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Dialogue in Blood

Members of the AYF Sardarabad Chapter got to
wiatch tedevision at their January 15 meeting, but it was
niot for their viewing entertainment. They watched a
tape of a special film entitled ~Dialogue in Bloed™, The
one hour and 18 minute program, preduced by Marilyn
Solomon, presented the Armenian and Turkish views of
the 1815 Armenian Genocide with commentary by Ms
Salomon interspersed betwesn segments, The Arme-
nians interviewed were Justice Armand Arabian, UCLA
professors Richard Hovannisian and Avedis Sanjian,
Asbarez English edition editor Sarkis Ghazarian, Arme
nian Dhserver editor Osheen Keshishian, and the Arme-
nian Patriarch of lstankbul; the Torks intercewed ware
government officials, the head of some Turkish cor-
porations in Turkey, and an elderly Turkish citizen, The
program attempted to discuss faldy both sides of the
genocide issue, although frequent gasps were hoard
froam the AYT audience following comments made by
the Turks,

After the program ended, unger Salpy Manjikian leda
H-minute discussion session. The consensus was thal,
overall, the program was impartial, thoogh it had some
negative points.

The following are sorme of the mambers’ commeants;

1)The initlal Intenviewses were all Turks, possibly
resulting in @ strong wviewer bias towerds the Turks.

21 The Armenian Patriarch of Istanbul presented &
rosy picture of Armenian life In Turkey, guite differant
from what we know to be true

3t & Turk claiming to be a survivor of an alleged
massacre was Imerviewed, yet not a single Armenian
survivor Was intersiwed.,

4 The Turks were interviewsd in spléndid, rich set-
fings while the Armenians were frequently shown in just
the opposite,

On the other hand,

11 the Armenians imtenaewad had the opportunity
to get thair point across to the American pubdic, and

21 the Armenians expréssed the desire to have a
debate with the Turks, mediated by neutral parties in &
secuMe |ocation. ¥et, the Turks displayed a lsck of
cooperation on the subject.

Overall, the chapter meambers pesponded en-
thusiastically to the educational and hope 1o conisnug
having such educationals.

Sardarabad’s Assembly
At Ferrahian

On Friday, November 29, 1383 the S5.F.V. “Sar-
darabad" Senior Chapier Cultural and Hal Tad sommii-
tees held a joint assembly at Ferrehian dedicated to
several Armenian pational and revalutionary figures,
The two committess had begun to plan the assembly
o months prior to the presentation date. Throwogh
thedr ol efforis, responsibilities were assigned and
finally speakers were appointed, lecture mateilal was
written, slides were taken and fliers were prepared.

Friday at noon the program began-as the master of
ceremanies, unger Vache Shirvanian, made the open-
ing eamarks on behalf of the AYF "Sardarabad"
chapter. He then introduced unger Sonig Khodanian,
tha first of the three speakers. Unger Sonig brigfiy In-
troduced the studenis 1o the life and scoomplishments
of & 13h century Armemnian national leader, Khrirmian
Hairlg, She also mentioned Khrimian Hairg's famous
quoie on the lrop Ladle

Following unger Sonig, unger Seda Malkonian spoke
on Levon Shant. |n her apeech, unger Seda included his
biography, and achievements, This in turm, was follow-
ed by unger Anahid Boghosian's lecture on Aoupen Des
Minassian, In her leciture, unger Anahid highlighted
Roupen's revolutionany acitivities.

Al En all, the assembly was 8 success and the Hai Tad
committes plans to once agein- address the Fecrahian
Students in several other assemblies,
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RESPONSE

Once again  the Moniebello Vahan Cardashian

Salpy Manjikian

TSN

Chapter has plunged into the bowels of injustice by at-
tribufing & fictitious quote 10 a-fellow unger,

Actions suech as these strike a powerful blow to the
warthy reputation this chapter has: earmed through a
decade ol hard work, After striving 1o gain equal siaius

with'the Vailey Sardarabad Chaptar.,  Vaban Car
dashian plummeted to new depths of hooligannism.

