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EDITORIAL

April 24, 1916. The date has a symbolic meaning
for every Armenian: the survivors of the Armenian
Genocide are reminded of the atrocities they had
witnessed; their children are reminded of the loss of
their grandparents; and we, the grandchildren, come
to realize that despite the Turkish Government's at-
tempt to exterminate our nation, we have survived
and have begun the struggle not to seek revenge, but
to seek justice for the unpunished crime perpetrated
against our fathers. And yet, sixty-nine years after
the start of this century's first genocide, justice has
remained unserved, and the world continues to turn
a deaf ear to the demands of the reborn Armenian
People.

The key word here, however, is demands. We are
no longer a victimized nation, we no longer have to
struggle to survive, first as individuals in foreign
lands, and then as a collectivity. No, we have come
through these trying phases victoriously. Over the
years, most of us have fully integrated ourselves into
these “foreign" societies which no longer seem to be
s0 foreign, we have learned theirlanguages at the ex-
pense of forgetting our own, we have adopted their
lifestyles. It is very easy to forget the atrocities, the
injustice, the ongoing battle, amidst all of this new-
found comfort...

April 24, 1984, Life may be much easier if we were
to forget, but today, we have succeeded in rekindling
the dying flame and turning it into a raging blaze. Our
youth has sacrificed its easy ways of life and indeed,
even life itself. They have sacrificed, only to find
themselves imprisoned by foreign governments
which neither share nor understand their struggle for
freedom and justice. Yet, these same governments
justify their own existence and power based on the
very same principles of freedom and justice. Others,
most of us, have vowed to pursue our national goals
at all costs. We have committed ourselves to the
fight, and we have nothing to lose.

We have succeeded in bringing our People to a
position where it makes demands, rather than accep-
ting the wrongdoing inflicted upon it. The Armenian
Cause has been transformed into the Armenian Na-
tional Liberation Struggle, and as the years pass
since the Genocide, and the time span widens, we
paradoxically come closer to reaching our goals.
With each annual commemoration, the heat of the
flame intensifies to the amazement of the world. The
perpetrators of the gross crime had hoped that over

Cont. on page 2

Ylggl’ dwy Sinuupnjuwlywb FuwpGuwlygmphpilp




2

{Eml" u-.l'l.ll.lil'lu- l:fl'.'.llil

Buwlwb ppwinilflbpp by wwljpwihl, wju fnyh
Yunwwpniphoblibpp hpbGf hpblg Yulinuwbbi
ufmprll.lm‘]hﬂ |'|pu.n.1.uﬂg b mp:}mpnlphmﬂ lI-II.H.?I.I'I.l.I-]Iun
whwnnuphilbp: buly JbGf, fbp Gupghl, Jbnwd
bif wwyfwph) Jbp wpnup uwhi hudwp, npod-
hbwbr wju wlwpgup wipwphpl Jky hppby wegq
gnjunbibpn hwdwp Thwyl Skl Jhyng nBhif,
Jupuinbu iy fup:

bppbe dnqnynupy updwd bEF wibih wwhal-
gunnkp, by wybwu 3bGF plooulpp Jbp nbd bnwd
mﬂmp:}manprﬂﬂhpE: lmlqmﬁmﬂ hml'lﬂil} Ybpudwd
bOF Zwjlulul Uguewgpuljwl Twjfwph: b
pufwlspip wlglng waphh hbn, wibjh Jwpane-
fwlwgud bGf b punlwny ywhwlgwabp, Jup-
dbu wnbjh fownbgud bEF Jbp bpuglbpae ppouljw-
Gwgdwl: Bo wdtl Uphy 24-hG, Yp bpulin-
pogblif Sbp nupoinp by hp hgopuglibGf dbp Ynnibyn
Jlnwlhwilauphulip: Nl nop-buwli Ubdwgn i
nfpuwgnpdlbpp  p  goouwghl  pk dedwlulh
plpwgfhl hpblg gnpdwd nbhnlbpp Yp dongnpl,
pujg phbe Jbpuwwypnnlbpoy phop dwdwlulh pl-
pugfhl Yp Gnuugh, vwluw)l wlnfg wby oo quy
Ginp wbpnilg Jfp, wbpmlip fp np fugdnuwd
u,lu.ahwﬂ!mml:p hpbmmumpl}an—thp, npnﬂf q!i-
waligbiny hpblg Twprljwyhl ppuoncifibpedd Yp
wuhwlghl hpblg hpwunilfp wypbny hpblig ww-
whlwlwl hagbpeul Jpwy, wqun by wlljwle:
Mwyfwpp wjjbie gupéwd b wlbbopbwy: Uayph
24-p wyibwu hp pnphppulizt oy pt bBobalp wy)
Ubp Jbpudlind wquunwmgpuljwl supdnolp:

