deliver a
depressing assessment of what
happened to Armenians there or
will they tell us how the region
added economic value to a united
Armenian state, comprised of the
Republic of Armenia, Karabagh,
Nakhichevan, and Javakhk?

Discriminatory policy in
Javakhk aimed at pressuring the
local Armenian population to
migrate must end. The future of
Javakhk and its residence restsin
its ability to govern itself
autonomously  within the
framework of a Georgian
federation and to serve as an
intermediary of economic
integration between Georgia and
Armenia. Providing both sidesthis
type of cooperation could solveall
accumulated issues by providing
the people an opportunity to
expand their ties to both Thilisi
and Yerevan, benefiting al three.

Stability Through Autonomy.
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ANSWERING THE QUESTION:

WHAT'S BEING

By Lilian Abedian

Living in a region where socio-economic
pressures are increasing and culture is
continually threatened, Armenians worldwide
must do as much as they can to help the residents
of Javakhk and at the same time help preserve
the conceptualization of the complete Armenian
identity.

Many organizations including the Armenian
Youth Federation, the Javakhk Fund and the
Armenian Relief Society have made Javakhk a
priority on their agendas. The AYF, with
its thirteen chapters throughout the Western
Region, tries to raise awareness amongst its
members and communities and contribute by all
means, financial and otherwise.

Whether it’s by holding chapter educationals
to strengthen knowledge and understanding of
this forgotten region or by creating fundraising
events to contribute directly to Javakhk, the AYF
has kept Javakhk a part of its consciousness with
the hopes of one day seeing this Armenian
populated region grow and flourish.

Reconnecting with the homeland has been an
omnipresent theme within the AYF. Whether
with Armenia proper, Karabagh or Javakhk, the
importance for Armenian Diasporan youth to
have a connection to their ancestry is invaluable.
One project organized by the AYF with the
intentions of strengthening our bond with
Hayastan is Youth Corps. Youth Corps is one of
the best opportunities for Armenian youth to
engage in and to play an active role in making a
tangible difference within our homeland. The
program allows young Armenians to spend
approximately five weeks in Armenia and
Karabagh supplying the manpower to villages
where residents are attempting to rebuild their
lives. By helping with the rebuilding process,
participants establish priceless relationships

DONE?

with locals, as well as the land itself. Aside from
supplying real, positive assistance to our
brethren in Armenia, participants experience the
homeland in the most meaningful way.
Recognizing the need for Diasporan assistance,
the AYF is in planning to hold future Youth Corps
programs within the Javakhk region. One more
building block in the progress of our nation. For
more information about the AYF Youth Corps
program please contact www.AYFwest.org.

The Armenian Relief Society (ARS), the
organizing body of the Javakhk Fund, has been
working towards the economic, spiritual and
cultural betterment of Javakhk for many years
now. With multifaceted humanitarian programs
operating in Javakhk, the ARS tries to help the
people to help themselves. Due to an insufficient
amount of hospitals and medical assistance,
much aid goes to providing access to health care.
Since unemployment is a major issue in Javakhk,
farming projects such as production plants are
being established to help the economic hardship
of unemployed residents. Besides providing
basic medical aide and agricultural opportu-
nities, one of the organizations proudest
contributions to the people of Javakhk is the
openings of youth centers in the region. The
centers, which contain libraries, compu-
ter stations and cafés, serve as a dis-
tinct environment for the youth. Used for
various events such as athletic games, seminars
and as venues to host lectures, as well as
for entertainment purposes, the centers have
created an atmosphere which fosters Armenian
culture, language and heritage. The ARS has
many projects planned for the near future,
including work within the local schools of
Javakhk. For more information about the
Armenian Relief Society please contact
www.ARS1910.0rg.
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THEIR

STRUGGLE

OUR

STRUGGLE

By Vatche Soghomonian

Western Armenia consists
of cities such as Van, Moush,
Gars, Ardahan and many
others. Today, Western
Armenia is under Turkish
control and belongs to the
Republic of Turkey.