Such senseless perversions are not only dermeaning
to the Montebello Chapler; but to our honorabie
orgamzation as well,

(3reg KeosiEan
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THE BASQUES:
A STRUGGLE FOR
SELF—PRESERVATION

The land of the Basgues B located between the
borders of France and Spain. It is as big n size a5 the
stpie of Mew Joemssy—2006800 square kilometers.
Euskadi, as the Basques say in their native tongus, s
aplit into northern and southern regions. ''Euskadi
Morte'' 1= composed of 3 provimces: Labourd, Basse
Mavarre, and Soule, “Euskadl Sur” is composad of 4
provinces: Alava, Guipuzooa, Mavarra, and Vizcaya,
which comprise 90% of the 2.5 milion Basque popula
ticd,

Little s known about the origins of the Basgues. |t is
knowr: howewer, that the word "Basgue” has a pre-
celtle ardgln and is derived from the word V' Bascunes,”™
meaning “thoss from the heights.”

The Basgues have been an oppressed peophs. Thals
first strupgle for self-preservation began between 1000
and 500 B, C. when the celis armived and conguarad tha
Western Pyrenees. This domination was followsd by
the Rormans in 200 B.C., the Visigoths, tha Franks, and
the Moslams, Desplte the many effarts 1o wipe out the
Bazgue nation, they were able to establish their in-
dependance in 306 A 0. under King Sancho Garces.

Once sgain, the Basques defended themselves from
jrvading French troops in 1808. Throughoist this 6 year
battle ard the many betties that were to follow, the Bas-
gue pecopls managed to mainiain therr iBnguage and
culture, Euskera has been presumed to be "the first
human tongue’ and the language spoken in the garden
of eden, although neither ars proven facts. The
language s made up of the languapes of the Finns,
Hungarians, Egyptians, Berber Tribes, North and South
American Indians, Cehs, Caucasians, |berians, and
many mare. Presently though, Euskera s diminishing.
Only 20% of the Basque population has the abllity to
gpeak T, This 20% also composes of the majority of
those who continue {he Basgue struggle for autanemy.
POLITICAL PARTIES:

Tha first of the Basgue political parties to form was
the Basgue Mational Party, or PNV, This party was
established o thelate 1800's to preserve Basgue culture
and 1o achieve autoncmy and sventually indepandence.

The PNY bocame & stable organization in 1895 when
it began its clandestine operations, Some sections of it
wera forced into exile because of the need for secrecy.

L TBANG

A separata section of the PNV belonging to the Bas-
gug wormen was later formed, This was the Eumakrms
Aberizale Batzar, or Women's Pawriotic Council, Its

duties were to encourage charitable and cultural work
for the PNV and to help PNV exiles 1o work and find
homes. Basically, this could be compared 1o the Red
Cross,

In addition to 8 warnen's section of the PNV, there
was 8 special constituent organization for the Basgue
Youth. This was established in 19562 under the name
Euzko Gaztedi {EGH or Basgue Youth. The mapor goal
of this organizathon was to train and select young Bas-
gues o join the ranks of the PNV, Eventually thoogh,
many members of the EGI kefi the organization fo join a
mare radical ona, the ETA,

Tha PNV schieved many shori-term goals, one- of
which was the formation of the Confederation of Bas-
gue Entithes in Amerlca [CERAL This was centralized in
Carscas, Venezuela, to link all Basgue communities
togather. CEVA alse formed undercover schools in
Spain to promota the use of Euskera,

The second major Basque ocrganization to form |as
briefly mentionad before) was Euzkadi Ta Askstsuna
{ETA}, meaning Basque Nation and Freedom. It was
Founded in 1852 by seven college students who wera
disilusionad with the PNV, By 1953, the arganization
had already muhiplied and in 1867, the ETA and EGI
were combined. Due to ideclogical differences, the two
once agaln split Into the fwo ohginal organizations.

Tha leftist ETA bagan its operations quite slowly, It
hegan with distributing radical pamphlets to eventuatly
robbing banks and committing political assassinations.
By 1877, the organization succeaded In robbing over 81
million from Spenish banks in order 1o have essential
funds to finance terrorist operations.

From 1860 1o 1970, the ETA expariancad much hard
ship, The crganization divided and further subdivided 4
times. Tha worst such split occcurred in T30 at the sixih
assamibly of the ETA. The party further subdivided into
the Revolutiovnary Commmunist League (LCR} and
anather such groap. This apht almost put an and to the
ETA.

Today, however, the organizations continge thalr
struggle for sell-determination and & free Basgue land.