Upg, plybplbp, bykf wlqud fp buu Ybpw-
UnpngblGf dbp bpyaudp® wu)fwpbine hwy wqqhlb
hpuinc GfGbpacl hwdwp, Jtl fogd Ghnbinyd Jbp
wnopbw) qpunoulibpp, ppdegpuibpnyd  wdkl
wbuwlh jonyplnnnlbpl no pupnclwlblf Ynpup:
Fron Jbq pulnwplbl, pu)g shil fpliwp juubgliby
Ubp junpwulwl bppp: Winbf 3bl wbulbp np Jdbp
wyfupp wprnup b b hbwbuwpwp 3h Yplwp
fiqfnipy: @bl whulitp np Jbq Glybnyd wlnff
wwnfBiun §'pppul dhp wuw)fuphl wibjh vwunljo-
gnudhli:

Fron Bagphy 24-p pppuy ponlulyelul wg
opp, bpp hwy dngnynupnp hppby FR prmdgf,
wghnwphpl whnp puk.- 2bGf Yplup Fanlvg fhp
wlghup nu Gwhwwwllbpp, sbGF Yplwp ghgh
bv bppbf whwh jqhshlf, by Jbppuybs wnwlyg
wpnupnuphl vnwlwpoy, Thp qbGfbpp Jup yhnh
snlibGf: bppt'f:

Ny fup Thliyhe junpobol:

Cont. from page 1

time it would be forgotten. But even as the genera-
tion of survivors gradually disappears, it is being
replaced by a new generation of angry youth which
carries its Cause a step further from the actual
Genocide: it demands its right to choose to live in its
historical homeland without the threat of foreign
domination. The struggle is carried on each day
throughout the Diaspora. April 24th is merely a sym-
bol of that struggle.

Let us, then, approach April 24th this year as an
opportunity to consciously renew the commitment
we have made, as a day during which we shun our
daily routines in order to realize the intensity of that
commitment. Yes, we are being harassed,
persecuted, and suppressed by the forces which at-
tempt to extinguish our flame once and for all. But
those same forces fail to realize one thing: our strug-
gle is irrepressible; it cannot be stopped in the face of
this persecution. On the contrary, the result in point
of fact is the further intensification of our fight. Let
April 24th be the day upon which the Armenian Peo-
ple come together symbolically as one to remind the
world that we will never forget, we will never com-
promise, and most of all, that without the rendering
of justice, we will never surrender.

STRUGGLE UNTIL VICTORY!
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Outbursts: An Outline

Often they ask me,
The poet,

Why is it

That

| suffer so

In solitude

Or otherwise

The way

They say

One's not supposed to;
Yet others

Ask mea,

The revolutionary,
How do | beliave
In a struggle
Vehemently so
The way

They say

One’s not supposed to;
People ask me,
The lover,

How can |

Make love to it s0
When

At least for now
They say

It can't be touched
Mor made love to
The way

They say

One's not supposed 1o;

Even you

All of you sometimes
Ask me

Tha prisoner,

Why do | do

Or did

In life

All the wrong things
That | did or do
Which

You say

One’s not supposed to;

I'i

The human,
Do

All the things
| do

In the way

| feel or

| think
Which

You say

One's not supposad to
Because

| believe in doing
What I'm supposed to
The way

My conscience

The purest

Dictates me to.

Viken H.

Being
An Armenian

It has been a year since |'ve attended an Armenian
school. Yes, it has been over a year since | have
taken an Armenian language, history, or religion
class. And sometimes | wonder, am | forgetting my
Armenian, and am | slowly forgetting how to be an
Armenian?

Maybe | think | am forgetting my Armenian
because | do not remember all the long words | learmn-
ed in the eight grade two years ago. Or maybe it is
because | don't remember the details of some of the
battles | learned in Armenian history. And | worry,
am | forgetting my Armenian?

But this can not be true. At an Armenian gather-
ing, | listen to two people speaking my language. |
start to laugh as | understand the joke the woman
tells her friend. | sing the songs of war and of joy, the
songs of old Armenia. Sometimes | find myself think-
ing in Armenian. It is at times like these | am certain
that | have not forgotten my Armenian, nor have |
forgotten how to be an Armenian. For being an
Armenian does not depend upon which school you
go to.

Being Armenian, is having an Armenian mind. And
| am proud to say, | have an Armenian mind.

Sophie Chahinian
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The Fiftieth Anniversary
of The Genocide

1965 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide. It marks the revitalization of the Hai
Tad, and the political renaissance of the Armenian
people. Thus, it is a very significant date in modern
Armenian history.

