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O As we had stated at the outset of the
1988-89 fiscal year, Haytoug had made it
its mission to provide to its readers some
information on the state of the Hai Tad
programs in the Armenian schools of
this region. To begin this effort, inter-
views were conducted with the princi-
pals, instructors, and the students at Alex
Pilibos High School in Hollywood and
Ferrahian High School in Encina, and
were consecutively published in the last
two isswes of Haytoug. The interview
conducted at Mesrobian High School of
Mentebello appears in this issue ar the
last of this reries for thir fircal year. At
this point, we find it worthwhile to
reflect back on these imterviews, and
based upon the information they con-
tain, to present a summary of sugges-
tions to improve the Hai Tad classes at
there schools. Furtbermore, we would
like to emphasize the importance of the
dctive participation of the politically
conscious segment of our community,
and especsally the youth, in the pursuit of
these improvements.

It is owr understanding that the Hai
Tad prorgams at Armensan schools must
(1) present to the students the facts and
the bistorical background on the Armen-
ian Case, (2) provide the students with
the ability to analyze these specific facts,
and most importantly, (3) to snstill a
sense of responsibility towards the fust
resolution of the Hai Tad among the
students. Based upon these immediate
objectives and the existing picture at the
three Armenian high schools we inter-
viewed, the following suggestions may
be made for the improvement of the Hai
Tad programs at these schools:

1. Publication of a textbook on Hai
Tad (The ANC, Western Region to-
gether with the Western Prelacy are in
the process of preparing a textbook on
Hai Tad). (Cont. on pg. 20)
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OUR SCHOOLS: THE BASES OF OUR STRUGGLE?

O Pisutu wpntl nbnbyuwgnigwd thip uyu nwpbzpgwlh ulhgpp, «Suynntls hp
upwpenwlpwbnepfiip whnh qupdikp bp pbepbpgnnbipni Giplwpagbtme hap-
gurgpnpglibp appwlifo woquyhl Jwpdwpedibipm Swy Fwop quuplipwgpbipm
vwuhli: bpp wnwehly puyy, inbuwlhgniphibibbp yunnwpmibgwl <oghynunh Ugkp
dhhwne b oo Shpwhbwlh Ephpnpnwlpwh updwpwibbpnn inboptimipbwt,
mumghsliipm Gt wawlbpompbwl hbe, b hbnbionnguwlwbopt b hpuonwpwlngdigul
aSwynnelpsh pehl Gplpme pitipnily ute: Unbipbubyngh vte quninnn «UGupnuybode
waqquighti Ephpnpuwlpwl updupwbhl vte Quepnowd hwpgwapmygp Up Bkp-
Juywghltip wye pen, pppbc wge 2wpph  werluwenwbpbbpm  Yepehlin'  wyo
wmwpbzppwlfh hwdwp: Puly eyu hwbgpnowbihl oquiwlpun Gp Wpwobbp dwowdp
pully wyu hwpgwapnpgbtipp, b hhinowd winbg ote gnmiphil nbbgnn wbinb-
mphibibpmbl ofpuy, fowmwply phpogpuliphpme qwpp op' pwpbpenbine hawdwp
umli Swy Htunnh puupbpwgpitpp: Webght’ §'nigbip sbipnby obip quinmphlb
pumnupwljwinugwd vmwppfit G b dwatunnph Gpfenwowpnnepbok, daedioelgogebob
lwpbinpriphibp wie pupbdmpendblipne gonpdumpuiwl wfuwmwlpblipml ote:
Utip hwalpugnnmipbundp, waguphl gupdwpwbiibpm <wy Fwwh dpwghplibipp
wwpnwlpwbmpinl bbbl (w) wradbponptiol GEploapagbbne <wy Tannh
upwnwlpwlp (p) wpwdwnpby ppblg wpnqpmiphibp JGpndbme whgbwigh
Ubplpugh hpunfhdwlp G {g) winbndbim fpblg e wwanwefowbuenne sgniwdp '
hwbntuy Swy Funnh welympbwde twpnwd warenwbpbbpml: <polmiwd wioe
winhgwlpwly wewewnpuiliphipne bt wqguyghlb (Gwp. ke 19)
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Civil Disobedience: A Political Tool

olitics is the art of possibilites. Whatever is not
feasible, possible or artainable has no place in polit-
ics. This is one fundamental political reality chat
we, as a people and as AYF ungers, have not
realized. The lack of this realization is apparent in
most of our political actions, including “civil dis-

obedience.”

Organized civil disobedience is a relatively new phenomenon in
our 5I:rugg|c. It was first introduced on April 24, 1987, when four
AYF ungers were arrested in front of the Turkish Consulare. It was
done again on April 24, 1988, when this time thirteen ungers were
arrested. The ungers (and the AYF), in both instances, demanded to
meet the Turkish consul to discuss the territorial claims of the
Armenian people. The dedication and courage shown by these
ungers is not at question here. Whar must be questioned however is
the effectiveness of this kind of civil disobedience in our struggle
today and in the furure. This questioning is even more pressing now
in these crucial early stages of civil disobedience because today’s acts
will decide tommorrow’s. Two fundamental questions must be
asked: What have the past acts of civil disobedience lacked? Whart
must we do to make civil disobedience an effective political tool?

These questions will not be answered overnight. But, the process
of asking and answering must begin now.

One of the most influencial documents in the history of civil
disobedience has been Henry David Thoreau's essay, On the Duty of
Civil Disobedience, written in 1848, This essay has been the inspira-
tion for many movements, including the underground in Nazi-
occupied Europe, the US anti-Vietnam War movement in the 1960's
and the Black civil rights movement lead by Martin Luther King, At
the heart of this essay is the individual's obligation. As Thoreau
phrased it: "the only obligation [ have a right to assume, is to do at
any time what I think righe.” At the core of this statement is the
individual, the "L" Thoreau has a strong and unrelenting faith in the
individual's power to perceive and know what is right. And from
thar perceprion follows the individual's obligation to stand up for
what he/she thinks is right. All action springs from thar: "action
from principle—the perception and the performance of right—
changes things and relations; it is essentially revolutionary, and does
not consist wholly with anything which was.” Action taken by
individuals and especially by governments in the world are based
almost completely based upon the market place values of interests

and gains. When acting upon whar is right, “from principle,” and
not upon personal interests and gains, the individual is essentially
doing a revolutionary act. Civil disobedience is a revolutionary act
and any "just” person mustdo it when he/she sees an injustice being
done.

Thoreau's struggle was against the American government. The
injustices he protested and went to jail for were slavery and the
Mexican War. Bur, almost every political movement that has used
civil disobedience has, in one way or another, redefined and molded
Thoreau's basic ideas to fit their own political situation and struggle.

We, as a political organization, have not assessed civil disobedien-
ce’s porential in our political struggle. We have not thought about
where, when or how it should occur to be most effective. We have
not examined its limitations. We have not envisioned its possible
successes nor its possible failures. Acts of civil disobedience for us
have not been geared toward the attainment of a specified political
goal, but have been symbolic acts. Symbolic acts of protest whose
point has not been to pressure the Turkish consul, but to strongly
reaffirm the ungers' and the AYF's determination to fighe for the
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rights of the Armenian people and to spack further activism within
the ranks. The act of being arrested seems to have become more
important than the possible political leverage created by the arrests.

Such acts clearly have a certain importance. Bur, how far will this
kind of symbaolic civil disobedience take us? How many times will we
reaffirm our determination and spark activism, bur go home empry
handed?

If acts of civil disobedience do not have a clear political aspect
alongside the symbolic one, their power and effectiveness and our
energies will be greatly wasted.

If civil disobedience is to become the powerful tool it has the
potential of becoming, we must examine and study it in all s
aspects. We must know its limitations. We must assess its potential
effectiveness in our struggle. We must create a process whereby we
can ask questions and answer them. Through this process we can
decide civil disobedience’s importance in our struggle and developa
plan of acrion for ir.

This process is essential and it must begin now,

Civil disobedience is a political act. Therefore, it must deal with
possibilites. The demands of an act of civil disobedience must be
possible to fulfill

A successful political campaign, which used civil disobedience
extensively, was the UCLA divestment movement of 1985. In order
to help the blacks in South Africa, some UCLA srudents, began
putting pressure on the UC system to pull all its economic invest-
ments out of South Africa. When initially the UC Regents (the
highest governing body of the UC system) refused, the students ook
over a grassy area in front of UCLA administrtaion building, pitched
about fifty tents there and called it Mandela City, after the grear

black South African activist. They were there day and night. Their
demands were clear: that the UC Regents meet, discuss the divest-
ment issue and vote to divest all irs investments. They knew thar the
UC Regents had the power to do that, They asked for one meeting,
After a few months of their continuous presence; their rallies,
demonstrations and acts of civil disobedience, they were able o force
the Regents to meet and agree to divest. The divestment movement
had clear and acrainable demands; demands that were possible to
meet.

Our first step must be to enter the world of possibilites. We must
demand that which is possible to attain. If we want to pressure the
Turkish consul, we must demand something that he can give us. If
we want to pressure Professor Stanford Shaw at UCLA or his wife at
CSUN, we must know what to demand from their respecrive His-
tory departments or univesities.

From now on civil disobedience must be done for clear and viable
political ends. The concentration must not be upon the act itself, but
upon the possible consequences of that act.

And civil disobedience must have a plan of action. An acton April
24th of every year will not do much to meet our political demands.
Civil disobedience must follow a clearly delineated, step by step, plan
of action that has assessed the effectivenss and possible political
results of civil disobedience. We must follow this plan of action
faithfully and consistently.

Civil disobedience is a powerful political rool. We have begun
using it, but we do not yet know how to use it effectively. We must
begin the assessment and closer examination of civil disobedience
now. The upcoming AYF Annual Convention (July 15-17) is the
forum where such issues must be furhter examined and discussed.

Haytoug
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Boycotting Products
from Turkey

uring the 1987-1988 fiscal year, the Armenian
Youth Federation of Western America has under-
taken a program of investigating and raking action
against the importation and sale of goods originat-
ing from within the borders of oppressive and
unjust governments in general, and more specifi-
cally, from Turkey.

The AYF intends to battle the Turkish government on an eco-
nomic front, to alert the retail community that it finds the sale of
products from Turkey offensive, and to propagate Hai Tad through
this activiry.

A number of chapters have begun the project in their local
regions, by compiling lists of stores that carry such merchandise and
launching a letter-writing campaign urging the management of
these stores to boycott these products.