Arax
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VOLGA’'S OPINION

Recently | was engaged in & brief conversation with
an Armenian teenager. 'l am rather peased wath e
conviction,” ha sald, "Hampig killed someone and he
should go to @ll."”

This was the witimate. An Armenian youth, bom and
raised in this great country, raised as an Armearian [after
gll, he doss go to an Armenian church], yet does not
support ana of his own,

| asked him how he came to his conclesion. (Maybe
he had attended the trial and thus draw his concluskan
He s=aid that he read the newspapers-American
newspapers. OF coursal What elsa should we expect]

la it owr fault? Are we 50 iresponsibde as to allovw an
Armenilan youth, a supposed leader of tomorrow, o
practically turn his back on his paople? ls anyone to
hiame of 1s it just fate, Ne, it is not fate. It was planned
in 1915, ¥ed, ance again we may put the blarme on 1%
rightful owner, the Turkish Government

But 1915 was.a long time ago. Enough that we blama
anyona| Yes, the present Turkish Gowvernment shpuld
pdmiit to the atracitbes but we should #l=o continue our
ives a5 Armenians. Instead of wasting much needed
gnergy, let us be productive. Let us remady this
disgraceful situation. We must not allow aur youth to
slip away. We, as AYF-ers, as the future of our nation,
must educate the ignorant people of our generatian.
We must teach them what we know so that the op-
pressive Turkish Government and its: allies wlll not have
ihe satisfaction of seeing our nation die. Our woiith is
giving in 1o the outsiders and we should not give in, We
must act quickly, however, for tima is running out.

Az for the Armenian teenager, | feel saddened not on-
by for him but for the Armenian Nation as well

VOLGA
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Preserving ldentity

“To an Armenian youth, one of the most difficult
tasks in the world s being an Armenian’’. A% quoted by
Mr. Gabriel Injgjikian, principal of the first Armenian
High school in America, In order (o keep language,
culture, traditson, and history 8 nation must have its
awn land under its cwn people’s feet. For us Armenians
who wera forcefully uprooted from their ocriginal
homeland, and scattered throughout the world, it is a
constant struggle to-hold onto our Armenianism, The
"White Massacre™ in other words, gssimilation, has
bean taking its toll upon the younger Armenian genera-
tions. The fight against aasimilation is slowly being bost.
It & becoming exceadingly difficult for us to hang onto
our national heritage, which has three major fields 1o be
ratained:

The first field to be retained within the Armenian
culture Includes the Armendan myths and folkdone,
music and dance, and food. A famous epic i David of
Sassoun which originated during the Thh century and
transmitted by word of mouth from one generation to
the next, untll it was writien down in the later nine-
teenth century, It is said that David of Sasoon reised hig
lightening sword sgainst the tyranis who wanted (o
subjugate the Armenian people. He saved the Armanian
paople from perils and persecution,

The second feld 1o be retaimed in the Armenian
heritage iz the language which includes resding,
writing, and speaking Armenzan, Fifth century A.D. iz
considered the Golden Age of Armmenian betters and
Culture, After the Armenian Alphabet was created in
early fourth Camtury by Mesrob Mashtotz, the first im-
portant achisvement was the translaticn of the Bitile in-
to Armenian, which until then was read in the churches
either in Greek or Assyrian, & nation in crder to be call.
ed “'civilized” must have its own wniten language in
arder 1o endure and  survive.  Ancient  Armenian
literature writters in classical Armenian ks varied and
diverse. It lg composed of translations of Greek
philosophical works, original philosophical and
theosophical treaties. Chronicles and  History,
Mathematics and geographical works, postry, fables,
Epics, eic... The Armenian langusge B taught In the
homa but mamy of todays Armenian youth especially in
America have failed 1o learn the Armentan language and
through thie faillure they have lost a major part of their
identity, Armenian schopls have been apened quite
recently; close to thirty Armenian day schools pow
operate in the U.5., irying neverandiessly 1o ignlie the
Armenianism back mto the youth. For the most par
they have succeeded. The Armenian language is known
as the “Golden language’; it is so versatile yet very

pious, The Armenian langauge has two branches: tha
Eastern Armenian and Western Armerdan. In addition,
there is the Ancient classical Armanian which is sfill us-
ed in the church, the Bible and Fturgy i resd in
Classacal Armenian,