With the advent of the Cold War, which divided
the world into two distinct spheres of East and Waest,
the Armenian people faced a dilemma: Were they to
support Soviet Armenia, in the Soviet Camp, who
was recognized as an “Eastern” country, or were
they to remain in the Western camp, considering
most Armenians in the Diaspora lived in “Westarn”
countries?

This internal division of having to deal with a
dilernma that had little to do with the Hai Tad made it
virtually impossible for Armenians to work to get to
the crux of the Armenian Question,

However, by 1965, as a detente approached bet-
ween the East and West, and as tensions generally
eased on the international level, Armenians realized
that if the Hai Tad was to be pursued effectively and
successfully, internal struggles had to be ended, To
end these struggles, the ARF suggested that first and
foremost, the Hai Tad had to be taken out of the con-
text of the East-West struggle, and put on a separate
level. We had to separate ourselves from being con-
cerned and divided over the East-West struggle; we
had to become more nautral on the issue and try not
to deal with issues that were not directly attached to
the Hai Tad. So, by 1965, this new attitude of
isolating the Armenian question as a single and
Separate matter took root, and continues to be our
policy.

Also by 1965, the Armenian Diaspora was well set-
tled and founded; it was organized to a point whaere it
had schools, churches, cultural, benevolent, and
political organizations, and had gained prestige and
financial power. But the communities of the
Diaspora came to realize day by day, that although it
had accomplished a great deal in twenty years, and
had firmly rooted itself in the community of iis
residence, sooner or later it would lose its identity as
an Armenian community, and cease 1o exist, unless
the Hai Tad had been resolved. This realization
became a conviction, and led to the intensification of
involvement and work in the Hai Tad, A greater ef-
fort was made by the political parties to work
together, or at least towards a first-step goal.

In the other arena, the end of Stalinism in 1953
permitted much better conditions on the national
level for Armenians.

Soviet Armenia, which had for years been silent on
the issue of the Genocide, now had a monument, the
“Dzeedzernagapert” erected near Yerevan dedicated
to the martyrs of the Genocide. Armenian writers,
who had ignored the modern history of the Arme-
nians now began to write about the Armenian Libera-
tion Movement, the Genocide, the Battles of May,
and the creation of the Independent Republic of
Armenia. Later, even a monument, the “Sardarabad
Monument” was built in Armenia commemorating
the Battle of Sardarabad. This monument tied the
existence of present day Soviet Armenia with the
free government of independent Armenia.

On the fiftieth anniversary of the Genocide, the
Armenian political parties, especially with the in-
itiative of the ARF, organized demonstrations and
rallies all over the Diaspora. These demonstrations
and rallies transformed April twenty-fourth to a day
of political demands; it would no longer be a day of
moumning. At the same time, several approaches
were made to governments and international bodies
all over the world, presenting the demands of the
Armenian people. Unfortunately, all these demands
were met with indifference and apathy from the
governments and public opinion. Neverthless, thesa
continual demonstrations and rallies served an im-
portant purpose in awakening and educating the
political consciousness and awareness of the Arma-
nian people; the spirit of demand was raised.

The spontaneous outburst of Armenians in Soviet
Armenia on April twenty-fourth, 1965, is especially
noteworthy. Thousands filled the streets yelling and
demanding ““Our Lands.”” Such a political
demonstration was unprecedented under the Soviet
ragime.

Beginning and since 1965, the Armenian political
parties have cooperated with each other (more or
less). A political formula was ultimately agreed upon
that would provide a common denominator from
which to work collectively for their political goals and
from which they could present a united and solid
front to the entire world. This formula is that, “Armea-
nian lands must be returned to their lawful owners:
the Armenian people and all Armenians must have
the right to live on their lands.”” This formula would
avoid internal divisions.

The formula also provided that top priority would
be given to the demand that Turkey return all Arme-
nian lands under its domination and that the Arme-
nian people settle there. Thus, an indication that the
struggle against Turkey is our top priority was made.

On the standpoint of territorial demands, all Arme-
nian political parties agreed that the region of
Gharapagh, Akhalkalak, and Nakhechevan be annex-
ed to Armenia. Soviet Armenian writers have also
made similar demands.
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This united position since 1965 by the political par-
ties in no way signifies that each party has conceded
its individual ideclogy, purpose, political views, or
methodology.

