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EDITORIAL

While compiling this issue of Haytoug, the staff had the opportunity to inter-
view the chairman of the ANCA, Ken Hachikian. During our conversation,
Mr. Hachikian admitted that when the ANCA Office in Washington opened
people didn't believe that the ANCA could accomplish what it does today.

People would laugh at the thought of U.S. Senators working for the recognition of the Armenian Genocide. People would laugh at the
idea of a Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues. People never thought we can get as far as we have today.

This reality proves that with hard work even the impossible is possible. This reality tells us that if in 20 years we went from nothing to
136 members in the Congressional Caucus on Armenian [ssues, from nothing to 37 U.S. states recognizing the Armenian Genocide,
from nothing to a California Trade Office in Yerevan, then the achievement of all our goals is not only possible but probable. But the
achievement of our goals will only come with an even greater amount of work, an even greater amount of activism, and an even greater
number of activists. This reality, on the other hand, shows that we still have a long road ahead.

Proper recognition of the Genocide by the U.S Federal Government, by the international arena, and by Turkey has yet to be accom-
plished. The Arisakh conflict has yet to be completely resolved. The social, economic, and political well-being of our homeland has yet
to be fully secured.

The youth of today have the responsibility of overcoming these and many other challenges we face. If we survived Genocide, if we
gained independence from the Ottoman Empire, and if we liberated Artsakh, then we can even exceed our own expectations. Our goals
are clear and the means are at our disposal, All that is lefi is the well-planned, effective, and efficient implementation of our responsibil-
ities.
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YEREVAN (ARF Press Office)—An intensive program of

Association attended the weekend seminar, which consisted of

coursework in public relations was presented to a select group of &0 ) e taught by two public relations professionals.

ARF vouth from Armenia and Artsakh June 4-6, at the Armenian
Writers' Home, in Tsaghkadzor, Armenia.

The coursework covered an introduction to public rela-

tions, research, strategies, tactics, practical skills, and ethical stan-

The seminar, which took place in an atmosphere of warm dards in public relations.

camaraderie, was characterized by a comprehensive syllabus and
the implementation of modem teaching methods.
Fifieen members of the ARF youth organizations of
Armenia and Artsakh and the Nigol Aghbalian Student

Those who successfully completed the program received

certificates.
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STAFFWRITER
Interview with AYF Western Region delegate to the Americas Social Forum, Serouj Aprahamian

On July 25, three members of the Armenian Youth
Federation representing the Eastern US, Western US, and South
American regions of the organization participated in the first
Americas Social Forum in Quito, Ecuador organized by the World
Social Forum and the Hemispheric Council of the Americas, Sossi
Essajanian (Boston), Christian Topakbassian (Argentina), and
Serouj Aprahamian (Los Angeles) took part in the week-long
forum, which focused on contributing to social networking and the
development of critical and diverse thought. Through its various
themes, the program aimed to reflect the most crucial problems in
the Americas and its interrelation with the world.

During the forum, the AYF members participated in con-
ferences, panels, and seminars dealing with issues such as popular
sovereignty, human rights, social movements, migration and human
displacement, alliances and political parties, the media consensus,
issues with unpayable debt, social rights, and building truth and
justice, Throughout the discussions and presentations, the delegates
listened to the causes, problems, and experiences of the indigenous
peoples of Latin American countries including Peru, Chile, and
Columbia.

Can you please give a brief deseription about the Americas
Social Forum? What other organizations and groups partici-
pated?

The Americas Social Forum (ASF) is part of the World Social
Forum (WSF) process which was initiated in 2001, The WSF was
initially formed as an alternative and counterweight to the World
Economic Forum, which since 1971 has been annually gathering
corporate leaders, politicians, and the elite of neo-liberal thinkers to
discuss global issues. The purpose of the WSF is to gather groups
and individuals opposed to the current form of corporate globaliza-
tion and steer the world towards a more just, humane, and sustain-
able direction. Thus, every year, the WSF atiracts thousands of
activists under the slogan "Another World is Possible.”

The ASF is a regional meeting of the WSF which focuses specif-
cally on issues relevant to the Americas. This was the first time the
ASF was held and it took place on July 25-30 in Quito, Ecuador.
There were around 10,000 people in attendance with participants
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from over 35 countries present, The vast majority of
people there were from Latin America, but there were also
several groups from Canada and the US.

There was a very strong presence of indigenous groups at the
ASF. There were also various environmental, human rights,
labor, student, youth, civil society, and anti-war groups in
attendance.

The AYF recently took part in the Americas Social
Forum. Can you please provide information about the
participation level of the
AYF? What was the
AYF's goals at the
Americas Social Forum?,
What did the AYF
Achieve there?

The ASF serves mainly as
a forum for dialogue and
discussion. [t consists of
numerous forums, panels,
workshops, roundtables, and lectures where issues of con-
cern for the Americas are discussed. Our goals as the AYF
were to learn about the experiences of others fighting against
injustice and, in turn, share our experiences and struggles
with fellow forum participants. We actively participated in
all of the activities of the ASF, including a march which was
held in the streets of Quito to protest the proposed Free
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).

At many of the workshops and panels we were able to ask
questions, share our experiences, and explain how i1ssues
such as human rights violations and poverty have affected
the Armenian people. We also put up countless posters and
flyers regarding the Armenian Genocide throughout the cam-
puses where the ASF took place. In addition, we passed out
literature about the Genocide and AYF activities to the atten-
dees.
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Finally, the ASF was a major event in Latin America
which received wide press coverage throughout the
hemisphere. | myself was interviewed by reporters
from such countries as Ecuador, Columbia, and South
Adfrica. The two other ungers also did interviews with
the press and, each time, we explained the activities of
the AYF on issues of imporiance to the Armenian peo-
ple.

How can the AYF and the Armenian youth in gen-
eral benefit from the Americas Social Forum and
other such arenas?

By just having a presence at such a world forum, we
are presenting a voice for the Armenian people to
organizations and activists from around the world. We
can inform them about the issues important to us and
seek to gain their solidarity. By building bridges with
fellow participants we are gaining future allies and
supporters. For instance, when we met groups from the
United States at the ASF, we always mentioned the
ANCA posicard campaign we are working on and
asked them for their support.

Also, the issues that are being diseussed at forums
suchr as the ASF effect the entire globe, including
Armenia, The way the world's economy is now run is
only making the rich richer and the poor poorer. It is
clear that we need alternatives to the neo-liberal poli-
cies currently being forced upon less developed coun-
tries. Forums like the ASF are leading the way and
saying, "another world is possible.” These forums are
also standing up in defense of international law, human
rights, and calling for the prosecution of crimes against
humanity. It is important that the AYF participate in
such forums and work with others to further strengthen
social justice throughout the world.

Furthermore, by staying in tune with what is going on
throughout the world, we can be more aware of effec-
tive strategies to deal with our own problems. The ASF
is a good venue to share ideas and experiences with
other activists,

Finally, aside from raising awareness about issues such
as the Genocide, our purpose at such forums should be
to expose Turkey as the rogue state that it currently is.
Like the AYF, those who attend the ASF and WSF are
for human righis, freedom of expression, cultural
preservation, and the prosecution of crimes against
humanity, We must let them know about the numerous
crimes of the Turkish state and make the prosecution
of such crimes part of the agenda of such forums. It is
up to us to make sure the world knows about what
Turkey really stands for and work on a global level to
end its abuses,

Christian Topakbassian, Serou Aprahamian, and Sossi Essajanan
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As someone who has represented the AYF Western Region at the
IUSY World Congress and now the Americas Social Forum, what
message can you give to the Armenian youth here in the Western
United States?

My message to the Armenian youth here in the Western United States
would be to understand that we are living in an increasingly shrinking
world. What happens in one part of the globe can and will effect what
happens in another. We must begin thinking on a more global level

and working with others across borders in order to be effective. Also,
being in Quito and seeing the thousands of activists from Latin

America, who are doing so much with so little, made me realize that

we in the U.S. can be doing a lot more with all of the resources and
relative freedom available to us.




2nd Annual

LITTLE ARMENIA
Cleanup

STAFFWRITER

The AYF has begun the planning and
organization of the Second Annual Little
Armenia Cleanup scheduled to take place on

September 25.

The cleanup. which again is cosponsored by Los
Angeles City Council Member Eric Gareetti's offi
begin at 8:30 am with an opening ceremony, including
remarks by Council Member Garcetti. Volunteers for the
cleanup will work to remove litter and unwanted weeds from
the streets and sidewalks.

Last year's Little Armenia Cleanup attracted close to
400 volunteers who collectively cleaned up over 23.000 lbs. of
trash from Litile Armenia streets and sidewalks according to
the Los Angeles City Sanitation Department. Last year as a
part of the cleanup effort, the AYF also erected more than 35
"Welcome to Little Armenia” light-post banners on major
Little Armenia streets.

The cleanup, a project of the AYF's Little Armenia
Beautification Program, will include the renewal of the
"Welcome to Little Armenia” banners placed on various major
intersections of Little Armema,

"It is an honor for the Armenian-American communi-
ty to have an area of the City of Los Angeles named after our
homeland," said Vicken Sosikian, Chairman of the AYT
Western Region. "Since October of 2000 we have enjoyed this
honor, and feel that we not only need to give back to Little
Armenia and its residents, but also to the City of Los
Angeles."

The AYF counts on the support of the Armenian com-
munity to make this community outreach event a success.
Those who are interested in volunteering for the cleanup or

contributing to the effort in any way should email the AYF
at AYF@AY Fwest.org.




