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EDITORIAL

The recent verdict sentencing Haroutioun Levo-
nian and Raffi Elbekian twenty years of imprisonment
is nothing but a mockery of the human conscious
and its drive for justice.

It is a mockery however that hurts our deepest
feelings of dignity and which resurges an Armenian's
doubts and suspicions toward such noble human
speeches disguised under the name of fraternity, be
that delivered by government authorities or some
other unofficial spokespersons.

The Armenian Youth Federation composed of
young supporters for the Armenian Liberation Strug-
gle, once again, raises its voice of protest, like many
other Armenians, to the unjist verdict of the
Yugoslavian tribunals and demands that all the
human rights of both Justice Commandoes. Elbekian
and Levonian be upheld in all respects.

Those who would like to put a stop to the struggle
by sentencing Armenian political prisoners to unjust
and cruel punishments do not realize the nature of
our liberation struggle nor the essence from which its
drives its growing force.

The Armenian people today, displaced from its
centuries old homeland and deprived of the right to
be nationally autonomous, collectively has reached a
point where it realizes that the only way it can survive
is through continuous struggle and perseverance.

Any type of retreat is tantamount to death and
hence suicide.

This realization is not somathing new. It started
with the early survivors of the genocide, continued to
the next generation of Armenians who have founded
our self-preverving institutions in the diaspora and
today it rebirths with the young generation of
fighters who are tired of all the false promises and
fake friendships of the past.

No prison walls or bars can weaken the zeal of the
Armenian liberation struggle.

On the contrary, it is the ranks of those who are
ready to sacrifice their lives for a noble cause that
lights the stars and directs the Armenian people
along the path to independence. It is the will and
generosity of these people that will intensify our
determination to fight until our demands are met.




Political Rally for
Armenian
Political Prisoners

LOS ANGELES - To express outrage at the im-
prisonment of two young Armenian men in Belgrade,
the community is urged to attend a rally at 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 1, at Montebello’s Bagramian Hall.

Speaking at the rally will be John Kossakian, a
USC graduate student in international relations, and
Sarkis Ghazarian, editor of the Asbarez (English edi-
tion), as well as representatives of the sponsors, the
ARF Shant Student Association and the ARF-AYF
Central Executive.

In light of the 20-year prison sentence recently
handed down against Harutioun Levonian and Raffi
Elbekian, Ghazarian will discuss the state of political
prisoners worldwide. Kossakian will focus on the im-
pact the jailing of Armenians has on the community.

The sentencing of Levonian 23, and Elbekian, 20,
has infuriated many Armenians because the cir-
cumstances of the trial were considered by many to
ba unjust. The pair, charged with assassinating the
Turkish ambassador to Yugoslavia in 1983, were tried
in a prison hospital. Furthermore, the public and the
press -- save for Turkish journalists -- were barred
from the trial, contrary to Yugoslavian law.

Subsequent to Levonian's and Elbekian's sentenc-
ing on March 9, the International Federation of
Human Rights held a press conference in Belgrade to
condemn the manner in which the two Armenians
were tried.

The Committee for the Defense of Imprisoned
Fighters for the Armenian Cause announced after the
trial that it will seek an appeal of the sentence, which
places Levonian and Elbekian in solitary confinement
for two decades.

The imprisonment could further debilitate Levo-
nian, whose wounds from the incident have left him
paralyzed below the waist. The Yugoslavian govern-
ment won't permit medical specialists, medical
representatives of the family, or representatives of
the defense committee to visit Levonian. Thus, his
current physical condition is not known.

Though Elbekian and Levonian admitted to
assassinating the Turkish official for political reasons,
they were also convicted of killing a Yugoslavian stu-
dent, wounding a retired Yugoslavian military officer,
and injuring the Turkish ambassador's driver.

However, ballistics reports indicated that the
Yugoslavian citizens received the bullet wounds from
police pursuing Elbekian and Levonian.

Armenians the world over have followed the
reports of the trial since it began. Demonstrations in
Europe and the U.5. drew attention to the unjust
proceedings, but the Yugoslavian government never
once erred from its decision to hold the trial in the
prison hospital -- out of the public eye. The govern-
ment even forbade the defense committee to hold a
press conference after the March 9 sentencing.

