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EDITORIAL

January 4, 1984,

As a result of the falsities and lies of murderers pre-
sented by the prosecution throughout the entire trial of
Hampig Sassounian, the jury returned with a verdict of
“guilty™.

Thus, it was once again made clear to us that the
Turkish oppressor, along with the -present U.S.
Government flirting with it, will use every means
possible to oppress us and our just cause.

And if until now, though being aware of the anti-
Armenian nature of Reaganite politics, we believed at
least that it would stay away from interfering in the
decisions of American courts, we can now be certain
that Reagan and his stooges have decided that during
the coming year of their term, they will put no limit to
the lowliness of their decisions; they have decided to
cast aside democratic and humanitarian principles and
to “‘play dirty"" in this “game'’. Fortunately, however,
we have now become well-familiar with their cheating
mood: we have learned the rules of this *game’’.

And if the Reagans, in the name of their Turkish
clients, had hoped to end the present trend of the
Armenian Cause by putting on a show of low games
against Hampigs and Los Angeles Fives, then they must
know well that the very same Armenian liberation
struggle by nature is directed against hypocricy and
injustice, and that just as they grow, so will the faith
and will of the Armenian People and the Armenian
Youth further intensify, and as much as the oppression
against our People increases, so will our ability to
surpass our natural bounds.

We have seen the worst, we have sé¢én massacres, per-
secution, and have still survived.

We have seen prisons and hangings suppress our



ideals and have still struggled.

We have had Aramians hanged from the noose.

We have had Hamazasbs mutilated in prisons.

We have not lost hope; instead, we have fought with
additional energy and formed an opprosition.

by now, the issue must be clear to all.

The Armenian People considers the cases of the
Hampig Sassounians to be its own case. Therefore,
the government mechanism must approach these
cases in a just manner; otherwise it chooses to demean
and trample the pride of the Armenian Nation which
has borne all the Aramians and the Hamazasbs,
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COMMUNIQUE

On behalf of the Central Executives of the Ar-
menian Youth Federation of Eastern U.5.A., Western
U.S.A., and Canada and their 2,500 members, we
come to strongly protest against the unfair treat-
ment of two imprisoned Armenians in Belgrade, Kri-
kor Levonian and Raffi Elbekian.

The two young Armenians are charged with the
assassination of a Turkish official in Belgrade and
are presently being tried. One of the accused, Krikor
Levonian, is critically injured, partially paralyzed, and
stands the chance of having his leg amputated. Dis-
regarding Krikor's critical situation, the Yugoslav
authorities have gone ahead with the trial, making
a special arrangement and holding the proceedings
in “a hospital room. Such proceedings are both in-
humane and legally inadequate. It requires a physi-
cally handicapped defendant to go through a psycho-
logically tense experience, before recuperating, and
circumscribes an individual's right to have a fair trial
and adequately contribute to his own defense.

We feel that such an unnecessarily expedited trial
is motivated only by political interests. An individual's
human right to a fair trial has become compromised
due to pressures by the Turkish government, which
has launched a hopeless campaign to dismantle the
Armenian Liberation Struggle and deprive the Armen-
ians of their right to national self determination.

We also protest against the Yugoslav court’s action
to exclude the general public and even the defendant’s
famnilies from the proceedings and allowing represent-
atives of the Turkish government to attend them.
This can only be a precaution to prevent publicity on
unfalr and unconstitutional conduct.

The two voung Armenians who, facing such
serious charges, must have the right to receive the
support of the public in court. We urge the Yugoslav
government to insulate its judicial system from external
political pressures and conduct its legal proceedings
with common understandings of human rights.

Central Executive of the Armenian Youth Fede-
ration - Youth Organization of the A.R.F Eeastern
US.A.

Central Executive of the Armenian Youth Fede-
ration - Youth Organization of the A.RF., Westem
U.S.A.

Central Executive of the A.RF Youth Organiza-
tion of Canada.
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JUNIOR SEMINAR

The Armenian Youth Federation of Western America
is sponsoring the first Annual Junior Seminar during
the holiday weekend of February 17-20, 1984, at AYF
Camp Big Pines, in Wrightwood, Ca. The seminar is
being organized by the 1984 Junior Seminar Organizing
Committee, exclusively for Junior members.