STAFFWRITER

The Armenian-American community of Southern
California concluded this year's Armenian Independence Day
celebrations with a picnic-festival held at the Holy Martyrs
Ferrahian Armenian Pre-School on Monday, May 31st.

The picnic-festival officially began with the singing of
the Armenian National Anthem performed by Sose Keshishian.
Thereafter, singers Paul Baghdadlian, Harout Hagopian, Nersik
Ispirian, Joseph Krikorian, Ara Sahagian, Sako, and Hovannes
Shahbazian performed cultural and patriotic songs for a crowd
of over 1500.

"We are honored to provide our community a vibrant
venue through which they can celebrate our first independence,”

STAFFWRITER

The AYF has chosen the seven recipients of the 2004
"Nanor Krikorian" Scholarship.

Ower 30 scholarship applications, which were made
available to all high school seniors of Armenian descent, were
received. After closely reviewing all applications 11 finalists
were called for interviews, of which seven were chosen to
receive scholarships.

The AYF provided a total of $3500 in scholarships to a
total of seven qualified applicants. The recipients were Hovik
Dermenchyan of El Camino High School, Talar Kharadjian and
Marilyn Keoseyan of Granada Hills High School, Victoria
Shpak and Lucinee Tovmasyan of Montebello High School, and
Matalie Djabourian and Talar Gurunian of Mesrobian High
School.

Each of the seven scholarship recipients have not only
achieved exemplary academic goals, but have also held roles as
activists in the Armenian community, while displaying com-

said Shant Baboujian, director of the organizing committee.
"While celebrating the victories of 1918 however, we must
always continue our work to overcome the many challenges our
nation faces today,” explained Baboujian.

Ower 25 vendors lined the picnie field where they sold
artwork, ceramics, jewelry, t-shirts, clothes, and desserts.
Community organizations including the Armenian Relief
Society, Homenetmen, ANCA, and Pyunic were also present,
disseminating organizational information to guests.

The picnic concluded at 8pm with the singing of “Aruynod
Trosh.”

“"“Nanor Krikarian®
Scholarsnip Recepiencs
Chosen

mendable dedication to cultural, political, and community
involvement.

"The AYF prides itself in contributing to the education
of the youth," said scholarship coordinator Ani Garibyan. "We
are proud of the recipients and know that our investment in
them will pay off with dividends to the Armenian-American
community in the future."

Now in its second year, the “Nanor Krikorian™
Scholarship has awarded 16 graduating high school seniors of
Armenian descent a total of 36100, The scholarship is named
after a young AYF activist, Nanor Krikorian, whose life was cut
short by cancer. Those interested in contributing to the expan-
sion of the scholarship can mail donations, payable to AYF, to
104 N. Belmont St. #206 Glendale, CA 91206,

Applications for the scholarship are available at
AYFwest.org and can be submitted year round.
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Questions to the

ARMENIAN
] REVOLUTIONARY
FEDERATION

DURING THE 2003 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN ARMENIA, THE ARF ANSWERED VARIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
PARTY'S STRUCTURE, IDEOLOGY, PLATFORM, WORLDVIEW, AND ACTIVITIES. THE GENERAL ARMENIAN POPULACE WAS
THE SOURCE OF THE QUESIONS, THE AYF's ALP 1S CURRENTLY WORKING ON THE TRANSLATION OF ALL THESE QUES-
TIONS AND ANSWERS. TWO SAMPLES OF THEIR WORK IN PROGRESS COMPRISE THE CONTENT OF THIS ARTICLE.

Has not the ARF extremely adhered to its traditions? Why does it not take steps to modernize and reform? F
example, what meaning does taking an oath on a gun have today? If someone is dismissed from the ARF, can

that person remain Dashnaktsakan outside of ARF?

The ARF, as it stands, is the active political party in
Armenia that has a unique historical, political, and moral
inheritance. If these traits were to lose their contemporary
pertinence, then naturally they would hinder the party and the
growth of our political lives. Fortunately, the past few years
have proven that the ARF is one of Armenia's most vigorous
and solid parties and that is due to the vitality of its socialist
and national ideas. It is not that the ARF adheres to its tradi-
tions; rather, it continues to profess and pursue cherished goals
of the Armenian people that it has been devoted to for decades
and remains dedicated to today. ARF's tradition is also its his-
torical experience that can at least be a source

of knowledge when it does not apply to a cer-
tain time period. Modemization and reform .

occur according to the demands of the time

and our lives. It is a relationship where the
individual helps the public to reform and the
public forces the individual to reform and
modemize. Rapid advancement causes disor- = —
der and falling behind causes chaos. The 7 gy
individual is not a singular existence, rather it
is hiologically tied to the whole. The stan-
dards of value do not need to be modernized, because the
issues have not yet changed. Another problem that stems from
the topic of values and goals is that each party must attempt 1o
communicate and work using modern methods. The people
may judge how successful the ARF has been to that end.

With regard to taking an oath on a gun, let us remem-
ber that governments, too, have their symbolism. If, for exam-
ple, soldiers parade through the streets or greet government
figures it cannot be concluded that a war is forthcoming.
Referring back to a party's coat of arms, oath, or slogan it
becomes obvious what those that concentrate on these things
want form the ARF, but those are only details that may even
lose their meaning through the changing times and transform
from tradition to ritual.

During times of peace, swearing on a gun is only a

ritual. However, in times of war and when the country is in dan-
ger then all will take an oath on a gun. Why do we erect statues
of our heroes and depict Mt. Ararat everywhere? Symbols
remind us of the past glory and motivate us to secure a bright
future. Similar symbaols awaken the heroism in the young gener-
ation's blood and the belief in their forefather's words and deeds.
Imagine how poor our lives would be without the inspiration that
is passed down to us through stories, songs, epics, and heroic
battles. The ARF, whose history is part of the last one hundred
years of Armenian history, traditionally passes on its knowledge
that comes from its experiences and is meant for tomorrow. As
you already know, the ceremony of taking an
oath on a gun happens many times in public
where students, intellectuals, the elderly, and
sometimes people who have nothing to do with
guns take their oath. We think, and this proves
it, that the said ritual has only a symbolic mean-
ing. The ritual should be referred to with
respect and no hidden meaning should be sought
_=after. In all the capitals of the world, with dif-
dferent clothes and different marches, soldiers

e ® —— —— Sguard cemeteries, palaces, etc... What meaning

should we look for in that old-fashioned, unreformed uniform or
march? No meaning can be found. But symbolism can be
found... When we did not have a government or an army, those
political parties and groups that swore on a gun carried in them
the seeds of sovereignty. The ARF was one of those political
parties.

If someone is dismissed from the party then sthe cannot
remain Dashnaktsakan, although many who have been dismissed
gather around ARF if they continue to share the same moral stan-
dards and goals. As a matter of fact, there are many people who
are not Dashnaktsakan but continue to work with the party, are
present at party functions, and vote according to the party's polit-
ical view. However, being a Dashnakisakan means accepting
certain responsibilities that cannot be forced upon others.




Explain the difference between non-ARF and ARF
officlals in terms of moral character and sense of
responsibility. Is the ARF minister, governor, or
ordinary official responsible to the party?

We desire that there be no difference between ARF and
non-ARF officials, especially with regard to moral character and the
sense of responsibility towards the work undertaken. For us, in any
case, these two requirements remain primary, because we feel that
an immoral man cannot become an honest official; and an irrespon-
sible official cannot help; but rather can only harm, the projects on
which s'he works. We also believe that if those individuals holding
a position as an official are going to differ from one another, then
they should differ only in their political preferences and viewpoints.
And this shall be manifested when they hold a political post.

In terms of accountability to the party for the ARF official,
it is imperative to separate party affairs from governmental work.
The governmental official, realizing governmental functions, must
be held accountable for his'her work by the government, and espe-
cially by its organization, collective body, and leadership, Otherwise
we will repeat the mistake of the communist social order - where
the party was actually realizing the functions of the-executive lead-
ership, while the true executive leadership was merely the party's
tool. On the other hand, this does not mean that the party, after hav-
ing sentits representative to perform governmental responsibilities,
should not consider itself respansible for the way in which it is
being manifested.

The ARF finds that cach political party, having sent any of
its members-to perform governmental duties. 15 responsible for
demanding-that its representative carries out histher work conscien-
tiously, with devotion, and that s'he is principled and ethical. And
that, first and foremosi, means sincere commitment to the ideas,
goals, and principles that have been announced. It means respecting
law and order, placing the country and government's interests before
personal gain, diligently and loyally performing the undertaken
obligations, and through all that, justifying the party's faith in offi-
cial.

The ARF, like any other political party, certainly cannot
intervene in governmental-work in order to ascertain the work of its
representative. However,»when discontent resounds, when the gov-
ernment or the people express negative attitudes toward the given
official, the political party can profess its stance, expel the given
person from its ranks, and apprise the public of its decisions. In
spite of this, it is much more important not to announce its positions
in retrospect, but that the party, approaching the situation seriously,
knows whom it is sending to carry out governmental work, and that
the candidate has a sense of responsibility towards the government,
the work at hand, and towards the party that has trusied him/her,
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Interview with ANCA Capital Gateway Program Participant, Tsoghig Margossian

The ANCA Capital Gateway Program is designed to
assist Armenian Americans across the U.S. to find job and
internship opportunities on Capitol Hill or other government
agencies in Washington, DC. The program builds on the suc-
cessful 20-year old ANCA Leo Sarkisian Summer Internship
Program, which has brought hundreds of youth leaders to
Washington, DC to learn about the American political process
and the key role Armenian Americans play in advancing issues
of concern to our community.

