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> MFESSACE

FROM T HE _EDITOR

SOME THINGS

ARE NOT FOR SALE

The Armenia-Turkey Protocols present a
critical juncture in our nation’s history.

Through the stroke of a pen, the rights,
dignity and interests of the Armenian people
threaten to be sacrificed on the altar of political
and economic expediency.

v' The countless years of relentless work
put into having the world open up its eyes
to the reality of the Armenian Genocide
risk being undermined through the
creation of a so-called ‘historic
commission.’

v The Armenian people’s legal and moral
claims to Ararat, Ani, Kars, Van and the
rest of our historic homeland threaten to
be forfeited through the legitimization of
a border created through Genocide and
aggression.

v The sacrifice of thousands of our best
men and women in the liberation of
Artsakh threatens to be compromised by
an agreement emphasizing artificial state
boundaries above the right to self-
determination.

The recent qualified ruling handed down by
the Armenian Constitutional Court—while
deciding that the Protocols are constitutional—
held serious judicial reservations. The Court
stated that ratification of the Protocols cannot
contradict Article 11 of Armenia’s Declaration of
Independence [The Republic of Armenia stands
in support of the task of achieving international
recognition of the 1915 Genocide in Ottoman
Turkey and Western Armenia] and that the
Protocols cannot speak on behalf of Artsakh.

The unprecedented international
outpouring of anger and opposition to the
provisions of the Protocols resounded in a loud
and unified “NO!” to the officials in Yerevan. It
reminded the ruling elite in Armenia and
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throughout the world that our perseverance
as a people has never come out of submission
and capitulation. Our triumph over the odds
has not been a result of backdoor deals and
political maneuverings. Rather, our survival
has been due to the resilient determination
to struggle for our basic rights.

The dangerous implications of the
Protocols for our national interests point,
more than ever, to the urgent need to change
the undemocratic, unjust, and inequitable
conditions in our homeland. The lack of
accountability of those in power and the
disillusionment of the general population
must be reversed if we want to see the viable
and prosperous Armenia we all envision in our
hearts. Such a reversal will require us to not
turn away from Armenia, but rather to flock
more firmly towards it.

Just as we struggle against the odds to
maintain our identity and community in the
Diaspora, we must come together collectively—
organized and determined—to overcome the
obstacles that stand before our nation’s future.

The onus is on us to unite and do the work
required to see our struggle through; to ensure
the sanctity of our national and historical
interests and to declare that they are not for
sale, at any cost.

The goals remain to secure the
international recognition of Artsakh’s
statehood, the pursuit of reparations from the
Government of Turkey for the crime of
Genocide, an end of the occupation of Western
Armenia and the establishment of social
justice, human rights and democracy in the
Republic of Armenia.

The movement continues...

www.Stopthe Protocols.com




With its majestic architecture and storied
F REBUILDI past, the city of Gyumri is a living
museum to Armenia’s greatest

catastrophe following the Genocide. The
devastating earthquake in 1988 killed
some 20 thousand and nearly leveled
S H A I I E RE D Armenia’s second largest city. Yet, the
people of Gyumri are an inspiring
example of how Armenians have the

unique ability to look beyond disaster
and despair, to come together, regroup,

BU I L DI N G S TO and work toward a better and brighter
future.

Although Gyumri’s pre-Soviet

structures still stand, many parts of the

city still remain in ruin. It’s hard not to

feel the pain this city has endured when
walking through its dilapidated streets.
RWIVI NG mOKEN Little economic development has
occurred here since the earthquake, and

Gyumri’s people continue to struggle to
survive. They live much more modest

lives than their counterparts in Yerevan
o and lack many of the amenities capital
o city residents have enjoyed during the

last few years. Employment
opportunities in Gyumri are limited and

By sometimes the prospects for change
RP ] Allen seem bleak. Only recently has the
Yekikan Armenian government become serious

about rebuilding what was once the
industrial center of the Caucasus.

Despite the adversities they face, the
people of this storied town posses an
uncanny sense of humor. They turn
despair into laughter and sorrow into
cheer. This becomes all the more
apparent when looking at its energetic
youth. Their future may seem gloomy
and their material possessions may be
as meager as the third-hand clothes they
wear, but these children and teens find
joy and excitement in the most modest
of things.

This summer nine young diasporans
from California traveled to Gyumri to set
up a day-camp for the city’s youth—to live
among them, share in their experiences,
and make a small but positive impact on
their lives. They were not surprised that
dozens of boys and girls flocked to the
camp, excited that Armenians from
abroad had come to their hometown to
spend the summer with them.
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A MISSION FOR THE YOUTH

Youth Corps began in 1994 as AYF’s
response to the desperate needs to rebuild
war-torn villages in Artsakh. The program
sent groups of young Armenians from the
Diaspora to the Homeland every summer
to help in reconstruction efforts throughout
the region. In 2008, the program changed
its focus from rebuilding shattered
buildings to reviving broken spirits.

Gyumri was therefore chosen as the
pilot location for what is becoming an
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entirely new
archetype for
Diaspora-
Homeland
relations.

“It’s easy to
blindly send
money, but the
impact and real
value in rebuilding
our people’s
confidence in the
Armenian nation
is priceless,”
explains  Sose
Thomassian, the Director of the Youth
Corps program. “The Youth Corps camp
has given us an opportunity to interact
with the children and youth of Gyumri,
to build bonds with them, to teach them
and learn from them, and show them
that people outside Armenia have a
vested interest in their future.”

Fifteen-year-old Arax Manoukian
was among the 150 children who
attended the camp this summer.
Seeing first-hand how much her
Diasporan brothers and sisters really
care about her existence and future
was inspiring, she says, describing
her feeling about the group in her
winning entry in the camp’s essay
competition.

“The Youth Corps group is really
inspiring the kids here,” says Arax. “Their
love of nation is motivating because they
show us how supreme the fatherland is for
them, even from thousands of miles
away.”

That love of nation, and the invisible
bond connecting young Armenians in the
United States with their peers in the
Homeland is evident in the effort Youth
Corps volunteers make year-round to
make their projects in Armenia a reality.

AYF members worked tirelessly, year-
round, to raise the money needed to execute
their visions for the Youth Corps program.
Their work enabled them to connect
Armenians regardless of distance, borders,
and financial obstacles.

“Fundraising for the program began
early in the year,” explains Sose. “AYF
chapters worked with the Youth Corps
committee to organize events in their
communities, and they raised money for
the program. Chapters worked with the
Youth Corps committee to sell
merchandise. They organized car washes,
breakfasts, dinners, and bowling nights.”

Alongside the fundraising was a
thorough effort to plan the camp’s day-
to-day activities. Camp Gyumri’s
curriculum, schedule, and mode of
operation were adapted from the
program used by AYF Camp Big Pines for
the past 32 years. The schedule consisted
of morning exercises, breakfast, English
lessons, song and dance practice, Karate
lessons, lunch, art & crafts, and group
activities.

After months of hard work and
preparation Serop Chalian, Levon
Abrahamian, Berj Parseghian, Kevork
Babayan, Kevork Kebabjian, Sanan
Haroun, Arianna Deleon, and Nora
Injeyan arrived at Yerevan’s Zvartnotz
airport on July 11 to begin their mission
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in the Homeland. They were joined in
Yerevan by Manuk Gerbinyan, a local
AYF member who volunteered to work
with the group during their stay in
Gyumri. A few weeks later, an anxious
and jet-lagged Alex DerAlexanian landed
in Yerevan, hopped on the first bus to
Gyumri and also joined the group.

CAMP GYUMRI

“Imagine your summer filled with
breath-taking landscape, food that
entices your senses, monumental
structures, endless laughter, meeting
locals that will offer everything in their
household to you, and taking on the
responsibility of being a mentor to a
group of children thousands of miles
away,” says Sanan Haroun, describing her
first few days in Gyumri. “Reality
transcends imagination when you find
yourself in Gyumri.”

Camp Gyumri opened its doors on
July 22 at 10:30 AM. By 11:00 AM, the
the run-down Armenian Relief Society
(ARS) center used for the camp site had
been flooded with more than 80 kids.
“They were overwhelmed with
excitement,” says Sanan, recalling how
the campers couldn’t sit still in their seats.
“The smiles on their faces and eagerness
to start the camp session was absolutely
priceless.”

The first few days of camp were
difficult for the group. Though most had
served as counselors at AYF Camp,
nothing could have prepared them for the
kids of Gyumri. The campers were
unrestrained and full of limitless energy.

“The kids in Gyumri are like AYF
Camp kids, but on steroids,” says Alex
DerAlexanian. “They are constantly
moving at 100-miles-an-hour, and they
have no brakes or any intention of
slowing down. However, they are the
most humble and the sweetest kids T have
ever worked with. They joke with us, they
pick us flowers, and they never
complain.”

Alex, who participated in Youth
Corps through the Birthright Armenia
Program, landed in Armenia a few
days after the camp began its
operations. He says recuperation from
jet lag would’ve been a waste of time,

so he set out to immediately
experience Armenia.

