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(Re)Defining Rehirth

Life is endless renewal. Where there
is no renewal there will be spiritual
paralysis and a slow death
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Theidea of rebirthis afamiliar one
to the Armenian people because
it has represented endurance in
the face of oppression, persever-
ance in the face of gle, and
survival in the face of oblivion.

After all, we are a people who
trace our histo%to those who
endured, led bL artan Mami
nian at the Battle of Avarayr. We
draw our strength from those

» persevered like Kevork
Chavoush and Soseh Mayrig.
We find our hope in those who
survived like the unnamed child
inthe Syrian Desert.

We are the stubborn people Sa-
royan described as not capable
of being destroyed.

The time has come for us to re-
define the concept of rebirth to
not only represent endurance,
rseverance and survival, but
0 grow to represent creation,
enlightenment, and renewal.

After all, we are also the le

built Tigranakert in : st-
century B.C., creating a Kingdom

 sea to sea. We also draw
our intellect from the Zartonk-
era of 18th-19th century, which
enlightened revolutionaries to
imagine better futures and work
to create them. We also find
our hope in the renewal of our
culture, our struggle, our objec-
tives, our means, and our com-
mitment.

Today we are the creators of our
re history. We do not acce

the idea that our culture is static.
We are surrounded by young
talents of our generation w
will continue taking inspiration
from our rich traditions in order
to develop the Armenian culture
of tomorrow.

Today our st le is not one-
dimensional. e understand
the forces we face, and strategize
on how to overcome them at all
obstacles. We categorically re-
ject the idea that the pursuit of
Justice for historical wrongs, and
working for the prosperity of our
homeland are mutually exclusive
ideas. We are no longer victims
of genocide, we are cognizant of
our rights and what is owed to
us—and we will have our justice.

Today our objectives as a people
are aligned, unified across more
lines than ever before. We pay
no attention to, nor do we give
any credence to, any differen-
tigtion, segregation, or margin-
alization of any segments of our
communities.  We recognize the
importance of engaging and ac-
tivating our masses, and ridding
our society of useless commen-
tary and pretension.

Tol?)?éd our;)d means ga-?d well ‘%}-
ve and cuttin . We
are not afraid or hesitar%a to not
on% step outside of the box, but
to kick the box over and stand
on it to attain new heights.  Our
movement is based on participa-
tion—on sharing and debating
ideas, concerns, and plans. Our
advocacy knows no bounds, our
voice knows no d

Today we aim to better ourselves
in order to better our peoPle. We
see our lives as vessels o op%-
tunity ready to work for the bet-
terment of our communities and
our homeland without any inde-
cisiveness.

Ourcommitment is renewed and
our motivation is our future.
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“By speech first, but far more
by writing, man has been able
to put something of himself
beyond death. In tradition
and 1in books an integral part
of the individual persists, for
1t can influence the minds
and actions of other people
in different places and at
i1fferent times: a row of black
marks on a page can move

a man to tears, though the
bones of him that wrote 1t are
A long ago crumbled to dust.”

-Julian Huxley

VERBA VOLANT

THE WORDS or MY GRANDFATHER tHAT NEVER FLEW AWAY

Noushig Karpanian

| am the (un)fortunate grandchild
of four individuals who all had
their respective immediate expe-
riences with the Genocide.

On my mother’s side, my grand-
father Hagop DerHagopian was
orphaned, (and only given his
last name at the orphanage on
account of his first name). He
was dropped off at an Arme-
nian orphanage by the Kurd-
ish family who took him in after
his entire family was murdered
and they sought to raise him as
one of their own, giving him the
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Kurdish name, Sedya. They real-
ized the child who was crying for
his “mama” fiercely resisted the
Kurdish ways and might never
replace “mama” with “ummi” as
they had hoped. My grandmoth-
er, Yeghsapet Minasian survived
a bit more unscathed, losing only
one brother during the marches
in the confusion and chaos of de-
portation.

| am currently working on translat-
ing m grangfather’s?ife memoirs
from Armenian to English. I've in-
cluded an excerpt here wherein

my grandfather describes his
agonizing solitude in Marash in
1922, when his mother, with no
choice after her husband and his
brother were murdered, flees
from Marash, eventually making
it to Damascus and wherein his
Kounger siblings eventually join
er viathe American missionaries
and generous efforts of the Near
East Relief. My grandfather was
21 years old in 1922 and unable
to legally leave Turkey because
he was of conscription age, and
only succeeds in leaving Marash
when he surrenders to his fate.