The ANCA offers approved applicants its assistance in
finding full time work or an intermship on Capitol Hill, other
government agencics or think tanks in Washington, DC. The
ANCA also provides leads on job and internship openings and a
base for candidates to conduct their search. Information on uni-
versity sponsored semester-in-Washington, DC programs are
also available for students. Approved candidates are assisted
based on their individual needs. Graduates seeking jobs will
have access to ANCA office facilities (computers, internet
access, phone, fax, etc.) to conduct their job search. The ANCA
offers leads and contacts to potential positions in Congressional
olfices. For students secking internships, the ANCA will help
secure a position prior to their arrival, If a student is participat-
ing in the program through their university, the ANCA will help
ensure that all the requirements are met-and that the student is
established in Washington to complete the semester.

Jou may comtact the ANCA Capital Gateway Program Directon;
Arsiviel Kichikian, directly at arsinef@anca.ong.

How did you hear about the Capital Gateway Program?
When | went to Washington to work as a volunteer at the ANCA
office and an Intern in Congressman Schiff's office, [ heard
about the program. The chance to live and work in Washington
was an amazing opportunity that [ did not want to miss out on,

What internship or job opportunity did you get from the
Capital Gateway Program?

Thanks to support provided by the ANCA office, including the
use of their resources, and their help in reviewing and improving
my resume, | was able to get a job as a Staff Assistant in
Congressman Bob Filner's (Democrat from San Diego) DC
office. As a Staff Assistant, my job included many administrative
duties, like giving tours of the Capitol to constituents, but | was
also the Congressman's policy assistant on Armenian issues,
Whenever the Congressman made any decision regarding
Armenia, and for that matter Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, or the
Kurds I did all the research and | made policy recommendations,
none of which he disagreed with.

How has the Capital Gateway Program helped you in your
personal career goals?

Because the Capital Gateway Program helped me get my first

job in Congressman Filner's office, my view of the job market

has broadened over a hundred times! There are so many oppor-
tunities that are made available after working for a member of
congress. | now work for the American Civil Liberties Union as

a Legislative Assistant, and the only reason 1 was able to get this
new job was because 1 was the only "Hill" staffer that applied. |
got the job over people with law degrees and other valuable
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experiences just because | had worked for a member of Congress;
and without the Capital Gateway Program, there's no way 1 would
have had the necessary resources | needed to get my first job with
Congressman Filner.

How do you think the Capital Gateway Program helps the
Armenian Cause?

The Capital Gateway Program helps the Armenian cause in a way
that is immeasurable. By working on Capitol Hill as a Staff
Assistant, | was given the opportunity to advise the Congressman
on what he should do on Armenian issues. The more Armenians
we have working on the Hill and advising members of Congress
on Armenian issues, the more powerful the Armenians will
become. Members of Congress want to represent their con-
stituents’ concermns to the best of their abilities without going
against something they morally believe in. They also cannot be
experts on every issue, and what [ mean by every issue is that
members of Congress have to deal with health, environment, civil
rights, foreign affairs, military, transportation and a thousand

-
Miia

other things. The staff they hire are people they trust whose job is
to give the Congressman/woman all the necessary information on
any given topic and to advise them of what they do. Having
Armenians in those positions would have an enormous impact on
the way Armenian issues are dealt with in Congress.

What message do you have for Armenian youth interested in
politics?

Any Armenian youth who is even remotely interested in politics
should consider this program. Without throwing yourself directly
into something like this program, you will never know how many
doors can be opened. Once you participate in this program and

get your first cool job, the job opportunities get more and more
exciting and interesting,
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Can you please tell us a little about yourself? Your educa-
tional and professional background and experience? Your
organizational experience and background?

I went to public schools in Boston, then graduated from Harvard
College with a Bachelors degree in Economics with honors in
1971. | graduated from Harvard Business School with the high-
est honors in 1973, 1 worked for the Boston Consulting Group
from 1973-1982 working in the field of corporate strategy for
Fortune 500 companies. Since then, | have been the president of
various businesses, some [ started, others which were owned by
others, and one | bought. | joined the AYF in 1965, was elected
to the CE in 1967 at the age of 17, served 4 years, the last as
chairman. | joined the ARF in 1967, have served on the execu-
tive of my gomideh several times and served on the CC from
1983-1987. I have served on several special committees appoint-
ed by the CC and have attended many regional conventions. |
was appointed chairman of the ANCA in May 2001.

What are some of the top priorities for the ANCA right now?
Well, this is an election vear, and we become heavily involved in
local, state, national, and presidential politics. At any given

local level, the local ANCA's will make
endorsements and actively work for can-
didates. At the state level the same thing
will oceur for gubernatorial races or
other state-wide races: we endorse vari-
ous congressional candidates and we
actively work for them. We hold
fundraisers for them as well as having
grassroots volunteers working their cam-
paigns to assist in their re-clection. This
year we have chosen, as we have in the
past, to endorse a presidential candidate
whom we believe will be most support-
ive of issues of concern to Armenian-
Americans. As you probably know the
ANCA has endorsed Senator John Kerry
from Massachusetts, and we are working very diligently, in a
number of ways, to promote his candidacy particularly in states
that are so-called toss-up or hotly contested states, of which
there are 17 or 18, In many of those states there are significant
Armenian populations such as Michigan, Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania, Florida, and Nevada to name a couple. In such
states the race will literally be decided by a few points and the
active involvement and participation of Armenians could make a
significant difference on that outcome,

We also, in terms of present day priorities, have been working

very actively on something called the "Schiff Amendment." This

is an amendment that Congressman Adam Schiff (who repre-

sents a congressional district in Southern California that encom-
4 Passes among other arcas Glendale) introduced to the

interview with

“_..I would urge and encourage our youth to get involved.
Get involved in those areas that are of interest to you...”

ANCA chairman Ken Hachikian with Senator John

Kerry and Theresa Heinz Kerry

appropriations bill for foreign operations which includes for-
cign aid. The short version of the amendment was that it pro-
hibited the government of Turkey from using any funds that it
receives from the US to lobby against recognition of the
Armenian Genocide. This amendment was proposed on the
floor of the House of Representatives and was unanimously
passed by voice vote. Now the amendment goes to what's
called a Conference Committee to reconcile the bill with the
version that the Senate will pass. The Senate has not yet
passed it, so we are working hard to get the Senate version to
include this amendment and for the version that comes out of
the Conference Committee to reflect this. The Speaker of the
House, Dennis Hastert, has indicated that he opposes the
amendment and has asked the House Conferees to oppose it
as well. We know some of the conferces have indicated to us
that they will support it, but it's still an uphill struggle.

The Genocide Resolutions in the House of Representatives
and the Senate are also a priority. However, in each chamber,
the leadership in the house, the Speaker of the House, Dennis
Hastert, and the Majority Leader, Tom Delay, have refused to
allow a vote on the House Resolution and
@" in the Senate Majority Leader, Senator

B Frist from Tennessee, has also refused to
allow a vote. In cach case, they are, in my
view, afraid to allow a vote because they
know it will pass. Just as the Schifl
Amendment passed overwhelmingly, 1 am
certain that in the House of
Representatives an overwhelming majority
will pass the Genocide Resolution. In the
Senate 1 am also positive that it would
readily pass. We already have 40 senators
who have co-sponsored the bill and we
have a number of others who either will
come aboard shortly or who have indicated
that in the event that there is a vote, they
would vote with us. Unfortunately, the leadership won't allow
a vote, and frankly it's one of the reasons why we cannot sup-
port President Bush in his re-election bid, because both lead-
ers of the House and Senate indicate that they are not allow-
ing a vote at the request of the administration.

How do you see the future of both ANCA and our efforts
in the US generally?

When the ANC office was opened 20 years ago, if you would
have asked if what we are now accomplishing was possible,
people would have laughed at us. For one thing Armenia was-
n't independent at that time; to many people it seemed but a
dream and an unnecessary effort that there was an advocacy

or lobbying office in Washington. Twenty years later, [ think



*...what'l would tell our youth is that do not for a moment think the

actions of'one or a few do not have an impact. ”
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everybody understands the wisdom of opening that office,
building our grassroots effort, and everybody can see the bene-
fits. Ten or twenty years down the road. 1 would actually put that
question in challenge back at our youth. 1 don't consider myself
an old man, but in 10 or 20 years the leadership of these activi-
ties will, out of necessity, come out of the ranks of our youth and
I for one am optimistic that leaders will step forward and that
they will not only just pick up the ball, but they will advance it
aggressively and even better than we have done. The success in
that, frankly, does not come from our existence in Washington or
from having strong staff and leaders in Washington (although
that is obviously of some help). What really matters in advanc-
ing our cause is our ability to have grassroots support, organiza-
tion, and strength, Armenians represent one half of one percent
of the population of the US, Yet, out of the entire House of
Representatives (where there are 435 members), only 131 belong
to the Armenian Caucus. That is 30% of the entire Congress,
That's a very significant achievement, but it in fact is a reflection
of our grassroots support, What | would hope and anticipate is
that 131 grows to 150, 60, 70 whatever, in that within a relative-
ly short period of time we have a majority of the House be part
of the Armenian Caucus. Should that oceur, and I do really
believe it is within reach, we would obviously have a stronger
hand to advance our agenda. Anytime you have an administra-
tion that is working against you, and a State Department, and a
Defense Department working against you, 30% of Congress isn't
enough. So, our future is dependant upon the leadership that
comes out of our younger ranks, | am optimistic that they will
continue to be successful. Interestingly, 10 years ago one of the
key things that we rely upon today would not have been forecast
and I think will become increasingly important in the future is
the role of technology. We email our activists, we communicate
on a regular basis using the internet, and [ believe that it will
become an increasingly important mechanism in order to effec-
tively and efficiently organize and communicate our perspectives
on issues of concern to us.