“Ittook us all a few days to get the hang
of the whole thing,” recalls Kevork
Babayan. It’s past midnight, and he hovers
over an authentic wooden backgammon
board at the Youth Corps house. In this
moment of meditation and reflection, he
says, “the hardest part of it all was coming
up with daily agendas and work for the
kids. But we eventually grew into our jobs,
and it became sort of natural.”

The next morning Kevork holds up
flash cards of images for the children
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to identify during English class, while
Sanan Haroun and Nora Injeyan write
down the words on a giant piece of
paper for the kids to copy down in their
notebooks.

“We check their notebooks at the
end of every class, and whoever has it
all right gets a sticker. They really loved
this,” says Sanan. “We have review
sessions at the beginning of every day
and have a quiz mid week on the words
they have learned.”

In a white-walled classroom
furnished with school desks, the campers
looked toward the future, working on
essays about the Homeland. The essays
will be entered in a composition
competition at the end of the session.

The campers also help design the
logo for next year’s camp t-shirt during
arts and crafts. Between these activities,
campers spend half-an-hour every day
learning Karate with Berj, who holds a
third degree black-belt. Berj says his goal
for the trip was to instill discipline into
the kids.

Donning their white AYF camp t-
shirts, the eager students form lines in
the center’s courtyard. Behind them is
the picturesque ravine with an ancient
church on the other side. In the patio,
the campers stand firm in a defensive
position taught to by their sensei. They
wait for Berj to shout commands,
orders, and names of moves they should
perform during their martial arts
lessons.

“Everyone needs to know how to
defend themselves, so they don’t get
taken advantage of or hurt,” explains
Hovo, a 10-year-old camper. Hovo says
Karate lessons were his favorite activity
and that “those people who know how to
defend themselves need to take care of
the weak, who don’t.”

“You could really see how much they
loved the Karate lessons,” says Berj. “It’s
as if they have a natural inclination for
learning how to defend. Maybe this
comes natural to Armenians.”

After jumping up with joy for
answering the winning question for
the blue team in a quizbowl
competition, 14-year-old Rouben
Abrahamian darts toward Kevork, his
group leader, and thanks him. “I would
be sitting at home, bored, and doing
nothing if it weren’t for you,” Rouben
says. But because of camp, Rouben was
able to learn new things, meet new
friends, and spend his time “in a much
more enjoyable way than at home.”

“Our schools don’t teach us the things
they teach us here,” Rouben explains.
“They don’t go deep into Armenian
history, about the Fedayees or their
victories and struggles. But here, we have
fun learning about our heroes and their
stories inspire us and make us proud.”

Early on, it was apparent to the
entire group that these kids never
experienced a summer like this before.

“Every game, every song, every
activity we do, the kids genuinely
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enjoy,” says Serop. “Seeing their looks
of amazement when they watch
Sensei Berj do some karate moves and
the giant smiles on their faces when
they do the chicken dance during
morning exercises are all we need to
let us know that the kids are loving
the camp.”

The beneficiaries of this summer
of fun, however, weren’t just the kids
of Gyumri. On any given evening, one
would find the Youth Corps crew
reminiscing about memorable
moments throughout the day as they
walked down Gyumri’s brick-laden
streets to their home-away-from-
home in the Turki Mayla
neighborhood.

“T have been a counselor at AYF
Camp for quite some time now, but it
is different here,” says Sanan. “It is
very hard to explain with words, but
there is this self-satisfaction you feel
here. Because you realize that you are
truly making a difference in these
kids’ lives.”

Late one night, Sanan jots down
notes into her journal, so that she will
know what to post in her next blog entry.
“Needless to say, this is worth more than
anything in the world, because you
know that it will shape your own life,

and you will carry it on with you for the
rest of your life.”

LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS

For these young Diasporans, Youth
Corps was more than just summer fun;
they were in Armenia for a specific
purpose, and each of them knew exactly
what that was.

“The AYF sent us to Armenia to set
the foundation for a new generation that
will take ownership of its homeland and
look forward to a future living on the
land of their forefathers,” explains Berj.

The Youth Corps program, from its
inception, has sought to close the
artificial gap created by the Genocide
and widened by decades of isolation
during the Cold War. The program exists
to encourage Diasporans to take on a
more direct role in the nation building
process in Armenia.

“The homeland is very distant, and
you can’t fully comprehend what the
situation is like here from watching it on
television,” says Artak Avedisian, the
Chairman of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation’s Central
Committee in Shirak. He is also a
volunteer counselor at the camp, and he
says it’s hard for Diasporans to

understand how people live in
Armenia, what their needs are, and
what are things that are to be
cherished and preserved without
Diasporans seeing them and
experiencing them first-hand.

Sitting at a table at Camp Gyumri,
Artak talks about his experience with
the campers. He talks about working
as a teacher and principal at a local
school, and he sifts through a bucket
of colorful beads, assembling tri-
color bracelets for his campers.

“Through Youth Corps, the AYF
volunteers experienced first hand
what it is that Armenians here
struggle with,” says Artak. The
volunteers also saw the country and
met the people they work to promote,
protect and empower through their
unique position in the United States.
Armenia became real for them here.
It became more than something they
read about or talk about or a dream
they work toward. I believe this
experience will inspire them to work
much harder for their ideals.”

Artak is 35-years-old, and he is a
veteran of the Karabakh liberation
struggle. He has been working for
years with his fellow ARF members in
Gyumri to establish regular Sunday
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schools and day camps for youth in
the area. There’s a desperate need for
it, he says, referring back to his own
experience in the school system.

“Quite frankly, the schools here
don’t instill love of country in the
kids early on,” he says with an air of
concern while preparing supplies for
his Arts & Crafts class at the camp.
“There is no school here that starts
off the day with the singing of the
Armenian national anthem, and no
book that animates for them the
achievements of our people
throughout history.”

Camp Gyumri is a welcomed
change for Artak and may parents
who sent their children and
teenagers to the Youth Corps
program. It gave dozens of kids in
Gyumri a completely different
experience.

“Here the children sing the
national anthem with pride every
morning,” says Artak. “They learn
national and patriotic songs, and
about our greatest moments like the
establishment of the first Republic of
Armenia, the Battle of Sardarapat,
and the liberation of Arstakh. These
are historic moments they can be
proud of.”

He flips through the pages of an
elementary school history book that
only allocated two paragraphs to the
liberation war in Artsakh. “These are
things they learn very little about in
their schoolbooks.”

For Artak, and the families
touched by the camp, these nine
Diasporans who came to Gyumri
from California had more of an
impact than they may ever truly
realize.

“Youth corps has laid the
foundation for the ARF in Armenia
to set up Sunday schools and regular
day camps not just in Gyumri, but
throughout the entire country,”
Artak proudly states. “At the end of
the camp we had over 30 children
sign up for the local ARF youth club.
This would have taken us years of
difficult work to do that without
Camp Gyumri and the Youth Corps
project.”

AYF Youth Corps volunteers
promise that extending this impact
will be the mission of the program in
the coming years. Upon their return
home, volunteers quickly began
planning for a second camp in
another one of Armenia’s less
developed regions.
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wpdbinpb| Gwpwyuwjlwlhl Yhpwpldwl hbnbrwbfng
ghpfbpn hninfuniphilp:s Ophy oufnyd wwlwplbyne
wquunniphtil nt wqnbgniphilp wkwnf £ qbpd SGw)
Gwowwuyplwhibpnt Yuylwlnhs Yhpunnudtl: Gpk hnygd dp
npny fuyih tp whwnp hwdwawylp bu whnp nhtwg abnfkl
wwn pwl whnh wwy, hwubluih B np wg fugbpp yhop
snigk wnlb;: Uju wwpwquyhl ndpwpdwlnippilp
YJuubglibiny wunbuwnhlghGbpp nshG; qhpwd 4’pjjwl
npnyhbunbt wyn qopénnniphilblbpp whdhywyku
qupnifwlbnt jupnyniphtlp wwlwiehl §'nibbGwi:

Uy6 nprwlwgbwnbbpp np Gwpwwuwylwiibp nibne
Gwlwuppniphil niGpb puyg dnnnynipnhl Jbpwpbpuneifng
dnwhngnuwd bG, qubnGf Yp nibl npuykugh dngnynipghl
wngbt wwhwwlnnulwl bpbihl bu hwlwnwynpypl
huwiwlinippilip wywhnybint wwpwquyhl hinfp Goowinudnyg
Gbpluywlwb npytu wqquyhl jwhbpnt wwynwwlbbp: Uk
nhrwlwghbwnlbpp nkd LG
Gwpwywylublbpny, quinbf jwhwqulg wiplinnib)h
pwlwabinidny npykuqp
wihwlwawjinipbwl ywnpniwlny pwlwlgnipphilbbpp
1fbG: Ppwornwpwp Gwfowywylwl gk wpnpdwlp wbih
Uju
ppwlubniphilp pubwlgnnibpod Yp dnk nkyh ywin wdwl
funwfwlul Gywnwlwjuplupnipbub: Uju donbgnudp

npnlf  whdlGwwyku

Y wnwowplykl

Ubd E fwl wnnyy Jbpnudnipbwl gwlfbpp:

wylifwl JGwuwlwp £ np qwin whqud Gwpwwuplwiibpk
wquwn juybpnt unbydnudp wibih Gywunwnp 3oy