Chapters have received answers and explanations from a few
S[Ores.

Following is a sample letter addressed to the Pasadena Nigol
Touman Chapter:

March 31, 1988
Gentlemen:

You recently wrote the Management of the Bullock's Department
Store in Pasadena a concerned letter regarding the amount of Tur-

kish merchandise on our pages. I have several comments on this letter
and take this opportunity to discuss them with you,

Your letter was disturbing to me because it expressed a sense of
frustration with us concerning our merchandise selection process.
We are sensitive to the feelings of the community. This is especially
so with South African merchandise, Red China merchandise and
currently with [ranian and Turkish merchandise,

After checking our resource list we find that we do not in face buy
from a Turkish manufacturer. The only items on our shelves that bear
"Made in Turkey” are in our Rug Department. These items are
purchased through consignments and are included in " Assortments”
which we purchase as an entity not as individual pieces.

So the answer to your lecter is that on a general basis we do not carry,
the merchandise you find so offensive; the exception at this time
being the one that I have mentioned in our Rug Department.

Our buyers are extremely alert to the feelings of the community,
whether this be endangered species products, whether it be hazard-
ous material products or whether it be on the subject of countries of
origin. We very much appreciate your concern about Bullock's and 1
think this reply should restore your feelings of good will towards an
81 year old Company that has a history of community service.

Sincerely,

Jack W. McCarley
Vice President Public Affair

HAYTOUG | VOL VIII| NO. 4| 1988
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**The aspirations of the suffering and persecuted
do not appear to us as an unfounded and baseless
illusion, but rather a feasable possibility beeause
it rises not only from the objective. element flow,
but is also dietated by the will, consciousness and
reason of the masses and individuals that consti-
tute the force that moves history forward.

This coaleseence of history’s objective and sub-
jective ereative forees guaraniees the certain vie-
tory of the workers over the forees of nature and
against the centuries-long expleitation and injus-
tice in human society...”

—ARF Preogram, 1982
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The 1988-89 AYF
Annual Convention:
A Democratic Forum

s the end of the 1987-88 fiscal year of the
Armenian Youth Federation approaches,
members of the organization begin to review
accomplishments and failures of the past
year, and to formulate evaluations and sug-
gestions for the upcoming year, At times, it
is difficult to overcome personal problems and frustrations
and members of alldemocraticorganizations tend naturally
to focus on inadequecies and problems during the past. Itis
crucial to analyze these shortcomings, and accordingly,
create solutions for the betterment of our organizarion.
The Annual Convention is not only where the programs of
the past fiscal year are evaluated, bur more importantly, a
forum in which the members of the organization, based on
democratic principles, may set new plans of action and
policies for the future advancement of the organization.
To help focus members’ thoughts on some of the more
pressing issues that face the organization, and in order to
encourage us all to begin formulating proposals for the
next fiscal year, the Central Executive offers the following
topics among the issues which need to be considered:

1. One of the most important concerns of the organiza-
tion for the next few years to come should probably be the
education of its membership. More specifically, the defini-
tion of a clear and attainable goal for the next fiscal year
should be one of the most important concerns of the Annual
Convention. Furthermore, the optimum structure of this
educational structure must also be determined. The con-
centration of the topics of the educational program (con-
temporary or historical) is another area which needs a
careful analysis.

2. One of the Central Executive's goals this year was to
raise members’ social and political consciousness by encou-
raging ungers to assist the ARS Social Services and local
chapters of the Armenian National Committee. The
importance of the "current event” reports at chapter regular
meetings was also stressed this year. The interaction with
the media was also encouraged, through organization of
public demonstrations. Another such activity this year was
the local "Turkish Goods Boycott” which provided the
memberhsip with some experience in this field. How suc-
cessful were (or can they be) these activities in raising the
members’ consciousness, should activities such as these be
emphasized in the next fiscal year, and how can they be
incorporated into the other parts of our educational pro-
gram? These are all questions which must be answered at
the Annual Convention.

3. Another important issue is the question of participa-
tion of the membership at all levels and all types of activi-

SU.NU.Sth
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ties. How can the participation of the members in these
activities be further increased during the next fiscal year?

4. During the past fiscal year, the AYF had the unique
opportunity to participate in and organize political action
regarding the Karabagh issue. What lessons can be learned
from this experience, how well prepared is the AYF to take
action in such cases, how can the individual members be
berter prepared?

These are some of the more important issues that must be
addressed during the democratic forum created at the AYF
1988-89 Annual Convention. The betterment of the organ-
ization will depend on the quality of the proposals pres-
ented at the upcoming Annual Convention.

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE

ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION
ARF Youth Organization of Western America
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The Hai Tad Program at Mesrobian

“The purpose...is to give the students
the awareness of what they belong to.”

Says Mr. Viken Balian during an interview with Haytoug.

Interview by Anna Adamian

Note: In an effort to offer a more complete picture of the Hai Tad
programs at Armenian schools, Haytoug presented interviews with the
principals, Hai Tad instructors, and several of the students at Alex
Pilibos and Ferrahian Armenian schools in its last twe issues. In this
issue Haytoug presents the continuation of this effort, through an
interview with Mr. Viken Balian, principal of Mesrobian Armenian
High School in Monzebello, Mrs. Khatoun Pakradouni and Mrs. Mary
Ohanessian, the instructors of Hai Tad, and six of the students envolled
in the Hai Tad class.

The first part of this interview was conducted with Mr. Viken Balian.
Mr. Balian received his Bachelor of Arts degree from UCLA in Civil
Engineering. He has been the principal of Mesrobian since September
1987.

HAYTOUG—How long has the Hai Tad class been offered
at Mesrobian?

Balian—We have been offering Hai Tad for twelve years. Pre-
viously, five years ago, it was under another name which we called
"Current Affairs”. We changed the name to Hai Tad. The subject
matter has been the same for twelve years.

HAYTOUG—How many periods per week are reserved for
the Hai Tad class?

Balian—Our Hai Tad class starts with the tenth grade. Hai Tad is
given to the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade levels. We have it
between two and three periods a week.

HAYTOUG—Are there enough current topics on Hai Tad
to increase the periods reserved for the program; what do
you consider these current topics?

Balian—I think that there are always plenty of subjects that
should be given, and for sure we can increase our three times a
week period to maybe five times a week. Now, 1 think that the lack
of textbooks in this field, is the hindering factor. We have notes,
which we have prepared like pamphlets, and we call it a textbook.
But they are not textbooks. These are lectures, works of teachers
that have gathered notes from here and there and have put them
under one form. This is given to the students. [ really do believe
that a classroom, in order to be successful, has to be structured. A
structured class cannot take place until there is a final textbook.
That is why | presume that one day when there will be a structured
textbook, there will be a place, in my opinion, to increase the
subjects and why not to increase them to include more detail and
up-to-date events. The events related to Hai Tad are going so fast,
starting from the new tendancies in Soviet Armenia. | think these
new events have to enter into Hai Tad, because in the very near
future they are going to have a very important affect on the
Armenian Question.

A
*“We would be cheating ourselves if we said
every student in interested in Hai Tad... I feel
that the teacher must be able to motivate and
be bilingual at the same time. The teacher
lots of importance in creating the interest. If
the students are not interested, you can sche-
dule ten periods of Hai Tad during the week
and it’s still not going to do anything.”

HAYTOUG—Relative to the other courses on the curricu-
lum, what is the level of importance attached to Hai Tad!?

Balian—Hai Tad is very important to us. Although it is given only

might as well take all five hundred students and send them
public schools. The whole purpose of our school is Hai Tad.
HAYTOUG—What is the purpose of the Hai Tad program
at Mesrobian?

Balian—I really feel the purpose of Hai Tad is to give studen
awareness of what they belong to, the purpose of our community,
and the purpose of the millions of dollars sacrificed by the paren
and the organizations. To make them aware that thereisapu
behind those millions of dollars that the parents of our students
are spending. To make them aware that they do belong to some-
thing, and accordingly, to look for the ideal of what they belong to.

>
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HAYTOUG—What type of Hai Tad activities do the stu-
dents engage in outside of the school?

Balian—Many of our students belong to the AYF, many of them
are boyscouts, and many of them are a part of Hamazkayne. What
we doat Mesrobian is normally during the month of April. We call
students and organize some groups. For example, we tell them to
take the telephone book of the surrounding areas and start calling
high schools and try to get appointments from the schools in our
district for visting them during April to present ourselves and the
purpose of our school. Most schools agree. We do form some
groups, take some slides and the especially prepared video tapes
such as the ""The Forgotten Genocide," and visit these schools.
We send three or four students to each school. They usually stay
there the whole day. They also presenta lecture on the the Armen-
ian Case. Often there will be questions from the students. We have
been doing this for a long time, and we have never heard any
complaints from any of these schoaols.

We have also created other extracurricular activities for our
students. For example, we send some of our students as volunteers
for the Pete Ohanessian candidacy. They get credit from the school
for doing this. We are trying to establish a direct contact between
the student and Martthew Martinez, who is running for Congress.
Hopefully each semester we are going to send three students to his
office. Maybe the students will become interested in the political
process.

HAYTOUG—How can the Hai Tad program at Mesrobian
be improved?

Balian—Well, as | said before, textbooks are very important, The
right teacher is also very important. | feel thar Hai Tad is not like
math or history. History has already been written down and is
structured, therefore teacher can motivate the students easier.
Now, we like it or not, we should accept that in every Armenian
school studentz do need motivation on Hai Tad. We would be
cheating ourselves if we said every student is interested in Hai Tad.
MNothing would be farther from the truth. [ feel that the teacher
must be able to motivate and be bilingual at the same time. You see
if you are going to start talking about a village someplace in
Erzeroum, students born here in the United States, will not get the
concept. What I'm trying to say is that Hai Tad must be brought
into their level of understanding and limits, so they become inter-
ested. The teacher has lots of importance in creating the interest. If
the students are not interested, you can schedule ten periods of Hai
Tad during the week and it’s still not going todo anything for you.
The point is to make them interested and like Hai Tad. Also, the
class must be structured, and to do this a structured rextbook is
needed.

HAYTOUG-There is no textbook on Hai Tad. Is there any-
thing being done to prepare one?