Given the fact that you have been where we are right now, as
in, you have been an AYF member, you have served on
Central Executive, and now you serve as the chairman of the
ANCA, what message do you have for our members and the
Armenian youth in general?

Well, what 1 would tell our youth is that do not for a moment

think the actions of one or a few do not have an impact. First of

all, that is literally not true. The actions of one or few can have a
very significant impact. But beyond that, it is in my view a

moral copout to say "l am just one, and I can't have an impact.”
Quite the opposite, an effective leader, whether it is a local or

state or national level can have a significant impact. And |

would urge and encourage our youth to get involved. Get

involved in those areas that are of interest to you, if it's on issues

THE ANICA

of Genocide, get involved there. If it's on issues of economic
well-being and prosperity with Armenia, get involved there,
We have a wide array of arenas; we have opportunities in
Washington for people to do summer internships; and we have |
opportunities in our Capital Gateway Program for people to I
get placed in Washington jobs. What | would tell our vouth is

that it is remarkably easy to have an impact. You simply need

to be interested and that they have a moral responsibility both

to themselves and their ancestors to pick up the ball, stay

involved, and to make a difference. And truly, you can make a
difference.

Presidential candidates have recognized the Genocide dur-
ing their campaigns, but when they get elected to president,
things change. What assurances do we have with Senator
Kerry?

Well first of all we have no assurances, let's not kid ourselves.

We try every way we can to commit somebody to these posi-

tions both in writing and orally and in as many statements that

they would issue as possible. So one way is to create a track
record; the longer and the more extensive a track record is the
more difficult it is for someone to back away from that.

In the case of Senator Kerry, what [ am hopeful about is that
he comes from a state MA where there is an extensive
Armenian community and he has a personal connection to
Armenian constituents, he personally knows Armenians and is
familiar with the issues. When [ first met him a couple months
ago the very first thing he said to me when I introduced myself
as the chairman of the ANCA, was | was there in 1990 voting
with Beb Dole on the Genocide Resolution in the US Senate.
He instantly said that; he didn't have an aid whisper that in his
ear; he didn't know | was next in line to talk to him. So |
would say he clearly has an awareness and familiarity with our
issues that Clinton didn't have. I am not deluding myself; the
people, who are in the midlevels of the State Department, will
be in the midlevels of the State Department again and we're
going to have to fight those battles. We hope to have a presi-
dent who will stick to his word and if 1 were to predict [ guess
my prediction is he will, but of course he will be under a lot of
pressure. If you read the press you can see the Turkish news-
papers are very upset about Kerry's candidacy and (even
though they have issues with Bush around Irag) are actually,
because of Kerry's positions, supporting Bush. So our Turkish
observers are concerned about Kerry's election and hopefully
that's a good sign.
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In a move expected to impact electoral outcomes
in key presidential election swing states this November, the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA), the
nation's grassroots Armenian-American organization,

announced its endorsement of the Kerry-Edwards ticket.
jf

ENIC LY,

\¢

"For Armenian-Americans, the clear choice is John
Kerry," said ANCA Chairman Ken Hachikian. "Senator Kerry
has been a friend of the Armenian-American community for
over twenty years, with a proven track record of fighting hard
for issues of concern to Armenian-Americans across the nation.
He faces an incumbent, President Bush, whose record on
Armenian issues has grown progressively more disappointing

throughout his tenure in the White House, beginning with

his broken campaign pledge to recognize the Armenian
Genocide, including his Administration's attempt to end mili-
tary aid parity between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and up until
this week, with his Administration's sirident attacks on legisla-
tion recognizing the Armenian Genocide."

John Kerry welcomed the ANCA endorsement, stating
that, "John Edwards and | would like to thank the ANCA for its
endorsement. We are looking forward to working with all
Armenian-Americans to create a stronger America, more
respected in the world."

"We call upon Armenian-Americans to compare the
respective records of Senator Kerry and President Bush, to
weigh the importance of their ballot for the future of U.S.-
Armenian relations, and to cast their vote for the Kerry-
Edwards ticket on November 2nd," added Hachikian.

The ANCA endorsement follows closely in the wake
of the Bush Administration's forceful attack on the Schiff
Amendment, a provision adopted last week by the U.S. House
that prevents Turkey from using U.S. foreign aid to lobby
against the Genocide Resolution. Armenian-Americans, partic-
ularly those in key swing states such as Pennslyvania, Ohio,
and Florida, are positioned to play a decisive role in what
looks, by all accounts, to be a hotly contested election,

AN
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CA's
Republican Leaders

The ANCA has, on several occasions over the past
four years, specifically asked for a meeting between President
Bush and the Armenian-American community leadership.
These formal requests, which never received a response, were
supported by a series of ANCA and community-wide letters

outlining the views and disappointments of Armenian -




Americans on specific issues, ranging from the
Armenian Genocide to foreign aid policy.

In April of this year, the ANCA sent detailed letters to
the Chairman of the Bush-Cheney campaign, Marc Racicot, and
the Congressional Republican leadership voicing disappointment
over the Bush Administration's record on Armenian issues, and
expressing frustration with the lack of responsiveness by the
White House to the concerns of the Armenian-American commu-
nity. The ANCA's concemns were
grouped, in this letter, into three
broad categories: 1) unfulfilled
commitments, 2) opposition to com-
munity concems, and 3) failure to
prioritize Armenian issues.

The Senate and House let-
ters, addressed to House Speaker
Dennis Hastert (R-IL) and Senate
Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN),
highlighted the powerful leadership
demonstrated by a great many
Republicans on Armenian issues,
notably by Armenian Caucus Co-
Chairman Joe Knollenberg (R-MI),
Genocide Resolution author George
Radanovich (R-CA), and Senators such as Mitch McConnell (R-
KY), John Ensign (R-NV), George Allen (R-VA), Elizabeth Dole
(R-NC), and many others. These letters included more than a
dozen specific recommendations by the ANCA about how the
Congressional leadership could encourage the White House to
improve its standing among Armenian-American voters, Neither
the President nor his campaign responded to the ANCA's appeal
for their intervention to help establish a constructive dialogue

between the Administration and the Armenian-American
community,

ANCA Supports Endorsement by Calling for Greater
Grasgroots Activism

Along with its Presidential endorsement, the ANCA
reminded Armenian-Americans that their ability to impact
policy-level decision-making depends, first and foremost, on
the continued expansion of advocacy
efforts at all levels of government.
The ANCA's detailed congressional
endorsements, which will be announced
later this vear, will represent an important
element of this process by providing
Armenian-American voters with the
information they need to solidify the
strong support our community enjoys in
Congress,

"The challenge before the
Armenian-American community, as in
years past, remains growing our activism
and strengthening our voice in the public
policy debates and within the foreign pol-
icy community,” said Hachikian. "We call
upon Armenian-Americans to meet this challenge by increasing
our engagement with the Executive Branch and providing the
strongest possible support for our friends in the U.S. House and
Senate on November 2nd and throughout the 109th Congress.”
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The Kerry Record

During his long tenure in the US House and Senate,
Senator Kerry has consistently been a leading advocate of
issues of concern to Armenian-Americans, As a U.S. Senator,
Kerry has forcefully fought for U.S. recognition of the
Armenian Genocide, and is currently a cosponsor of the
Genocide Resolution, S.Res.164. In 1990, Senator Kerry voted
on the Senate floor for Senator Bob Dole's (R-KS) Genocide
Resolution,

The Massachusetts Senator has been a vocal and effec-
tive champion of stronger U.S.-Armenia relations and has con-
sistently backed legislative initiative to increase aid and expand
trade with Armenia. He is currently a cosponsor of legislation,
5.1557, which would grant Armenia permanent normal trade
relations status.

Senator Kerry has spearheaded a number of initiatives
to lift the Turkish and Azerbaijani blockades. In 1991, he was
the lead sponsor of legislation, which was later enacted as
Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act, restricting U.S. aid to
the government of Azerbaijan until its blockades of Armenia
and Mountainous Karabagh are lifted. He also worked for the
adoption of the Humanitarian Aid Corridor Act, which called
for US aid to Turkey to be cut off unless Turkey lifted its block-
ade of Armenia. As recently as this January, Senator Kerry for-
mally called on President Bush to press the visiting Prime
Minister of Turkey to lift his nation's illegal blockade of
Armenia,

The Bush Record
The full text of the Armenian-American Presidential Report
Card on the Administration of George W. Bush is provided

helow:

Almost immediately after taking office, President Bush aban-
doned his campaign pledge to recognize the Armenian
Genocide. This promise, which he made in February of 2000 as
Texas Governor, was widely distributed among Armenian
Americans prior to the hotly contested Michigan primary. It
read, in part, as follows:

"The twentieth century was marred by wars of unimaginable
brutality, mass murder and genocide. History records that the
Armenians were the first people of the last century to have
endured these cruelties. The Armenians were subjected to a
genocidal campaign that defies comprehension and commands
all decent people to remember and acknowledge the facts and
lessons af an awfil erime in a century of bloody crimes against
humanity. If elected President, I would ensure that our nation
properly recognizes the tragic suffering of the Armenian peo-
16 ple.”