Junior ungers ages 9-16, from all over the Western
region, will be spending 3 days together in the snow-
covered, woodland setting of AYF camp. During the
weekend, ungers will not only meet new ungers from
different AYF chapters and areas, but will be exposed to

BYwlp, mbuwlp m yhwh yjunphip:




activities and educationals presented by competent
ungers and experts in each respective topic or field.

Junior ungers will be sharing the fun of outdoor
games and “‘*khrakhjanks", as well as the joy of learn-
ing about Armenia, Armenians, and Hai Tad. All
activities (including educationals, games, etc. . .) will be
presented in a manner topically relevant to the lives of
Junior members and will be conducted in the warm, fra-
ternal atmosphere of AYF Camp.

Although the AYF Central Executive is providing the
vast majority of costs necessary in making the Junior
Seminar possible, each participating unger will heve to
pay a small fee of 510, to cover food and up keep
expenses,

The organizing committee is working to make this
Junior Seminar (the first of its kind in the Western
Region) a pleasant, successful learning experience for all
those participating.

The only way this can occur is through the direct
participation of our Junior chapters and with the help
of our Senior ungers in aiding and supporting all Junior
activities. Although this seminar is a strictly Jumor
affair, Seniors may support the Juniors in the following
WAaYS:

1) Apply to become counselors for the Junior
Seminar (Feb. 17-20, 1984) Turn in all applica-
tions to the organizing Committee no later than
Jan. 31, 1984,

2) Keep contact with Junior advisors in order to
keep abreast of volunteer work necessary for
Juniors (ie: transportation., etc...)

All in all, we feel that the Junior Seminar of 1984 will

be one of the biggest events for Juniors during the
coming year and we hope all juniors will be a part of it.
Applications are available at the Armenian Center, 419A
Colorado Bl., Glendale, or can be obtained from Junior
Advisors. Deadline for all applications 1s January 31,
1984. Applications should be sent promptly in order to
insure each Junior unger a place. For further informa-
tion, please contact the 1984 Junior Seminar Organizing
Commuttee,

Information is also available concerning financial aid
for famulies in need of i,

*Deadline for counselor and camper application is
January 31, 1984.
Fraternally
The 1984 Junior Seminar
Organizing Committee.
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ASBAREZ NIGHT
IN SAN FRANCISCO

On November 18, 1983 the A.Y.5.F. Rosdom
Chapter held its monthly Asbarez night. This was not an
ordinary Asbarez night because our guest speaker was
unger Tchakerian, one of the few survivors of the 1915
massacre. At the age of 85, unger Tchakerian told the
present members a life time of stories which were
attentively listened to by the ungers. One distinct
message which was uttered by unger Tchakerian was not
to forget our inspiring heritage. The ungers who were
present not only listened to the stories of the A.Y.F. and
the genocide, but they actually felt the pains and sor-
rows of unger Tchakerian. We the A Y.F. members are
proud to have such interpid ungers like Mr. Tchakerian
to tell us of our past and to warn us about the future to
come.

Harry Glorikian
S.F. Rosdom Chapter

BANK OTTOMAN PLAY
PERFORMED BY THE
BAY AREA ROSDOM JUNIORS

Whistles, screams, tears from the mothers eyes as a
standing ovation continued applauding the heroes of the
stage. The missed ones and delaved scenes had been
forgotten, and all that remained were the sounds of suc-
¢ess, The performers had just made Armenian history,
and for a few glorious moments they lived the parts
which the storv books had told them for many years.

As they descended the stage, they hugged us with all
their strength. Still in my arms, 1 looked into their eyes.
To my surprise they were still acting out their parts, and
as they left to greet their parents, | realized that it was
no performance. As 1 looked around, | saw the per-
formance had followed every junior off the stage. As
the curtains closed and the lights were turned off, the
Armenian Mation became one generation richer.