SNREANL PUAULL LURUIGUSU UL MR 61

Lwj-pnipf jupwpbpnipbwlg plwlwlnbuglwl
qnpdplipwugp hp wuynolwlwl dGntlnp wnwe Znlnbdphp
10pG, Bhippop Uy, puyg wlnp wwwpwunniphilp wikip
fwl JEY wuph wbibg be wwhwlgkg gbpuybunniphiilbpne
hbnbinnwl bt wljowown wpwlgnipphilp: tdniwp Ehbpfhy
wyl Yupdhfp np Zwjmunwlb ne Pnpfhul wnwlg wpnwfhb
Uppwidnnipbwl Yp YupbGuyhl ppup hbwn bgqnu qulby;
Foupfhwl hp vwhdwlp pwlwny sGshG whnbuwlwl jwh
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yhwunp wpdwlbwgpkp, pwjg quud jwhp pugnudhl
piybpwlgny phrwlwghnwluwl g pugwip® wjuhifh
Uwnpyhwlh quipnipp, whuh s'wppupuglbp:  Pul
Zujuuwnwlp wywgnigwd kp, np Gojihuly thwl vwhdwling
Ypluy whnbuwlwl wh wpawbwgpb) wnwlg ng LY ghgnud
pibny Upgujukl: Puyg Mtntuwunwli-4pwunwl wunbpugdp
Ukgwnby pbpwt Zwjwmunwbh Juwlquinp wnbinpulub
dpliwyp® np  bpphf
qunulhf skp puyg ng wy
poninpnypl pdpnlniwd
npyku wywhnynipbwb
plnhp, b gnigbiny
qdbpjhobghlif  wlnp
nwpwow)pywlhwypl
UbYntuwgnudp: huly
Pnipfhny Glundwdp wyy
wuwbpuqup wpplignig
«yuy  Twwnbpuqd»p
qqugnudibpp bt Jujop np
(fniubpp pfwlwb
uwhdwl Ybpugwnlwny
whwh  Jwuwlqb@ hp
ntdwlipurpbpn
hnpugpudhyngh
Gwowlabih nhpfp: 8pobGf
np  wjunbnkl  whwh
wliglpht Gipnuwyhb
nidwlipiph wuhwlyfhbpp
puwiwpwpbglng fuphuh
bv  plwfwl  fwuqp
fonynywllbpp:  Pwlh np
fpnngnJulilbpnoh
Qunnignudp huljwywljwb

wnwlig

Yunpniwo

dwfvubpnt Guybgur, winlg
wipwhwl gnpdbp bu
wywhnynipphilip bpwopvwenpbip bipwwwyhb bu npngy swihng
ULUUPGE hpdGwlwl dwwhngniphtGl b Gipnwywyhl'
npnyhbwnbt hpbGf whwnh vwunbl wyy nidwbhopbpp b UUURG
npnyhbnbt wu pnnpp Yp hwdpllih wwpwdwipywbhb
ybpwpbpbw) hp nilbgwd hbnwwnbu dpwqhpbbpnd(.
Zuywunwlip Mnruwunwlhl ghpy kG hwlby, npnb hbnbiwGfng
tnruwuwnwlpl wqnbgnipbwl gownpl Guhwlyh §’EGpwplncp,
bt Mwpulwuwnwbh hbn gwlufughl Yuwyp §p Ynpulght, np
wihh P unwlabwgGl Mwpulwunwlp:

Ubliwpwlintphil

hwuljugnynipbul

ppwlwlntpbGt

Jhhiwlwugpniphib E:

Uju wuwydwlbpnil wwl bu bppnpn pkdfbpnd
Unnudlbpny Zwjwunwll ne Pnipfhwl pwlwlgnipbwb
ubnulpl vnipg Gunbgwul jupwpbpnipbwlg plngpp e B
n’y wibih Yohnf nilp wwpq k2 Upgkl qopwinpp dhywn
wuwpuuwn b pulwlgnipbwl Gunbiny npnyhbnb fuy ghwnk
np poliwhli sh Ypliwp hpbli ghgnudh wnwlihy uy hGF whinh hnpak
wnuwibjugn)i qhgnidlibpne dwwnlb) pohwidppl: Gpk qopwinp
bnwd wwnbh sbu pwlulghp,
bpp whuh puliwhghu:
UJEG wupwquyhl, nnibug
fwpwywjdwlbibpp
hwpmniphil  fugw bp-
bint by
hnpawlfibpne yninp Yp
puliwb, Ywlwiwly fhqh
hwdwp, bv pighwlnup
qupoplpwgp dwjunnnip-
bwl Yp wwlphG:  Uju
bpyhplbpnil ybpabgnudp
ykwnf b ppwy wnwlg
Gwpwywjlwilbpny b
swihwqulig pulinuy
wypwunbjwlbpyny,
npnyhbwnbt thnfpwugnyl
wihwdwdw)lintphilp
Ypluy plpugfp fowthwlby:
h?Gs Yp Gowlwlhk Ghplw)
vwh'wlGbpnt Gwlwsnudp

ulLblnIlI}

Yud whpwpbwgulud fu-
pngsnipbwl nunpbgnudp.
wllwjv bpyhpbbpne hobe
Juuwbp uinbyobnt mwppu-
Ywl fwybpl G wunGf:
Bwpwpbpnipbulg
plwfwlnbwgnudp  Yp
hnpabl wpuwyku Ghplwjuglb|® bpynt whnnippillbpne
wupunoliwlwl Yuwybpnt hwunwwndwl gnpéplipwg b ng
wib{hG, npykuqh wju pnnpp wlybwu bpbih bu
wlhwdwawyl quininyibpp whwnpwdwpwliulwl nt
dwypwybn bpbupG:

hpulwlnipbwl Uty wwndnipbwl plipwgfhl Fnupfhn
(intwliwd ywhbpp, hwlunwl np winbf whhpuwe Thynglbpny
abnf pbpniwd bl, wjuybu Ynv qub Jbpglwlwluwyku
Juibpugnibnu

- ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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dNRENNLP ZU.Gbh 0-2 bUY ThhULU.GhSULLY 2U.Thh...
Upwngnpdlwppwpuph unnpwgpnipbudp
hudwawylughpp widd dinwe bppnpy hwlgpnuwl: 8njuny
KGf np wyunby puljwlwl fGGwplnudGbp §p junwpnihl b
wyy fiGwplnudlbpnil bqpulwgnippilibpp Yp hwubhG
hwlpnipbwl p wuppbpnuphil whghwhG, nup pppowlnephebp
Ywhbpbuwghl wlbwpllbpny phippdwgniphil nwpwodbg:
Mopwliniphilp hwpgniflibpnt wwinwupwlbpnt winkG dhywn
y'puk pt wtli hlig Wbp niquidhl wku whwnh spyjwy b hlstu
Poupfbpp Yplwb npny hwpgbp bl Gwpwlb) bif wy Yphwlf
wnuppbp UblGwpwlnippil ntlblw): Punufwlwlngpbub dty
plinhwlpwuwtu dbp niqudp sppup, nupbdl qupdwluwgh sk
np wju whqud wy Ubp niquoép wbynp shque: Pwjg wyu
Gwhpwywylwiibpnil jnipy HGEF p°Gs Gywuwnwinp
Ubljiwpwlnippil Ypbwhf niliblw), wuluwihl juwpwnbh sk
UwhdwGlbpnt Gwlwsnidp hlswk®u vblylwpwlbif npytugh
hnqujhG  ppwiwlwl  wwhwleflbpp  spunblf:
UGpwpbwgulud fupnggniphilp plswk®u vblyGwpwibGf
npykugh ULd tybnlh Gwlwsdwl gnpdplipwugp pupp
ppuglnipbwl spwlqupk:  Mwndwlwld hwpgbp
nuuntdGwuppbint dho-funwwpwlwl jwabwfnudpp
phswkEu vbYGwpwlbGf npywtuqh dbp wwwndniphilp
spobquphipbG: UblGwpwlnippil wnwlg hwuljugnynipbwb
ppwlwlnphll upniwd Jpiwlwgpniphel b
Ubpohl bpynt wdhulbpp gnjg wnipl, np pkbe
Lwjmunwlh wpnwfhl fuwfwulwbnphibp  pGfqhlf
Junwgunbd Yp Gbhpluwjwugll, ppwlwlnipbwl dky hp
nupniphtlp jbnwgpdwlwl hnuwGfibpne bipwluwy k:
Ujuwd qunuh pulwlgniphillbpp
hpwwywpuwluyluglbint npnynudtl b ybpgugwud Bpfuljwl
fupnggnipbwl wngbt nnphil wwhbny, wpunwfhl gnpong
Gwowpupnipbwl wwowolbwlbpp Y wpluntdwbwb Lhwyh
bpp fGGwnwwuniphiGlbpne bibikgp hp ququplwlkwnpl
hwulh b wyi wwnkl, Yupdbu pk whwdwy, nwlwcpl
wlpwiwpwp pugunpniphlibp Yoo wwlb b jun wlqud
(injGhuly hwpgbpnil hwpgnitnyg Yp ywinwupowlbb: vlwl
wuntjpulbpnt plpwgfhl wwpwlniunipbub qqugnudp
wlpuntuwipbp k:

LNRM+ 4 SULF bl

Uwhdwlh pugnidny fwul bphnt Juwbqlbp, npnlg
Ywuhl gupny whnf bywd qpoyglbpp whnp sb6 nGbGwp:

Unwyhlp qunph opkGfibpnt bt hwdwlwpgh plinpnynudG k:
Uwnwhngnippilu Poopfbpne Ghplunudnudp gk wy Zugwunwlh
huywpwihnudl b Uwpyhly hpblg whnbuwlwl hpwypfiwlp
pupbjuibint hwdwp Yp Jbpwplwlnihl ghiphl wypniuwn
fonuwnwgnn bplpplbp: Vbpluyhu Coupfhng oty wpnkl jhund
huqup hwybp Yp plwlpb whopkl, wyu phip 22 plwlsnipbwb
Yonwinpuubu bplne wnlnup Yp Gbpluywmglk: Uyhuta gk
np Ppfulwl Swlnphl hwinky np hwdwlpwbfp Unbg
wyy puqunippilp Qnjhu bppuny, wy winGf wyn fwypl
nhubghl npnyhbwnb Pnupfhny ninfiwgny dhohl puuwljupgp
wpfowinwlifh w)l hophqnlGlbp pugwd b hpblig wngbi: huly
Lwjwmuwnwlp Uk nwuwlupgbpne fhebe blwdninp
wlhwiwuwpniphilp Gnupwgud Uhohl uuwlupg unbndhyg
b wypwku Yp qwpnilwllt wwhb): 8njuny LG, np
hopowlnipphilp dpwghplbp Hywlhwd b, npnlf uwhdwlh
pugnidp npuywinfwn oquugnpdbing whgnpdnipbwl nkd
whwh wuwjfuphl:
wypwifibpne Ghpunionudp Yplwy npny wuyupkqlbpne
Ypwy whwghl Gynid hpwihpby, npp p Ybpeny wlhqnponipbwl
Up wwlh:

bpypopy Juwlqp whnbuwlwl bv pGYbpwyhb
hnpdwifGbpny jnp b Pnipfhwl dwlop E npyhu
pUpbgnighsibp wpwnwypny bu wlnlg nwpwlghl
fwlwwwphlbp wpwdwnpny whnniphtl: Uwhdwlp
pugnultl bnf wju jnijwl h°G; wqnbgnippil whunh
nilblwy Zwjwuwnwlh wlwnbunipbwl bv plGlbpwyhl
YbwGfhG Jpwy: duwwh b np «ubr pnifuy»h
UbGwylnphbw|Gibpp whwnp nigbl hpblg Ynpowbhy
uwwuwpyniphiGibpp pbpb) Zwjwunwl bu jwpwywmhlb

Lwlunwl wwpwquihl wdwb

quji phpblg wwypwlfp wlinp gwdwfpl Ypwykl
tnfoupbny:

Yunwlfghpnl qniquhbp ful Gwbe vwhdwlh pugdwl
hbnbiwlfny wnwibinippillbp, npnlg Jwupl Yp ubGf
Gonpowroguywllbpnii gunugnylbpkl: Uuljuyl Jhisbe wuop
poynp wyl wnwnbnuppGGbpndG dwahl np uwd 56 nGnbuwlwi
nnpnpl vty vwhdwlwhwlniwd LG puly Juwlqglbpp Yp
puthwlighl wnlinuwgl whnbuwljwl, pGybpwhl, ppucwljwd,
yundwlul bt wywhnjulwl nppunbbpp:  Zwjwunwbh
wuywquy nhpfp jugnprny pulwlgnuppiibpnl huiwlwpwup
wnlwpugud pjuy, npnyhbnbt uwhdwlwwlnuwd whnh poy
Uhwyl wlwbuwljwlng: Cuwn Ybpnbybuy bpypnpy Yhnhl wyu
Guwpwwupfwibbpnt jupulp whnf Ep whplgndlbh pup
ZuylwljuG Ynnuh:

- Mgl Supnili
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French riot police violently disburse Armenian demonstrators

protesting Serzh Sarkisian on his visit to Paris on October 2,
ms‘“"'naprolncnls'l:nm 2009. Photo Credit: Jean Ekian.

AYF members lead chants during a community rally in
Glendale that attracted more than 10,000 people on
September 27, before Sarkisian set out on his whirl-
wind tour of the Diaspora. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan

wl
M T gD

o r"u‘llldllﬁ;hf“

French riot police violently disburse Armenian For two days, Armenians from across Southern Cahfornla con-
demonstrators protesting Serzh Sarkisian on his verged at the Montebello Martyrs’ Monument in anticipation of a
visit to Paris on October 2, 2009. Photo Credit: possible visit to the memorial by Sarkisian’s on his trip to Los An-
Jean Ekian. geles. The president never showed. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan.
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Over12,000 Armenians in Los Angeles surround the Beverly
Hills Hilton on October 4, demanding President Sarkisian
pull back from talks with Turkey immediately or resign
from office. Photo Credit: Helena Grigorian.

Armen Rustamian of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
rallies thousands at Yerevan’s Charles Aznavour Square on
October 16, six days after the protocols were signed. The dem-
onstration was organized with 12 other political parties. Photo
Credit: Arsineh Khachikian

Thirty impassioned young Armenians held a 5-day hunger-
strike across from the Armenian Consulate in Glendale, CA
in the days leading up to the scheduled signing of the proto-
cols. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan.

Hours after the protocols were signed in Zurich, the
streets of Yerevan were overflowing with more than
60,000 angry citizens on October 10. Photo Credit:
Photolur

Catholicos Aram I delivers compelling sermon to thousands
gathered at the the Holy See of Cilicia ahead of Sarkisian’s
visit, galvanizing Lebanese Armenians’ struggle against the
protocols.
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Uwguinglw i Punutwlwlngph

Udwpwu Julfp bywd £ Upgulvh b plgne gk
huwjiulwl wdkGEG wwundwlwb b Pppunnibwlwb
YbnpnGGbpkG JEYp: Udwpwu Yp gunlnth VwpunndGh
funwuftli donmwinpuwyku 10fU hwpwi-wpbibf,
Pwqugh bt Lntuwinppgh vwpbpne dhoby, Uou ghunhG

Uown:

hlswku vbp vhru wwwndwlwl bybnbghlbpb no
Julfbpp, Udwpwu GnjGfwl, bpk ny wibjp’,
hbunwfpfpwlwl wnwuwkbGbp nilp: 4pnp gupne
ulhqpp bdwpwu Julfp funnigniwd £ Fphgnp
Lntuwinphsh hpwdwlng kv hp pnnp', $phgnp
byhuynwynup, shGwpwpniphilip wrwpunwd k:
Ubpluwjhu qulntwd fwwnniphl npwlh pudhbp
2hGntwd k Spn npupn bpep, dwswlwb . Pupbuyw)n
puwquinph hpwdwlny, hpdGwnhp *phgnp
byhulnwnuh gbpbquwGhb Jpuy:

Udwpwuh qulfp hngbinp Ybypnl ppune
Ynnfhl, Spy nupkG uljubw) Yp punGwy Gube
twlnipwyhl nt wlnbuwlwb fhypnt, fwlwiw’Gy
bpp Ubupny Uwpunng Julbfhb Uty Yp hhdGk Upgwujsh
wnwighl nupngp: 2bnnwquyhl, wju pypngp gjfvwinp
nbp whwp nllblwp huwywlwl dbnwghp |bgniph
Juqdwinpdwl bt whdwl qgnpopbpwugfhl:

Spy qupkl bunf, bdwpwu dwlfh Gwlwnwghpp
wdthnihk Zwy dnynynipnh donmwinpwwbu hwqup
wnwphbbpnt ywwndnipphilp: Twpbp jupnilwly,
Udwpwu Jubifp Ghphwlniwd tp hwuwnwdkbd
wwphuwlbpny bt qupéwd Ep pbppuwdpng nbik
donwluwy Junwlgh dudwlwl: Uju wqunfiwnny
wnwphlbp Jwpnilwl dhrm wibpwdnipbwlb
Llipwpyniwd k: Spy nupnil wpnkl pul) gpuiniws b
wuwpuhllbpniG Ynnut, bnfp' 7pn gupnil Upwplbpne
Ynndk, hul 13py nupne ybppwinpnipbwl Unblyng
Abllhq Pwlh qopfbpnil hyngwr, vwluyl Jwlbfp
dhown w) wpwgopkl Ybpwlwulqlws k: dwlbfp
puquwpht whquulibp fwlinnuws bu Jbpuljunnigniwd
E, wylifwl, np wli pupowd E dnynppulwlb
wiwlinnuphil: Uju wiwbnngpp jubiny domwinpuytu
150 wwphlbp bnf, LsGYphUuniph wibpwlhs qopfbpp
p yugnn hl whqud Up bru fwlink) gbnbghl Udwpuwup
bt JwlfhG fwligniwd fupbpp L hY-vEYhY Yp GhwnbG
gbunpl kg, npwkugh wju whqud wilwpbih punbug
wlinp ybpwlwnnignihip: Wpunih pk, LbGyphdniph
qopwyuwplbpkG thpyniwd Lwy Jupypuuybunbbpp
p2Gwdhpl hbnwlw kG bwnf, hwpws LG hpblg
pwfunnglbpkl bu bpwulv gbnkG fupbpp hwlbng
Julfp ybpwlunnigwd bG. . . LGYyphunipp sjuk. . .:

Uju Ybpghl wpiwiwlfpl phppbt hbunbiwGf,
Udwpwu ohuwn Ybpwyny wibpnibgu, vwluyl bppkf
buhuljnynuwljwl wpnnp shnpulignig b wyn wdkGEG
ndntwphl wwydwllbpnilb kg vhopn wy bnue 2wy
Uywlnjph nu (bgnih Ybypnb: Ujuop jwwn Up
pwllywupdkf abnwgpbp nGhGf ubp qubdwpwbbbpn
Uty olinphpr wyu Jwlfpl: Uydd Udwpwu hp pug
UnjupugnyG uppwinwy fupbpny, bpgujsh whuwpdwb

Udwpwu Julif, Upgufop

Juypbpkl fEYG E: Swljuchl wwphuwGbpkl bu Julfh
odwlnwl shlnipbGklG Ywpg fp pwdhblbp
wwhywlnuiwd b, Gwbt wyjlinby jupnbGupbpniws k
925 pniwluling pniwgpniwd pwsfup vp. (yhwf k
wjuwnby jhobGf np, pniwgpniwd ppwsfupbpp wibih
Juibpuwgpulwl b6 hbwbiwpwp' wibjh jupgh):

Udwpwuph wiwlnnipp qhu hp vnk qubuqub
Unnpnudlibpnt b whu wqquyhl bt hwuwpwluwlwh
YbwGfhG. . .

ULGE 21py pupnil wwlwihG Jbp quyniplbpp

4yp thnpabGf nblwdwpb; LEGYphUdniph opniwy
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Udwpwuph Jupyuwybwlbpnil nppbgpud
funufwlwintpbwdp thnpwl' Uwpnngh:

Uhwn onwp poliwdph Juulqp vbq qopwynsh
PhGpwpll wwimwywlbne hwypbkGhfp fud
pupbjuibint dnnnynipnh wwydwblbpp, jupdbu pk

Jqupd  sbLGf Jownwn dudwlwlbbpnil
hwdwgnpdwlgnipbwdp, ukp JShnipbwudp
Junwopwnug nilblwne... LbGyphdnipp
Junpuljwl. ..

Uhow Yp thnpakGf dnynynipyp qquuwn b
wppnil wwhb] prliwdhh donmwninm Juwlbqp
wqnuwpupbny: 4p fupnwGf bv Yp (ubGf
wqbphGbpnib Ghpluwy pulwlhG hqopugdwl vwuhl.

U2US Ursihe
M2MLMNW L,
AL

fuwd whwqubq Yp hGsbgGhGf Bnipfhng Zwjwuwnwbp
Ubyntuwmglbnt funwfwlwlinipbwb nkdy npuykugh
huyulwl qunyniplbpp by, hGsne gk, hwypblh
qulgniwdlbpp qopwiwpdh Llipwplnihl b
pplgfnibiny wyvwwnwbf wwbhb h Guywuwn hwypbGpf-
uthpunf hqopwguw:

Tdntwphl dwdwlwllbpnt dnnnynipy LGf:
hlisn®t pwnwn dwudwlwlp s’oqumugnpdb
puwpbqupnbint bu qupquglbine hwypkGpfp. . . bpk
Juuwlq gnyniphil gnilip, puwn wibjh «fupbinp»

gnpdbp Yul, opp UEY uqdwlbpyniphil unbnob;
b vphru ppdpwlibpnib nhd wnbpuqd vnby, fud
bpynu pbudbpny bybnbghlbp JEY punh vk qgbwnbnky
b ypiwpwlpy pE' np dEYp «dbpl b», ud wy, hpl
Inipbpny wwup hwwn opwpbpp myb) bu 1970w lwbh
npuwlny hbnwwnbupih juywlibp unbndb]’ wibh
pwihny wju pwjnmwnwlniphiblibpnt fwupb
Jvoubynu:

1bYwywp slw’). ny np hGfqghGfp Sopbiwd E fubh
Up hwyulwl juqlulbpynipphiGlbpne dky bu
wuwywollbpnt wkp E hGfG hpkl nbYwdwp Yp fupsdk
bu Guybny pnipgh hp pGYybplbpnil, npnbf §’niqkb
hp wwjywoelp whpwlwy, Yp hwdngnih, np pGFf
nbjwyup b bu pk
hwdwjl hwniphilp
hp guwlwd ubpdbpne
ynnunlbpp Yp Juybk.
Ybpywytu wdkl Jwpy
hp wpnnphl whpwlug
Y'niqk, Yp Gywlwyk np
pGFf pwl Jp §’plE, huy
wyli whabpp, npnGf fhy
Up hbnnikG Yp nhwnbG
n's Yp wbulkl ubpd bu
n'y wi wwnin, wyp
w i a6 wulbknp
ubpUGwgwulblbp: Unyl
154 w wnp
pblGwdnilGbpp, vhown
hpklbg ntwqgny-
wpnnwjpwuy §’plkG
wywlhk ywphuyh
up dhy. . . dhwyl hpbGf
Yp  qubl wyy
bpwdymniphilip b
qhwbl wyn Ynuyhw
fpwnp, huy
dnnnynipnp qhpbGf
wwywlphl bnbikG Yp

nhwk  bu  hpblg
wwwpnhtl  hbifp

wbulibiny wwjywhwp
4p hbnwlwy...:

LkGypphdnipp whqud Ip bru junpwuljw:

GUE'f punun dwdwlwlylbpp b Gywuwn dbp
dnnnynipph wwjdwnwgadwl, hwypblhfh bu
Udwpwup nt whnp wku hwqup ne ¥EY qubfbpne,
ntuntdliwpwllbpne by Yppoliwulbpnt junnigdwl
dwnuybglbGf: Ubp huwjjulwl hngbpwlinipbGhi
nnipu phpblf polwdhlbpk Juplwny Gghwdwdbp
unbnobnt funwfwlwlnpbikG:
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IN WHOSE INTEREST?

THE POLIMICAL ECONOMY OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH RELATIONS

By Serouj Aprahamian and Allen Yekikan

The Turkey-Armenia Protocols
ushered in an unprecedented wave of
international outcry against the policies of
the Armenian government.

Massive demonstrations took place in
almost every major city of the Diaspora;
60,000 protestors took to the streets in
Yerevan; leading Armenian academics and
Genocide scholars forcefully spoke out
against the Protocols; two former Foreign
Ministers of Armenia came out against the
measure; 14 political parties and dozens
of organizations within Armenia signed a
statement against ratification of the
documents; and the sole opinion poll taken
on the issue showed that 52.4%[1] of the
population in Yerevan was against the
signing.

Nevertheless, the Foreign Minister of
Armenia traveled to Zurich on October 10,
2009 and signed the Protocols with his
Turkish counterpart. Today, the Armenian
government vehemently calls on Turkey to
ratify the agreement, after which it
promises to immediately follow suit.

Given the widespread opposition and
detrimental effects the Protocols are
deemed to have on such pan-Armenian
interests as Genocide recognition, legal
claims to the Armenian homeland, and the
liberation of Artsakh, many people have
been left to wonder why Yerevan has
pushed forward with this controversial
policy with such vigor.

Why would the Armenian
government risk going against the will of
the majority of its people and give up so
much in return for mere Turkish promises
of normal relations?

Who Gains, Who Loses

To find answers to this question, it’s
essential to look beyond just technical
issues about what the Protocols entail and
the arguments of both its proponents and
opponents. We must look, instead, at the
core interests of those in Armenia who
hold the levers of power. To put it more
simply, in order to understand how policy

is formed, it is important to understand
those who form policy.

By now, it should be common
knowledge that decision-making in
Armenia is controlled by a small circle of
elites, who dominate the country’s political
and economic landscape. Whether we look
at the President’s administration, the
makeup of the National Assembly, or the
heads and support-base of political parties
in the coalition government, we find an
easily distinguishable lineup of oligarchs
that have woven their noose around
Armenia’s institutions and its society.
What’s unique about this social class is the
magnitude of power they command, far
surpassing the influence of any other
segment of the general population. These
oligarchs also share a common set of
economic interests, living standards, values,
and norms of behavior. They are, in fact, a
distinct social class with tight links to one
another, who operate on a political plane
detached from the general public.

When looking into the business
interests of this group of people, we find that
a large number of them have made their
wealth by dominating key commodity
imports (e.g. gas, wheat, oil, butter, sugar,
and so on). These business interests of the
oligarchic class reflect the makeup of
Armenia’s skewed economic landscape as
a whole, with imports making up 40% of
GDP, while exports only account for 10%.
Meanwhile, 70% of exports are comprised
of raw materials, minerals, and stones. A
large fraction of this class became rich
through controlling the mining and
exporting of Armenia’s diamonds, copper,
and gold, to name a few. That virtually all
of these individuals have also acquired large
tracts of land and property throughout the
country is no coincidence either, as 40% of
Armenia’s annual growth is accredited to
construction and real-estate. [2]

As such, a considerable level of
power is in the hands of these oligarchs
whose monopoly over key sectors of the
economy has significantly stymied the
country’s economic development.