Soviet Armenia has also shown some favorable
signs to the Hai Tad. Besides the erection of
monuments and the writing of various articles and
books about the Armenian independence movement
and the Genocide, even high Soviet Armenian of-
ficials visit the ‘'‘Dzeedzernagapert” every year on
April twenty-fourth,

However, Soviet Armenia as a government stil
has not officially recognized the existence of the Hai
Tad, and has no demands from Turkey. In the event
that Soviet Armenia takes on its responsibility of the
Hai Tad, all the Armenian political parties will certain-
ly support it. But meanwhile, the persuit of the Hai
Tad continues to remain in the hands of, and as a
responsibility of the Diaspora.

S.LW.

Turkey's Working Plan
and Trade Unions

The working class’ emergence as a force in Turkey
was closely related to the rapid postwar indust rializa-
tion. The mechanization of agriculture which releas-
ed many peasants from the agricultural sector led to
massive migrations. Soon, the number of manufac-
turing workplaces doubled and the working class
became increasingly concentrated in great numbers
in large factories.

Even though the Kemalist government showed a
paternalistic interest in labor problems, it disallowed
any self-organization or strikes of workers. In July
1952, 150,000 workers were organized in the govern-
ment sponsored Turk-Is (Turkish Trade Unions’ Con-
federation) labor union.

The Constitution of 1961 provided a great scope of
social and 'political critical thought. Strikes, now
legalized, became commonplace. Parallel 10 a rapid
industrial and economic growth, the 1960°s witness-
ed the transformation of a young working class into a
militant and well organized sector and the Turk-ls
leadership found it more and more difficult to cope
with the ever radicalizing worker's movement. As a
result of never ending strikes, several unions were
suspended. These latter came together and formed
DISK (Confederation of Progressive Trade Unions).
Until its suspension by the military in 1380, DISK re-
mained the independent organization of radical
workers. From 1967 on, several attempts were made
to curb DISK. Laws were passed to this effect. In
response to these measures, hundreds of thousands
of workers went on strike.

The 1971 military coup and subsequently the
Republican Peoples Party (RPP), failed to contain the
rapidly unionizing working class’ combativity.

The right-wing government of 1975-77 promoted
the growth of fascist movement under the conser-
vative Justice Party. Soon, the fascist movernent
confronted the organized working class openly, it
penetrated workplaces where its members terrorized
trade unionists and increasingly acted to break
strikes.

By 1980, the Turkish economy was in a shambles.
While producers could not produce (industry
operated on average at a mere 49.3% of capacity),
the leaders found it increasingly difficult to rule. The
parties failed to agree on a president, and were
unable to implement measures to redress the
BCONOMY.

The junta of the Sept. 12, 1980 coup faced the task
of eliminating anarchy and restructuring the
economy. However, any success would have to de-
pend upon the capability ot maintain low worker
wages and suspend trade union activity - i.e. right to
strike.

The military passed several laws restricting the
freedom of trade unions by taking certain measures
to discourage union membership and making POSSI-
ble for the government to close down trade unions at
the least excuse. Another set of restrictions limited
the occupations of workplaces where strikes may be
held - i.e. a trade union must announce a strike at
least 6 days in advace and is held responsible for any
damage resulting from this strike.

Since the coup, the working class, having lost its
autonomy and organizational power, has become
passive. However, with any relative democratization
of the current regime, workers’ discontent will resur-
face and unless the government takes tangible
measures to satisfy the workers’ demand, this ex-
plosive situation will prevail for a long time.

Summarized by Shaghig Israbian
from Merip Report

“The problem with the Armenian-American
Youth is that it is too young. By the time it
becomes old enough, it ceases to be the
Youth.” —

S. Berberia,
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THE THIRD GENERATION

""Almost seventy years have passed,... those who
were actually responsible for the Armenian Genocide
have long since disappeared,... the survivors have
lived full prosperous lives in new lands, providing
their children with comfortable and promising
futures,... let bygones be bygones...” Yes, it is true
that we, the Armenian Youth of today, the third
generation since the Genocide, have never actually
suffered the atrocities of the Turks, we have not
starved to death under the blistering sun in Der el-
Zor, we have not been forced to flee for our lives, to
protect ourselves from the onslaught of Turkish
soldiers. Many of us can only barely remember hear-
ing our grandparents tell the stories of how they
managed to survive while watching their family
members being slaughtered before their eyes. And
yet, our third generation has launched its struggle for
national liberation, a struggle which utilizes every
possible means in order to achieve its goal.

Why? What is it that drives these youths to
sacrifice all the comfort they are able to enjoy in
order to pursue the ideal of returning to the
homeland? Observers claim that the new armed
struggle is the product of frustration, of desperation.
Perhaps this is true. But what is the driving force
behind the movement coming to life decades after
the final blow was thought to be dealt?