Talin Kaloustian

HALLOWEEN PARTY

The Bay Area Rosdom Juniors held their annual Hal-
loween party on October 28, 1983, This year was a hittle

Gliggk dwy Stnuihnjuwlwd Pwolwlygmphilip
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different, not only was it a Halloween party but also a
membership drive. The eévening began at 7:00 p.m.
with two members giving speeches, ungerouhi Edith
Khachatourian from the juniors giving a speech on the
founding of AYF and unger Sahag Balian talking about
the activities of AYF. Later on in the evening there were

games planned for the younger members such as apple
duning, Red light Green light, and Simon Says. In the
meantime the rest of the members helped themselves (o
the food and danced the might away.

This year was a little different because anyone who
didn"t have a costume on was not let in. There were
many different kinds of costumes ranging from Mr. T
to four guys dressed in girls pajamas. Everyone enjoyed
themselves and is looking forward to more AYF
exents.

Sahag Balian
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ASHOD YERGAT

(1872-1904)

‘Born March 2, 1872, in Pagesh, Armenia. Ashod’s
baptismal name was Armenag Levonian. He graduated
from the Armenian Institute in Paghesh and became a
teacher in Sassoun.

At age 15, he became a follower of the famed revolu-
tionary, Arapo, and sought to emulate his ideals.

In 1872, Ashod came to America to further his educa-
tion and enhance his Dashnag beliefs. . .and while here,
became one of the ARF"s chief field workers.

He helped lay out the growndwork for the Hairenik
Daily in Boston but his-activities in Boston didn't satisfy
him, so in 1902, he returned to Van and then to Sas-
soun, the country of his dreams.

In 1903, with 12 colleagues, he formed a liason
between Van and Daron, and the following year, par-
ticipated in the third ARF Convention in Bul-
garia...when he heard of the sudden uprising at
Sassoun,

He gathered 18 volunteers and departed for Sassoun
to aid the famed Antranig in battle. But Ashod never
arrived at his destination.

He got halfway to Arjesh when he became ambushed
by Turkish soldiers. Most of his band fled but Ashod
stayed behind and heroically withstood the great odds
from a cave before being marfyred.

Violet Bulujian
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AN OPEN LETTER

For the past year and a half, the Armenian People has
witnessed the trial and conviction of one of its sons, on
the shores of a foreign country. For one and a half years,
the Armenian People has been put on trial—in a sense our
whole rightful existence has been put on trial. And now
with the conviction of one of our sons, the time comes to

Yhkggk Qwy Stiquihnjuwlw "Isluzﬁmugmphlﬁﬁ _



14

stop and review ourselves and our Cause as a whole,

It is clear as daylight that with the conviction of Unger
Hampig Sassounian, a new era in our history has been
opened. Whereas before, our Cause was ranked along
with the Jewish Holocaust as one of the most tragic and
dreadful events in history, which reserved for itself con-
siderable amounts of honor and respect, now our Cause,
our People, history and most of all our fallen grandparents
have all been dishonored, trampled upon and put In ques-
tion, labeled as “cheats”. The same government that held
our Cause to be a human and worthy cause, no more than
sixty years ago, now labels us as “terrorists”". More
depressing than that, by this verdict, we have also
become illegitimate as a people. The same country that
maintains Marines in Lebanon in the name of democracy,
peace, and freedom. The same country that is known in
histroy as the great arsenal of democracy.

Sixty years. Just sixty years ago, President Warren
Harding declared: (May 30, 1921)"...1 am siill in favor of
the independence of Armenia and of the American People
and Government doing their share in the upbuilding of
Armenia”. Sixty years ago, in a memorandum to the same
President:*...the United States do not resume relations
with Turkey, or permit its nationals to advance any finan-
cial aid to Turkey, until the Turkish Government shall
have recognized the right of the Armenian People to an in-
dependent national existence” (Jan. 6, 1923). Sixty vears
ago, President Wilson:(Feb. 24, 1919)"..Have you
thought of the sufferings of Armenia? You poured out
vour money to help succor the Armenians after they suf-
fered; now set your strength so that they shall never suffer
SR

El'-:‘lllih-lus’cir:ula*, Sir, is the great interest of man on earth. It is
the ligament which holds ‘civilized’ beings and ‘civifized
nations® together”, Daniel Webster is quoted as saying.
The great Daniel Webster of this land. Justice! Of this,
Siamanto said, «My] Pwpnlughl Upnupnypl, pan bu
pRiLd pn Guljuwnhis:

The land of the free and the brave!