Pages 750-753

In the beginning of 1922 my
brother Nshan left Marash and
headed to Lebanon to the city of
Jebeil where he staKed approxi-
mately one year at the Near East
Relief Society orphanage before
heading to Damascus to join our
mother.

A few months after Nshan’s de-
parture, Mairanoush, my sister,
also left to Haleb with American
missionaries/orphanages and
from there joined my mother; my
mother hadn’t yet made it to Da-
mascus.

It was after Nshan and Maira-
noush left Marash that | was com-
pletely and utterly alone and my
situation seemed unbearable to
me.

Every minute of every day, |
would ponder and contemplate
how | also might be able to escape
Marash, my birthplace, which
before my very eyes looked like
nothing other than hell; but not a
means nor a method presented
itself as the obstacles in my way
were many.

Two or three times | made at-
tempts to requisite governmen-
tal divisions to gain legal exit,
however my filedg petitions were

My grandfather’s escape reads like a movie script; the scenes are vividl

rejected. | failed. | was unsuc-
cessful given that | was of age for
conscription. After my petition
would make its way past a few di-
visions, it would remain stuck at
the military officer’s desk. | could
not be seen by them, and in that
way | would face failure.

One day | took my petition re-
guest to the police station. A few

ays later | returned to receive an
answer but the police chief, a man
with a brute face, told me that my
background check did not raise
any suspicions however, since
I’'ve shaved my mustache they are
concerned that | do not resemble
the photograph on file.

| replied, “Efendi, my mustache
stubble is new, however one
side has grown in black while the
other blond; | have shaved it in
hopes that they will grow in simi-
lar color.”

Wouldn’t you like this response
from the police chief? He told me
to come back in eight days with-
out shaving my mustache in or-
der to verify my reply.

He wrote his notes on my applica-
tion and gave them to me. | took
mK papers, and pursued a few
others avenues but my papers

once again got stuck in the mili-
tary office. And that's where they
remained as | never went back to

claim them given my unsuccess-
ful attempts thus far.

Days would pass, months would
ass, however | still remained in
arash unable to gain a means

to escape the borders of my rav-

ished birthplace.

The majority of the city’s Arme-
nian population, with no choice in
the matter, left their homes, prop-
erties and riches and fled to Syria,
Lebanon and beyond. Every day
my worry intensified; when would
| also, and through what means,
would | free myself from this hell
incarnate of a place? | was bur-
dened by my own constant ques-
tioning; there were hardly any Ar-
menians left in Marash. (gnly God
knows how many times | got up
on my feet to head away from the
city, however, | did not succeed
due to one thousand and one ob-
stacles. Many a times | thought
to embark on my exit with my
government papers in hand, but
those were no longer in my pos-
session. And it was like this that
| surrendered to what fate had in
store, to what was literally written
on my forehead, my destiny, my
jagadakeer, though | had never
believed in such a surrender be-
fore. For, how is it that without
your own extension of your hand
that an apple will make its way
from the tree to your mouth?

SCRIPTAMANENT

haunting and though | myself

am proof of his survival, every time | re-read the pages, | do so nervously, biting my nails, forgetting to
breathe, incessantly flipping the pages just to make sure he escapes successfully and that no one points
out his ingenious disguise to Turkish gendarmes. My grandfather was of the fortunate few who not only
“made it” but who was also lucky enough to be reunited with his family whom he had no contact with for
over two years. The scenes he recaps of their reunion are gut-wrenching and bittersweet, although they
are not unique. So many stories like his occurred, but so many are unfortunately lost, or might only circu-
late orally and will soon be lost.

My grandfather made it very clear that he realized his good fortune in surviving the Genocide, in being
reunited with his family members who had also survived and he thus wrote thousands of pages during

his lifetime to preserve those stories so that his children and then unborn grandchildren would avenge
the injustices that befell the Armenians, and that the world would thus never forget the monstrosities
they faced. | now hope to do my humble part as | attempt to translate his story, Our Story. Armed with
his r\<vords, which serve as my inspiration and compass, | hope that | am one step closer to realizing his
wishes.