A glance at our recent history is encugh to provide
the answers. Indeed, the third generation has not
suffered directly at the hands of the Turkish Govern-
ment, but it has been forced to adapt itself to the
consequences of the Genocide. The obvious conse-
quence is that the third generation has never been
able to determine its own destiny. With the forced
deportation of its forefathers from the Armenian
homeland, it has had no choice but to establish itself
in the countries of the Diaspora. As a result, it has
had to assume a refugee status due to the fact that
many of the countries in which it has attempted to
flourish have become war-torn, only forcing the
third generation to seek a new temporary home.

The less obvious but equally powerful conse-
Quences are many:

1.-The creation of the Diaspora in itself implies a
certain duality for the Armenian Youth. The dilemma
of having to differentiate between loyalty to the
Armenian Nation and its Cause or to serve the
Diasporan country, defend its interests, and if

necessary, sacrifice for it, is a very real one for many
Armenians, especially when the two interests are in
direct conflict with each other. As a result, many
Armenians, taking the easier route, choose to iden-
tify themselves as Americans, French, Greek....,
rather than to overcome the dilemma;

2.- Despite this dilemma, those who have not
chosen the easier route have a strong sense of.
obligation to take action to rectify the wrong which
has been perpetrated against the Armenian People.
After fifty years of trying to survive as individuals in
foreign lands, the first and second generations have
given birth to young Armenians who can take the
struggle a step further, disregarding their own in-
dividual advancement and prioritizing their national
interests. They realize that had it not been for the
Genocide, they would probably still be occupying
their historical homeland.

3.- It is unfortunate that the sense of obligation
described above is strong in only a minority of the
third generation. The majority, assuming of course
that it has not completely assimilated, is left with the
struggle to maintain its Armenian identity and to
fight against the constant and inevitable assimilation
process. It is a perpetual battle which, once won,
leads to the greater liberation struggle.

And this liberation struggle is one which will con-
tinue and further intensify each day that the Turkish
Government chooses to disregard it, Many Arme-
nians are faced with the threat of assimilation, but
we, the minority, have confronted the enemy equip-
ped with an irrepressible weapon: the memory of the
Genocide strengthened by the reality of the
Diaspora.
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THE ENEMY

| love what is mine,
And | hate what is his.
I wish life for me

And death for him.

| wish for what is mine
And so does he.

He wishes to take my life
And the life of what is mine.
He has not my lifa,

But he has what is mine.

He has the life of my ancestors;
He has their blood:
He has their right.

He has my liberty
And my right to choose my way of life.

He is the reason for my struggle;

He is the reason that when it seems

all is lost and hopeless, | see him and

| wish not to drop out of life, but to go on.

| have a cause,
And | want to fight for it and make

it a reality.

His wish for my death is more reason
to live than any other.

What he wishes more than anything

else is for my assimilation. He wants

me to lose my identity, to lose the

wish for what is mine, to lose my

avearlasting love for my nation and my people.

He wants my mind —
to control it.

He wants my heart —
to make me unfeeling.

He wants my spirit —
to suppress it.

And

He wants my soul —
to annihilate me.

what | live for. If | do not
pursue my cause, then
| have no right to live.

| would not deserve to live, because
it is my duty, to serve not only my
nation and my people but also humanity
and justice. However, it is more than
a duty:

Itis an undieing zeal to serve.

To me, wanting to serve my nation is
having to suffer for it —
To die for it.
| see no other death than that;
For me, it is the only way to die.

He stands in the way of my cause;

He wishes to silence me;

He wishes to suppress my cry for justice:
He wants no one to know of my cause.

He is THE ENEMY,
The enemy of justice,

of liberty,
of everything
that is good, that is right.

He is my enemy —
THE ENEMY OF ALL.

H. Barberian

Ghggt’ Quy Snuwihnjuwlwb TPupbwlygmpmbp




o

Armenian Oral History

Armen K. Hovannisian

In ten or twenty years the few remaining members
of the last generation of Armenians born in the
Armenian homeland will have died. They will take
with them the legacy of Iije «on Armenian soil, the
legacy which today cannot continue. It would be
even more tragic if the memories of historic Arme-
nian would be lost to the silence of eternity.

A handful of students, under the guidance and
diraction of UCLA Professor Richard G. Howvanni-
sian, the Armenian Assembly, the Zoryan Institute,
the Armenian Film Foundation, and others have
undertaken the important task of recording (audio
and visual) the recollections of these elder Arme-
nians. Although the interviewers pose gquestions
which deal with economic, political, ethnographic,
and social issues, and which span the length of the
interviewee's lifetime, these old but sage Armenians
find the epicenter of their life story to be focused on
just a few years, those around 1915 when they
witnessed the decimation of their people.