The final field to be retsined iz the History of the
Armenian pecple, which over a period of fourty cen-
turies dating back to pre-history. Landmarks are: The
farmation and fall of the Armenian Empire under Tigran
the Great, First Century A.D.. The conversion of the
Armenian nation into Christianity, third century A.D.
Tha creation of the Alphabet, the Battle of Averair, 451
A.D. against the Perslan Empire. Armenians accepted
Christianity in 351 A.D., it was the first naticn to-accept
Christianity. From the acceptance of Christianity spur-
red rrany conflicts with other nations such as; Persiana
in the fifth century, &rabs in the seventh cemtury, Tar-
tars, Mangols, Seljuks, and subsequantly the Ottoman
Turks who tried arduocusly to turn the Armenians away
from  Christianity resulting in many battles, Tha Var-
tananiz battle in which the Ammenians fought agalnst
the invading Armies of the mighty Persian Empire was a
battle for freedom of conscience and liberation of the
fatherland. In 1916 one and a half million Armenians
wearg ruthalesely massacred when Turkey planned a
mass extermingtion of the Armenian clvilization. Tha
Ottoman Turks wanted Pan-Turanism which like Var-
tananiz failed to deviale Armendans from Christianity,
The plan of Pan-Turanism was to “wipe-off'" the map
the country of Armenia and ransform it Into-a part of
the Citaman Empire.

In conclusion, with such a vast, rch, vet beautifully
fantastic heriiage slowly detenorating in the hends of
the future generations, the Armenian lands are sowght
back, by many of todays generations, | being of the
younger genaration and having never seen the lands on
which my forefathers ived wpon, feel strongly in love
with my nationality and seek 1o see the day when
Armania s a strong nation again... A free, independant,
and united ARMENIA.

HAROQUT K.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The “Sardarabad” senior chapter executiva
congratulates ungers Vazken Guiragossian, Jirair
Habeshian, and Sonig Khodian on joining the Ar-
miegnian Youth Federation on the road to the libera-
tion of Armenia,

STSTAN
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

ARMENIAN STUDENTS’

e
e
IS CULTURAL CONTEST
4
ORGANIZED BY
A.Y.F. SARDARABAD CHAPTER
CULTURAL COMMITTEE

AGE GROUP CATEGORY PRIZES

8to 11 1) Watercolor of any  First place winners
Armenian monument receive:

(buildings, statues, 1) A book on Armen-
churches). jan monuments and
$20.

12 to 14 1) Pencil drawing of 1) A book on Armen-
any Armenian mo- ian monuments and
nument. $40.
2) Recitation of an 2) A book of Armen-
Armenian poem. jan poems and $40.

15to 18 1) Pencil drawing of 1) A bock on an Ar-
a portrait of an Ar- - menian hero and
menian hero. $40.
2} Recitation of an 2) A book of Armen-
Armenian poem. lan poems and $40.
3) Composition on 3) A book on an Ar-
your feelings on an menian hero and
Armenian hero. $40.

NOTE:

— First, second, and third place winners will be awarded ribbons,
— All drawings must be standard size - 812 x 11",

— All compositions must be no less than 300 words and must be in Armenian.

— The deadline for all entries is March 2, 1984,

Fore more information call:

NIVA 769-7734
SEDA J63-0236
LISA 276-8324
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Terrorism

Before discussing terroriam, let us first define
the word. What is terrorism?

Terrorism can be defined as “the systematic use of
tarror (such as bombings, killings, and kidnappings| asa
Means ot forcing S0 8 paolitical
objective."-Encyclopeadia Britanica, 1978,

Terreram s found in our world today and there s not
much people can do about it. We find | In many coun-
trles, It s used by guerrdlas, insurrectionisis and ter-
rorist groups. ts major objective i 1o bring aboul some
poditicad change that the country is not happy with, Ter-
rorism may not be able toease the pain of past agonies,
but it s an effective tactic in evoking international
aknowledge for a cartain causa,

Let us now look at the Armenian situation and
sea how it affected our world today,

Armenians seek justice for the genocide of more thamn
1.5 million of their people in 1935, There are two basic
groups — Tha Justice Commandos of the Armanian
Ganocide [JCAG) and the Armentan Secret Army for
the Liberation of Armenia (ASALA), The JCAG have
waged a successful carmpaign against Turkish interesis
and have helped revitalize the Armenian Cause. Tha
majority of Its operations have been assassinations of
Turkish pofitical officials, whila ASALA s major apara-
tiorns have been bombings and aeirport -atiacks on
Turkish end non-Turkish targets

Lately, a naw group has come to the scene by the
name of Armenian Hevolutionasy Army (ARAL It has
cartied aul two operations, one in Bruasels, which was
thie essassination of a Turkish diplomit and the other an
attack on the Turkish embasay in Lisbon.