Verba Volant, Scripta Manent - *Latin proverb which, literally translated, means “spoken words fly away, written words remain.”
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The legal response to the Armenian Genocide

Vaché Thomassian

As a rasult of the world's inability
to eriminally punish the perpetra-
tors of the Armenian Genocide,
the Ninth World Congress of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federa-
tion made the decision to track
down and execute the most cul-
pable Ottoman leaders in a co-
vert undertaking called Ogeration
Nemesis. By the end of 1922 doz-
ens of top Turkish leaders were
extra-judicially brought to justice.

Understanding the chain of events
which led to Nemesis offers im-
jartant insight to the current dif-
iculties faced by Armenians to
achieve reparations and restitu-
tion for the crimes committed by

. Ottoman Turkey.

Post World War I

As early as May of 1915, the Al-
lied powers formally accused the
Ottoman government of crimes
against humanity (a term which
would be made infamous thirty
years |ater following the Holo-
_caust). However, following World
“War |, France focused its outrage
on Germany and pursued rap-
rochament with the Turks. After
& Bolshevik Revolution in 1917,
‘Russia lost all interest in brin mg
e Young Turks to justice. An
‘despite the well-documented and
~ harrowing accounts of American
diplomats, including Ambassador
‘Henry Morgenthau Sr., America
did not take serious steps to pun-
ish murders that killed non-Amer-
cans. More thanany other Allied

Top Photos: ARF Avengers: Arshavir Shiraki

Power, Britain took the massacre
of Armenians seriously.

In 1918, Britain had an occupying
force of over a_million soldiers
in the Ottoman Empire which al-
lowed it to exert extensive pres-
sure on the post-war government
of Sultan Mehmet V1. Further-
mare, the developed British legal
system wanted to hold individual
members of Ottoman leadership
criminally _responsible for war
crimes. ~ The Sultan, however,
feared that if he took large-scale
action to prosecute the Young
Turks it would provoke a nation-
alist revolution where he would
be overthrown.

Turkish
Courts-Martial

In 1919 under British pressure, the Sul-
tan ordered domestic Turkish courts-
martial to try Ittihadist (Committee of
Union and Progress) leaders of the Ot-
toman Empire. By April, over 100 top
Turkish officials were under amest.
In custody were the grand vizier, the
sheikh ul-lslam, the president of the
council of state, a former director of in-
telligence, the commander of the gar-
rison at Yozgat (the site of some of the
most heinous Armenian massacres),
several former valis éprnuim:ial I&u'urur-
nors) from Smyrna, Bogazlian, Mosul,
Broussa, and Diarbekir, the ministers
of justice and public instruction,
along with dozens of others.
Subsequently four major trials
began: for Armenian massacres

Shahan Natalie, Sog
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and deportations. in Yozgat and
in Trebizond, of Ittihadist leadears,
and finally for wartime Turkish
cabinet members. There were
lesser trials for atrocities in Har-
le' Mosul, Baiburt and Erzinjan.

ore trials for atrocities in Adana,
Aleppo, Bitlis, Diarbekir, Erzerum,
Marash, and Van were planned
but never held.

The first verdicts handed
down by the tribunals found Ma-
or Tevfik Bey, commander of the

ozgat police, and Yozgat lieu-
tenant governar Kemal Bey guilty
of organizing deportations, mur-
der, pillage, rabbery and crimes
against humanity and civilization.
Tevfik was sentenced to fifteen
years of hard labor and Kemal to
death. Kemal Bey's funeral be-
came a rallying point for Turkish
nationalists who were still not
convinced Turks had done wrong
during the war and were insult-
ed that punishments were being
doled out for killing Christians.

The courts-martial continued
against prominent leaders includ-
ing Said Halim Pasha, as well as
those who had fled to Germany,
including Talaat and Enver, who
were tried and sentenced to death
in absentia. The indictment of Ta-
laat and Enver read in part:

“The disaster visiting the Arme-
nians was not a local or isolated
event. It was the result of premed-
itated decision taken by a central
body; and the immolations and
excesses which took place were

Tehlirian, and Misak Torlakian

11

In the short-run, the lack of

adequate criminal prosecution of

Young Turk

leaders followy 11_1? the
Armenian Genocide led to vigila

nte

justice to preserve Afmenian

dignit In

caused gécades of denial,

e long-run it has
and has

given a path for the successor state

based on oral and written orders
issued by the central body.”