But Armenians have refused to stay acquience.
Demonstrations are being organized on the East
Coast and in San Francisco, the Middle East, and
Europe to protest the verdict and to rouse support for
all Armenian political prisoners.
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The Greek Lobby

At the senior seminar, Mr. Jim Apostolis, chair-
man of the "“Save Cyprus Council”, presented a lec-
ture on the Greek Lobby, and the Cyprus question.
This is a presentation of his lecture.

Mr. Apostolis, after his introduction, limited his
speech to discussing the history of the Greek Lobby,
its power locally, its achievements, its goals today,
the Cyprus question, prospects for the future, and
the difficulties faced.

In his introduction, Mr. Apostolis stressed the fact
that both an emotional bond to the cause and a
knowledge and understanding of the process of
legislative action were vital to the success of the
Greek Lobby.

The Jews, he thought, have so far been "a
touchstone’, and branded them the best ethnic lob-
by. He explained the reason for their success as be-
ing one of fear. “Fear is the greatest factor accoun-
ting for Jewish activity.” The Jews are interested in
creating a safe environment in the communities
where they reside. Mr. Apostolis pointed out that the
Greeks can not achieve the same things as the
Jewish Lobby because of the differing emotional
needs of each community,

The history of the Greek Lobby has been a short
one. When, in July of 1974, Cyprus was invaded by
Turkey, the Greek community had a very strong
reaction. Emotionally, they were affected as Greeks,
who held a kinship to Cypriots. But they were af-
fected as citizens of the United States as well. ""They
did not like to see American weapons attacking
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Greek proerty - it almost looked as though America
was attacking Greece.” The latter reaction seemed
more of a convenient excuse 1ome. Both these fac-
tors of their reaction instigated a sense of unity
within Greek communities nationally. Within days,
demonstrations and protests were held in
Washington, D.C., New York, Chicago, and Los
Angeles, protesting the Turkish invasion. This period
was a “'very emotional period for Greek Americans’.
The few organizations that had existed prior to the
invasion, like “Athepa’’, which was formed in 1922
to help Greeks adapt to American ways, and an ef-
fort to clear opinions that Greeks were communists,
etc., directly started working to do something about
the situation. The “American Hellenic Institution™
immediately planned to get Turkish troops off Cyprus
by tying the issue to foreign aid; in other words, the
Greeks had to work to stop American aid to Turkey.
A strong effort was made to get backing from
legislators in Congress.

The Greek Lobby brought to light the rule of law.
They pointed out that the Turkish offensive had been
a violation of American law because Turkey used
American weapons for offensive purposes. By law,
American weapons would have only been used for
defensive purposes.

By 1975, an embargo was enacted on military aid
to Turkey. The Greek Lobby had taken the country
by surprise in being recognized as a political force.
There had never been such an example of a united
Greek effort before this. The emotional factor was
the most important power the Greeks could use.
Greeks actually felt threatened; they pictured that
maybe Greece could be invaded. Besides a patriotic
bond, many had relatives in Greece as well.

A factor to be taken into view when considering
the success of tha Greek Lobby at the time is the fact
that at the time of the crisis, Congress was in a
period of trying to reassert itself, after the domina-
tion of two strong executive administrations, like
Johnson's, where Congress could pose no casistance
to the President’s power. Now the Greek Lobby was
seen to be working to ease down the President’s
power. They had a leader in Congress, John Bran-
dinis, as well.

The local reaction was the first area to have in-
tense involvement. Instructions were received from
the national organization giving orders on how to
treat what legislator who would be in town, instruc-
ting who to write letters of appeal to, etc. The na-
tional organization would then follow the effect of
each effort in Congresss, when votes were counted.

However, the embargo was eventually lifted. Was
the embargo effective? As a principle, it was, The
Embargo was officially passed. Practically, however,
both the Ford and Carter administrations undermined
the embargo. Armaments were being indirectly sup-
plied to Turkey via West Germany and lran. |
seriously doubt that the Turkish army was weaken-
ed.