Balian—For the time being we don’t have a textbook. I hear that
the Western Prelacy is trying to put one out. | hope they do. | hope
that it will be an effective textbook. I don't know, | haven't seen
that yet. The point is that they are doing it and I'm happy they are.
But for the time being we don't have a textbook.

HAYTOUG—What type of short- and long-term results
would satisfy you in relation to the mission of the Hai Tad
program?

Balian—First of all, I can see the success of the Hai Tad program in
only one area. How many of our students after graduation, stay in

the community, work in the community, and get involved in the
community affairs. That's my judgement of the Hai Tad program.

A student could be an " A" Hai Tad student and tommorrow can
take off and never comes back. For me thar "A" doesn't mean
anything. Hai Tad for me, is being able to give to the students that
feeling of belongingness, and accordingly after graduation, the
implementation of that feeling. Their work could be within the
community or even it could be outside the community in the
American society, but it should be for the Armenian Cause, That
is what I judge as the only success. | don't see it any other way. That
is the only time I can say the Hai Tad program was successful.

“I think the AYF activity and energy at Mes-
robian is minimal. I think there has to be
more done to attract students. Students are
not attracted by making a speech about a
fedayee. Students are attracted by more vis-
ible things. The AYF has to play a major role;
which they don't.”

HAYTOUG—What role can the AYF play within the
school's Hai Tad program!?

Balian—I think the AYF can play a great role. | don't think the
AYF—I'm not criticizing the AYF—is doing all that is possible for
this purpose. I think the AYF is the only youth organization that
could really play a major role in our school. And [ don't see that
yet. lwould like to see the AYF get involved with the school much
more. If they come to the school, | will even give them daystogoto
the classrooms. [ will let them come give lectures, show slides from
the AYF Camp, show movies, and 1 will also let them bring their
T-shirts to the school. | will even, if possible, make one day the
AYF-day at Mesrobian. The AYF can come and put their pam-
phlets, posters and flags all around the school. I think AYF activity
and energy at Mesrobian—I can only talk about Mesrobian—is
minimal. [ think there has to be more done to attract students.
Students are not attracted by making a speech abour a fedayee.
Students are attracted by more visible things. You have to be able
to first attract them in and then start doing whatever you want to
do. The AYF has to play a major role; which they don’t.
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The Hai Tad Program at Mesrobian

“Hai Tad is a part

Say Mesrobian students during the interview with Haytoug.

Note: The following is a compilation of responses to questions raised by
Haytoug to six of the students crrently enrolled in the Mesrobian
Armenian High Schoal’s Hai Tad class. Haytoug would like to thank
Lucy Shekherdemian, Arpie Djinbashian, Taline Dakessian, Zareh
Dougmanian, Vahe Manuelian and Sammy Abrahamian who ok
part in this interview.

HAYTOUG—Has the Hai Tad class affected you as an in-
dividual?

Zareh—Yes, it has, because it has taught me the history and
background of the Armenian people and Armenian politics.
Lucy—Definitely. First, we learned about the history and then we

dealt with current issues. It made me more aware of what's going
on.

Sammy—It has affected me as far as history is concerned. It
taught me the background of my people and what we went
through. As for the events that are going on, Hai Tad class can be
stronger. | don't want to evaluate it now, because it has helped, but
it can get better.

Arpie—It definitely has. First, we learned the history up to now
and now we have a chance to be in what will be history in a few
years. So, it informed us on what's going on in the Armenian
community and because of that, we are more involved in it.
Taline—Yes, it really has. Hai Tad is important to any Armenian
and we must be able to understand and represent the Armenian
case. To do that, you have to know the background and our Hai

of our identity.”

Tad class has done that for us. Knowing the past will help us know
the future.

Vahe—It has affected me because before 10th grade, we only lea
about history. With Hai Tad class we get more into the Armenian
question and cause.

HAYTOUG—What s the level of importance of Hai Tad i
relation to your other courses?

Zareh—Because it is Hai Tad and it involves the Armenian ques-
tion its importance is higher than any other course. Asan Armen-
ian, | have to understand the history of my people and kn
specifically what went on in it. That is the importance of the
Tad class. If you are part of any nationality you should know
politics of your people and that’s what Hai Tad class does.

Lucy—Of course, my other classes are important but Hai Tad
one of the classes | am more involved in—not just in school but in
everyday life. In school we learn things we have to learn. Hai Tad is
something I am interested in and | want to learn. So, it is very
important.

Sammy—It's important to me, but during school, | key on other
subjects because after school life is Hai Tad for us. During school,
we try to use that time for our regular school work, for our future,
We know that after the AYF or other organizations, we will still
work for Hai Tad. [ guess [ would rank it even with the other

subjects.

Arpie—As a student my other classes are important to me—to get
into college and go on to higher education. But, as an individual, |
think the Hai Tad class comes first for me because it is part of my
everyday life. What's being an Armenian without being part of the
cause! Iris highest on my list as an individual, but not as a scudent.

Taline—Of course, all our classes are important, but if you com-
pare our situation to the average American student, they only have
to deal with the regular courses, while we have to deal with Hai Tad
also. We should feel happy that we have Hai Tad class to deal with
because we are Armenians. We have something extra thar makes
people say: "'Oh, you have an extra class”'. But, it is importan
because you are an Armenian living in American society and you
shouldn't forget that. Hai Tad class makes the students

Vahe—I think Hai Tad is as important as the other classes.
other classes are important if we are going to help our communiry,
but we also have to know Hai Tad very well because through Hai
Tad we can know what happened to our people and what we
to introduce to foreigners about us.
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HAYTOUG—Are you interested in the Armenian Question
now more than before you took the course?

Zareh—It was the same, actually. Because, being part of the AYF
| was interested before anyway. And now, Hai Tad makes it sort of
"higher,"" more interest comes into it. Because, as it has always
been said, it brings a perspective to Armenian history—it really
goes into it. Yes, it does bring more interest.

Lucy—I was always interested in it. But, since | took the course, 1
am more aware of all the details and everything as far as history is
concerned. And with respect to the current issues, [ am definitely
more aware and more interested.

Sammy—I have been in the AYF since | was nine, so that kind of
life began for me way before I took the Hai Tad class. But, Hai Tad
class has helped in understanding and knowing what's going on.
AYF is the major source that started me into it, but the Hai Tad
class has helped with the background information to get me ready
for the AYF on the outside.

Arpie—Like they all said, [ was always interested in it and so was
my family. My family is involved in everything in the Armenian
community. But in Hai Tad classes, we got to the details—we knew
what was going on and exactly whart they went through and what
we are fighting for now. So, it gave me more of a push and made me
want to do the same thing. Not kill anybody, but, you know, to
work for the cause and to do different things to help the
community.

Taline—My interest in Hai Tad has always been a large interest, |
can say. And the only difference is that maybe after the class, lam
able to understand the struggle better. So in that way, [ am sure, it
is going to help me understand myself and my position in the
struggle. And, also, by knowing the past, which [ knew to some
extent, but not as much as | do now, | can what understand my role
is as an Armenian in the future.

VYahe—Before I took the Hai Tad class [ knew and 1 was interested
in Hai Tad from listening to Armenian revolutionary songs and
participating in the AYF, Homenetmen and Armenian events.
They taught me about Hai Tad and Armenians. But, when | took
the Hai Tad class, I learned more; | became more aware of our

cause.

HAYTOUG—After you graduate, how will you remain
active in the Armenian community and prevent your own
assimilation?

Zareh—As some of us have said, we are in the AYF and the
procedure goes on and we become party members of the ARF—
that's a big step in helping the Armenian cause. So, after we
graduate, if we get into political parties or committees or anything
like that, we are doing something for the Armenian question and
Hai Tad. For instance, if we go to the Congress and we help out,
talk with senators or anything like that, that's what the continua-
tion of &= & And, when we are at school, we tell other students
about Armesisn history and the Armenian question and make
them undersmand

Lucy—Simec= | Bawe been coming to Mesrobian all my life, [ have
always been sroesd Armenians—] have not had the chance to
associate with adess. So after graduation, when | attend a univer-
sity with masyeds= 1 a= sure it's going to be different. Firstof all,
I am going to se=ssis 3 =ember of the AYF and become more
involved and besifes Swe_ &= the university, [ am sure they have
Armenian clubs—¥ s== gesag %0 &y to be a part of that.

Sammy—Stying = == AYF == hopefully becoming an ARF

member—that's probably the first on the list as for my future
goals. I'll have to wait of course to see what becomes of me, you
know, ten years from now. But, | am sure, whatever it is, it will in
some way be tied in with Hai Tad and the cause. I will help out in
any way; maybe even come back to Mesrobian or help the youth
through AYF or Homenetmen—maybe [ won't work directly with
the cause but [ will ery to do something with the youth to prepare
them. Because the way things are going now, it's going to be harder
and harder to keep the Armenian youth Armenian. Especially
when we go to college, we will be in the middle of edars. So my
main goal would probably be to keep the youth from becoming
odarisaty.

Arpie—I] am going to Armenia. My family has played a big role in
keeping me strongly Armenian. And after graduation, I don’t have
the fear, [ don't even think about assimilation. [n my house you
can't even say 'yes' or ‘no'—everything is in Armenian. [ am in
Homenetmen, my mother is in ARS, everybody is involved in the
Armenian community. Especially where 1 live—Pasadena—we
have over fifteen thousand Armenians. So, whatever field I choose
to go into, | am going to use that for the Armenian community—
working in it or with different political parties. Using my talent
{whatever | have) for what the community needs.

Taline—After graduation, it would be very easy for someone to
say: ""Well, the past thirteen years at Mesrobian have passed and
now | have to look out for myself and my career.” That's very
wrong. You don't realize how much Mesrobian has affected us,
maybe subconsciously. There is this part in you that will never die.
You can go on and be a doctor or a lawyer—that can also help the
Armenian community. No marter what career you choose, you
can to some extent turn it towards the Armenian cause and help
the Armenian community. Also, 1 think that if the community
needs help, l would try to do my best and help in any way possible.
And, especially in whatever I choose to do for the rest of my life.
I'd like to always keep in mind that [ am Armenian first and [ have a
community that needs me and [ also need it. So, its sort of a
symbiotic relatonship.

Vahe—Like Arpie said, [ don't have the fear of being lost. | have
that fear for the next generation, especially in places like Los
Angeles. After [ leave Mesrobian, | will stay in AYF, | will stay in
Homenetmen, I will go into the ARF; I'll do anything necessary to
help my people.