At the same time, politics began
destroying the domestic tribu-
nals. The British armyJ:resence
shrank by over two-thirds—alon

with its authority. As dozens o
the accused Turks began being
released, the British gave up on
the Ottoman trials and decided to
take custody of sixty-eight of the
most prominent prisoners who
were guilty of the most heinous
crimes and transfer them to a
British detention center in Malta.
This left the Turkish courts-mar-
tial a toothless farce.

Malta International
Tribunals

After takinch_usmdy of the pris-
oners, the British assumed that
they could implement British-
style trials to attain a just conclu-
sion. The idea of having show
trials or summarily executin
the prisoners was dismisse
outright. However, an unusual
problem presented itself: the
Armenians were slaughtered en
masse, but the massacres were
carried out under Ottoman sov-
ereignty and not under British
law, Since international law had
not yet developed, a new kind
of criminal law was needed: a
crime against humanity (this
same problem flustered the
planners of Nuremberg).

Unfortunately, the British were
slow to set up tribunals even af-
ter the signing of the Treaty of
Sevres in August 1920, which in-
cluded five articles on war crimes
including language calling for
Turks “guilty of criminal acts [to
be] brought before the military
tribunals”™ and even carved out

to avoid reparations.”

a new_independent Armenian
state. The British were left in a
uagmire, not wanting to release
the prisoners and not having the
political will to prosecute.

As Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s na-
tionalist revolt gained strength,
defeating French troops in Cilicia,
the British began cutting their loss-
es. By 1920, War Secretary Win-
ston Churchill was clearly weary
of the entire issue. He wanted to
make sure that Ataturk would not
be pushed into the arms of the
Soviet Union. When pressed to
choose between prosecuting war
criminals_and protecting British
soldiers, Churchill did not hesitate
to advocate choosing the latter.

The final straw came in August
of 1921 when Ataturk’s nation-
alists took a group of 29 Britons
hostage and demanded the re-
lease of all Turkish prisoners who
remained in Malta jails. All fifty-
nine remaining Turks in custody
were subsequently freed. Final-
ly, as a further insult, the Treaty
of Lausanne was signed in July
1923 by Ataturk, containing no
clauses on war crimes tribunals
and no mention of an indepen-
dent Armenia. British Prime Min-
ister Lloyd George referred to the
treaty as an “abject, cowardly and
infamous surrender.”

In Comparison
with Nuremberg

The lessons learned from the
failed attempts of international
justice following World War |,
along with the political commit-
ment to punish wartime aggres-
sion led to the Nuremberg trials,
crimjnally prosecuting the lead-
ership of Nazi Germany. Henry
Maorgenthau Jr. (son of Ottoman-

era US Ambassador Henry Mor=
;famhau Sr.) led calls to summar-
ily execute all top Nazi leaders
without any trials. However, the
I:_yllan set forth by War Secretary

enry Stimson to put the crimi-
nals on trial won out.

The Allied effort (led by the United
States), to punish the Nazis was
undertaken mostly out for retribu-
tion for the Nazi instigation of the
war, rather than tJust unishing
the_Ferpetratorso the Holocaust.
While the intention was to pun-
ish the Nazis for starting the war,
the legacy left by the trials is that
it was an effort to punish crimes
against humanity, namelxéthe Ho-
locaust. By 1963 over 2000 Ger-
mans were sentenced, nearly 700
to death. These trials have subse-
quently led to the 1948 adoption
of the UN Genocide Convention
as well as the later creation of the
International Criminal Court.

Aftermath

Had the war crimes tribunals held
in Constantinople been given the
opportunity to uncover evidence
and document high-level testi-
mony, as was stipulated by the
Treaty of Sevres, it would have
been significantly more difficult
for subsequent Turkish govern-
ments to deny, distort or minimize
Turkish culpability for the Arme-
nian Genocide. For Britain, it was
in their strategic interest to leave
Constantinople. For Ataturk, na-
tionalist fervor led to the establish-
ment of the Turkish Republic on
the blood of murdered Armenians.
For the Armenians, abandoned by
the international community, jus-
tice became an elusive concept.