Although the details of each interviewee's ex-
periences are strikingly unique, the survivors paint
similar pictures of death and deportation. In April
1915 the Young Turks set into motion the apparatus
which would by the end of that year uproot almost
avery Armenian family from its ancestral homeland
{the cities of Constantinople and Smyrna ware ex-
empted because the foreign eye was watchful there).
Of the approximately 2.5 million Armenians living in
the Ottorman Empire only a fraction were to ascape
the systematic annihilation. Those who were
massacred outright, the able-bodied men, were lucky
in the sense that they did not suffer through the
agonizing and prolonged death marches in the
Mesopotamian valleys and Syrian deserts. The plan
worked so effectively that the Young Turk leader, in
eliminating the Armenian population, would later
boast of their successful implementation of a final
solution to the Armenian Question. The process of
mass murder and deportation is documented in the
interviews with the survivors,

The survivors have seen the brutality of Turkish
authority and of the Turkish heoipolioi against their
families and people as a whole. Because of such try-
ing and traumatic experiences the survivors are often
caught up in deep emotion while relating these dark
pages of their life. Each survivor has been inflicted an
unhealable wound and although talking about the
death and deportation of his family inflames such a

wound, the survivor is relieved after he has depicted
this episode of his life. Until being interviewed many
of these Armenian had never told the story of their
humiliation by the Turks; consequently, after the in-
terview the survivor feels as though he has fulfilled
the need of letting out his deepest feelings. The inter-
viewee knows now that the Armenian experience will
not be forgotten. In these interviews, the Armenian
tragedy is not conveyed through scholarly platitudes
or complex discourses, but rather through the urgen-
cy and precision of eyewitness accounts. The inter-
views reveal human life as a real concern and not as a
mere statistic.

In the Armenian oral history projects those who
are interviewed are not famous people, but rather
they are the ordinary folk who once were the
backbone of Armenian society. It is the farmer from
Kharpert, the student from Erzeroum, the cop-
persmith from Van, and the orphan from Sepastia
who emit the great streams of information. Since
most of these survivors leave no written accounts of
their lives, one must capture their inner feelings,
emotions, opinions, and attitudes through talking to
them. Great importance is attached to even the most
remote piece of information (i.e., the name of a
church, the floorplan of a house, etc.). In this pro-
cess the interviewer becomes part of history as he
grasps the immediacy and relevance of life on the
lands.

It is the intersection of an individual’s life with an
historic event which lends significance to oral
history. It is precisely this type of junction which
characterizes the Armenian oral history projects. Set
against the background of the massacres and depor-
tations, the interviews bring to life the legacy of the
Armenian homaland,
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Political Rally in Honor
of Our Political Prisoners

On Sunday, April 1, at the Montebello Bagramian
Hall, a political rally was held in honor of the
Belgrade Two, Harutioun Levonian and Raffi
Elbekian and other political prisoners.

Master of .ceremonies, unger Sako Berbenan
opened the program after which unger Tamar Der
Megerdichian of the Simon Zavarian Junior Chapter
recited.

Unger Sako then stated the two main purposes of
the rally which were first to bring together the Arme-
nian youth to respect the sacrifice of our political
prisoners, and also to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity by renewing our vow of dedication to our
cause. Then, unger Sako invited unger Maral Isra-
hian who spoke on behalf of the ARF Shant Student
Association and stressed the commitment of Shant
members to the same cause in which the political
prisoners believe and that their imprisonment is a call
to struggle to which the Armenian people have
responded again and again.

This was followed by the singing of “Tigunkt
Layn” by Simon Vratzian Junior Chaptér ungers
Alina and Aram Dorian.

Unger Hagop Bedigian was then called on to read
Levonian's speech which was delivered on the last
day of his trial. The speach summarized Armenian
history and repeated that their act in Belgrade was
politically motivated and only against the Turkish
government's representatives.

Then, unger John Kossakian delivered the keynote
speech in Armenian stating that although the Arme-
nian people are blamed for using force in trying to
resolve the Armenian Cause, we have learned that
peaceful means do not work. Unger John then cited
some current examples where peaceful means have
not worked such as paragraph 30 and certain resolu-
tions pending before the Congress. He concluded by
saying that the acts of our political prisoners call on
us to struggle and give us the courage to continue.

Afterwards, unger Viken Yacoubian sang three
songs of which one’s music was written by him and
the lyrics by unger Viken Hovsepian.

The songs were followed by the reading of the
biographies of the Lisbon five by ungers Mazik Varta-
nian and Taline Gureghian.