S8tting the record straight

AR e

Rather than honor this promise, the President has, in his annual
April 24th statements, used evasive and euphemistic terminolo-
gy to avoid describing Ottoman Turkey's systematic and deliber-
ate destruction of the Armenian people by its proper name - the
Armenian Genocide.

The Bush Administration is actively blocking the adoption of the
Genocide Resolution in both the House and Senate. This legisla-
tion (S.Res. 164 and H.Res.193) specifically cites the Armenian
Genocide and formally commemorates the 15th anniversary of
United States implementation of the U.N. Genocide Convention.
The Genocide Resolution is supported by a broad based coali-
tion of over one hundred organizations, including American
Values, the NAACP, National Council of Churches, Sons of
Italy, International Campaign for Tibet, National Council of La
Raza, and the Union of Orthodox Rabbis.

As recently as July 16th of this year, the Bush
Administration reiterated its opposition to legislation recogniz-
ing the Armenian Genocide. In response the adoption by the
U.S. House of the Schiff Amendment, which blocks Turkey from
using 1.5, aid to lobby against the Genocide Resolution, the
Administration pressed Congressional leaders to prevent the
enactment of any provision recognizing the Armenian Genocide.

Failure to condemn Turkey's denial of the Armenian
Genocide

The Bush Administration has failed to condemn Turkey's recent
escalation of its campaign to deny the Armenian Genocide,
Notably, the Administration has remained silent in the face of
the decree issued in April of 2003 by Turkey's Education
Minister, Huseyin Celik, requiring that all students in Turkey's
schools be instructed in the denial of the Armenian Genocide.

The State Department's 2003 human rights report on Turkey uses
the historically inaccurate and highly offensive phrase "alleged
genocide" to mischaracterize the Armenian Genocide. In addi-
tion, despite repeated protests, the Bush Administration's State
Department continues to host a website on Armenian history that
fails to make even a single mention of the Genocide.
(hitp://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5275 htm)

The Waiver of Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act

The Bush Administration, in 2001, aggressively pressured
Congress into granting the President the authority to waive
Section 907, a provision of law that bars aid to the government
of Azerbaijan until it lifts its blockades of Armenia and Nagorno
Karabagh. President Bush has subsequently used this authority
to provide direct aid, including military assistance, to the gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan, despite their continued violation of the
provisions of this law,




Reduction in aid to Armenia
In the face of the devastating, multi-billion dollar impact of the
Turkish and Azerbaijani blockades on the Armenian economy,
President Bush has, in each of the past three years, proposed to
Congress that humanitarian and developmental aid to Armenia be
reduced.

Abandonment of the Military Aid Parity Agreement
The Bush Administration abandoned its November 2001 agree-

ment with Congress and the Armenian American community to
maintain even levels of military aid to Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Instead, the Administration, in its fiscal yvear 2005 foreign aid
bill, proposes sending four times more Foreign Military
Financing to Azerbaijan ($8 million) than to Armenia (52 mil-
lion). This action tilts the military balance in favor of Azerbaijan,
rewards Azerbaijan's increasingly violent threats of renewed
aggression, and undermines the role of the 1.8, as an impartial
mediator of the Nagorno Karabagh
talks.

Mistaken Listing of Armenia as
a Terrorist Country

The Bush Administration, through
Attorney General John Ashcroft,
sought, unsuccessfully, in
December of 2002 1o place
Armenia on an Immigration and
Naturalization Service watch list
for terrorist countries, This obvi-
ous error was reversed only after a
nation-wide protest campaign.
Neither the White House nor the
Department of Justice has apolo-

gized for the offense caused by
this mistake.

N £
While the Bush Administration has maintained a formal dialogue
with Armenia on economic issues through the bi-annual meetings
of the U.S.-Armenia Task Force, it has, as a matter of substance,
failed to take any meaningful action to materially promote U.S.-
Armenia economic ties. Specifically, the Administration has not
provided leadership on legislation, spearheaded by Congressional
Republicans and currently before Congress, to grant Armenia
permanent normal trade relations (PNTR) status. Nor has the
Administration initiated any steps toward the negotiation of a
Tax Treaty, Social Security Agreement, Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement, or other bilateral agreements to foster
increased U.S.-Armenia commercial relations,

The President neither visited Armenia nor has he invited the
President of Armenia to visit the United States.

Tha Bush Admm:strahun, to its credﬂ, took an eﬂrl},r initiative m
help resolve the Nagomo Karabagh issue in the form of the Key
West summit meeting in 2001 between Secretary of State Powell
and the presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan. After Azerbaijan's
failure to honor its Key West commitments, however, the

Administration failed to hold Azerbaijan accountable for unilater-
ally stalling the Nagorno Karabagh peace process.

The Bush Administration has effectively abandoned America's
responsibility to link aid, loans, and arms transfers to Turkey's
adherence to basic standards for human rights and international
conduct. The most notable example was the $8 billion loan pack-
age provided to Turkey in 2003 despite Turkey's refusal to allow
U.S. forces to open a northern front during the war in Iraq.

The Bush Adm:mstratmn (] supportmg Amencm laxpaycr subm-
dies for the politically motivated Baku-Cevhan pipeline route that,
at the insistence of Turkey and Azerbaijan, bypasses Armenia.

The Bush Administration has not
forcefully condemned the Turkish and
Azerbaijani blockades as clear viola-
tions of intermational law, nor, outside
of occasional public statements, has it
taken any meaningful steps to pressure
the Turkish or Azerbaijani govern-
ments to end their illegal border clo-

h he

. The Bush Administration has aggres-
~ sively pressured European govern-
~ ments to accept Turkey into the
*  European Union, despite Turkey’s con-
sistent failure to meet European condi-
tions for membership, on issues rang-
ing from the blockade of Armenia and the Armenian Genocide to
the occupation of Cyprus and human rights.

Breaking with the tradition of the last several Administrations, the
Bush White House failed to reach out in any meaningful way to
our nation's one and a half million citizens of Armenian heritage.
While the State Department, Pentagon and National Security
Council maintained their long-standing, policy-level dialogue with
the Armenian-American community leadership, the White House
itself essentially neglected Armenian-Americans as a political con-
stituency. Perhaps the most telling example of this is that, during
the course of the past three years, despite repeated requests, the
President did not hold any community-wide meetings with the
leadership of the Armenian-American community, nor did his
Secretary of State or National Security Advisor.

To the Administration's credit, the President appointed Joe
Bogosian to an important Deputy Assistant Secretary position at
the Commerce Department, John Jamian to a key maritime posi-
tion in the Department of Transportation, and Samuel Der-
Yeghiayan as a Federal Judge in the Northern District of Illinois.
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The ANCA Leo Sarkissian Summer Internship Program
places interns in the Armenian Mational Committee of America
national office in Washington, DC, The program is open to college
and university students at least 18 years of age who are US resi-
dents, During the eight-weeck Leo Sarkissian Summer Internship,
which begins in late June, interns are involved in a wide variety of
projects determined in part by their own interests and goals.
Participation in the program entails working on specific ANCA
projects, conducting research, attending press confercnces, writing
reports, participating in open lecture forums, and meeting with
Members of Congress and other administration officials. Lecture
topics range from discussion of Armenian foreign policy issues to
hands-on seminars geared toward developing key communication
and writing skills. The internship appointments are full-time posi-
tions. Interns are provided housing and a nominal stipend. Over
the past 20 years hundreds of Armenian youth have taken part in
the Leo Sarkissian Summer Internship. For more information on
the program, visit www.anca.org.

Nine interns participated in the 2004 Leo Sarkissian
Internship: Ani Garibyan, Garen Kirakosian, Seepan Paseghian,
and Shant Taslakian from the West Coast; Tamar Kanarian and
Michael Toumayan from the East Coast; Hagop Mksyartinian and
Aris Spenjian from Canada, and Shogher Merdjanian from France.
THTERVIEW WITH 2004 LED SARKISEIAN TNTERN
B[P [P JETTCTEANT AR GARIEYAN
Please give a little background about yourself.

My name is Ani Garibyan. I was born in Armenia and have a twin
sister who is 3 minutes older than me. | lived in Estonia and went
to pre-school there. 1 moved to the US with my family in 1988 at
the age of 5. | graduated from Glendale High School and currently
attend UCLA majoring in History and Political Science. My goal
is to graduate and get into graduate school for history with a con-
centration in Russian History. Afierwards I'd like to either work
on the Hill or as a lobbyist. I've been a badanee for 6 years and an
AYF member for 6 years now. [ have volunteered for the ANC
since | was 16, volunteering al campaigns including Rafi
Manougian and co-managing Greg Krikorian's campaign. I've
also been a part of the ANC TV for 3 years as a journalist and edi-
tor,

After being in the political headquarters of the world

(Washington DC) for two months, how important do you

think the involvement of Armenian-Americans is in the

American political system?

It's more important than 1 thought. The more Armenians there are

working in politics, such as staff members for congressional
offices or lobbyists, the more voices we have,
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Summer Internship

I you work for a congressman or a senator, they get to know
you. They get to know what an Armenian is and what their
issues are. Once you are in for about a year, you get to tell
vour stories to people, and talk about legislators with other
staff members in the office, and sometimes with the legisla-
tors themselves.