The lifting of the Turkish blockade is
anticipated to further enrich these
dominant figures by allowing them to
directly bring in products over the Turkish
border, rather than the more costly route
currently used through Georgia. In turn,
opening the border is anticipated to provide
new opportunities for those seeking to sell
Armenia’s natural minerals in the
international market. Property values and
foreign investments are also expected torise
once relations are normalized with Turkey,
placing many of those in Armenia’s
oligarchic class who possess major real-
estate and retail interests in a privileged
position to reap profits.

The majority of Armenians, on the
other hand, who struggle to make ends meet
as farmers, wage laborers, or small
businessmen are not likely to see much of
the gains from opening the border. On the
contrary, agricultural workers and local
producers stand to suffer greatly under the
weight of cheaper imports flooding in from
Turkey, while laborers are likely to witness
declining or stagnating wages under the
pressure of foreign capital. Furthermore,
rampant corruption and tax evasion ensure
that whatever financial gains do accrue at
the top will not be distributed down to the
majority of the population.

The chairman of the Union of
Domestic Manufacturers of Armenia,
Vazgen Safarian, recently explained, “On
the one hand, our consumers [and
importers] will benefit from the cheap
goods, but on the other hand, this will doom
our local producers to having to shut down
orto suspend operations.” Another Yerevan
businessman, who actually imports fabrics
from Turkey, stated “Then, many people
will start importing goods, maybe the prices
will go down. [TThis will hit everyone, [but]
I think my business will suffer.73]

Edgar Helgelyan, an expert with the
Mitk Analytical Center, also weighed in on
the issue. “We are seriously concerned that
the opening of the border will considerably
damage the Armenian economy. Imports
from Turkey to Armenia account for about
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$178 million, while exports from Armenia
to Turkey do not surpass $1.8 million,” he
said during a press conference releasing a
report submitted to the Armenian
government on the subject.[4]

In other words, the much-touted
“growth in GDP” or “improvement of the
Armenian economy” that IMF technocrats
and government apologists alike parrot as
the silver bullet behind supporting the
Protocols, is likely to provide a boom for
the oligarchic elite but a bust for nearly
everyone else. This might help to explain
why many average citizens in
Armenia are opposed to the
Protocols on economic, in addition
to national, grounds; they fear
having to bare the economic costs
of the agreement while the elite
reap the benefits.

This reality also helps to
explain why Armenia’s leading class
has lent its unflinching support to
the Protocols, with many being
vocally in favor of the move, both
in parliament and in business
circles.

To give one of many
examples, a leading proponent of
the agreements in Armenia is
Vardan Ayvazyan, the current
head of the National Assembly’s
Standing  Committee on
Economic Issues. Throughout his
years in government, Mr.
Ayvazyan has secured various
mining licenses for himself and
his family, including an ironstone
mine in Hrazdan and two mines
for his brother in Syunik and Lori
provinces. It therefore comes as
no surprise that he repeatedly
boasts about the benefits of the
protocols, claiming that,
“Opening of the border can lead
to 4 percent growth of GDP” or
that the Protocols will “ensure a
new economic path for our country.”

For individuals such as Ayvazyan,
who have used Armenia’s legislative
process towards their economic gains,
opening the border provides new
opportunities to capitalize on the
exploitation of Armenia’s natural
resources. [5] The mere fact that the
agreement has advanced this far is itself
a testimony to the backing the
government—many of who themselves
make up the oligarchic class—has
received from Armenia’s wealthy elite.

Indeed, in a recent interview to an
Armenian newspaper, President Serzh
Sargsyan smugly stated, “I have not heard
from any serious businessperson in
Armenia that has doubts of the economic
benefit of opening the border.”

Capitalism Over Nationalism

Significant profits are surely
anticipated to be made in the upper
echelons of Armenian society once the
borders are opened. But at what cost

Armenian farmer and laborer

are Armenia’s oligarchs willing to
pursue their pocket books? Would
they be willing to give in to Turkish
conditions and renounce Armenia’s
national rights for the sake of lifting
the blockade? Unfortunately, for many
of the Armenian elite, national
interests such as Karabakh’s self
determination, justice for the
Armenian Genocide or legal claims to
historic lands do not seem to be as
much of a concern as they are for the
general population.[6]

This was perhaps most famously
demonstrated by the head of the Armenian
Football Federation (AFF), well-known
oligarch Ruben Hairapetyan.[7] In the run-
up to the Turkish president’s visit to
Armenia for the much-touted soccer match
between the two nations, Hairapetyan
suddenly removed the image of Ararat
from the AFF’s official logo, sparking a
major outcry within Armenia. Although he
was later forced to reinstate the original
logo with Ararat as the centerpiece, the
inherent disregard for Armenia’s national
rights and dignity was blatantly
exposed by the scandal.

It should be pointed out that
such a dismissive attitude towards
pan-national interests is not a new
phenomenon among the ruling class
in Armenia. We saw similar
sentiments expressed during the
tenure of Armenia’s first president,
Levon Ter-Petrosyan, who was the
chief architect of the system of
autocracy and oligopoly we
presently see in Armenia.[8] It was,
thus, not surprising to see Ter-
Petrosyan’s newly formed
opposition immediately suspend
their protest actions against the
government in September 2008,
when they learned that the Turkish
president would be coming to town
for a soccer match.[g]More recently,
despite his earlier Dbitter
denunciations of the government,
Ter-Petrosyan has praised the
Sargsyan regime’s policy on
Turkish-Armenian relations and has
even expressed his desire to establish
cooperation with the ruling
regime.[10]

Russia’s Backyard

In addition to the economic
incentives and tendency to
compromise national rights, there is an
equally powerful factor to be considered
when examining the ruling elite’s support
for the Protocols: alignment with Russia.
Most of the prominent business and
political elites in Armenia have direct
personal ties to business and political
interests in their former Soviet patron. We
find that they either have major business
ventures in Russia or serve as the
overseers of Russian capital investments
in Armenia. As one member of the ARF
Western US Central Committee recently
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put it, “If Armenia is Russia’s backyard, then
they [oligarchs] are the gardeners.”[11]

Indeed, Russia itself has a controlling
stake in many of Armenia’s most strategic
assets—gas, oil, nuclear power, electricity,
telecommunications, rail, and finance, toname
afew. Itis estimated that Russia has over $2.5
billion of economic interests in the country.
Given Armenia’s vulnerability to any
instability Russia could potentially cause in
these strategically important sectors, no major
decision on the magnitude of the Protocols
could be made without the blessing of the “Big
Uncle.” The ruling elite in Armenia must pay
special heed to the wishes of Moscow if they
want to avoid any unwanted disruptions to
the state and economy. Thus, it was no
accident that President Sargsyan, during a
state visit to Moscow in June 2008, extended
an invitation to his Turkish counterpart to
come to Armenia for the first soccer match.

For its part, Russia has openly expressed
its support for the Protocols, with many
analysts pointing out that it would be the main
beneficiary of potential energy and
transportation projects between Armenia and
Turkey. Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister,
Grigori Karasin, was recently quoted as saying,
“The Russian Inter RAO EES Company, which
has energy facilities in Armenia, is exporting
electricity to Turkey and the Russian Railway
CJSC is ready to ensure uninterrupted rail
communication between the two countries
through the Dogukapy-Akhuryan
checkpoint.”[12] Interestingly enough, two of
the main initial projects expected to develop
following the implementation of the Protocols
are the sale of Armenian electricity to Turkey
and the opening of joint railroad
transportation—both of which are Armenian
industries dominated by Russia.

The Path Forward

Of course, the West is also keen to see
rapprochement between Armenia and
Turkey. The heavy dependence Armenia has
on Western loans and the desire to deflect
attention away from the state’s crackdowns
of March 1 is surely another motivation for
Armenia’s pursuit of the Protocols.

Yet, blame for the Protocols cannot be
laid at the door of foreign pressure (whether
from Russia, Turkey, or the West). As
Armenia’s Foreign Minister himself
explained, “All states except for one or two
supported the process and did not pressure
us. It was Armenia’s initiative. We reached
the agreement jointly with Turkey.”[13]

The responsibility, thus, lies with the
ruling elite in Armenia. These elite hold
the reigns of power in the country and
have obvious motivations for seeing the
Turkish blockade lifted despite its costs.
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In the end, the Protocols and the ensuing
establishment of relations between
Armenia and Turkey are a direct
reflection of the interests of this tiny set
of powerbrokers within Armenia.

The question, then, becomes how can
the people act to prevent the ruling class
from negotiating away Armenian national
rights? The answer to this question lies
partly in the international public
opposition against the Protocols
witnessed in recent months.