The keynote speech in English was delivered by
unger Sarkis Ghazarian who began with a story
showing the difference between involvement and
commitment and pointed to the commitment of our
political prisoners. Unger Sarkis stressed that the

struggle of the Armenian people is not a new one and
that we are blamed for using force to regain our
rights by the same nations who use force to deny
rights. He continued by saying that all Armenians
have become political prisoners because we stand up
for our rights and voice our demands. Unger Sarkis
concluded by saying we can either continue our
struggle against all forces against us, or cease to ex-
ist as a people. The choice is ours but those honored
today have made their choice clear.

The last speaker was unger Lorig Titizian who
spoke on behalf of the AYF Central Executive. Unger
Lorig stated that undoubtedly Levonian’s last speech
sarved to reinforce our conviction that our cause has
international relevance. She concluded that if the
Armenian people can give birth to people like Levo-
nian and Elbekian, then it is only a matter of time
before we can reclaim our lands.

The rally ended with the singing of "Harach
Mahadag'' by the audience.

H.B.
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Roupen Der Minassian

A reknowned Fedayee, the Defense Minister in the
government of the Republic of Armenia, a reputable
leader in the A.R.F., and a respected author, Roupen
Der Minassian has left a legacy that will inspire many
Armenian generations to come.

Roupen was born in 1883 to a well-to-do family in
Akhalkalak, a well known Armenian province annex-
ed by Soviet Georgia in 1922. He received his
elementary education in his hometown, then attend-
ed Kevorkian Jemaran in Etchmiadzin. He then
traveled to Moscow, and studied at the Lazarian
Jemaran.

Roupen wanted to help the Armenian people living
in Turkish Armenia; as a step to reach that goal, he
joined the Russian army where he received good
military training and became an officer. During his
stay in Moscow, he participated in student revolu-
tionary groups and then joined the A.R.F.

In 1903 he went to Tiflis, where the A.R.F. was
headquartered, with the hope of obtaining an assign-
ment to go to Turkish Armenia and fulfilling his
cherished dream. From Tiflis he was sent to Kars, a
Caucasian Armenian city bordering Turkey. It was in
Kars that he became acquainted with the A.R.F.
organizational structure, and the revolutionary tac-
tics of obtaining firearms and ammunition by smug-
gling them across the border into Vasbouragan and
Daron (Turkish Armenia). In Kars, Roupen met with
Aram, the future founder of the Independent
Republic of Armenia, and many other reknowned
A.R.F. leaders. The discussed strategies for arming
the Armenians in Turkey and leading them to over-
come their oppression,

He then traveled to Erevan, where he met Nigol
Touman, one of the most respected Fedayees.
Together they crossed the border and went 1o Ader-
badakan, Persia. There he learned that the A.R.F.
Bureau had ordered Nigol Touman to form an ex-
peditionary group of experienced Fedayees to go
help the people of Sassoun, for the Armenian revolu-
tion had already erupted there. Roupen pleaded to be
allowed to join the expedition, but was first rejected
by Touman for his lack of experience. Roupen in-
sisted, and after proving his first class marksman-
ship, was admitted to the group.

As the expeditionary forces crossed the Turkish
border from Persia, they were noticed by Kurdish
tribesman. Turkish border forces were notified, and a
ferocious battle started. Not being able to cross the
enemy lines, the group retreated to Persia.

Roupen found himself in the Monastery of Thad-
deus (Tadeii Vank). The Vank was 15 miles from the
Turkish border in Persia and was used by the
Fedayees as an intelligence and observatory post.
The head monk (Vartabed), Undsays, was himself a

revolutionary. With his knowledge and aid, Roupen
finally succeeded to cross the Turkish border and
reached Van,

After a short stay in Van, he went to Shadakh,
which is the mountainous region in the province of
Vasbouragan. There he did fieldwork among the
Armenian peasants with Ishkhan, whom he had met
in Kars. Roupen was arrested by Turkish authorities,
imprisoned, but managed to escape.

His journey from Shadakh to Sassoun was one fill-
ed with adventuras and accidents, during which he
came close to death many times. In the spring of
1905, he finally arrived in Sassoun, the “Eagle’s
Nest" of the Armenian Plateau.

Sassoun had just been the theater of ferocious
battles between elite groups of Fedayees (led by An-
tranig, Hrayr, Mourad, Sebouh, Kevork Chavoush,
Avo, Sumpad, and many others], and the Turkish
regular army of Kurdish fighters, who outnumbered
the Fedayees ten to one. The Sassoun revolt of 1904
had ended with the Fedayees retreating to
Vasbouragan. Local Fedayees were scattered and
needed to be recrganized and oriented. The Arme-
nian populace of the region was discouraged and
depressed. Enormous efforts were needed to restore
faith in revolution and hope for the future.