Also, vou get to have the inside look on what goes on and if
the ANC should know about it. 'We need to slowly move up
from a staff-member position to a Legislative Correspondent
or Chief of Staff (there is one by the way) or to a Foreign
Relation's Director. That's how we can really influence legis-
lation. What we gain is the trust of the legislators by working
for them and becoming friends with them, We need as many
friends as possible. The best friends we can have right now
are legislators,

That's how we can really influence legislation. What we gain
is the trust of the legislators by working for them and becom-
ing friends with them. We need as many friends as possible.
The best friend we can have right now are legislators.

Do you have a message for your peers?

Move to states with smaller Armenian populations. Be as
active as possible. Intern for the ANC! It is the most excit-
ing internship you will ¢ver have. Every person that sends a
webfax to a congressional office, the offices think that there
are 25 others who are concerned about the same issue. Every
call they get. they think 30 more are concerned, Every time a
person visits a congressional office that means 100 others are
concerned about the issues. One person does make a differ-
ence, It's true; it really is. Stay active; even though some-
times you feel worn out, you have to stay involved. We are
all obligated to do so for our ancestors. They all survived for
us. If it weren't for them, we wouldn't be alive today. Our
activism can help them finally rest in peace. We are really
getting closer to our goal, and one day, the US and Turkish
governments will recognize the Genocide. It is going to hap-
pen, we just need to stay involved and not give up.

Be proud of your race and culture and stand up for it, always,
especially in politics today. [ can't stress enough the impor-
tance of involvement. Also, consider working on the Hill;
it's exciting and you get things done for your people and
homeland. Without the Diaspora and young people like us,
Armenia will not survive, nor will the Genocide be recog-
nized.




MTERVIEW WITH 2084 LEQ SARKISSIAN TNTERN
SHIF FROGRARM FARTICIPANT SEEFAN PARSEIHI
ATT

Please give a little background about yourself.

I graduated from Holy Martyrs Armenian High School in June
2003, 1 currently attend Stanford University where | will be a
sophomore this year. | am double majoring in Political Science
and Economics. I was a badanee in the ARF Glendale
Badanegan chapter for six years, and have been an AYF member
for two years. | have taken part in the April 24th protests at the
Turkish consulate, but have devoted much of my energy to the
Stanford Armenian Students Association. | participated in the
Fast for Armenia campaign that our ASA launched and look o
continue that effort this coming year as president, [ worked
closely with Roxanne Makasdjian of the ANCA-SF chapter
when publishing an Op-ed piece on the Armenian Genocide, and
when I published a feature article on the Turkish denial of the
Armenian Genocide in the Stanford Journal of Human Rights.
My short-term goals include sustaining a high GPA, seeing suc-
cess as the Associated Students of Stanford University
Appropriations Chair, making the Stanford ASA productive for
the Armenian community, and continuing my Stanford research
grant on ethnic conflict in the
Transcaucasus, For the long-term, I hope
to become a Rhodes Scholar, and then c
move on to the American Foreign Service,
and have a high position in the US State

Department.

Tell us about the circomstances of the |f
internship.In a week we would be work-
ing in the office daily from 9:30 until
about & pm on average. The first, a group
project, | worked on with Tamar Kanarian
of Boston, Our job was to compile a list of
US-based organizations who would be possible members of a
coalition, which would sign a letter to Speaker Hastert and
Majority Leader Frist requesting the leaders to bring H.Res.193
and 8. Res. 164 to the floor for a congressional vote. We then
contacted these organizations and ended up with more than 120
coalition supporters. My second project was to help former
Capital Gateway intern George Kivork, who is now an ethnic
outreach director for the Kerry/Edwards campaign, to organize a
steering commitiee of influential Armenian-Americans who
would voice the issues of the Armenian-American community to
the Kerry team. This effort met great success as we received pos-
itive responses from 53 individuals willing to participate.

How did you benefit as an ANCA intern?

The Leo Sarkissian Internship satisfied my desires of working in
Washington as an Armenian, The internship coordinator, Arsineh
Khachikian, organized the program in a very professional and
structured manner, allowing me to understand the functions of
the Armenian National Committee of America. Through this
understanding, 1 learned how vital time management, mutual
respect, and dedication are in running the efficient advocacy
machine that defines the ANCA.

The staff, led by Executive Director Aram Hamparian, became
role models through their work ethic. Laboring into the late
hours of the night, they showed me that the Armenian Cause is
not only fought from 9-5, five days a week. Rather, the issues
affecting the Armenian-American community comprised their
set of virtues - the driving force behind their late hours and
selfless service to Armenian-American grassroots efforts.
When, for example, demonstrations against the genocide in the
Darfur region of Sudan were organized, the staff urged us to
participate. Initially, I did not comprehend the reasons behind
demonstrating instead of focusing on our ANCA projects.
However, | eventually realized that the cause for which the
ANCA advocates does not extend merely to the Armenian peo-
ple, but is rather universal in its foundation and purpose. [ was
comforted by this lesson because [ was happy to know that |
could go back to my university, which has scarce Armenian
enrollment, to advocate Armenian issues and know that | am
benefiting the entire institution.

In addition to meeting numerous politicians on the Hill like
Congressman Adam Schiff, and top-level foreign servicemen
such as Ambassador Steven Mann, [ relished the internship's
lecture series. This series, which invited
prominent Armenians in American gov-
ernment to lecture the nine interns,
afforded me an intellectual joyride at
least twice a week. From Mr, Vahan
}| Zanoyan, CEO and President of PFC
| Energy, to Mr, Dean Shahinian, counsel
. “=on the Senate Banking Committee, |
- learned a great deal from many different
2 perspectives - all of which piece 1ogether
" to form Washington, DC. More impor-
tantly, having these successful Armenians
' speak to us on an intimate level ener-
gized my own efforts to make a difference in both the
Armenian and American communities,

Although the internship had great staff leadership, fruitful pro-
gramming, and an inviting East Coast Armenian community, |
was most impressed and captivated by my fellow interns. They
added a fresh and dynamic dimension to the Washington
internship, and raised the program to a spectacular and unfor-
gettable level,

| had the privilege to work with this diverse group, to listen to
their amazing contributions to their local Armenian communi-
ty. and to learn from their experiences and hardships in life. As
the youngest intern of the nine-member group, [ enjoyed
absorbing their mature advice and guidance that they were
more than happy to give me at any time. They motivated me
with their accomplishments and showed me how one person's
dedication can go such a long and influential way, Coming
from the West and East Coast, Canada, and France. each intern
brought new ideas and novel points of view to the ANCA con-
ference table, making our collective work productive and
groundbreaking.
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Talar Chahinian-Mahroukian

On November 2,2004, Americans will go to the poles
to exercise the most powerful right they have as citizens, and
elect the next president of the United States. Newspapers,
magazines and radio and television programs have begun cov-
ering the debate around the 2004 presidential election as their
front-page news or top story, for the public desperately
hungers for material to base an opinion on. Between watch-
ing clips of the speeches given at the Democratic National
Convention, campaign ads or SNL skits imitating Kerry or
Bush, individuals are developing judgments, which will ulti-
mately affect their vote.

As the date fast approaches, both candidates have
focused their efforts on winning over minority groups, which
may cause a crucial shift in their respective state's vote.
Armenian-Americans are not one of these target minority
groups for the majority of them live in large cities, found in
states that will probably vote Democrat. But what will the
Armenian-American vote be in the 2004 elec-
tions? Or is it even possible for a hybrid
diasporan community like the Armenians in
the United States to have a block vote?

The Armenian communities dis-
persed throughout the United States are
extremely diverse in class, ideology and cul-
tural background. Aside from being influ-
enced by the local experiences and politics of
their respective cities and states, Armenian-
Americans also have distinct loyalties and
inclinations as a result of the cultural back-
ground within which they grew up prior to their migration to
the U.5. Not all Armenians share a common history of arrival
to the United States; therefore, they also cannot share a com-
mon political outlook, In an essay titled "The Armenians in
America”, Robert Mirak summarizes the pattern of Armenian
immigration to the Americas in general. He writes, "The
Armenian communities in North and South America are prod-
ucts of the cataclysmic events that uprooted the Armenian
populations of the Middle East: first, in the turbulent period
from the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878 1o the 1920's; and
then, in the upheavals in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iran, and
Soviet Armenia in the twenty-five years after 1965." Hence,
Armenians in the U.S. each have an individual relationship to
the notion of "Homeland", which varies for each case in both

time and space. Many Armenian-Americans have never
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lived in Armenia, and although they consider it a national
homeland, they have much more tangible and nostalgic attach-
ments to countries in the Middle-East. Others are many genera-
tions removed from Armenia, and have long detached them-
selves from politics of the Caucuses. Still others, who had lived
under Soviet regime for many years, find it extremely difficult
to adjust to the capitalist ways of life in the U.S. It is impossi-
ble to extract a single Armenian-American vote out of the
hybrid community of Armenians in the United States. But mul-
tiple votes expressing the diverse voices should definitely be
expected in the 2004 elections. Although Armenian immigrants
continue to arrive, they are no longer in huge numbers. The
immigrants who arrived during the influx of migration in the
1970's and %0's have now settled in their new home, and most
of them have also gained their citizenship.