Thank you for your manliness, and most of all courage,
in facing justice.

Dear compatriots, the answer is not to be found “there”,
It is time at this moment of sadness, to set ourselves right.
The Diaspora is a mess. Armenian is killing Armenian,
while our existence is denied by the people of the land of
the free and the brave. Spiritually most of us are dead. As
a nation, | wonder? The time has come to set the

Diaspora right, especially this one. Lm- nulp, pGltpGhp,
Wbk Yuahutiog e

Solutions are many, though we would not like to offer
any as then we might be called by some “just” people as
brainwashers. No, the answer for now is to get involved
and lay aside our petty squabblings in a spirit of love and
fraternity,

Unger Hampig, may the Lord give you further courage
and fortitude so you, a “cheat” can face the “just”. CGykp,

Ltignk u: G

STATEMENT
SASSOUNIAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE

We feel a great sense of disappointment and personal
loss over the guilty verdict against Hampig Sassounian.
We persist in our belief that Hampig is being used as a
scapegoat and a vehicle to deter Armenians from ac-
tively and peacefully pursuing our cause. We are con
cerned that forces outside the American justice system
played a role in this trial and that justice was not fully
served.

We pray for compassion and mercy as the trial enters
the sentencing phase. We intend to return to the
Armenian community, which has given so generously
before, to raise funds for the appeal.

We are fearful that this guilty verdict will only worsen
the frustration that so many Armenians feel.

Hampig continues to be a symbol of the injustices
perpetrated against the Armenian people by the Turkish
government, Whatever the final result of this case, we
will continue in our struggle for the just resolution of
the Armenian case.

The verdict delivered against Hampig Sassounian
comes once again as proof that justice is weak and
powerless when faced with the interests of big govern-
ments.

The current administration of the United States, con-
trary to its inclination to be champion of human rights
and justice, visibly intervened and sacrificed the rights
of a small and disenfranchised people, in favor of its
own base policies.

The Armenian Youth Federation protests this verdict

| and declares its solidarity in the struggle to overcome

this denial of the Armenian people'’s rights.
AYF Central Executive of the Western U.5.

dwy Eppwmuwuwpympbwb Awdpipmphuip ujuwg £ ywpwywnp
gnpdwudh:
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DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE

The line I chose that was most important (o me was
the line stating, ““He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of
our people."

The reason this line is most imporiant to me is be-
cause it has a lot to do with the lives of my people.
Someone actually did “‘plunder our seas, ravage our
coasts, burn our towns, and destroy the lives of my
people.”” — April of 1915, Talaat Pasha ordered his
Turkish Army to destroy the Armenian race — réemove
them off the face of this earth, leaving no trails behind.
They went about this by tying people together and

MONTEBELLO
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drowning them by thousands, driving the Armenians
out of their homeland and into the hot, dry deserts with
no food or water and just leaving them there to die.
They separated families. They killed almost all the
intelligent people. They raped the women in front of
their families. They also did other things that are even
too gruesome to put on paper. If you don’t call that
““destroving a race’’ [ don’t really know what is.

When May 28, 1918, came about, Armenia declared
her independence and was a free and independant
country for two years only to have it taken away by the
Turks. Our land was split between the Turks and the
Russians. The Turks had massacred 1.5 million Ar-
menians and they wanted more.

It has now been almost sixty nine yvears and they are
still occupying our land and denying the fact’ that the
Genocide ever took place. All that one ever believes 1s
that Armenians are terrorists and that they are making
up this *‘thing"" called the Genocide. They refer to
everything we say as an ‘‘allegation"’.

Soon our people will see a free, independent and
united Armenia! Then nobody will be able 1o deny the
Genocide.

This is the most important line to me out of the
Declaration of Independence and what I feel about it.