But young Roupen was fortunate. In the mountain
niches of Sassoun, in the forest of Kizilaghaj, he was
embraced by legendary figures such as Kevork
Chavoush, Magar, Manoug, Kale, Cholo, Vartan
Vartabed (head monk of St. Garabed Monasteryl,
and many other famous Fedayees, who would eager-
Iy help him reorganize the Fedayees and the people.

His life in Sassoun, from the spring of 1904 until
the summer of 1908, was one of the most fascinating
epice of modern Armenian history. His travels at
night from mountaintop villages to the farmlands in
Moush in a treacherous environment, his encounters
with Turkish government forces and Kurdish aux-
ilaries, his dealings with difficult problems, and so
on, made him one of the most interesting and ad-
mirable figures of the Armenian Revolution.

Roupen’s burdens doubled after the tragic death
of - Kevork Chavoush in 1907, since Chavoush
generally led the guerilla activities.

The establishment of a constitutional regime in
Istanbul in 1908 brought relief to Sassoun and the
Fedayees. Roupen came down from the mountains,
went to Istanbul, and then to Varna, Bulgaria, where
he participated in A.R.F. 5th World Congress.

After the counter-constitutional coup in 19089, led
by Turkish reactionary factions, and the massacre of
over 30,000 Armenian in Adana, Roupen proposed to
the A.R.F. Bureau a plan designed to overthrow the
Turkish government and take matters into Armenian
hands. The plan was considered very risky and aban-
doned.

Roupen then went to Switzerand and studied
chemistry to satisfy his science-thirsty mind.

In 1914 Roupen was delegate in the A.R.F. Bth
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World Congress in Erzerum. World War | erupted
while the Congress was still in session. The Young
Turk government sent two emissaries to the Con-
gress to persuade the delegates to start a revolt
against the Russians in the Caucasus. In turn, the
delegates tried to persuade the Turkish emissaries
that entering the war on the side of Germany would
be catastrophic for Turkey. The Congress was
dispersed without completion of the agenda.

Sensing the ominous future events, Roupen hur-
ried to Sassoun again. In the fall of 1914, Turkey
entered the war on the side of Germany and Austria-
Hungary, and attacked the Russians on the Cauca-
sian front, where they were badly defeated.

In the spring of 1915, Turkey started her well-
planned elimination of the Armenian people by mass
deportation and systematic extermination. Daron
was not spared. After massacring the Armenians in
the region of Moush, the Turkish forces moved to
the mountainous areas. Under the leadership of
Roupen and Goms, Sassoun resisted heroically. Be-
ing cut off completely from the outside world, and
their food and ammunition finally exhausted, the
most atrocious tragedy was implemented on the
brave people of Sassoun. From the 200,000 Arme-
nians of Daron, only 30,000 people escaped death
and reached the Russian border. Among them were
Roupen and Goms.

It is well understood that Roupen could never
speak or write about the unparalleled odyssey of the
years of 1915-1916.

For months, Roupen wandered in the Caucasus,
trying to overcormne the horrible shock. He was then
called 1o Tiflis to participate in the Armenian National
Council.

After the declaration of the independence of
Armenia on May 28, 1918, the Armenian National
Council automatically became the provisional
government of the Armenian Republic. With the
Council, Roupen moved to Erevan, which became
the capital of the Republic. There he was elected as a
representatives to the Parliament, where he served
until May, 1920.

When the communist uprising of May 1, 1920 took
place, and the A.R.F. Bureau took over the govern-
ment, Hamo Ohanchanian became Prime Minister
and Roupen became Minister of War, subduing the
rewvaolt.,

With the fall of the Republic and the establishment
of the communist regime in Armenia on December 2,
1920 Roupen took the road of exile.

After a short stay in Iran, he moved to Paris and
then to Cairoc. During World War I, he lived in
Jerusalem, Palestine, for almost two years. From
1944 to 1948 he lived in Beirut, Lebanon. The last
three years of his life were spent in Paris, France,
where he passed away in the fall of 1951,

Roupen left behind a rich legacy. His seven volume
memoirs are filled with fine details which reveal
unknown heroes, traditions, and an unequaled

description of the Armenian heartland. He had a
deep sense of history and politics, and his analytical
mind could record the smallest of details. Also, when
the Armenians declared independence in 1918, its
territorial boundaries were limited to the Erevan pro-
vince where the majority of the population was Tar-
tar. Roupen cleared the area of its hostile elements
by forcing the Tartars to leave, since their presence
was preventing military and civilian movement.

A reknowned Fedayee and an A.R.F. leader,
Roupen Der Minassian has left his mark in our history
and has set an example for us to follow.

(This biography will comprise a part of the 1984
A.Y.F. Camp Educational, prepared by Salpy Man-
jikian. )
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