With the confused passivity of the early years of
arrwal long gone, the later Armenian immigrants now recognize
the United States as a permanent home and are
willing to participate more actively in the
political arena. Their future and the future of
their children are of the utmost importance,
and they will take proactive steps to ensure its
success. Remarking on an exile's impossibili-
ty to imagine a future at the early stages of
displacement, in an essay called "The Cold
that Never Comes" Tununa Mercado writes:
“Time spent in exile has a trajectory like a
great sweeping brushstroke, it has a broad

open rhythm, its curves are like the ocean waves far from the
coasts where there are no breakers and where they blend into
the horizon; time takes place in the far beyond, in some other
place, it is heard in the silence of the night, but it is brushed
aside, one prefers not to perceive it because one assumes that
the banishment will end, that it has all been some kind of paren-
thesis unrelated to the future.”

Most Armenian-Americans in the United States have
emerged out of the parenthesis. Time now moves forward
towards a future full of possibilities. It is that promise of the
future and the possibility of bringing about change that prompts
citizens to vote, For Armenian-Americans, the issues to consid-
er prior to that vote are multifold.

Since the about one million Armenians living in the




U.S. form the largest Armenian community outside of Armenia,
they continuously attract more immigrants who are in need of a
new home. Therefore, for both the new and the old arrivals
immigrant issues are important in evaluating a presidential can-
didate’s policies. Being the largest Armenian community in the
diaspora also heightens the community's significance in relation
1o Armenia and its welfare. As the Republic of Armenia relies
on its diasporan counterpart for moral and financial suppor,
Armenian-Americans in turn invest interest in ensuring the
United States' just treatment of Armenia's regional politics. The
politics of Transcaucasia, then, and a candidate’s proposed for-
eign policy in that regard, concern the Armenian-American
voter. But reigning over all other Armenian related issues is the
candidate's position on the Armenian Genocide. The catastroph-
ic event of 1915 defines most diasporan Armenians' exilic condi-
tion. It is an issue not casily compromised, for it lacks accounta-
bility. Armenians of the diaspora have for many vears been
denied recognition of the trauma that was inflicted on them and
their ancestors by the Ottoman government, For many diasporan
Armenian communities, this very denial has been the fuel forc-
ing them to actively participate in the politics of their host coun-
try and call for recognition. The Armenian communities of
many countries such as Lebanon, France and Canada have tri-
umphed to this end. Unfortunately, the home of the largest
Armenian diasporan community has yet to demonstrate its
alliance with justice: the just recognition of a past trauma,
which aimed at systematically eliminating a group of people.
For now, any notion of justice has been sacrificed for the sake of
American interest in Turkey and Azerbaijan. Undiscouraged by
the empty promises of many past politicians, and inspired by the
few who have represented the Armenian voice in Congress,
Armenian-Americans consider a candidate's position on the
Armenian Genocide as a decisive factor in their selection.

Based on the examination of these and other issues fac-
ing the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian communities in
the United States, grass-roots organizations such as the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) offer their
endorsements of candidates running for local or national offices
in order to provide the Armenian public with some guidance.
The ANCA endorsement of a candidate, in this case the endorse-
ment of John Kerry for President, expresses the outcome of the
organization's evaluation of both candidates. It is basically a
statement claiming that one candidate is more promising in
being sympathetic to issues concerning Armenians in the United

States than another. It is then up to the citizen to use this
information alongside other ideological inclinations in select-
ing the candidate to vote for. Yet there are times when the
candidate that best represents the voice of Armenians conflicts
with the personal political ideology of the voting citizen. It is
then that the individual faces the difficult task of balancing out
the inclinations based on loyalties to more than one nation,
economic situation and social values. In his essay
"Reflections on Exile", Edward Said reflects on the notion of
having multiple loyalties when he writes:

“Most people are principally aware of one culture, one setting,

one home; exiles are aware of at least two, and this plurality of
vision gives rise to an awareness of simultaneous dimensions,
an awareness that- to borrow a phrase from music- is contra-
puntal. For an exile, habits of life, expression or activity in
the new environment inevitably occur against the memory of
these things in another environment. Thus both the new and

the old environments are vivid, actual, occurring together con-

trapuntally.”

For the diasporan Armenian in the U.S., things often
occur against the memory or the imagined memory of more
than one past environment. As a result, diasporan Armenians
are constantly aware of issues that concern people outside of
their national boundaries. To expect the Armenians in
America to have a block vote is to strip the Armenian commu-
nities of their rich hybrid composition. What can be expected
is that the votes of Armenian-Americans will be well informed
and encompass a consideration for people living outside of the
United States. The Armenian-American voter will need to
translate his or her loyalty to Armenia and other nations and
balance it with his or her concerns as an American, thus tran-
scending borders and expressing a more human voice.

i. Mirak, Robert. "The Armenians in America”, The Armenian People. Ed.
Richard Hovannisian. New York: St Martin's Press, 1997, 389

ii. Mercado, Tenuna, "The Cold that Mever Comes”. In s State of Memory,
Trans. Peter Kahn, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001, 19

iii. Said, Edward. Reflections on Exile. Massachusens: Harvard
University Press, 2000, 366
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From Asbarez Armenian Daily Newspaper

Montana Senator Conrad Burns (R-MT) agreed this
week to cosponsor the Genocide Resolution, S.Res. 164, bring-
ing the number of US Senators supporting this human rights
measure to forty, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA).

p "I am proud to join with 39 of my Senate colleagues in
support of S.Res.164," said Senator Burns in a statement to the
ANCA. "This legislation stresses the importance of remember-
ing and learning the lessons of past crimes against humanity,
including the Armenian Genocide, the
Holocaust, and the Cambodian and
Rwandan genocides, in an effort to stop
future atrocities. Silence in the face of
genocide only encourages those who
would commit such atrocities in the
future--a legacy which we cannot afford
to pass on to our children.”

"Armenian Americans, in
Montana and across the United States,
join in thanking Senator Burns for his
principled stand in defense of the funda-
mental right of all people to live free
from the terrors of genocide," said
ANCA-Western Region Executive
Director Ardashes Kassakhian, who traveled to Montana in late
July to meet with members of the state's Congressional delega-
tion, along with local community activist Yedvart Tchakerian.
"We have been very encouraged, in recent months, by the
increasing effectiveness of our grassroots outreach in the
Northern Plain states, with Senators from Montana and both
North and South Dakota supporting the Genocide Resolution,
and the governors of Idaho, Nebraska, and Montana issuing
proclamations commemorating the Armenian Genocide.”

The Genocide Resolution marks the 15th anniversary

firms the commitment of the American people to this landmark
treaty.

of the US implementation of the Genocide Convention and reaf-

It specifically cites the importance of applying the lessons of
past genocides in order to make the world safe from future
genocides. Senators John Ensign (R-NV) and Jon Corzine (D-
NJ) introduced this measure in June of last year. lts companion
measure in the US House, H.Res.193, led by Representatives
George Radanovich (R-CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA), and
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Frank Pallone (D-
NI) and Joe Knollenberg (R-MI), was adopted unanimously by
the House Judiciary Committee last May and currently has 111
cosponsors. On July 15th, the US House
passed an amendment, authored by
Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA),
which prohibited the government of
Turkey from using US foreign aid dollars
to lobby against the Genocide
Resolution.

Support for the Genocide Resolution
has been widespread outside of Congress
as well, with a diverse coalition of over
100 ethnic, religious, civil and human
rights organizations calling for its pas-
sage, including American Values,
National Organization of Women, Sons
of Italy, NAACP, Union of Orthodox
Rabbis, and the National Council of La Raza.

22 For Information about Senater Burns and all 100 U.8. Senaters visit Senaie.gevs




$20 MILLION SEMENT FOR

From Asbarez Armenian Daily Newspaper

A judge Friday formally approved a $20 million settle- "What it really is an insurance case and not an
ment in a class action lawsuit between New York Life Armenian genocide case, but the two are interwoven together.”
Insurance Co. and the descendants of Armenians killed nearly Marootian said Friday.
90 vears ago in the Turkish Ottoman Empire. Mew York Life sold about 8,000 policies in the
The landmark legal agreement approved by US Ottoman Empire beginning in the 1880s, with less than half of
District Court Judge Christina A. Snyder is believed to be the those bought by Armenians. It stopped selling insurance there in
first ever in connection to the Armenian genocide. 1915.
Snyder granted preliminary approval for the unpaid Many of the policies languished because remaining
death benefits earlier this year. heirs could not be found, the firm said. The company has locat-
"As lawyers and descendants of victims of the geno- ed about one-third of the policyholders' descendants to pay ben-
cide, we were able to bring to court a lawsuit that brings some efits.
recognition of the genocide,” said antorney Brian 8. Kabateck, About $11 million will be set aside for potential claims
who, like co-counsel Mark Geragos, is Armenian-American, by heirs of some 2,400 policyholders, 53 million will go to
One of the plaintiffs, 89-year-old Martin Marootian, Armenian charities and the rest will pay attorneys' fees and
i will receive $250,000 stemming from his efforts to bring about administrative costs,
the lawsuit. His mother first sought benefiis in 1923 for
Marootian's uncle, who bought a policy in 1910 and was killed

in 1915,
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CORPS

Journey Home

Armenia and Nagorno-Karabagh began protesting for the 2
from the hands of Azerbaijan. In less than a year guerilla warfare
1991 a full-scale war was being fought. The war united the
leading them to raise millions of dollars annually to support the struggle.