HASMIK BULUJIAN

VAHAN CARDASHIAN
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stop and review ourselves and our Cause as a whole.

It is clear as daylight that with the conviction of Unger
Hampig Sassounian, a new era in our history has been
opened. Whereas before, our Cause was ranked along
with the Jewish Holocaust as one of the most tragic and
dreadful events in history, which reserved for itself con-
siderable amounts of honor and respect, now our Cause,
our People, history and most of all our fallen grandparents
have all been dishonored, trampled upon and put in ques-
tion, labeled as “cheats”, The same government that held
our Cause to be a human and worthy cause, no mare than
sixty years ago, now labels us as “terrorists”. More
depressing than that, by this verdict, we have also
become illegitimate as a people. The same country that
maintains Marines in Lebanon in the name of democracy,
peace, and freedom. The same country that is known in
histroy as the great arsenal of democracy.

Sixty years, Just sixty years ago, President Warren
Harding declared: (May 30, 1921)"...1 am siill in favor of
the independence of Armenia and of the American People
and Government doing their share in the upbuilding of
Armenia”. Sixty years ago, in a memorandum to the same
President:”...the United States do not resume relations
with Turkey, or permit its nationals to advance any finan-
cial aid to Turkey, until the Turkish Government shall
have recognized the right of the Armenian People to an in-
dependent national existence” (Jan. 6, 1923). Sixty years
ago, President Wilson:(Feb. 24, 1919)". Have vou
thought of the sufferings of Armenia? You poured cut
your money to help succor the Armenians after they suf-
fered; now set your strength so that they shall never suffer
again.”

“Justice, Sir, is the great interest of man on earth. It is
the ligarnent which holds ‘civilized’ beings and ‘civilized
nations® together”, Daniel Webster is quoted as saying.
The great Daniel Webster of this land. Justice! Of this,
Siamanto said, «M] PwpnlpghG pnwpmpb, pon bu
ppitd pn Gwljunnhiis:

The land of the free and the brave!

Thank you for your manliness, and most of all courage,
in facing justice,

Dear compatriots, the answer is not to be found “there”.
It is time at this moment of sadness, to set ourselves right.
The Diaspora is a mess. Armenian is killing Armenian,
while our existence is denied by the people of the land of
the free and the brave. Spiritually most of us are dead. As
a nation, | wonder? The time has come to set the

Diaspora right, especially this one. Ln- nudp, pllkpGhp,
gt Yuafubiuag k:

Solutions are many, though we would not like to offer
any as then we might be called by some “just” people as
brainwashers. Mo, the answer for now is to get involved
and lay aside our petty squabblings in a spirit of love and
fraternity.

Unger Hampig, may the Lord give you further courage
and fortitude so you, a “cheat” can face the “just”. CGYkp,

Neay- ARSHAG

=

STATEMENT
SASSOUNIAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE

We feel a great sense of disappointment and personal
loss over the guilty verdict against Hampig Sassounian.
We persist in our belief that Hampig is being used as a
scapegoat and a vehicle to deter Armenians from ac-
tively and peacefully pursuing our cause, We are con
cerned that forces outside the American justice system
played a role in this trial and that justice was not fully
served.

We pray for compassion and mercy as the trial enters
the sentencing phase. We intend to ‘returm to the
Armenian community, which has given so generously
before, to raise funds for the appeal.

We are fearful that this guilty verdict will only worsen
the frustration that 50 many Armenians feel.

Hampig continues to be a symbol of the injustices
perpetrated against the Armenian people by the Turkish
government, Whatever the final result of this case, we

| will continue in our struggle for the just resolution of

the Armenian case.

The verdict delivered against Hampig Sassounian
comes once again as proof that justice 15 weak and
powerless when faced with the interests of big govern-
ments.

The current administration of the United States, con-
trary to its inclination to be champion of human rights
and justice, visibly intervened and sacrificed the rights
of a small and disenfranchised people, in favor of its
own base policies.

The Armenian Youth Federation protests this verdict
and declares its solidarity in the struggle to overcome
this denial of the Armenian people’s rights.