The unprecedented wave of mass
demonstrations organized against the
Armenian government pointed to a potential
constraint on government decision-making,.
Hence, the public awareness raised against
the Protocols, the delay by Nalbandian during
the signing ceremony in Zurich, and President
Sargsyan’s televised public address hours
before the signing were a direct consequence
of people taking to the streets in Yerevan and
capitals throughout the world.

To date, these demonstrations have
been the most serious disruption to the
Armenian government’s plans for pushing
through the Protocols. Indeed, the constant
secrecy, media control, and deceptive
statements issued by the government
indicate their concern over the Armenian
public’s negative reaction to their policies.

By putting into question the reality of the
Armenian Genocide through a so-called
historical commission, recognizing the
existing illegitimate border that forfeits legal
claims to the Armenian homeland, and
compromising Armenia’s ability to defend the
freedom of Artsakh, the Protocols pose a grave
threat to the Armenian Cause—a cause
considered to be paramount in the hearts and
minds of Armenians around the world.

However, protests and negative opinion
alone are likely not to be enough to stop the
regime from ratifying the agreements. Public
opposition must be translated into serious
organization and concerted action in order
to raise the costs high enough to be heeded
by the administration in Yerevan. The
system of centralized, elite power in Armenia
must be checked by a vigilant and organized
populace in order to restrain the wreckage
of the self-interested schemes of the
oligarchic elite.

The Diaspora has a special role to play
in this battle. Through its relative freedom
and more abundant resources, it has an
important obligation to stand in support of
those in Armenia who are genuinely
struggling to create a more just and equitable
future in the Homeland. As in the past, only
by coming together collectively and reaching
beyond artificial divisions will the Armenian
people succeed in defending their pan-
national interests.
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MAKING OUR NEST

By Aida Bagdasaryan

Each fall the migratory cranes embark on a journey to
warmer grounds due to annual seasonality, to escape the
winter’s bitter arrival. The crane’s migratory behavior is
very much similar to that of the Armenians. When we feel
the first cruel chill of winter, when times grow to be difficult,
we flee. We fly across the Atlantic to a warmer climate, in
hopes of leading a more fruitful life. It is only natural to
seek something better, yet there is one significant difference
between the cranes and the Armenian people...the cranes
eventually fly back to their homes in the spring time, and
we do not.

Most Armenians from the United States who visit
return with a laundry
list of complaints
concerning the poverty
displayed on street
corners, the lack of
modernization in the
underdeveloped
villages of Nagorno-
Karabakh, the
lawlessness of the
people, the unpaved
roads,...etc. All these
negative aspects have
happened to be almost
a nuisance to the
visiting Armenian-
Americans who have
grown accustomed to
the comfortable and
effortless lifestyle, and
find it unbearable to
ever live in a country such as Armenia. It pains me to say
that the land that had fathered our ancestors has become a
foreign land to its faraway youth.

Instead of incessantly listing grievances about all the
features that Armenia lacks, let us learn to accept those
faults as that of our own and develop a way to amend all its
inadequacies. It is the duty of the Armenian-American
youth to acknowledge their responsibility of rebuilding
Armenia and guiding its transformation to a thriving site
of culture, history, prosperity, education, beauty, and fiscal
stability. It is evident that we know that Armenia has its
share of shortcomings, but what we fail to realize is that
with that knowledge comes power. We hold the future of
our country’s fate in our hands. Armenia’s current state is

fairly grave and that is understandable, but we cannot lose
faith in the idea that one day, if every Armenian-American
fulfills their moral obligation, over time it will undergo a
complete metamorphosis.

The city of Yerevan, Armenia’s capitol, has greatly
altered over the years and in moderation has become
somewhat modern and urbanized, but what of the outlying
regions of Yerevan? What of Gymuri? What of Lori? What
of Artsakh? They are also in desperate need of
transformation, so that all of Armenia (every region, every
village) will rise to its feet. To some of us Armenian-
Americans, Armenia is only defined by Mount Ararat, by
the Geghard
monastery, by the
Ejmiatsin Cathedral,
or any other
historical landmark.
Armenia is so much
more than a beautiful
painting hanging
from a wall. It is a
healthcare system
that needs repair, an
economy that needs
guidance, an
education system
that needs
improvement, a
government that
needs direction, and
so much more. We
have many brilliant
Armenian-American
economists, doctors, lawyers, benefactors, and other
substantial leaders that can provide aid to every weak
element of Armenia that is found necessary. A prosperous
Armenia is not an unreachable goal or even a beautiful
pipe-dream; we have the power to make it a reality.

Let us live according to the words of the talented and
legendary Armenian poet Hovhannes Shiraz and ask
ourselves the same question that Shiraz addresses to those
who are far from their motherland.

«Uyu n‘ip Gip thwlugnud, fubjwquwn optin,
Utip pnip finnG £ dnY dwpwy pnnwd, -
Twpdbip, G Jwapt, np nunpéGtlp wGdwn
[@LYynig AwyptiGh vh fubnG spwnwgy:
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Arthur Mgrditchyan
(1959-1992)

Very few people can be said to have had as large an impact on the liberation
movement of Artsakh as Arthur Mgrditchyan. He was a model
Tashnaktsagan who internalized his ideological oath and served his people
with integrity and conviction.

Born in the Etilou village of Hatrout on February 16, 1959, Mgrditchyan
was a humble activist and sterling intellectual. He received his PhD in
history from Yerevan State University in 1980 and went on to be appointed
as principle of the Hatrout National Museum.

Mgrditchyan later joined the ARF and became a central figure in the defense

and organization of his native region of Hatrout. He went on to be elected

L, as the local representative of Hatrout to the newly formed Artsakh National

Assembly. Following the official proclamation of the Artsakh Republic, the

National Assembly voted overwhelmingly for Mgrditchyan to become the first President of the country on
January 8, 1992.

During his term as President, Artsakh faced one of the most difficult periods in the liberation struggle. It was
blockaded on all sides, prices for basic goods were sky high, Stepanakert was being bombed daily, and the
government of Armenia exhibited a neglectful stance toward their struggle. Nevertheless, Mgrditchyan succeeded
in unifying the people and leading Artsakh to various military victories. It was also during his term that the
world’s attention began to focus more intently on the war for survival being waged by Armenians.

On the evening of April 14, 1992—only 97 days into his presidency—Mgrditchyan tragically passed away in
Stepanakert. His central role in the formation of the Republic of Artsakh and his unwavering dedication to its
victorious struggle made him a national hero for Armenians worldwide.

Mher Choulhajian
(1967-1993)

Born in Beirut in 1967, Choulhajian was steeped in ARF community life at a very young
age. During the Lebanese Civil War, he took part in the self-defense of the Armenian
community as a member of the Lebanese Armenian Youth Association (LEM). Serving on
executive and leadership positions, he took on various responsibilities and helped create a
spirit of unity among all of his fellow ungers.

In 1989, Choulhajian earned a Bachelor’s degree in science from the American University
in Beirut. His goal was to continue his studies and utilize his talents for the betterment of
his homeland. Soon after joining the ARF in 1990, he went to Armenia to further his
education at Yerevan State University.

However, the struggle of his people in Artsakh kept calling him. As a firm believer in the

ideology of Tebi Yergir, he felt that the first step in the process of rebuilding his homeland

was the liberation of Artsakh. On August 23, 1993, while surveying the recently recaptured
border regions of the Marzili village in Marduni, his vehicle exploded from a land mine.

Choulhajian is one of the many Diasporan volunteers that went to fight in Artsakh. He personified the pan-Armenian ideology
of the ARF which does not recognize the differences created by geography among Armenians. He reconnected the links between
Armenians that had been broken for over 70 years and sacrificed his young life for the just cause of his people.




Ashod “Pegor” Ghoulyan
(1959-1992)

There are some names which, when uttered, conjure up emotions of pride,
patriotism and undying heroism. One of those names is Ashod Ghoulyan.

Born in Baku in 1959, he soon moved to his native village of Khentsrisdan
(Asgerani region). He became involved in the Artsakh struggle from the very
beginning, starting in 1987 with the gathering of signatures and petitions.
By the time the mass protests started, he was already questioning the
effectiveness of demonstrations and contemplating the necessity of armed
struggle.

He joined the ARF in 1990 and went on to become a legendary commander

who took part in most of Artsakh’s major heroic battles: Askeran,

Shahoumian, Lachin, Mardagerd, Grgjan, Arkhavend, and Malibeili to name
a few. It was also the first Artsakh battalion, under Pegor’s command, which was the first to enter Shoushi on the
morning of May 8, 1992, during the city’s decisive recapturing.

Ghoulyan received his nickname “Pegor” (meaning fragment) due to the fact that he was wounded 11 times, with
the shrapnel of mines, bullets and rockets lodged within his body. On August 24, 1992, he received his final fatal
bullet while fighting to liberate the Trmpon village in Mardagerd.

Pegor is remembered as saying, “Patriotism is nothing else than the wholehearted fulfillment of the responsibilities
which have been put on our shoulders.” It was with this faith that he took on the many responsibilities of his
nation and helped ensure the liberation of Artsakh.