>
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HAYTOUG—If Hai Tad was offered as an elective, would
you still take it and why?

Zareh—Yeah, | would take it if it was offered as an elective
because, like 1 said before, Hai Tad is a perspective. Every student
should take it because Hai Tad is just Hai Tad—every Armenian
must know it

Sammy—It’s a part of your life.

Zareh—Yeah, exactly, it's a part of your life.

Lucy—I would take the course. Because our Hai Tad class is about
current issues and ['d be aware of what's going on; it would be a
chance for me to keep up with everything,

Samrn]r-lt's not even a question to be asked. Of course everyone
who goes to an Armenian school is going to want to take a Hai Tad
class—except for those who are odartsatz. Anyone who wantstodo
anything for the Armenian cause is going to have to learn this
eventually and if its offered, why not take it? Your parents can do
so much, AYF can do so much and if you have the chance to be
educated by an educated person, why not? Definitely, I would ke
it.

Arpie—Hai Tad is a part of our identity. What's an Armenian
without the cause, without knowing the cause? It's like not know-
ing yourself. And if you don't know what you are fighting for or
why you are serving your community, what you are looking for, or
what your goal is, why exist as an Armenian? Of course I'd take it.
Lucy—Take the course to find yourself.

Taline—Of course, 1'd take the class and, | think, it would be my
first priority. Because to be an Armenian does not mean to havean
“*jan" at the end of your last name. It means a lot more than that.
By taking the Hai Tad class you'll get to understand what the
meaning is. You can't be an Armenian without Hai Tad.
Vahe-Yes, | would take the course because I think Hai Tad is one
of the most important aspects of an Armenian and his life. [ think
every Armenian has to take Hai Tad even if it was an elective. That
Armenian who is not involved in the Armenian community and
does not like Armenians, prefers foreign countries or peoples, is
not an Armenian, in my opinion,

HAYTOUG—How can the Hai Tad program at Mesrobian
be improved?

Zareh—There are lots of ideas. It can be improved if we teach
more of the new things, like what's going on in the European

Parliament or the Congress here. | think, that would interest
students more.
Luecy—The most important thing that Hai Tad needs is to have the
interest of the students. So, first of all, what we did this semester |
think was really good. People would bring articles from the current
Asbarez and go in front of the class and explain it and give their
ideas on it. A lot of people participated in these discussions. |
think, more of that is needed. Speakers are also needed to come in
and talk to the students about what’s going on.
Sammy—I guess, we can't complain for whatit's been doing these
past years and the way it has prepared us. How should we make it
better, to make it more interesting for the kids? I don't want to
sound like I want to rearrange the whole thing or start something
new because it's been going great the way it is. But, kids nowadays,
especially the ones born here and grown up in this environment,
need something, an eyecarcher or something to pull them towards
it. Going to a class, year after year, semester after semester, the
same teacher doing the same thing over and over again—this gets
to a kid sometimes. So, maybe as Zareh said, something new is
needed or more current issues or guest speakers. A change. Instead
of having the same teacher the day in and day out. The kids need
that change; they need those new speakers, especially if the speaker
is a youth. It's hard for kids to relate toc someone very much older
than them. Haytoug, | think, helps a lot with this—it is something
for the youth and if that can go on or we can push that—that would
help a lot.
Arpie—I think the history part of Hai Tad should be taught before
tenth grade. After tenth grade, half the students should be
involved and working in the community for seven hours a week,
like the twelfth grade. But, by the time you get to the twelfth grade
class, the interest that tenth and eleventh graders would have had
in community involvement (had they done that earlier) is gone.
The students lack interest. In order to create interest, we have to
get them involved. They should consider themselves part of the
community and they should understand that they can make a
difference. The main thing is to be active, in the physical sense
too—1like going to other places, secing other people and talking to
them. The books are important, but before tenth grade. After
tenth, it should be the physical part of Hai Tad—going out there
and actually doing something, rather than sitting in class and
learning about it.
Taline—The program here for Hai Tad is very good. We didgoin
depth into history and we became well acquainted with it. And
afrerward, I think, it would be better if we were to stress the
students’ individual opinion—what the students think. We should
have more discussions where a student can point out a view and we
can poke each other and try to understand each other's thoughts
abour Hai Tad. Other than that, [ think, Mesrobian gives you a
very good view of Hai Tad for the future.
Vahe—Hai Tad in Mesrobian is good. Bur, it has to have more
current affairs and it has to take a greater part in the community
and it has to have more connections with the AYF and any other
committees that take part in politics.
HAYTOUG—After taking the Hai Tad class, would you be
interested enough to join any of the Armenian organizations
which pursue the resolution of the Armenian Question!?
Zareh—I already am interested. But, for a student who is newly
introduced to Hai Tad, it would be too much, of course. Aslongas
it includes more of the new things, more of what is going on with
| 3

HAYTOUG | VOL. VIl | NO. 4] 1988




LILraunernigs | INTERVIEW

«dwnniy i Qudtip phippetpp
WEwp £ pipnth G G vnpmp G wawlypunmipbiu Gy :

i 'puk wply. Uwph OfwGGEubwG.

1L, Wnwphlbout

Twlhop.— Lhwnbwy Rupgwgpnigp juwmwpnnwd b e UPbupnylbuds
wqquih@ bphpnpnuwlwe Jupdupwh dwy Twnh guuplpagph
munigyntfh ' whl. UPwph OfwGGtubwEh fiw: Shl, OfwEGubnwd
nivwbwd b Lupbyh clughuwqwds B Tkpmph ccwd S'wpps
nypngGhpm dte: Lbwnkwd b mumgyulwé puupiewgpibpm b
nunwGud E Mkgpogeh $pubewlwd « UGS dnglds Rudwpouputhi
Utp, v Gughuww fupny Mupugnnpeinud GhinghG Ute: Twuwo Gnud
E Mhpnygeh «Poponitwis woquihf Jupdwpwihd Jte: Bphm
wiph yupwd £ Rmkpoh waquihG nypngh wiopk Gryehbp, Uhusdui-
Gl prawwnw Enbigny fugbpbd (Bge, wenndngehl b gpwiljw G-
phil: Swup wwpht b Jbp bp puownw Bl « Phupnybuds fuwpduw-
puilhl o' mumgwllmy dwjng Meandnipeil, Lugng [bgm b Jwg

Twiwn;

L0A%RNRY-P"6 k Lwy bunnh dpugph Gywwmwlp:

OfwmEGEubwi-vupuwnwlp wyl £ np Gnp ubpmGnp hipGuwghwwl-
gruehulp mulkOuw) pp nbph G hppbwiu owwp Spiypho Ok wwypnn Aug
wilifwn: Sjiun Gy posmuepuiu G G b pumugaipo Guogbu Junu b

LU3%Nhu-Uowybpmbikpp b6 (hgmny vwhimb | wpew-
ywynnthG b puubipp p*G (kqrany Y wouGynihG:
ORwiGEubiwG-Eplm (hgniny Yp wpmip b bu w6l Dwwbu AugbpkGh
pudhGi Enp mowwd, puyg bpk wing pwg, wpalbponbipp YpGwi
wpumwpupenth] wigbpking hphig pGEmpmGGhpmi Jte Ywd hphbg
wighuwnnw GpGpml pGpwgphb: Uquannyehilp mih G wpumuqugentbgn
b (hgmb wwwnwn dp sE np uiuwnu Enegepilp ule wnik:

LL3NMY.~ Lw) Pwwnh Ahwwylymdp h*Gyyku Yp pusw-
tEpmih wywlbpnnipbwli down:

Ofwiibubwi-Rweubpwipp wizmawn dhuyl Thym| sk: Uik
wzwlbpen widbwuybu w2 eunwGp dp pllpm wqunnipmbp mbh b
winp Aunfwp unbibw) Ghy Yp wnwbwy: Uinlp oumup nuypnglhp Yp
apympG, npwkugh Lwy Swnh Y Qwiuilpwd ShnwuuwGnetnud

>

4

the Armenian question right now, any student should be interested.
Lucy—I am in the AYF already—mougi bes. But, we have a lot of
students in our class that aren’t and I think that after taking the
course, a lot of people showed interest in it. So, it definitely
affected those students.

Sammy—I don’t think the Hai Tad class by itself is going to be
enough to push students into the AYF, especially for students
nowadays. [ think that some might think they get enough under-
standing from the Hai Tad class to fulfill them. I think it's up to the
students like ourselves who are in the AYF, Haytoug, or anyone
else, to come to the school to help the students and push them to
get into the AYF. I don't think the Hai Tad class is enough. You
can’t simply get someone who is good in physics, for example, to
become an engineer. Someone has to push him—either the
teachers or fellow engineers or whoever. So, you need the AYF,
the youth who are in the school at that time or the ones already

graduated or Haytoug and other organizations to push them and tell
them that there is more to life than what you learn in school.

Arpie—l was already in Homentmen. But, we had one Hai Tad
class, I remember, when we talked abourt the different political
parties and Homentmen and AYF. | represented Homenetmen,
my friends represented AYF and we talked abour what we do when
we go to the meetings—as an AYF or Homenetmen member. From
that I recruited two more Homenetmen members. And, 1 think,
just like the Hai Tad class, they learned exactly what they can do,
and they saw there is a possibility because | was one of their friends
in that organization. I think they should be more aware of the
organizations, specifically. But, the Hai Tad class, of course,
helped, because that's where we had the chance to introduce it to
them. s
el e e — =
“The most important thing that Hai Tad needs to
do is to have the interest of the students. What
we did this semester [ think was really good. Peo-
ple would bring articles... and a lot of people par-
ticipated in the discussions. I think more
of that is needed.”
—Lucie Shekherdemian
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LU Nhu-b" 0y kb pnfiwbpulwd b dwubwyunmy ndnou-—
pmphiGGhpp, npnip hppbt npwlmi wpyplp dtnp phpkpm
fwdwp wrjwnnng nunghs §p nhdwgpunkp:

ORw 6t ubiwb-UGman ndnuupmpGGbp grpnuehil mih: wh o
wnuwg puuwghpph fwpgp: hddtwlwe fupghpm duuhl nuuwghng
dwy B JhGp Y ogunugnpdbilp wpunknh phpebpp: NumgywmuGhG

Uty aftinugonmptwl YnpnGs dp grniehil mlh, np wdlbulwd
Awpghipm Ybpwpbpbw) jonnuudGipp numgh; GChpm wpudwnpngebwd
wwl Yp nGt: Uklp wy dbp Yupght wawlbpungebw yp thnhouubghGe
wyn, Ghyebpp:

LU.8%Nhu-Upnlio”p wiwhbpwmphilp fhwwppppruud t
Augmpbwt wropbw) pGnhpiipny, pk pGnfwGpuybu npbk
Ainwpppprypt smbh npak fupgh Gyuwndwdp:

OfwiChubwi-1Gmpwn np Fnmuppppruud &G pwih np i
hptlp Yp phphl Chuebpp: Pul Ept aplok Awpg mObGwl wnuwiow
Yuniju Yo qut b Jhqit | wnib wunmuuhoubp: Uklp dhawn duyg
Twwnh qruubibwlhi wy pesd Bip, np wyditwlwt Apwwnm-
yniphtGGLp nupuplytl degh: Uenp wwlwup qquih b «lwmmys
Yud cbwbbps phppbpp wheg £ wpmbi wpwlbpanyebwt: Uhip
Utip dhegngltpny Yp pipkip «Yugdbpop hud «UpdhGhp NihpihsGm
«UpUpGhpG MhufhnoG: Pugg we pusupwp yk: 2uwn 4p hGunkip
ophGuly’ npwqnltp b Gupiip:

Gplwy puby np dw) Seep Fudinh gou dpi b wpwlbponpbut
funtwp: Ugu Utyp Yp qeeubp ppkty fEwwppppripbGhc: UyGwtu kop
hphGp Yp AEnkh quup & $eip wipbnfwwn whnep 3k0p qoup
hpklg jhzbiglhm Luy TSuwwp walyh 4p ubpbl pwl fung wwwn-
dnpint Yud Rw) grulpungb:

FugpunniGh-4p whulbip Gwk ap wuwphpp hbEpwd Yp
pupdpwiy), Awembnebot wguetunny wbp oy §'mibowd
fwgniptwd fn b wigh Somwppepriphil: Sbpbu hpbly punu-
puijuil fuulpugngrueiitp b bp qupgubuy b hppin Udbphlwih
dtg wiypnn wifwnbip’ hppby fuwy wibh §"piwununpmb bpbtg
Ywbpp: ‘bwi Jug Tuwnh puuwnubmuing, pphGy wwndniphGp
hpbfg wropbughf fbw Lp LwwhG m wibh Yp Rwullul et
Fugruehile n™ip 4 Epmwg: S

e e e e N e . i e N L e T o e
4

Taline—I think what the class offers the students is good as a
strong backbone in Hai Tad, but then after that, hopefully the
student will make the wise decision and join an organization. Join
not to say [ am an Armenian and 1 belong to an organization—that
has no use for anybody—but join to say | have a reason for joining,
and I am fighting for this reason. I think that the classes do give you
a good perspective and a chance to decide what your views areand
to form a good opinion.

L. L e ————— — e —_—_— — _.]
"It can be improved if we teach more of new
things, like what’s going on in the European

Parliament or the Congress here.”
—Zareh Douzmanian

*“The ones born here and grown up in this
environment, need something, an eyecatcher
to pull them towards it.”

—Sammy Abrahamian

Vahe—I think that even before taking the Hai Tad class, every
Armenian should be in an Armenian organization. And if someone
has a feeling inside to join an organization, he'll join anyway. But, if
someone does not have that feeling, I don’t think that by learning
about Hai Tad it will make much difference. Maybe for some
people, it will, but not for too many. They have to have that good
feeling of an Armenian inside.

Lucy—Srdet pkhi
Vahe—Yesh

Lucy—Oozelov bidi enes.

Sammy or Zareh—If | can add, Hai Tad class is not like the
junior chapters of the AYF. It is not there to prepare you to go on
to a higher rank. Hai Tad class is during school and you are going to
learn it—you have that opportunity, you have that chance that
other people don’t. But, if you aren't in AYF by the time you are
18 years old and you just graduated from school and you finished
the Hai Tad class and you say, OK, now I want to become an AYF
member, in my opinion, it’s a little oo late.

Anna (Interviewer)—I disagree [ |
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«hnlilg Awdwp Lwy hwwnp wibkh wyddbwlwG
E pwl AuwgbpkG dhiu nuubtippy:

l'puk wply. wpmt FwqepuunniGh.

Twlop—<hnbhibw) fupgwgprgp Gunmupniewd b olPbupnubu s
wqquiph bpypopywlws yupdwpwih Lwy TSwnp nunigsnifp' whl.
WwpmG PuwgpuwtnniGhph fliw: Shl. FwqpwinniGh b 1964hG wowup—
wid b Thgpnyeh ¢ dwiwgquuphlsh €U zwl OupuGdtw G Odwpelsp:
1968p6 Fwurmunnnnud b Upwgbuwy Lwhwieflp b bpehs 20
wnwphGbpmi quuwnunwd b oeUlbupnybwi> fupdwpwihs dte:
Unmugws b Tuwhuwnp Upmbunhg fyuwpulpulp’ Lwghdnpthng
Lrw e fqughl Swilwpuuput G’ Uagkbph dhinh Ote: e Guwlgued
b dwpuiuimuGh Jtp wbnh mGbgwd numgywlwl wwepwauelw G
nwupGpwgpGEpme:

LUL3%NhY.- P 6y b Lwy hwwh puuplpwgpht Gupwwmwlp
alPbupnybwbsy wqquihli Jupdwpwbh 0ke:
Pwgpunnibh-24w) Twinh quupBpwgeh Guuwwmualp Gyt & paep
nuypngBhpms wwpwguihG: YUp AlnbipGp w)l Tpuwgphl, np wywn-
puunniwud EpuGitwhmdph dp Ynndt B npo wwnpuunngetou
Uke dhbp’ whl. OfwGGtubwEE m by w) dhp Geprpaudp mObgud bip:
Unjf dpwghpp ApdGnuwd Ep Thp wwphGipm gnpdwnngebwG omg:

Npn quuwpwiipm Audwp, wpulbpndbptt Yp wwiubship
np Bppwl b judwinp wphwnwlp wwGhE Ay Awdw)iphd Jkg
gnpdmn Yugqhwlbpynphitopmi Jow: UpwewnpuoumuGughi wiu
w2 uwma Gpp wiidhpwlpuGopkl puuwmuGnroetowE dwu Yp Yuglt:
Cwpwpp whgqund Up papeh thgngun §p whnbljwGwip pk h"Gy &G Jbp
qunmpp b plnfwpuwwbu fumpmbp ymgnn Awpgbpp:

L8 NMY. - Wywlybpunbhpp h*Gy jhgniny vwhmb § wpnw-—
jwpnnihG b pwubkpp b6 (hgnuny Y wiuGympG:
Pugpunmbp-"twubpm wislymphip Jep quypnght Jkg bpym
[egmmy Yp Ywewpnth: WGnlp np Augbpkl ghwbG b Auwgbpking
Y wpwwpupanihl, wnuGdhG udpwly JpG G puly winGp npnip
AugbpkG pun shG ghwnbp, npmffAbntn wibgh m2 blpwd 6 Ruwglulpuwl
nupng, winbyg wighbptl (kgniny Yp nuuwiwbnnih: Bplm wispu-
guubbipmil wy, dpwghpGhpp Gn)GE BE b nwuh wwpmnniehull w) Gn)GG
k: WGoybpkOh wumuguhl mpbdd, wwpng deplbbwdp b bu Yp
nuuwnulnbGp. pul AwgbpkGh mumgnuip whijhi OfwiGtubwip,
wwpni LEplkbwbp, Cwhigbpnpbwip @ b

L3N he—Ldw) Pwnp wnbympbwudp ppulwt wpyhGpibp
dbnp phipbym Awdwp b6y mwppulwi dhenglibp ' oguw-
gnpénihi:

Pugpuwnmbh-"Ttwuwghpp ymObfwm wwwiwunm] Thp wwn-
puuwwd Gnpbpny £ np Yp puuwnwtnghip: Y oguugnpbhtp Gwin
wilnugplp b wwppbpwetinetn, hG np YnGuw Gy Auwnugby: UGgknkGh
wwpwguihG, phy dp wikh ndnuup k, npnyfbnkn wiqbpkGmy
Gpuyebpp wibgh wwftw Guhwl BE g Gemnanph Ot | pwdp: Ywb
Yp pwpuwgbphlp wawlbpnGhpp bppwm b pwuwounyshid@hpm
Ghplw) prupet. wijuophfwly dwubwygmppllopp Guwuwwinp
wnmhilp Yp phnkG hpkGg GhahG Ypwy: BppbdG wy wpwlEmangshlp
Yp wwGhGp @ gmghpm dwuGulygh) Ym wwlp:

LLEARNPY-P G mwpnympbwdp Sw) Twnh FomweEgnulp
wpwlhbpwnGlipmt hpply wyddbwlwi ptnhp Yp Chiplwywgnih:
Pwgpuwnnulh—Ugu fwpghG bplym dbny Yupbih b upumwuuu )
U6 wigualybpanGlipp, npnGp Jbin AwduyGeh dte gnpbol bb, dhnptw
dp Ywd Ywqlwhbpympbwt Jp wipud b6, winGy Awdhup dug
Nownh muuup 2w wibh widhewlwd, wiApwdsnn b wnopbwhd
Abn Yuynuud nwu Jpl E: Dol Jpiu wpwlbpnGepmG fudwp, dug
Mownp wupg puuuihyge dpl & b widhswlwb Aimuppppnyepil sh
Ohplwpuglhp: Ugu YbpghGlbpp, whwnp & pukGe, uw unbih 4p
AvnwpppprihG Lwy Twnh puuwnuGynogpbwdp pul Awpng wwn-
Unypbwl m Ry gpuljpuGngebuwG: B

“"We believe that justice should be the
primary virtue of all social institutions.
Justice should not be compromised, for the
ideas of equality and liberty are grounded
in law. As inviolable rights, they also must
not be subject to political bargaining.
Thus, unjust governments, no matter how
developed and efficient, should be
reformed or abolished.”

-AYF Manifesto
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“When the rest is quiet,
there 1s revoluuon in Dhaisheh.”

Note: The following article appeared inthe May-June 1988 issue
of MERIP/Middle East Report. Melissa Baumann is the author,

¢ enter al-Dhaisheh through one of several gates,
past rusted oil drums piled high in a stockade and
a chain-link barbed-wire fence that residents
keep tearing down.