In the summer of 1976, a heated argument was
brought about when the Ford administration, ruled
by Kissinger on foreign policy, wanted to lift the em-
bargo. The Greek Lobby “successful” however,
because the embargo was maintained for two maore
years. The vote was a close one, but the victory was
a high point for Greek lobbyists.

During the next two years, situations changed. In
1978, the embargo was finally lifted. The Carter Ad-
ministration had promised to help the Greeks but
lifted the embargo anyway. The combined lobby of
the Department of Defense and State were hard “to
beat. The emotional factor of the Greek Lobby - the
zeal and desire to work for one goal, had dwindled.
Although the Greek Lobby and community had
become more knowledgeable on legislative matters,
that is, they knew how to do what, most effectively,
they did not care what happened much anymore.

The achievements of the Greek Lobby are ques-
tionable, but nevertheless worthwhile. One organiza-
tion's name, the “Save Cyprus Council”, has still not
saved Cyprus. But maybe they have showed Turkey
that it may not do anything it wishes in the Near East,
and that there will be opposition strong enough to
enact the embargo, By weakenirmg Turkey, the lobby
may have aided Greece.

The Greek Lobby's two major accomplishments
were first, keeping the issue alive, and not letting it
go unnoticed, and second, educating the Greek
American community. It involved them in the
American political process, and thus, made better
citizens of them. The community was now more
sophisticated. It knew just how powerful it was, and
how powerful it could be. It allowed them to
recognize the power of their money, and their voice.
Before the crisis, the Greeks were basicaly very unin-
volved.

The difficulties encountered by the Greek Lobby,
although maybe less significant than the ones we
face, were ro dblocks to them.

To begin with, no Greek-American really knew
how the legislative process worked. They were ig-
norant to the system. After all, they were Greeks
transplanted in America, some of whom did not even
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speak English. Not only were individuals ignorant,
but the organizations as well. These organizations
tired the community by not knowing who to tell what
to do. Experience was what was missing.

A second significant factor was “the fatalism felt
in the people”. Regardless that they felt very strongly
for their homeland, an attitude that things had
already been decided by “the big people” pervaded.
The community felt there was little they could do to
change matters. However, many scholars believe
this attitude is real and correct.

As the crisis brought a united effort of the Greeks,
naturally, there was soon division: the division was
one of leftists and rightists. At first, this division was
insignificant because there was the common factor
of emtional union. Later, the split's influence caused
many disruptions as the emotionality died down.

The organization’s more silant difficulty was that
of integration. Greeks. like many other minoriities,
were not immune to assimilation. The Greeks have
generally been less willing to oppose the government
under which they reside. To ask second and third
generation Greek-Americans to oppose their coun-
try’s foreign policy was difficult. Getting a third
generation Greek involved, however, is more advan-
tageous to the community; this individual would
have kept his heredity, but would have more insight
in dealing with the American political system, and of
course, more used to dealing with American ways of
thought.

Papandreo’s administration did little to help the
situation. His campaign for anti-American policy only
made it more difficult for Congress to support the
Greeks, especially Conservative Congressmen.
Some Greeks became even ashamed of Greece's
policy.

The Greek community’s goals are the following:

Regarding Greece, the lobby would like 1o see
a military balance maintained between Greece and
Turkey to protect Greede. If a balance is not strictly
maintained, Greece could weaken. The question lies
on whether or not Greece is capable of self-defense.
Right now, the ratio of military aid is for every seven
guns given to Greece, ten are given to Turkey.

Now, a bill is being introduced to Congress that
wishes to maintian the seven-to-ten ratio, but wishes
to change the interest rates on loans given to Turkey
and Greece. Presently, Turkey pays only three to
four percent, whereas Greece pays ten percent.

Concerning the Cyprus issue, the Greek Lobby
hopes that Cyprus will be able to keep its indepen-
dence. “Today, Cyprus is not really indepandent.”