Shahen Megherian
(1952-1993)

He was born in the Gyulistan area of the Shahoumian region in Artsakh on
January 2, 1952. Shahen received his primary education in the region and
continued his studies at Yerevan State University, where he majored in
economics. After graduation, Shahen returned to Gyulistan and became the
Chief Economist of Manufacturing and Production in the Shahoumian region
and later a food provider for his village. He also became the President of
Agricultural and Production Management.

In 1991, Shahen was elected as acting president of the Shahoumian
Committee and took on command of the Mardagerd regiment. He was also a
proud member of the ARF and attended the organization’s 25™ General
: Assembly.

In the early stages of the liberation struggle, Megherian and his band of
guerilla fighters would penetrate enemy lines, carrying out irregular warfare in an attempt to liberate Armenian
lands from Azeri occupation. Two weeks before his death, Megherian’s home village, Gyulistan, was liberated as a
first step towards the liberation of the Shahoumian region.

On April 17, 1993, under the fire of Azerbaijani air attacks, Shahen Megherian was killed.

Megherian embodied the spirit of the Armenian volunteer organizer, the skilled soldier and fearless leader.




Tatoul Grbeyan
(1965-1991)

Tatoul Grbeyan was a popular local school teacher in the village of Kedashen
who emerged as one of the early heroic martyrs of the Artsakh liberation
struggle.

With his stated determination to “stay and defend the homeland and its people
forever,” Grbeyan served as an inspiration to those around him. He would always
be seen with a natural smile on his face—full of hope, faith, and an iron will.

By 1988, he was already an active member of the Miastum (Unification)
Movement and was fully devoted to seeing his homeland liberated from
foreign oppression. In 1990, he joined the ranks of the ARF and took part in
the self-defense battles of Kedashen and Martunashen.

On April 30, 1991, the Soviet government attempted to extinguish the heart
of the Artsakh movement through terror and ethnic cleansing. With the enlistment of the notorious Azeri “black
beret” forces, the Soviet army surrounded Grbeyan’s village of Kedashen and subjected the local population to
violence and forced evacuation. The men were arrested while the village was bombarded by artillery fire.

Although the population was unable to mount an organized resistance, Grbeyan bravely stood against the odds to
defend his home against the military onslaught. He was able to alone capture a Soviet armored car with twelve of
its Russian officers and commander, but ultimately fell victim to the sinister operation.

Grbeyan’s deeds remain one of the bravest episodes in the history of the Artsakh struggle. His sacrifice for his

people will continue to serve as an inspiration for countless generations of Armenians.

Viken Zakarian
(1969-1992)

Born on March 15, 1969 in Beirut, Viken Zakarian was the embodiment of the ARF’s
celebrated angeghdz zinvor (“sincere soldier”). He worked tirelessly for his
community without seeking praise and journeyed to his homeland to take part in
its historic struggle for liberation.

As a youth, Zakarian was a member of the ARF Lebanese Youth Association (LEM),
in which he took on countless responsibilities and leadership positions. During the
Lebanese Civil War, he helped defend the Armenian community and served on the
frontlines during the most critical periods of the war.

After graduating from Melankton and Haig Arslanian College in 1988, he attended

Haigazian University where he studied business administration. But the cry for
freedom in Artsakh was one he could not ignore. On April 17, 1992, he left Lebanon for Armenia and soon crossed
over to Artsakh.

Upon arrival, he joined forces with the ARF battalion and took part in the important battles that liberated Shoushi.
He was martyred on May 8, 1992, while capturing the village of Lisagor. He was only 23 years old.

Zakarian represented the true spirit of a committed Armenian youth. He was determined to be everywhere at once; doing
anything and everything that was needed to see the dream of a free, independent, and united Armenia turn into reality.

He was buried in the Yeraplour Martyrs’ Pantheon in Yerevan.
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THE RISING SUN

Maintaining your heritage and identity is difficult enough when living outside
of your Homeland. But the smaller the concentration of Armenians and cultural
institutions in your community, the more pronounced this struggle becomes.

For the Armenian youth of Phoenix, Arizona—one of the fastest-growing
Armenian-American communities in the US—the fight to maintain one’s culture
and remain active is an especially challenging one.

“At times it can be a little difficult living in our Armenian community because
it is relatively small,” says Liza Baltajian, the chair of the Phoenix “Kedashen”
AYF. "Everything we do here is done on a much smaller scale when compared to
places like Los Angeles. We struggle constantly to try and get involvement from
our community; but, in the end, it’s that struggle which makes our chapter so
strong.”

It was this spirit of determination and persistence upon which the Phoenix
AYF was built from day one.

After a year of organizing youth in the community and pursuing the proper
organizational procedures, the chapter was officially founded in February of 2006.
The founding members decided to name their chapter “Kedashen,” after the region
of Artsakh which heroically stood up in 1991 to defend itself against the combined
attack of Soviet and Azeri forces. The members related to Kedashen’s brave
resistance and its people’s determination to overcome even the most daunting of
obstacles.

“Everybody doubted and said that we would never be able to start an AYF
chapter in Phoenix due to our small numbers,” says Leza Gasparian, part of the
original group which founded the Phoenix Chapter. "But all it took was a dedicated
group of strong and passionate Armenian youth who believed in themselves and
wanted to see an AYF here in our community. Taking the initiative and working
towards that goal with blood, sweat and tears, we managed to prove all the doubters
wrong, and are still here today.”

Since its founding, the chapter has organized countless social gatherings,
educational activities, political actions, and outreach efforts to young Armenians
throughout Arizona. Some of its main activities include an annual April 234
candlelight vigil at the Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, across the street from the
Phoenix City Hall, as well as an April 24% protest march in downtown. A St. Patrick’s
Day Carnival, game nights for youth at the local community center, and an annual
Summer Luau have also become staple events carried out by the chapter.

Today, the “Kedashen” Chapter is one of the most active and vital parts of the
Armenian community in Phoenix, with over 25 members, 13 alumni, and countless
new novices teaming to join. “We have a good amount of youth here and the chapter is
a very important vehicle for us to stay together,” explains Baltajian. “The AYF helps
the youth connect to their heritage and always remember where they came from.”

As a budding new Armenian-American community, the youth of the AYF in
Phoenix have even higher hopes for the future. “We want our presence to be known
not only to the community here but outside as well,” says Taleen Kanetchdjian,
the former chapter treasurer. “We have our work cut out for us but we’re confident
that the chapter will grow stronger and succeed throughout the years.”
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Review by Ani Nalbandian

Stepan Partamian’s “Yes We Have” is not a single story but a
compilation of various stories about the incredible Armenians who
changed American history through their inventions, discoveries
and talents. Partamian compiled over one hundred stories of
influential Armenian-Americans starting from the first Armenian
colonists who settled in Jamestown.

The multi-faceted Partamian is also the founder of the Armenian
Arts Fund, which encourages people to enhance their artistic ability
in various ways. He is perhaps best known as a flamboyant and

controversial daytime talk show host.

When opening to the first page of the book I was stunned to

see a picture of President Obama instead of a picture of the author

or a famous Armenian. Under the picture of 44" President of the
United States, Barrack Obama, was a section of his April 24™ Armenian Genocide commemoration
speech. In his speech he states, “The United States of America is a far richer country because of the
many Americans of Armenian descent who have contributed to our society...” This first page set a very
nationalistic and enthusiastic tone to the rest of the book.

“Yes We Have” includes stories of inventors, musicians, actors and actresses, businessmen and women,
war heroes, politicians, scientists, and authors. I found myself learning about countless amazing
contributions to American society made by Armenian-Americans.

This is an attention grabbing, page-turner that is very successful in keeping the reader’s attention
because it not only includes well known Armenian-Americans’ stories, but also the lesser-known influential
Armenians such as Luther G Simjian who invented the ATM machine.

I would have to say this book was a complete joy to read and I guarantee everyone and anyone who
reads it will be surprised and gratified by the incredible things Armenians have contributed to America,

I know I was.
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ted States According to the United States Constitution, the
( : Census must count every person living in the United States

every ten years. What many people don’t realize is that
Census numbers are closely tied with funding and political
representation. Funding at the Federal, State and local

levels is usually divided up according to population, and

that means Census numbers. Will your community get its fair
share of funding dollars?

Census Partnership Specialist Anahit Tovmasyan does outreach

to the Armenian community in Southern California on behalf of the

Census. She points out that back in 2000, only one third of the Armenians

living in Unites States had been identified as Armenians by the Census. “An accurate Census count of Armenian-

Americans will ensure that Armenians will have a stronger voice and better political representation to address the

needs of our community. Especially in these hard economic times, we need to make sure that the communities we

work, live, pray and play in have access to their share of resources. The Armenian community is dynamic and plays a

significant role in the United States. Through the collaborative efforts of faith and community based organizations,
schools, and businesses, we can make sure all Armenians are counted.”

When filling out the Census questionnaire, Anahit reminds us that people can check more than one
box in the category for race. “Many Armenians will check the box for ‘white’ and also check the box for
‘other’ and write in ‘Armenian.” The best thing
you can do is to fill out the form and mail it
back without waiting for someone to come to

your door. That saves the taxpayers money, el " g e e i S &
and ensures that your community will be Wha I Peson 14 ama? Pt sama
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