The alleyways are quiet; people must be inside.
M. takes us to the home of his friend A, 27, a
business student at Bethlehem University. Eight prison stints
have postponed his graduation indefinitely; he has been under
camp arrest for rwo years.

"1 leave prison, my brother enters,” A. smiles cynically. Two of
his three brothers are now in jail. One sister was imprisoned for
five days once for allegedly throwing Molotov cockrails; his
father, who works in a chicken factory in Beit Shams, has gone to
prison three rimes.

We sit in a back room of the house; bare concrete walls, woven
orange and white plastic floor mats, two benches, a formica table
covered with books, and a padded door. A. sits on the floor in
paint-spattered clothes.

“When the rest of the West Bank is quiet,” he said, "there is
revolution in al-Dhaisheh. We had 1,000 soldiers here in
November, Since the uprising, it has been relatively calm. Many
are already in detention.” Out of al-Dhaisheh’s 9,000 residents,
two percent of the population, roughly 180 people, are now in
prison.

" Al-Dhaisheh is a lab for techniques of military control,” A.
says. "One of two camps totally fenced in. But we cut down 200
meters the other night.”

He disappears momentarily and returns with coffee, his
mother and six other young men, all wearing jeans, windbreak-
ers ana running shoes. All have played the prison circuir. The
oldest is 20.

They shake our hands vigorously and then sit on the floor
along the perimeter of the room. More than seven people, we
now constiture an illegal assembly on the West Bank.

M. explains that we are Americans. "Burt they are nor their
government,” he tells them, “and they are here to listen.”

The question arises: What does being Palestinian mean?
“Partly, it is being of the Arab nation,” says S, 19 fresh from
prison two days ago. "And it is in parrt a specizl identity buile by
resistance, from the time of the British until now.”

“Being Palestinian means everything in my life,” says H., a
sharp-featured 19-year-old whose family was exiled from Zaka-
riyya village in '48. "It means being part of Palestinians all over
the world. It is my obligation to preserve this identity with
bombs, rocks, anything.”

“If you live on your own land, you have no problem,” offers
Umm A., until now sitring deferentially in the corner. She
explains how life was when her family lived in Zakariyya; they
were expelled when she was nine.

“My husband and I told our children about the British —how
they gave our land away. We twld them they must oppose
colonists.”

"Colonists” are now the only enemy. Nearly everyone is disaf-
fected with Arab “support” for Palestine; the mention of Jordon
and King Hussein unleashes tirades on betrayal and entrapment.

"People generally think we're in great despair after the (Arab)
summit (last November),” 5. adds. "But, we're not surprised.
Nothing will come of such summits for us, when the Arab
regimes are friends of America.”

Palestinians have a long view of history, and the vision of
statehood blurs in the distance. "I can't say exactly whether we'll
have a secular or religious state or whar,” S. says, "The cycle will
take a long time. There will be a change in the balance among
various factions of the PLO—a debate berween religion and
socialism. 1 see Palestine as a socalist state. . .”

Which means?

“Equal rights—a doctor and a worker are equal Duties and
rights are equally shared.”

“We will accept other people living here,” says S., 16 slightly
inhibited bur also eager 1o talk. "Not just Palestinians, bur also
the Druze, Kurds, Armenians, even Jews—but not those who
came after 1917."

"We can't accept new Jewish immigrants from the US or
wherever,” A. adds vehemently. "What is the Jewish nation? Do
you see Jews from all over the world rushing to Israel? They want
to manufacrure a nation like this package of cigarettes.” He
waves his cigarettes and the room buzzes with assent.

“Everyone speaks of "the poor Jews' but we are poor also,” he
adds. “Reality speaks for itself. We can't throw them into the

(Cont. on pg. 18)
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= Uugtivn. fbpghte whguanf E ap Yp Yk,

M zozunhtig hopp nupwyty gongwsd gpujwith nulnwlp. uighh do
poubym bplnwdnipbwdp nuiwlp giwbnbg hp gpupwlp, huywpen
hp wyu qtupgnd. puyg bnblgulwl jwpwlwibip thl Gpgnitip
tnphl ity wju wpwpnpmpbwl pupwgphl. qupbuwl Minknhb tp
thunithnizuutipni, punpabnoljh, np Yp plngwp hinle:

LUhpwihh hbpoup, Abpdwl zunghlngd me Ynhly quonluagng bp
dwp pwytpp mgnbg gpowb obdhb m wdbbwl pempbwdp
Lwynuwdpp Ukinbg gronlith nnopu:

Gpbipywpph tp:

Eptpzwpph bp wdty Ynnd, Ung Bpbipawpphl tn bpp whihb
Uwphpt dhwly hunp wwolbp Ep, wupnt Dwmuwpywlbig Unp
hwpuht phowd hwgp wipbp Ep b BFwngbnobg Unipuonpl Ghip
wnghly dp mubghp Ep:

Duwp nnnwiige, puthop. Guwp wilboepbug jundwgh spunnpni-
phiuip, whjubwd, thanngh wawhlutipp, wioph dmpwgnnitpp,
tinunp: Whvkp 4 nuganibhb gbogh wwqup® sopbipne oooly whinhi
hptiny wqupltipp:

Dhunwnig. thinpabig huswnw) np Bpknowb dinghh me Ubnnpbiot
wly pwnnuwed pwriwpep wiuop Ghpupuwpuwluahnjunood bpound-
prngndhb Unp, thwgniu pumuph dp, fenphin wgo dEdwnp epniwt.
4" muglp hwwnug np ubin opbipp Jbpewgud LR, ndmwpmipiibkpp
spwgud, |'Epwgbp npowzhowonolpp qungpod bp, Juswennp pod
hp thunwd vhpgbpp, owlnhlhp bp mowgeh mwgnp o dwgh
lpwpuwh b Jhpewugbe’ Yhwipp Ghgwd bp funtuphtipne hadwp ugu
opnuwl uppmgbiuwl wnebic

Fuyg Gpbppwpph tp. Yhpwibh bpwgp dnhowphunowd tp
hpwhwimpbunip. wnpwinolp guquefoop dopb e dbogb, Jhpa-
guiljwl gunuithwp Up° dwplounpood ugn gupbob dbnknghbu
Utg: Bpbiprwpph tp thannglbpmb ute, wiwlibpmb dbe, dwpnng
Gbpupwpwlpht m upinbprs gty Unfuhul) gugnunpubpne ol
punnuwd Uit Gpuht buwmwd hp oot sbdhl, pun bpownoptiog
unynprupbul, opnowol Swp Yo dnepop:

Ugpbipnils Epusiubipp ' wypkhls b o dp uljuun upaibpbbpni ity
thnpabg quughy pugp. puwig uspbnp gpnnbguits m Yuphy dp, ungung
Lpbuth Juwp, wobnibgun snipgh thaghht htin m ghlum] odtg
wwmwbhhl pupd pbup e Abpduyy wghlp: Ul Bplpaupphh
wpbap, ok Yhpwihh hEpnufil wpoponowd pgugp, Yo Swgpkn
aqhlpp:

= Snuw’y, whwnh pwpdh®u:

Uughu 28, 1918 Bphpawpph dpl tp. G wpnth bnmglinh medop
dwjuipp qpuiwd tht Uhpwlhh hbpnupl dhwopp. bul qupbwb
dtintinhu hEnwinp, wrowm Awgl upl Ep... |

«l]LJl.uﬁlL pd i fp hlighg d pbGhwykG, wupw

duwphqkl bu hbwwquyhl wy) wbnbpk, jhobglln

hwdwp np hwynipholip 3k pugpuwd hp ppwencGf-
Gbpp hbwuylinbik: 11-12 wwpnowb plipwgfhb,
nichwljwli ertmpmpFﬁIapE uputhbgnighli b'c

ppfwlul yhnnuphobp, b fugufuljhpp

uwfuwphp, np Towkl uljuwe qpunhy 2wy Punny:

llnumltu hGwkE" pugunaph) Uhughuwy lqgbpn
Yuwqlwlbpynipbwl bipwjwldbupnolph n

b pnupuljwi hnpﬁpl}mpmﬂ;t nbin Jbpgbpu nnuwd

npnynudlibpp' b Guywun 2w ‘hunnh:s

Untitled

by Sharistan Melbonian

My grandmother still cries
and for what?

They are gone now I tell ber.

Seventy years dead.

She still cries. .
the horror stories fill her head
they fill mine.

I want to return t0 a place
that 1 have never seen
and for what?

The tears of an esghty year old woman
with storses of nothing more
than blood, destruction
and murder.

Whom does she ery for?
and for what?

That awful Turk who did nothing less than
rip apart ber home and rape ber of all
including ber pride.

She still tells me of a reality that | must face
a battle that has made me sick and tired.

What reality? 1 ask.

We shall defeat this reality

and create a new one.

|ﬂl‘ﬂbﬂl."l L1L.38 Ill:ﬁMﬂ-hlL'u Rﬂ‘i:ﬁlll‘llhllh'hbl‘sl
Write
RAFFI ELBEKIAN
3156/2
KP DOM
22000
YUGOSLAVIA

=bpojuly, Ognunnu 1987
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Arshille Gorky...

An Artist's Inspiration

by Lisa Arakelian

Note: The author, Lisa Arakelian, is an andergraduate student at
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), majoring in
Art History.

t has often been said thar historical childhood
developments affect a child and his future in
enormous ways. A strong believer of this philo-
sophy is litarary critic Eric Erikson, a man whose
own personal identity shaped his beliefs through-
out his entire life. Erikson explained char accept-
ing ones historical past was a necessiry to be able to move on. For
Arshille Gorky, a famous and admired artist, his past was an
inspiration, by playing a major role in the art that he produced.

Arshille Gorky was born Vosdanik Adoian, on April 15, 1904,
in Khorkurmn, a small village on the southeast shore of Lake Van
in the Van province of Armenia. Vosdanik was named after his
mothers birthplace, Vosdan, the ancient Armenian city situated
on the southermost shore of Lake Van. In 1908, his father Setrag
Adoian emigrated to the United States to avoid conscription into
the Turkish Army. Many Armenians fled at this time to avoid
the unjust harassment by the Turks. Setrag, left behind a wife
and four children. On leaving, he left Vosdanik a pair of red
Armenian slippers; these slippers were later found in a number
of his paintings, perhaps used as an attempt to recrace his
history.