AYF Central Executive of the Western U.S.
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DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE

The line 1 chose that was most important to me was
the line stating, ‘‘He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of
our people.’’

The reason this line is most important (o me 15 be-
cause it has a lot to do with the lives of my people.
Someone actually did “plunder our seas, ravage our
coasts, burn our towns, and destroy the lives of my
people.”” — April of 1915, Talaat Pasha ordered his
Turkish Army to destroy the Armenian race — remove
them off the face of this earth, leaving no trails behind,
They went about this by tying people together and
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drowning them by thousands, driving the Armenians
gut of their homeland and into the hot, dry deserts with
no food or water and just leaving them there to die.
They separated families. They killed almost all the
intelligent people. They raped the women in front of
their families. They also did other things that are even
too gruesome to put on paper. If you don't call that
“destroving a race’’ | don"t really know what is.

When May 28, 1918, came about, Armenia declared
her independence and was a free and independant
country for two years only to have it taken away by the
Turks. Our land was split between the Turks and the
Russians. The Turks had massacred 1.5 million Ar-
menians and they wanted more.

It has now been almost sixty nine years and they are
still occupying our land and denying the fact’ that the
Genocide ever took place. All that one ever believes is
that Armenians are terrorists and that they are making
up this ‘‘thing"" called the Genocide. They refer to
everything we say as an “allegation™,

Soon our people will see a free, independent and
united Armenia! Then nobody will be able to deny the
Genocide.

This is the most important line to me out of the
Declaration of Independence and what I-feel about it.

HASMIK BULUJIAN

CARDASHIAN
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CORRECTION:

The Montebelle Vahan Cardashian Clap-
ter apologizes for the comments attributed fo
Cliris Keosian, It was Greg Keosian.

AYF NIGOL TOUMAN
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

The Pasadena AYF Nigol Touman Chapter was found-
ed five vears ago, when some ungers of AYF explained
to a group of young people what shall be their role, as a
yvouth organization in the Armenian Community, The
chapter was then one of the pioneers in the Pasadena
Community when the community was quite small. The
chapter has changed much with regards to its image in
the community. Since the beginning, the community has
grown tremendously, and fortunately, the Armenian
community has been able to handle the changes.

The chapter began with many ungers. Because it was
s0 new, most of the ungers who were in it did not really
know what they were going into and joined to make

friends. The first generation seniors are now actively
working in the Lernavayr Gomideh and only a few have
left the A.Y.F. without joining the A.R.F. ranks. Most
of the first generation juniors are now seniors and seem
to be dedicated and work hard for the organization, The
juniors, today, are many in number and a very lively
group.

The chapter’s image has changed very much through
the past five years. When the chapter was younger, its
activities were mostly social in nature and the A.Y.F
chapter was known as a social organization. However,
as the community grew, the chapter became more able
and so began to take political activities more seriously
and changed the image of the chapter from social to
political. Now most of the commitiees in the chapter
organize activities to get the community familiar with
the Hai Tad.

To celebrate its fifth anniversary, the Nigol Touman
Chapter is inviting all its ungers in all the chapters to
come and celebrate this festive evening on Jan. 14, 1984
at Pasadena Armenian Center on Lake.

ASBAREZ NIGHT”

On Friday, December 16th, Hollywood's Musa Dagh
chapter held its first Asbarez Night. The presentation of
the film, “The Intelligence Network’’, took place at the
Armenian Center in Hollywood,

The evening began with the main speaker, Lorig
Titizian. She introduced the film which was about the
functions of the FBI and the CIA._ After the film, there
was an open discussion. People were free 1o express
their opinions and feelings.

Although the evening was a success, we hope that in
the future the other chapters will encourage us more.

Lucine
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Embark on the road to revitalize the
pride of the Armenian People which
lhas been wounded by the Reagan Ad-
ministration and its machinery.

Join in defense of the Los Angeles
Five which will ultimately determine the
will of our just Cause.

The Turkish oppressor must not and
will not enjoy the fruits of its poisonous
efforts.

URPL SESELUS We shall overcome... sooner or later.
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