But what are the goals of these terrorist groups?

The goals of the Justice Commandos of the Arme-
nian Genocide are to reciaim their hometand and 1o seek
reparatiions and recognition of the ocrmes commitied
against their people by Turkey. They demand that the
Turkizh Gowvernment admit its responsibifity for the
Genocide of 1315 and recognize-the nght of the Arme-
an people 1o constitute &8 free indepandent staie on
Armerran land which Turkey Hlegably occupses.

The Secret Army for the Libsration of Armmenia
{ASALA) = Marxist orented and seeks closar Ties with
the Soviet Union. Half of their bombings are directed
against: Western [argets. ASALA would carry oul
military operations against any country which attermpls
to jail one of its commandos.

Both of these terrorist groups have certain goals, yet
they are quiet different whan it comes to achieving
those goals,

How do the people feel about the terroristic ac-
tivities In our world today?

Some peopie befieve that terrorism is an effective tac-
tit: n helping their country. It can help them bring about
an awareniess of their situation threughout the world,
They believe that through 1erroriam their chances of at-
taining their major objectives are vary good. Other peo-
ple believe that a viable solution to thelr probiems wil
anly come about through political meana or through-a
compromise on both sides. Whatever the case, 8 coun-
try will use whatever means possible for attaining ther

goals.
Hrant Shakhasdomian
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“Exclusive’’: C.E. visits S.F.

Throughout the last year, we 5 AYF memh-ar.s, have
haard a lot about the Central Executive. We receive eof
respondence fram them, we wrile letters asking perrmis-
ginn for speoial activities, they inform us of important
facts relating to other chapters...eic. But some of 'J.E
have neyed, actually seen nor met C.E.; therefore it 13
not suprising If we have wrong notions about the Can-
tral Executive. .

Well the Bay Area Rosdom chapter was no different
than any other chapter. So when we haard that C.E.
was going to visit the San Franciso chapter an the
Oecember 17th weekend, we imagined a group af peo-
ple who were going 10 come just 1o “inspect’ -our
chapter and criticize our ''taulis .

But we ware In for a surprisel First of all, Ungers Vahe
Yacoubian and Bediy Tashchian held a discusson
about the AYF goals during an Asbarez night, on Fri-
day. The AYF members enjoyed the dizpussion very
much, and by participating in the discussion, they felt
more comfortable with the C.E. mambers.

Saturday morming, at 8:00 a.m., four more C.E
members were supposed 1o arriva at the San Francisco
Alrport. Even though it was & last minute degigion, we
deciderd 1o “kidnap'” the C.E. members and treat them
ta 8 welcome breakfast! During the breakfast, we had
the opportunity to get acquainted with the .E.
members on an informal level, And after getting to
know same of them, we realized that they wera far from
what we had expected. After breakfast, the Rosdom
senior and junior executives met with C.E. and discuss-
ed important matters,

Since our day with C.E, had turned out to be such a
delight, we decided to invite them for a night of sight.
saeing around San Francisco. Since the members of
Central Execulive were nol accustormad 10 our cold
weather, we were forced 1o spend most of our time in-
donrs. which agaein gave Us mong time 1o bacome better
acquainted. Sunday, the Central Executive met with the
entira chapter, during a joint mesting, and discussed

some upcoming events. Our AYF members had 2
chance to ask some questions to C.E, and to clarify any
doubts ahout any subjects concarning the AYF,

Waell, Sunday afternoon, the night after the meeting,
the Central Executive had to return to Los Angeles,
Most of our members wished they could stay a litthe
longer, but unfortunatety it was not possible. Thank you
C.E. for coming and we hope 10 receive more viis dir-
ing the near futura! .