In the years following the
Armenian Genocide and the
Armenian battles for
independence in Sardarabad,
Gharakiliseh, and Bash Abaran,
the 28" President of the United
States, Woodrow Wilson—
along with Turkey and the

Allied Powers—signed the Treaty
of Sévres which promised the
formation of “Wilsonian
Armenia”. This Armenia had its
borders stretched to the Black
Sea and incorporated such lands
as Van, Moush, Gars, Bitlis,
Erzerum, Trebizond and so on.
However, the Treaty of Sévres
was not enforced and the
Ottoman Turkish Government
never respected these borders.
As a result, the world
expected Armenians to forget
about Sévres and forget the lands
promised by it. They made these
expectations as if these lands

were never ours in the first place
and we had no tie to them. Eighty-
eight years have passed since the
signing of the Treaty, and in those
eighty-eight years, we have not
once forgotten its text, nor have we
forgotten the lands; our lands.

Why are these lands so
important to us? Why do they
matter? The simplest response
would be, because they represent
our past and future. No matter
how long they have been taken
captive they are still ours.
Armenians have lived on these
lands from the beginning of our
history including the time period
throughout the existence of the
Ottoman Empire. On these lands
we preserved our history, religion,
culture, and language, regardless
of Turkish oppression. Armenians
were always the majority
population in these lands; in areas
like Sassoun, Zietoun, Cilicia, and
Van, the Armenian majority kept
and defended actual autonomy—
meaning they had self governing
communities within the Ottoman
Empire. Imagine Armeniansin the
United States, being the majority
population in a city, and then
governing that city with its own
laws. That is what we had in
Western Armenia until Turks
carried out the Genocide.
Armenians in western provinces
were slaughtered by the Turks and
driven from their homes. In areas
like Van, we fought, not with an
expectation of victory; rather we
fought from an instinctual reaction
to prolong survival.

Today, the whole world may
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believe that these lands actually
belong to Turkey, that there is no
way they will come back to their
rightful owners, and they very
well may be right. Logic says that
Turkey has no reason to fear
Armenia militarily and so far not
too much reason to worry legally.
Collectively, as Armenians we
may see this task of getting our
lands back as a goal for dreamers
and idealists while we continue to
wait for the international
community to condemn Turkey
and recognize the Armenia
Genocide. Along with that
recognition, we also hope that the
international community will
demand reparations and
restitution from Turkey in the
form of the return of our occupied
territories.

I was fortunate enough to
have gone to Western Armenia.
There, 1 was able to swim in Lake
Van, to see the Monastery of
Akhtamar and to climb the
mountains which our Fedayees
climbed. | was able to stand on
Solugki Gamourj, the Bridge of
Solugh, where Kevork Chavoush

Armenia that | walked the land
that our forefathers and mothers
lived on, fought for, and died for.

Without struggle there is no
progress. This is something we
must repeat to ourselves daily.
After the Genocide and into the
1980’s, the dream of having
Karabagh seemed so distant; the
dream of having an independent
Armenia seemed so remote. It did
not seem possible that those
lands would once again be ours,
but the actions and sacrifices of
dreamers and idealists made it
reality.

We simply did not forget
about Armenia, about Karabagh;
we chose not to accept the
concept that Karabagh was lost
and will never be ours again. We
told our mothers, fathers, sisters,
and brothers in Karabagh that we
think of them, we love them, we
stand with them in their struggle
and that their struggle is our
struggle. We sent them clothes,
food and anything else we could.
It was then that we knew that, as
a people, we were united, and no
matter what hardships we go

WHEN THINGS GOT HEATED AND WAR
BROKE OUT THE DIASPORA STOOD UP
AND SAID, “OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
WE REMEMBER YOU AND WE ARE YOU'.”

fought and died. | was in Van,
where our people heroically
fought against the Turks who
were attempting to wipe out our
existence. It was in Western

through and how many
thousands of miles apart we are,
the lives of any Armenian affects
the lives of all Armenians.