e i i~ |

N Since 1988, the AYF had an
active role in support efforts for
Karabagh. Through several
large-scale fundraisers,
cducationals, protests, and
demonstrations-the AYF
internalized the struggle for a
free homeland. In mid-March of
1994 while talks for a ceasefire
were being held, the AYT was in
the war-torn villages of
Karabagh looking at the
possibilities of providing direct
assistance to our homeland.
After three months of hard
work, hours of planning, and
days of communication, the
AYF had structurcd the Youth
Corps program. During the
summer of 1994 the first group
of AYT Youth Corps
participants headed to Armenia
to assist in the reconstruction
cfforts. Since then, every
summer a group of 10-20 youth
head to our homeland ro parrake
in and contribute to the AYF
\Youth Corps experience.
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Mwquhly Lwpnd

Zwgnuwghun B wyl wifiunnGhpp npnlip ppkig
ubthwlpuwlb Yewbph oppGwlnd Yp nuonmpwpelbG b bp
GhpzGskG dtg: bphGy wabhe hutwGepmG Guinsuwd® wi
whdbpp wilgnnulwl Awdnpbipm ueppp pwdnulglng
' pipnGEl winbGg mGuyimehbp & Yhwiph wpwgpbpug
finuwGphli dtg skG Ynpunihp whdGwlwh 2wk AnweyGobpm|
wy* plwguwipubGniepubp mGhG hphlig Rudwl
wpnpmpmbibpp wpudwgpim wprpupmepbwi ppugnpidwi
b Awwpwlwlinebwi gwihG b juGghp:

Lwy Stnuupnpuwlpwi Twplwlgnpbwl Shungulpob
thwnwhph wlpwd TAkp Loy fwdbwGhG Yawipp, pth
YupGunbi, whdnbihoptli Yp wwwnpwéh Ybph wnnbipn
Glhuwpwopmpbwi:  UREp &Gwd & Mipme, LhpwbwG
1967-h wnibidpliph 8-pG: UwlunG w6 pp Gufubwljwi
nwunidp Gp uenwGuwg Unippng dugpuipunup Swdwulnup dkgs
bpp Ufbp 11 wwpbluG Y'pgwy, pGowGhpnd Yp Jbpwgun
Guwy Mo’ AwglpululG Mop Lwdnun o uidwon :
UGuhguwngty Ywlnwidwlgh zpgwbh <.8.%. wuwinwGhlpwt
dhripbwG:  dbhg wwph weng 2085 LhpwGwGh
Gppunwuwprwbul Uhnpiwi «Pwbdhs dwabwhoh
wihnwd Yppwy: Wy wobG Uhbkpp Quipswilpub b wy
pugiwept wwmnwojuwbumm wwpmalblbp §p vimuGatt,
A wwnbigh puy dhwgm]® | hpwGwfwgngebub
hhpGwuypwanupuinebwl wibGEG ndnuuphi wwydwibbpnd
dte:  1890-hG Yp nunbwy .87k -p wlnud: 1992-h
UYtpgtipmb wpGwlgmnpbwt «Hhyh Bplhps Yuwpgwouhl
Alwoquin’ Gnpuwuwl PREPG me pp YhGp Yp ibquichnfunthG
Zugwuwnwl:  Bwenpy nwpnuwl Ognunnup 26-p6, UAkpG
bphip pGlykpGhpe] Yp Guefwnwlp PwpomGh ppewih
GuljwnughG nhpppp 2pghim wnkG Bpp wlwG dp Yp
wuyeh pp hlplGwowpdhG nwl:  bp i Yp gofing
Z.8.%. Upgwiup YenpnGulwi Yndhnkh wlnwd
UrpnidwlG Urnupbid :

Thupliwligmpbwl AGnghG dhte Rwuwwl Ghwnwd URkpp
Yyp vyuwinpnch Ynuowlgmpbwi JERpdwun

R S O 0

qunuipwpwjuountgbwdp B hp Ynwlmp nwziwlowluwGhi

uyby puwpdp ne dwpnp pupnpuluGngebwdp: Uyn
wjwnGwnny wh wifipwdban Gp Gwnk Gop ubpniGnhG
puinnpwpwlmpplp me Yp wenwGaGE wwewGhlbpne Jwphs
wjwizmnolp npdk ny dhugl Awdbunneied,
Yupgupwfngel G waguihG ghuwlgniemb
Yyp unmlbglt, wy widbwlpul pdgowiGipme Shengun ukp,
Thmel b puwsmpnl Yp Gepplek:  Uhon Aluwppppniwd
hp wunnwGpGepny® UAbkpp jwéwje 'mgl ghnlw) winlg
GhptpmG B Yuwpnwgwd ghppbpmG Jwupl: UG
dwGlmppGEG b Ubp ubp gnigwpbpud £ RwdwlwpghyGbpn
fuwbnbw b phwgpumpbwl wuwlhuenp £ Nuwndh
Glunndunip mbbguwd dwpuenebwi fudwp whi bp
phEpGEpn Yondt dunwanpuslpul YngmdhG Ywpdw GGy
UnaljugG LPRkp ny Jpugl plnmbwly Epowy YpGusp pp
ghunbijhplhpp gapwnpbp: Opplwl’ wh pGrwGopGhpng
Awdwgwplmpbwl Awdwlwposughl dpwehp dwlwd Ep onp
ogunugnpdmbigun UpgwhibwG wquanufwpnpl dke:
Opwghpp Upgwie whgue, wwlugl ny wnwbg pp
filiwpwgbn wnbndhehG:  «Bhwyh Bplhpe Gwpgwiuoup
UrAbphG Awdwp wuwpg pognifpughG wpumwypunngehl skp:
LG pwinnGg uluwd Ep hGpghGpp Angbwbu wwwnpwonby
fugpblipp JeGEm b winnkn qnrpdbm, npmfinb
Zuguinnwlp pupbjundwt & Jbpbphl vwewp GuGeGhm
wnwpbinehlp, pun URGphG, nuwtwlgulpuGht
wwpuwlpuGneGs Ep: Udmp Awwnp mikp
wquinugpuliwl wwipwph Empbwi fwGnby e winp
wprpwp punpwliwyhG:  Uhkpp pp ubpmbnpl fudwp
Twpbwlhgnpbwl gwnuiwpbbpnl B gopdbpmb
dpwdnynuwdniglp fwonwenbg Guonwpbwg GrooowlgulpuGh
wyuinpnepulp ponbpg s Wenp YupnqwlwGmehbp
wgnGp Ep b punkbwy Yp dwnlibp ek Yewigp Jwnwiwu
ibpg squnGtp:  Pp ophlwln] wnwseGnprnhbe, npmjAknk
winubu ppbG ny dhugG hawnwlwd ne jwpgwd pywip
wy wihpbph Glwpwghp Yepubine Gwdpugkl skip 2enhp:




L AL e
‘ =1

vy "‘:‘";H :- . :
! e . n 4 _,' Fif 1 .-I_I.i'-": ¢ l,lll ‘ o MFJ’J{,{" :
LTr ‘;-- # Jl?"li.’f'fﬂ'\?%’f‘ hy .".H'. 4

®

*
{ !
| SPTY [l oo e f -
| ) i e ] '."I
b
I’ 2
x -
£ -
A A i



£ :"‘ 1]
{ =9

STAFFWRITER

Interview with Hollywood “Soghomon Tehlirian™ chapter advisor, Siamanto Maronian

What prompted you to take on the role of advisor to the
Hollywood "Soghomon Tehlirian" A.R.F. Badanegan
Chapter?

Well, after the revival of the Hollywood A. Y. F. it became
clear to me that my work in this organization and in the
Armenian community would be to work for and with the
vouth. Since [ felt this way, | remembered my days as an
A.R.F. Badanee and all the things that | learned and used
throughout my vears, | felt that it was my responsibility to
pass on the knowledge I had acquired, as a youth, from my
advisors. 1 just know this is my duty and I'm determined to
relay the old school mentality to the new generation, in a
newer and more modern way,

What are some of the things the Hollywood chapter does?
Well basically we have weekly 2 hour meetings, let me just
walk you through one of our meetings.

First, we open the meeting with "Harach Nahadag:" second,
we take role: third, we read and evaluate the last meeting’s
minutes, then they are archived; fourth, we have a "ten minute
ticker," during which a new unger brings an article and
explains /discusses it. After that we split into committees. Our
chapter consists of two committees, social/fundraising, and
educational/Hai Tad. After these meetings we have committee
reports. Usually we have either a social event, i.e. practicing
or leaming heghapoghagan songs, or we'll have an education-
al. Afterwards we have announcements and unforeseen, and
finally we close our meeting, with our anthem "Mshag
Panvor." We basically do everything from attending Dodger
games to attending centralized educationals.

It's clear that ARF Badanegan members help the
Armenian communities and the Armenian cause, but do
the members benefit or learn anything?

Besides learning the standard operating procedures of the

AR F, Badanegan, they also learn teamwork, leadership,
respect, and friendship both in and outside of the organization.
Furthermore, they learn the importance of family values, as well
as historical facts about our people and organization. All these
things will hopefully better prepare them, as they become ALY F.
members.

You were in Artsakh for six months recently, can you tell us

about your experiences there with the Badanegan?

In Artsakh, the AR F. Badanees only have school, home, and in
their spare time the organziation. To them the cause is a part of
their everyday life. They don't have the luxuries that the
Badanees here do, such as the different types of entertainment.
So they focus all their energy on everything that is related to the
cause.
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