Edith Khachatourian
Bay Ares Rosdom Chapter

San Francisco's Armenian
Christmas Party

The night of January 7, 1384 was one of celebration
for approximately sixty members of the Bay Ares
Rosdom senior and junior chapters who gathered at an
Armanian Christmas party 1o dance fo the music
presented by a few dedicated ungers and to mest with
friends, old and new,

Highlights of the swening included a surprise ap-
pearance by & short, but very [olly Gaghant Baba whao
traded his gifis for a song or a recitation by those who
=5t on his knes, Several potentisl members who were
recruited at the St. Gregory Church Bazaar were also
present 1o become familiar with the fraternal at-
moaphere that is common at an AYF get-together,

Central Executive member Zareh Samurkashian ad-
dressed those in  attendance regarding recem
developments in the tial of Hampig Sassounian, remin-
ding all that this was a tral of the entire Armenian race
and not of Hampig akone.

L.A, Sedrakian

Agoump Night

Every Thursday svening we have agoump nights.
This is an evening where Armenian youth get together
just to have & goeod time, | have been fo a couple of
tham and | love it. We play games, sing, |learm about
computers eal, walch T.V., gossip, and more. | think
that if other chapters did something like agoump night
that they would find [t quite enjoyvable and successiul.
The turn out of agowmp night has been great, and it's

ome worth-while activity, Vaskan |sraslian
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MONTEBELLO

Mesrobian Committees

The AYF Montebeilo Vahan Cardashian Chapter has
always had a link with the Armanian Mesrobian School
becauss many of its members attended the school, The
chapter has decided to: strengthen s ties with the
Armenian school by cresting a seperate committes o
deal with atfairs concerning Mesrobian

The committee's main function is to support Mesro-
bian and establish a bord between the school and the
AYF chapter. The Montebeilo AYF baliewes that educa-
tion is@n essential factor 1o the growing Armenian con-
munity and for this reason they offer their halp,

The newly formed committes had their firsi mesting
on Sunday, December 11, 1383, Many ideas werg ax-
pressed and . discussed. The commitiee members
wanted to plan social activities mvolving both the AYF
and Mezrobian, The commities alao had 8 few sugges-
tions that would financially help the school

The committee B presenily involved with a newly
formed tutoring service for Mesrobian studenis, The
tutonng sevice is made up of chapter members. The
jdea of the sarvice is to help those students that need
extra attention with their school-work.

The committes & stil guite new and requires more
time to develop im order 1o fulfill its function: The future
for the committée |ooks. very promsing, The
Mantebello AYF is not the first to form such & commit-
tan; but their gesture {8 stll commendabde

Bairy Shnkian

VAHAN CARDASHIAN

GERMANY’'S ANATOLIA

They inhabit the ghettos; they axist in the poorest of
sanitary conditions; they perform jobs of the most
menlal labor: they are the street cleaners, the raflroad
workers, the cleaning ladies, the janitors, the factory
and blue collar workers, the low-skilled, low-paid, peon
laborars. They have built mosgues and Koran schools in
the major cities of Germany, they have flad their
homeland due to political and socio-aconomical unrest
and have brought with thaem to Germany these very
gama conflicts, Mow West Germany faces its own con-
flict, "What are we going to do with these poeoplat"’
Who are these people who the Germans call "The
Backyard Minority’'? They are “ruarkische
Gastarbeiter”™ or Turkish guestworkers who are
amphoyed and lving In Germany,

Most al today’'s Turkish workers have been in Gar-
many from ten to twenty years. At the height of severe
clashes between feft and right extremist groups in
Turkey, segregated parties, a war between church and
state, and an extremaly poor interpolitical situation, and
soci-economical problems, the news of work in Ger-
many and hopes for a better existence spread rapidly in
Turkey, A great worry in Garmany row iz the fear that
the battles of Turkey's left and right extremist groups
have been exported

Initially, anly Turkish men were working in Germany.
They would attain a worker's permit in Turkey, and with
the freedom to cross over borders, they would travel
back and forth between work and heme. This presented
a difficult economic situation for Germany because the
money eamad by the Turkish laborers was being taken
back in its entirely to Turkey, However, this practice has
subsided somewhat in recent years., Seperation from
thair families proved to be & strain for many Turkish
men. Suech clrcumstances prompied the guestworkers
to finally send for their families. Now, each year mare
and more Turklsh women are seen working in tha Gar-
man cithes. Some of the Turks live as legal citizens in
Germany, but many do not. Some illegal immigrants ar-
rive by plane, and without staying permits they are im-

nu.covlusnh@ehbholl
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mediately expelled. As uvnemployment today in West
Germany escalates, the Germans who are out of work
have developed a raging and growing hatred for these
toreigners who occupy positiona in the work force that
they otherwise would hold.