When things got heated and

war broke out the Diaspora stood
up and said, “Our brothers and
sisters, we remember you and we
are you.” During the Karabagh
war we sent anything we could to
help the fight. In addition to
supplies, we sent something else,
something that showed that we
simply do not see Karabagh as a
place in need of charity; that we
do not help Karabagh to make
ourselves feel better. The
Diaspora sent something that
showed that we are Karabaghtsis
as well: we sent lives. Many
people went to fight and die so
that that land could once again be
ours. It has been 14 years since
the cease-fire and that war is by
no means over, but we have
succeeded; succeeded in the fact
that we have regained control of
Karabagh and succeeded in
proving to ourselves the resilience
of our people... when united.

We must now once again
come together, unified, to the aid
of our Javakhk. Here too we find
a land of subjugated Armenians
awaiting the aid of the vast power
which is our Diaspora. Just like
we sent the message to Karabagh,
we will send the message to
Javakhk. Just as we are
Karabaghtsi, we are at the same
time Javakhktsi as well, and we
do not see their struggle for
survival as “their struggle”
because it is OUR struggle.

When thinking about the
Armenian Nation, think about the
following:

No one is free when any
others are oppressed...
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Gnyhp ‘bwighph

PGowk" op uhpbid, Gplhp hd Yhgniws,
Nwinpgnwd YbpunpG upbiphG untpuwgp .
hGywk"u sp uppbd- fkgniebwdp gniwd,
Mt Goplwwwuwply jungniwd Shpwdwyn:

NppwG np GpwG wpptGhn wqwh,
hnL Ywdwinp qnfi- pninpp winthp.
hni ywikwn Gnwp wGwpwun YpYuwg-
Qupbiph YnpuwG, fwentwd hd Gpyhp:

Zpykq pn finqhG, npwyku wnwwn funGy,
U2tuwpfip fiwdwn wwpgbghp wlwwpw,
&bq plnniGbghp Gpnnuwd nu BpyndGp,
kne wppwywpwp G nt wGiywpun:

dwd &, | Gnpphg, hd dShpwGwywn,
Opwhwinpnipp fuwGnny tuGnwaghG,
Qwnhp GpyniGph ghotipnid fuwiwn,
Zpny dypwnniwd GuighptbwG AnghG. . .

1915 JwhwG SkpbwG
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Sunjwijupwihug Sdphn

Lunfo Ohwigwliul

dwivo OfiwGowlbwG dGwd L 1873-hG,
Ypwunmwbh Upwpwiwp quiwnp: ULGwGphG
pGpwgphG tnwd E pwnwpwlw6 Gt wybnwlwb
gnpdphs ni dwy dtnwihnhuwlwG
Twolwlgniebwl Yniuwhgnipbw
wlnwu:

OfwGowGbwG hp nwypngwlwG
wnwnhGbpp wignig @hdihu ne Mtnwhw,
nip MrnwwhwgkG unwigwt hp pd2gulyuG
wmhunnnup: Ugu nwpbopowGhG Gubi
dGbih vk Qdwy ShnwihnpuwlwG
NwoGwlygnebwi YniuwlygnebwG Jdks
w2luwnwlp wnwGking, wowygniehilp
Goipywy Ep Ephunwihnp UhpwybGwGh
YnnphG: 1902-EG dhGobir 1905 hpp pdhoy
qnponiGhwy Ep ©@hdhup Pwpnid opowGp: 1908-hG
(rnwupng gupp, ORwGowGEWGHG dEnpwlyu b wntwe,
pwGunwpybing qhGe www wpunping Uphwbphw:

UnweohlG dwdwo2uwpfiwghG wwwmbpwqdh

finLpth SEpUhlnuuturh

rnpkG 3Gwd £ dpwunmwGh Uuwipwiwp 2pswin
1882-pG, Gnwd E wgquwipl-wquuwgpwlwd
ownddwlG qnpdps:

Uppniehip unwgwd £ EodhwdGh SEnpgbwG
ShdwpwGp G Pnwupng LwqupbwG
qwpdwpwp:
owpniGwybnt Awdwp
dGtith AwdwpuwpwGp:

UG qnpdoG tnwd £ Uwpup dke:
uhyny ndwGh YnnpphG, Ynniwd L
phipnbpne nkd, Gwbt SEnpg 2winiphG
fikin, Swpolh 2powlp, dwu Yugdwd
E «Unipnitjup UnnihGy»: 2winigp
dwAwGw kG Gwp, MnipkG Y'prwy
NwobGwygniebwb ndbpnt wbwn:

UGnwdwlygtiiny 2wy
Stnwihnfuwywb TPwrGwygnipbwb, dwubwygwd L
1909-h «5-pn» bt 1911-h «7-pn>» pGnfiwGnep
dnnnyGbpniG:  1915-pG nBEYwywpwd £ Uwuling
hGpGwwwonwwbniehibp, ywneEwhiwpbing @npphG

FRwpdpwaniG niunwdp
(wlwluwd k

dwdwlwly,
@hdihu,

OfiwGowGbwG Gipnwdng  Ybpwnwpdwte
hpptr pdhoy qnpdtiny UndYyuwubwG
nwqgdwwlwwhG Ypwy: Vwbr dwGh dke php
pdowlwlG qpwwlygniphip no
oqGnepGp gnigupbpwd E: 1917-h
Mhniupny dhwnpniwpbwG
tinwihnfuniebGEG Gwnp, Awdw-
nniuwunwGbwG uwhfdwGwnpp dnnnypG
wywwmgwdwiLnp Gnwt: Vwhbi
wiwuwmwGh AwGpwwybuniEbiwG
wnwohl wilwhuniebwl dwdwlwy
OfiwGowGbwG nwt wpwnwphG qnpdng
Guwhiwpwnp wwyw' AwGpuwbnnipbwG
Jupswuwbinp: bp opny unnpugpniigut
Utiph nw2Gwaghpp, npniG AknbiwGpny
QwiwunwGh AwGpwwbwniehip GwGgsnibgue:
1920-wlywG pniwlwGGEpnlG Swhhpth dke  Gnwi
«QwdwgquihGy dowynipwywi b pGyEpwlygnietwG
fihdGunhpGepEG dtyp: Vwhiwgwr Swhhpk, 1947-hG:

nt wGgGbind nkwh UndYwu:

UGnwdwygwd £ dwing UgqquihG unpfinipnhG,
dwubwinp nopwnpniehtG nupdGhng  wpbdunwfiog
qunpwlwbbGbipnt  wtnwinpdwG AwpghlG,
www'  pGuopniwd LwiwuwmwGh
QwhpwwbwnipbwlG ghGninpwlwG
Gwluwpwnp:

(PnipkG, php GnnlG no qnpdniGhiwg
ytGgwnp YwpdwGwapk 7 Rwwnplng
thgwwmwlywanph dp dke, thpybinyg
pwquwpeht $nwihGbipnt wlnGGEpG no
hptGg waqquihG Ytwlptipp dnnwgnidt;:
Uiu qnpdp gwppe Yp wwhkt hp
YwptitnpniehiGp, n’ dhuyG npny At wiyG
opkipnt $LwnmwhGlipnt swpdwlwgpniwd
nkwpbpG nt dnnwgniwd nkdpbtpnt dwupG
Yp fuoup, wy Gwbkr npnyfibnmbr Yp wwhk pp
nwumhwpwlswlwl pngep' wnweGnpnbiny Ghpluy

ubipniGnp nkwh wqquuppniepll G AwgptGGuuppnieiG:
Up Jwhwlwy dpwluw:
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You have a gun
And I am hungry

You have a gun
Because | am hungry

You have a gun
Therefore | am hungry

You can have a gun
You can have a thousand bullets and even another thousand
You can waste them all on my poor body
You can kill me one, two, three, two thousand, seven thousand times
But in the long run
I will always be better armed than you

If you have a gun
And |
Only hunger.
- Otto Rene Castillo
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The Turkish

Government uses
various means to deny,
distort, and delude its
history. You can help

bring the Turkish

government to

justice by visiting...
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Youth Corps...

Phone

818.507 1033

E-mail
ayi@ayiwest.org

— Website
—— ayfwest.org
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