In the years following, Arshille attended many schools where
he studied writing and drawing. His interest in drawing
stemmed from his childhood, when his mother, who felt a deep
artachment to art, would encourage him by giving him money to
purchase pencils and paper. Gorky was raised by his mother, and
was therefore involved with art from a very young age.

Between 1914, to 1915, the genocide of the Armenian people
perpetrated by the Turkish government began. For four years
Gorky and his family scruggled for survival. They were quickly
forced to leave their home. With the naive hope of returning,
they buried their belongings underground, and took with them a
small amount of money, and only a few days supply of bread.
They never returned. In the fall of 1916, his two sisters fled to
America, while he stayed behind with his mother and other
sister. Soon conditions worsened. In 1919, his mother, to whom
he was extremely artached, died from starvation, at the young
age of 39. This traumaric loss was one Gorky would never
OVEICOMme.

In February of 1920, Arshille and his sister boarded a ship to
Athens and soon arrived at Ellis Island. His quest for identity
soon led him ro assume a new name: Arshille Gorky, and to seek
a career in art in New York. His new surname was adopted by
Maxime Gorky, a well-known Russian writer. In Russian 'Gorky’
means ‘bitterness,’ or “the bitter one.” He often spoke of himself
as Maximes cousin. This, of course, was not true. Perhaps he was

A self-porerait

searching for some sense of ‘belonging'—family, for him, was
now only an abstraction.

Though the post-war era was not very promising for arrists,
he chose to remain in that field and struggle through the hard-
ships. He belonged to a movement known as "Abscract Expres-
sionists,” where he presented his subjects in a rich variety of
disguises, transforming shapes and human figures to abstract
and organic images. His Armenian heritage always remained
crucial to him, and this was evident through his art. He continu-
ously desired to return to the 'old country;’ a wish that was never
Fulfilled.

Gorky's painting career flourished as he grew more and more
popular for his innovative style. In 1927, he painted "An Artist
and His Mother,” 2 memorable work that became one of his
most famous. Here, he depicts himself and his mother. An
emotionally intense image. The painting, was taken from a
photograph taken in 1912, that was going to be sent to his father
in America. Here, Gorky is seen wearing the famous red slippers
his father had left for him. Twenty-five years after the photo was

>
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taken, Gorky relived the hope and anger on a canvas. This
painting strongly reveals a quest for contact with his own past.
There exists a sense of alienation and sadness in both the photo-
graph and the painting.

Throughout his painting career, he returned to his roots.
Gorky's ethnic and national past formulated his identity. His
memories of his childhood came to people through a canvas. His
expression for the love of his country turned profound when he
returned to “nature paintings.”

In 1941, he painted "The Garden at Sochi,” referring to his
birthplace in Armenia. This specific garden was located near his
home, at a place where he often played. Gorky disguised and
abstracted all narural forms, (trees, birds, flowers...) to capture
the essence of a garden, without actually depicting it.

This new interest in “nature painting” focused on returning to
biological roots—perhaps referring to his own roots, and depict-
ing some sort of growth and development. (Similar to his own
growth and development outside of Armenia.)

For "The Plow and the Song," a title of another painting from
his "native period,” Gorky writes:

"...I bave been occupied in drawing the Armenian
plows with which we used in our Adoian fields near
our bouse... You can't imagine the fertility of forms
that leap from our Armenian plows, the plows our
ancestors used for thousands of years in toll and
gaiety, bardsbips and povetry... I smell the apricots
bot on our orchard trees and they move for me in
dances of the old... and the songs, our ancient songs
of the Armenian peaple, our suffering people... this I

am painting, and I'm sure you will appreciate it ...”

The early 1940's for Arshille Gorky, was a time when he
emerged as a major innovative figure in American paining. He
was passionate about Armenian heritage and was also engaged
in a monumental struggle to create a new direction in painting.
He often recalled the times when his mother would take him ro
her family's fifth-century ancestoral vank (an apostolic church
and monastary complex), to shrines and tombs in the area and to
the church of the Holy Cross on the Island of Akhtamar,
Although Gorky may have been too young to have formed more
than a vague impression of these treasures, the memory of them
stayed with him throughout his lifetime.

Arshille Gorky never escaped his past. His concept of identity
was tracing back to his birthplace, and reliving the love and the
freedom of his homeland. He was forever haunted and obsessed
with the past. Did he feel guilty for having survived? He was too
young, and unable to defend himself against the brural atrack on
his family and his people. He was unable to shield his loving
mother from the harsh realities that existed.

On July 21, 1948, at the peak of his career, Gorky took his own
life. A growing poet, as well as an influencial artist, he was a man
who had experienced extreme suffering and poverty that he
could not seperate himself from. He could not find a long-lasting
harmony within himself, and therefore, chose to end his life.

Gorky recorded his life through his art and lefr a legacy behind
for people to learn and understand. It is true to say that he lived a
fragmented identity. He was an Armenian living in exile, driven
away from his homeland and forced apart from his family. Gorky
was given a new identity, an identity he could not live to the
fullest.

UOUSUS P LLY SO GNhU LGN | LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

(Cont. from pg. 14)

"Our situation here is very different than the revolution in Algeria,”
M. adds more temperately. “The French had their own state to go back
0. We are two people claiming one land, and there must be a solution
taking both interests into consideraron. If anyone wants to live here, as
long as they are tolerant, it is all right. Besides, for a Jew born in Jaffa in
1950—to where do you send him back?"”

Talk turns to immediate experience: prison K., a delicate young man
with a pencil-thin moustach and playful blue eyes, narrates his recent
rwo-and-a-half months in al-Farah and 'Atlit. His friends listen, rapr,
though they must have heard the story many times, and have similar
ones to tell.

“Oin Ocrober 27 Israeli troops raided the camp and gathered all os us
age 15 to 40 out front,” he begins. “I stayed in my house, but the soldiers
came to get me. | was beated and clubbed. Then they took me o
al-Farah, near Nablus. There were 25 of us in the prison, 14 from

Dhaisheh. They set those of us from al-Dhaisheh aside, and said 'you
are a special case.’

"There were 16 days of interrogation,” he continues, evenly. “Twelve
days of hooded treatrment, when we were also handcuffed and hung
from the ceiling by our hands, with our feet beaten, and four days of
solitary confinement. Then we went to court in Nablus and were
accused of throwing stones. | didn't confess, so they held me another 16
days. Then they took me back to court. No confession, so another 10

“1 lefral-Farah, with 46 others, on a bus ro 'Atlit detention center. We
didn't know where we were going. We were slapped around, and putina
room 4 by 6 meters, widowless, with a tin roof that rain fell through,

dripping on us.

“They ok us ourside and made us stand in the rain. And we had
rolicall over and over, at all hours,” he says, standing up to demonstrate
to the delight and encouragement of his friends. "They made us run
around the yard, and then lined us up three by three and made us run in
place and stamp down at the same time, like this..." He jogs and slams
his foot on the floor.

"We weren't tortured as before—just 2 bearing here and there.”

In sddition to the standard diet of fusd, rice and hummus, Khalid
laughs, “they brought seven oranges once for 47 people. And always
they gave us cold tea—which they said came from three kilometers
away.

We leave to seek out one who has just joined the fight. As we pass
through the narrow dirt streets, children play near the thin serip of
sewer, kicking cans or peering down from rooftops and balconies made
of scavengers’ scraps. All have heard of Y., 2 13-year-old who has just
paid his first prison dues.

The boy sits ourside in the sunlight, sharing 2 bench with his mother,
a voluminous woman in an embroidered turquoise dress and a black
crocheted scarf. Shielding their eyes, they both asses us, then lead us
indoors for the recitation.

Y. sits off by himself on a small stool, on stage in this barren concrete
room. In the audience are his mother, brother K., 25, the eldest sonina
family of eight, and another brother, A, 21 in prison with Y. One is
indefinitely in absentia: Y's father, a vegetable seller, was deported to
Jordan in 1971—four years before Y.'s birth, Umm K. says laughing
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(Guwp. ke 1EL) ywpdwpuiitpn dpwghpliipn Llplwy
hpwiha wiphb gpwy, Gupbgh b bbplwgwgliby hbonbibuwg lob-
np hppbe Swy Gwenh queplipwgpliipnn pupbthnfudl phi-
[wnpuliplibp.—

. Ny “Funnf puowighpgh hpwnwpolgmpfl { Upbodin Gwb
Udtiphlpugh Swy Fwnfy Swldlwfumdpp G Upbidinbiwl
ferlivh Ugguphtl Unwetmpnuwpwhp dhwolopwp, wfuwd bo-
bwdy b bty wipfuwnenwiiph dp).

p. dbipnphztiwy plpumpuitipp wbin 4p pwliy punn fupliop
wyy hewpgh up. n"p pbgrend wbuig © hpunwpoane guaasieghp-
pp: Gunnbp hpobmbipng wylr GEnpl fpuy, np hey (Ggnih
wyushoygeetmidp wipwdud dwatihl b <ay Fwn wppooonwdp-
bbpmb, [p wwrnuwhbh gl ;mbewlbnp pt guowghppp
witwp b hpeenwpulpnch hwgliptbing: Poly dhoobilp ' wowplbh
wipy inbwewlbimpl' thebigikne wyl iponnephdlp, pt Swy Fwmnh
nuuplipwgph wowelwhbipp wwpnwlwbmphilp wbop t
ooy wot Ukl wanme Ao wewlbpompbwl thofuwbgl) <owy
Tunnf gdny wpbinp dimwdmdibp G wpanedwlport hpnnne—
phblibp: G ppoghtint; obp wpwlbponpbwt idwdiwe-
bmphiip wnbgh qun gt wiqitpth gmib, hlwboupwp
nuwuwghppp whnp b ipwenwpwlneh whqpptng: Furdibipng
wia Eplme wbuwlbnbbpne vinwhngmpmbbibpp §p hunwnnwig,
vwilpeyle, np Swy Funnp dwull mbnimehilbpp whop b
wrbniwqgl wrwhpnmpbwl opwdwgpnih wib (bgnnd np
whnlip unbih jun ' pupabbb: Uply win, hpopniphobl ugh ©op
utin nupngbbpm wipwnwpwp dpwghpbbpm  woens weu
punn up wipwlpbpenbitip hinm G huytiptt (gl inhpuraybun byt
Lilwl phipmphditibpn pupduwlne wlbop b wbuugdwbopt
nunlnul vlip nugpngbtpn wawelnuhbpe vinwhngmiphbbbpth
(Lt 4p qubip pt Jbpnphobiuy nuuwghppp wnwydd whinh
hpwinwpwineh hugbptinyg ohowygi):

q. Suwy Funnh poowiwbnnugppcip wluhy webgh phuwowpn
wwphptl, Gwijubim hwdwp Gpipopowlpedr  Jupdwpobfh
wpwlpwnnpbwl bl dwehl dow biphuy whhng Ggnuwdep
suy Funnf hebmluyg:

n. Ghzinby b Gnpoinwtw wilr pppgmpbwl ooy, np eSSy
Funnp wotl np Abnwlbpuydw ute b, b hpblp wpnnngefibp
mUpl Ghpuinbpm wunnvmphiips: Monp b owrwlbpompbwb
vown prgwbpnih Swy Fwnh bhogphl 2nepe fuouwlgniphiistipp
bt hdwpwbmiphibilipp:

L. Suy Puwinp wditwlwl Upphl 2mipg gperyutipne
wwmpwemneful (Woe Ghopb oty Swy  Bphowowpnag
Twslnwhgmiphiip Ypluyg pp oquiwlwpniehibp nlbbbwy viwlb
qppmiuipm wwwmpwonmmpbwdp & Gepbpm DGployw-
gminy):

q. Swy tunnfp wpppunnwimgbbpne b hwdwgmidwpbibpm
wauwlbpynd 0y pupngllpme G wd oquwlbpagne-

papubilitpne hlen: (U wpeopaguyhl <uy Gppoanapnusg Fasbnl—
gmphilip Gplay dwolnelhg nuenbg wyy wefrwnwbplibpni):

b Sy Funnh neuneghybibpm haduwp wquwlipugby wfuw-
wwbnglhbp bt vbuhlnepbbp, mp whep pblmepl wpwlbom-
phwl bt thnfu- jupwpbpnigebiwl b puewpwbp oquwlpup
uhgurjuyph up epwétine Upipbipp:

p. Unbndty wyl dinwdbpalipegp, np Swy Fwinh nuopbpuwg-
pn plmphwimep ppwlwl dpwegph oty 2uen uwpbionp vl b
Upurlgbipentibpp wtip sk wyl tvgunnpribiul wnwly qualindhl
plt Swy twnh nwuplpwgpp jwwnmly Yhpwyny nfepht quiu
uplr £

. Suy Funnh dpuwghpblipmit inpudiwnply ughondth wnbigh
ulid peodhl up * hpwlpwtaglbpne Jhpaghetiuy pljwngpuwbpbbpp
(o wwipwagughl ig SEF-h dwelnudpinbpp Gptool oguow—
ljwp nuentiwg hpbilig 2pewlifh Juwpdwpwlittpnil):

Mewnp b junwly pguy np Jlipnhptiuyg phunpwipbbpp
wiifinthmul b wylr wihwnbpn Qupdhpbbipnds npnlg htitn
lunnwpwd Glip hwpguigpggilip, bie ud oyl Qupdhplitipne
uliljinwpwimpbp dhip fudpwgpulpob equpbl gnout: Depw—
quiphty, wilith oquuwlwp whwh pywp Lpk uthup  (w)
wpwlbpnbbpne dbnnpulipm Guwpdhpbbpp (p) hwibptih
nuwupbpwgpbbpm mumghsbbpm & pupngh funphpgwone—
utipm pljunpwbpbtpp (q) hwinpylthlip unbith vtd phuny
wpwlbpinbbpm hbw (wu whqwy ny mboptlnipbwl fanut
lpwilnulniwd wowlbpnliipne hn dhugl) & gbpewgte (g)
wyghbpthp Uwbie vhio pugpnglibpp: Uilighln' hwpgwgpnigbbpn
Unnphlr wtwp b bt oguuwgopdohl hwpguwpwhbibp b
wwinpwunni phtyunhmpibtibp obp  Juwpdwpwibibpm
Swy Funnh puupbpwgpbbpm hpwghLwihi 2nipe:

Ghunwlglmy vlp wye ;wpbzpewhh  wohranwbpbbpm
phpmphibblpp G vwhvwbadgnelmdtbpp, §p hucwanwlbip np
unylr hwpgugpygbbipp whinh ogbbb wyu ppewlh hwylpalpowb
yuwpdwpwlibibpne Swy T peapbpwgpebiipne pupbchnfudil:
Lawb hunwennwgwd Bip op ppewbho  pumwpwiuwbogud
Ephunwawpnmiphiip, h vwebunnph Sy Gphowowpnug -
wlgnipbiwl winudbbpp, wlwp £ hinwppppnhl wggughl
tupdwpwidibpne Suy Fwnp puoepbpwgplitipne npuwlnyg, b
witlighly, ipkibg gnpdoll dwwinelgnipinlp pipkh wyu dpuwghp-
Ubipnr pwpbthnfudwl wfuwenwbpbbpne walpwpwnp: Ulpngan
Up jwouhlip wyl Juipdwpwibbipn: dwehl, np il dpwghplitip
wipntt ol gomeg il nelple: Pely el nugpngblipne ute ngp <uy
Dunnf puupbpwgpbbp sywh, wtwp b hwhwdiebbp Db
dpeghpbibipnt wutl glmg: Swnwshlpoy <6+ Swpbilpod M-
quiunnpuwiljwl danogdp np wbnh whwh mbbiy Snghu
15-17 pwpwpwbpehl, junwgnl wehpl b pbbbm bdwh
wizfuwnwbipbbpm uwpbfmphiiiibpp: ]

<

Y. begins his story, in his jeans, light jacket, sneakers, snapping his
gum. “The soldiers came to our house at 2 am December 22, especially o
arrest me and my brother. They took us to the headquarters of the
military government in Bethlehem.

* At noon they took us to Hebron, where we stayed for two hours, and
then to al-Dhahariyyah detention center. When they say me there they
said I was too young and sent me back to Hebron,” he adds, smiling.

“1stayed in Hebron two days, We were kept in a wooden hut—four of
us at first, but then 70 others arrived. The soldiers said they saw me
throwing stones, but 1 did not confess about this,” he grins.

“The soldiers said, ‘Swear on the Quran,’ and I said, OK. Bur they
brought me a book in English and I said, ‘It is not sacred, I will not
swear." Then one brought a box with lights on it and said, 'If the lights
goon you threw the stones, He pushed a button and the light went on. 1
told him it wasn'c true, and then they kicked me. They kept me in the
military office and bear me.

“I'm not afraid,” Y. says as his mother passes tea around. Bestless, he
gets up and leans against the door frame.

"My brothers and friends told me a few things. They said, Don't talk
whartever they do and don't say you threw stones. Say you were in the
house.” They told me not to be afraid. . * [
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{Cont. from pg. 1) 2. The latter suggestion gives riseto a
very important side issue: In what language should the text-
book be published in? Many argue that the publication of the
textbok in Armenian will aid the preservation of the Armen-
ian language, which is an inseparable part of Has Tad. Others
argue on the basis of the fact that the purpose of the Hai Tad
class is to transmit certain facts and thoughts to the students
in the most effective manner, and since most students are
fluent in English, it must be used. Although both arguments
possess their respective merits, we feel that the information
on Hai Tad must at least be provided to the students in the
language they can easily understand. At the same time, the
fact remains that due to inadequacies present in our schoals’
programs most students acquire insufficient knowledge of the
Armenian language by the time they graduate. Eradication of
such inadequacies must become one of the main priovities of
our schools, (We hear that for the time being the above
mentioned textbook will be published in Armenian only).

3. Teaching of Hai Tad from earlier grades; thus, instilling
the committment among the students toward Hai Tad from
an earlier age. This will aid the reduction of the number of
apethetic cases among the bigh school students.

4. Emphasizing to the students the fact that "Has Tad is
still in the making, and that they are the very actors in the
creation of that history,” by allowing additional time for
current issues relating to Hasi Tad and encowraging discus-
sions on these issues.

3. Availability of bandouts and/or booklets on current
issues relating to Has Tad (the Armenian Youth Federation
can certainly bave its input by preparation and presentation
aof such materials on a continwows baris).

6. Imtroduction of workshops and seminars on Hai Tad
jointly with other Armenian schools and/or organizations
(The Armenian Youth Federation can play an active role in
this aspect).

tors of Hai Tad, where methods of communication with the
students and control of the environment of the class are
discussed.

8. Creating the belief that the Hai Tad class is a very
important part of the overall academic program. Students
must not be lead to believe that the Hai Tad class is just an
“'ﬂa-r} iAl L.u'

9. Appropriation of a larger budget to the Hai Tad pro-
grams (Here, chapters of the Armenian Youth Federation
can aid the schools in their respective regions).

It must be understood that the above-mentioned sugges-
tions are either a direct summary aof the recommendations
made by individuals who were interviewed by Haytoug, and/
or the interpretation of these same recommendationsby our
editorial staff. In the future it would be benficial to bear the
concerns of (1) the parents of the students (2) Armenian
subjects’ instructors and the advisers (3) larger number of
student (this time not hand-picked by the admsnistration) (4)
and a larger number of the schools. Furthermore, interviews
must not be seen as the only means by which concerned
parties can learn about the state of the Hai Tad programs in
our schools. Other methods such as surveys and guestion-
naires can also be utilized in this process.

Being fully aware of the shortcomings and the limitations
of our efforts this year, we believe that these interviews were
the first steps toward the smprovement of the Hai Tad pro-
grams at the Armenian schools in this region. It is alro our
belsef that the politically conscions segment of the Armenian
youth, and especially the members of the Armensan Youth
Federation, must concern themselves with the quality of the
Hai Tad programs in the Armenian schools and furthermore,
take an active role in the improvement of such programs
wherever they exist (and wherever they don't exist, Hai Tad
programs must be initiated). The upcoming AYF Annual
Convention (July 15-17) is a forum where such issues can be
discussed and the areas in which the AYF can aid such pro-

7. Organization of workshops and seminars for all instruc-  grams can be determined. ]
US Postage
PAID
l.!!. I. Il Permit No.
Haorytog 122
S5 = = a o ey

Official Publication of the
ARMENIAN YOUTH FEDERATION
ARF Youth I}Tninfbnaf Western Ametica

Haytoug
A19A West Colorado Street
Gilendale, California 91204

Glendale, CA
e



	04-05-2011 04;13;26PM
	04-05-2011 04;20;30PM