Although Turks represent the largest group of people
to imvmigrate to Garmany in search of employmeant, they
are not the onby fnmi:jnars. Culturally, however, the
Turks face the greatest problems in their respective
communities. There seems 10 be little room or tolerance
for the Mushim Turks in a very Christian sockety, Consa-
quently the Turks stick together in overcrowded ghet-
tes, solated from the German mainstrelim. Turks have
established their own restaurants, beanks, venues,
cultural centers, schools, religlous centers, and mos-
ques. Amongst themselves, they speak Turkish, making
litthe effort to learn the German langueage and fo
asgimilate.

Raligion represents the largest culiural diference bet-
ween the Turks and their Christian neighbors, This dif-
ference has exploded into what is commonly referred to
a8z a "Holy War”, where the Turks are building new
mosgues and Koran schools and where the Germans
fear an outbreak of Islam, Turkish women can be seen
going about daily tasks clad in their robed Muslim garb,
displaying their uncompromising refusal to be Wester-
nized. In 1380 there were over 1.3 million Muslims in
Wast Germany with eighteen mosgues in West Bedin
alone. Other cities with a heavy concentration of Turks
are Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Hamburg, and recently
Munich. Aside from the mosgues, the Turkish com-
munities in various cities have also establizhed Koran
schools for their children to maintain and centinue the
education of Istam. Because of grest political confiict
and unrest n Turkish districts, police are concarned that
the children are not being tawght only refigion In thess
schools.

Turkish children participating in Germany’s public
school system introduce yet another fender subject.
Special classes and programs have been implemented
in order to mest the nesds of the Turkish children who
are having difficulty with the German language, Due 1o
slow integration of these children into the classroom, a
feeling of inferiority and a low sense of sell-estesm per-
vades for these students, and it is not surprising thet
they cause much trouble at schood. Turkish childeen are
considered one of the worst influences m German
schoods in terms of drug and alcobol intake during
school howrs, and also in terms of being responsible for
getting young German students hooked on drugs.

Turks are known and despised for the fact that they
have large families which extend beyor the nuchear

family. Each child and each family recelve all the
benefits of walfare offerad to and as residents of Ger-
many. The government has no real method of determin-
ing whether aor not the children declared by one Turkish
family all bedong to the same father and mother. |t s
therefore extremely aasy for a Turkish fEmil-'g' 1o receive
widfare money for nieces and nephews by simply
stating that all of the children living under its roof
belong 1o the same parents. Germans are incenssd by
the concept that their tax money is going into the hands
of Turkish families who are receiving welfare by decaiv-
ing the German goverrment.

West Berlin represents the largest Turkish city this
side of the Bosphorus. Over 250,000 Turks live in the ci-
iy, accounting for more than ten percemt of ‘West
Berlin's total population. "Kleen-Smyrna’’ is the name
of Berlin's Turkish region with the districts of Wedding,
Neukoelln, and Kreuzberg ibetter known gBs the
“Turkish Ghetto"} lving within s boundarnes. Many
German citizens refer to this heavy concentration of
Turks as “"Harlem in Berlin®,

The Turks pose a great threst to law and order in this
city. There are from forty to filty Turkish unions which
are miore of bess extremist groups, represanting both kef-
tist and rightist factions. In Berfin the largest conflict s
intermal where the extreme left and right groups are at
pach ather’s throats, The police have made effons 1o
suppreas these radical Turkish organizetions, but brutal
ghetto slaughters at the hands of disputing voung Turks
continue.