Unlike Germany, whose Nazi-era
leaders were held criminally re-
sponsibleand punished, the Turkish

epublic has never canfronted the
Armenian Genocide. In the short-
run, the lack of adequate criminal
Frosequticn of Young Turk leaders
ollowing the Armenian Genocide
led to vigilante justice to preserve
Armenian digni In the long-run
it has caused decades of denial,
and has given a path for the suc-
cessor state to avoid reparations.
However, during the past five de-
cades, Armenians worldwide have
persevered to attain global recog-
nition of the Armenian Genocide.
While the perpetrator generation
of Turks may have escaped justice,
what remains is the civil and terri-
torial compensation to the Arme-
nian people from the benefactors
of Genocide.
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The Assassination of a Journalist in Turkey

Daniel Ohanian

January 19, 2007. Istanbul, Turkey.
At this place and on this date, a mid-
dle-aged man in a brown suit was
shot dead at point-blank range. The
three gunshots that shattered the
cool air that day sent shockwaves
through his country and the world
at large.

Before looking into the identity of
this man and the significance he
had in life and in death, it is fittin
to take a step back and take a good,
long look at the city where he lived
and died. Istanbul can be described
as a crossroad between East and
West, where the mystic Orient melts
smoothly into the hustle and bustle
of European urban centres. It can
also been seen as a panicked me-
tropolis caught between two com-
peting identities, a_microcosm of
Issues that pIa?ue Turkey at large.
Both visions of this city hold true,
and one cannot understand the as-
sassination of Hrant Dink without
understanding the society — and the
city — where he lived and in which
life was taken from him.
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Dink, ethnically Armenian, was the
editor of Agos, a bilingual Turkish-
Armenian neWS{Jaé)er. When Agos
was founded in 1996, many realised
that drastic changes needed to be
made within Turkey’s politics and
society if it was to become a demo-
cratic country. However, he became
one of the very few individuals who
would put themselves in danger in
order to make that dream a reality.

He spoke out bravely about the need
for democratisation, respect to-
wards the freedoms of expression,
press and assembly, and sought to
dispel the stron%\taboos against dis-
cussion of the Armenian Genocide
and Turkey’s Kurdish citizens. For
his activism, he was prosecuted un-
der Article 301 of the Turkish Penal
Code, an oft-condemned censorship
law that g{rants the Turkish govern-
ment the legal authority to imprison
anyone who “publicly denigrates
the Turkish nation, the Republic or
the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey”.

As a result of three very public tri-
als, Dink found himself at the receiv-
ing end of a large-scale intimida-
tion campaign. He received death
threats (which were ignored by the
authorities) and a constant stream
of hate clogged his inbox and tele-
phone line. In his last editorial he
wrote, “The judge had made a de-
cision in the name of the ‘Turkish
nation” and had it legally registered
that | had ‘denigrated Turkishness.” |
could have coped with anything but
this. [...] Those who tried to single
me out and weaken me have suc-
ceeded.”

Hrant Dink was murdered by Ogun
Samast, a 17 year old Turkish youth
who had travelled 900 km to kill the
journalist. After his arrest, Samast
was photographed posing with a
Turkish flaP, flanked by two proud-
looking policemen. Four years after
the crime, observers of Turkish Jt;J
dicial law note that Samast may be
released if the murder trial — already
criticised for its slow pace — isn't
wrapped up by 2012.

Insufficient

Half-Measures

What has changed since January
2007? Within the administration, not
much at all. Some notable
stories that made head-
lines are the imprisonment
of a 15 year old Kurdish
girl who was found guilty
of throwing rocks durln% a
olitical rally, the possible
anning of Facebook (You-
Tube has been blocked
since 2007), and the pro-
osed dismantlement of a
urkish-Armenian  friend-
ship statue.

For over a century, succes-
sive Turkish governments
have been using shallow
half-measures to appease
foreign observers and to
feign true democratisa-
tion. Homogenisation of
the Anatolian peninsula through
suppression of ethnic diversity is
not a new state policy. After most
Armenians, Greeks and Assyrians
had been eliminated by Ottoman
leaders during the 1914-1923 geno-
cide, the new Republic focused its
attention upon its Arab and Kurdish
citizens, subjecting them to policies
of forced assimilation.