The Innansenator Peter Uirich has strived te promote
integraticn of all Turks into Berfin's German community
despite the many problems. The governmant continues
to remind itself thet the Turks are underprivileged, par-
ticularly the children. Wealare workers have tied 1o con-
vinge Turkish children involved in  prostitution
{homosexual as well a5 heterosexuall and druag traffick-
ing iespecially heroin} to abandon such practices. Un-
fortunately some Turks consider these acts to represent
culture and progress. When struggling sgainst such at-
titudes and obstacles, the government can only hope
for integration and assimilation in the second or third
generation. German lawmakers bear a great fear for
whal will happen if the problems with these Turkish
guest workers reaches uncontroflable proportions, They
algo fear an open display of hatred fior all foreigners wiho
have relocated their homeland in Germany. This volatile
situation has been steadily escalating in recent years
and not since Workd War || has an ssue so concermed
the German people.

Beth Rustigian
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EDITORIAL

“Mshag panvor, renchber akhbar

Arik, mianank, harach knank
Ashkhadanki, tadi bashdban
Tashnagtsoutian tev tigounk dank"

So often have we murmured the words of this revolu-
tionary song at the end or the beginning of meetings
without paying any serous attention to their deep
mEning.

During the vears, the song has become g sort of
pledge that every ARF unger should recite before com-
mitting himself to tha battefield. Every word in the
above paragraph has been written for a specific purpose
and in it entirety it is an appeal to the Armenian peogple
to join the Armenian Revolutionary Federation and its
equitable social and political ideals.

A political organization can not survive without a
definite social diractive. It is this directive that shapes
the organization's outlook and stand with regard to
various external happenings. The same is true for the
ARF, whose ideals are set forth in the ARF Constitu-
fion. The ARF constitution consists of two basic parts
which comprise the organization’s political demands as
well as its ideology.

As AYF ungers it is our duty to understand these con-
capts so that we may better serve our peaple,

The Armenian revalutionary movement intensified
during tha 1880's, transforming ftself to a national
liberation struggbe with a unigue character of its own, It
became the symbol of 8 cause around which gathered
Armeniens from all classes.

The movement did not stop these however, it
irascended the state boundaries to give to the liberation
struggle a deeper sense of awareness to the miseres of
mankind &ll over the world. As a result of this process
the ARF adopted a socialistic outlook of the world and
the events occuring around it as its ideology.

Fresently our pofitical demands aim at restoring a
fres, independent, and united Armenia whose bordars
dre- 58t by the Treaty of Sevres; to this will be added also
the territories of Makhichevan, Akhalkalak and
Karapagh.

Whereas until today, the Turkish governmant refuses
to take responaibility for the massacres of 1915, we de-
mand also that this vile act perpetrated by Turkey be
condemned by the world and that the Armenkan people
be compensated for its loss by the return of the pc-
cupied territories as well as any necessary reparations.

Continued on Page 2
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Continwed from page 1

One of the main goals of the ARF remains the crea-
tion of a future democratic and socialist republic. This
political choice is founded on the principle’s of the con-
stitution as well as some historcal facts. For example, if
we glance at the history of mankind, wa will realize that
there always have existed two kinds of people — those
who would exploit others for their benefit and the ones
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who were being exploited. In the past, this interrelstion-
ship was best described in the feudal systemn or with the
serfs.  Later, it became obvious with the creafion of
colonies and the expansion of colonialism with thae
workd; today it manifests itself under the guise of
capitalism or imperallsm. All these concepts hawe
something In common and that is the process of “ex-
ploitation”” of human resources or labor,

And because socislism is basically a popular rreowve-
ment, it will always be governed by democratic prin-
ciples.

Fortunately, human beings have always strived for a
free and equal society, As the individual becomes the
victim: of class exploitation so do nations thet succumb
to the appetite of imperialist powers. The same process
duplicates itseff on tha mtematicnal level a3 i the cass
of the Armanian nation and peopla.

In conclusion, it is the duty aof each AYF unger, to ful-
ly comprehend the nature of these social and politica
ideals, hefore he or she makes any commitmant to join
the ranks of the Armenian revolutionary mowvement,
These principles constitute the basis of our present
liberation struggls. The least we can do is 1o study them
sEicUSly.
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A Poem Dedicated
To Hampig:

Hampig, | think you are brave,

to not cry and complain through i all.

It was like yvou were in 8 cave

trapped, trying to forget it all

But meanwhile we were strong

Complaining and fighting for you and your rights,
thiz: sirugle tock long

and o did our fights.

We will continue till we get whal we want
We will be strong for Hampig

And all who come after him.

Wi will one day go back to Armania,

Our hiome

Liza Donoyan
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