Use of the Kurdish language in the
public sphere was illegal from 1925
to 1991. Fortunately, over the past
20 years, some new policies have
appeared to give Turkey’'s Kurdish
minority equal standing with their
fellow citizens of Turkish ethnicity.
However, Prof. Amir Hassanpour of
the University of Toronto looks be-
neath the surface: “No one can deny
that this is a different Turkey. There
is, for example, Kurdish broadcast-
ing by the government on a limited
scale. One should appreciate that
it is now possible for media to be
published in Kurdish — it is no lon-
ﬂer a crime against the state. What
as not changed, however, are the
gllovernment's assimilation policies.
hese new ‘rights’ are a way to
satisfy the European Union, but to
maintain the linguicidal policy.”

According to a recent Human Rights
Watch report, although Kurds now
have the “right” to their own press,
newspapers continue to be shut
down and their journalists incarcer-
ated based on 1!ictitious ties to ter-
rorism. Another such “right” is the
legalisation of Kurdish-language
education, a development which
is handicapped, says Dr. Hassan-

our, by three strict preconditions:
essons must be given only on
weekends, when kids have little
incentive to study; teachers must
be approved by the government,
ensuring that the state’s nationalist
discourse is not challenged; and

students must be over 12 years old,
ensuring that they are brought up
“Turkish” during their key formative
years.

Winds of Change

Within Turkish society, the develop-
ment of a conscious and reflective
populace can be seen and has to be
encouraged. During Hrant Dink’s
funeral, 100 000 fpeople marched
down the streets of Istanbul carrying
placards which read “We are all Ar-
menian” and “We are all Hrant Dink.”
His weekly newspaper, it should be
noted, was a meagre 12 pages lon
and had a subscriber base of only
000 readers in a country of 70 million.
Yet his words rang Ioudl\ﬁ_against the
oppressive taboos of the Turkish gov-
ernment and conservative society.

Before his death, in September
2005, a conference about the Ar-
menian Genocide was held at Bilgi
University for the first time ever.
Originally set for May, it had to be
rescheduled and relocated after
the justice minister made charges
of treason against its organisers
and the courts attempted to censor
the speakers. Since 2007, similar
events have included a celebration
of the work of Armenian composer
and Genocide victim Gomidas, an
exhibition of Armenian architecture,
and four separate —though painfully
small — Genocide commemoration
events in Istanbul.

In recent years, crypto-Armenians
have been gradually coming out

of hiding and openly acknowledg-
ing their Armenian Iinea?e. One of
the most moving examples of this is
written about in My Grandmother, a
book by lawyer Fethiye Cetin. She
tells of how her grandmother, at the
age of 90, reveals to her that she is
in fact an Armenian, ab-
ducted as a young girl from
a deportation caravan in
the desert and married off
to a Turkish man. Having
received unprecedente
popularity, Cetin’s book is
now in its 7th edition.

In Dink’s absence, his vi-
sion of Turkey continues to
be pursued by other out-
spoken members of Turk-
ish society. Among them
are Ragip Zarakolu and his
late wite, who have been
taken to court over 40 times
for the books they publish;
Nobel Laureate Orhan Pa-
muk; Hrant’'s son, Arat
Dink; and Hasan Cemal, grandson
of a genocide mastermind who has
drawn attention to and denounced
the policies of his ancestor. These
intellectuals are slowly overcom-
ing the monolithic taboos that have
fragmented Turkish historical identi-
ty and are paving the way for a new
—and more honest — Turkey.

Reflections

Although Hrant Dink died four years
ago, his memory and legacy live on.
Every year following Dink’s assas-
sination, thousands have gathered
outside his office. They stand to-
gether not only to commemorate,

ut also to show the state that they
have not forgotten the way in which
their government betrayed their fel-
low Istanbulu.

As we commemorate Hrant's death
every January 19th, we cannot hel
but look back as we move forward.
There must come a time when in-
stead of immortalising genocidaires
by naming streets and erecting stat-
ues in their honour, the government
of Turkey will choose to celebrate
the true heroes of its history: the
hundreds of Turks and Kurds who
saved Armenians in 1914-1923.

Only through honest introspection
can Hrant Dink's dream be rea-
lised: a Turkey which accepts its
past and respects the rights of all
its citizens, regardless of ethnicity.
In the meantime, we wait with bat-
ed breath, wary of when the next
gunshot will ring.
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