They want the establishment of one unified Cypriot
Government, promising to offer protection for the
Turkish minorities there,

A bill now in Congress proposes to cut military aid
to Turkey unless they adhere to certain conditions
-one of which is to disregard the Turkish-Cypriot
state, and another, to get Turkish troops out of
Cyprus. Unfortunately, there is little hope that the bill
will pass,

In the Southern California sector, the “Save
Cyprus Council” is made up of mostly Greek-
Americans, but also has Armenians as council
members. The council is concerned with carrying out
basic lobbying functions.

Despite the fact that the Greek Lobby is “getting
smarter”, going to Washington and becoming a
much more effective lobby by gaining the necessary
experience, a major problem has arisen. The emo-
tional reaction has basically died out. "It iz almost asg
if the Greek community needs a major crisis or inci-
dent to reinstigate their activity.

For the future, Mr. Apostolis sees better organiza-
tion in the Greek Lobby, With the many groups now
working, he hopes to make his the umbrella group
and thus provide better coordination.

Lately, the Greek Church has been getting involv-
ed with the issue of Cyprus. Before this crisis, it was
basically completely separate from the organizations,

The lobby hopes to try and approach the State
Department and work to lobby them affectively to
change their policies.

Unfortunately, too many presidents make pro-
mises they do not keep. “We want to have our peo-
ple in the State Department, but that takes time. We
have the fear of losing people exactly through this
approach. Those who are successful in gaining high
positions may forget their ariginal aim along the way.
The problem is challenging, to say the least.”

The lack of emotional drive will make things so dif-
ficult for the Greek-American Lobby that if faces a
good chance of fading away. *“There is no fear factor
to keep us working like the Jews.'

Maybe, believes Apostolis, that this period of no
major crisis, and weakened emotional drive, will be
an opportunity to learn and better organize.

| believe that the Greek community, in contrast to
the Armenians, are weaker in that their emotional
bond is much weaker that our's, After all, | do not
believe that the Greeks feel as close to the Cyprus
issue as Armenians to the Armenian issue. But this is

n " inkon.
an Armenian’s opinion SLW
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The Ottoman Bank
Incident

The Ottoman Bank is located in the Galata district
of constantinople, which had been for decades its
banking quarter. Created during one of crises about
Ottoman creditworthiness, this bank was Ottoman
only in name. It was the main instrument through
which foreign capitalists did business with the O1-
toman Empire.

The building itself is imposing and fortresslike. The
office, at the time, were surrounded by an open cen-
tral ara, where day to day business was conducted.
There were two main cash counters, a gold counter,
and a silver counter.

On Wednesday, August 26, 1896 at 1:15 in the
afterncon, two men entered the bank. One went to
the gold counter, the other to the silver. They said
that they wanted to change money. The bank clerks
agreed. The men signaled their porters to come in.

Suddenly, there was a whistle, a rush from the
neighboring streets, and the bank was filled with 25
armed men. The men declared they were Armenians
and part of the Tashnaktsutiun. They started the
work of barricading the entrances, but in the initial
attack large amounts were broken, and the task
became difficult. After about three hours, the en-
trance was barricaded. In the barricading process
four Armenians were killed, one being Babken Siuni,
17. At 3:00 p.m., the firing ceased.

The Dashnaks spelled out their dermands in three
letters. In the first, they attacked the government of
the Ottoman Empire. They were angered by the
removal of the nationalist-minded patriarch Matteos

lzmirlian, and certain other high officials. Their

VAHAN CARDASHIAN

replacement by the Evet Effendis left the Armenian
national (they implied) without a representative
spokesman. In the second letter, they focused the
murderous policy of the Sultan in the east. There
were 12 demands in this letter, one demand was
tor a european nigh commussioner for the six vilayats
Other demands would be judicial and introduce tax
reforms. In the third letter, they stated their bargain-
ing position: they would stay in the bank for forty-
eight hours; if, by then, the Porte had not complied
with the demands, the bank would be blow up.

The Porte’s first move was to negotiate with the
Dashnaks through one of the ambassadors, Max-
imov, first oragoman of the Russian ambassy,
volunteered. First though, he requestad that the
Sultan pardon  the Tashnaks, and grant them per-
mission to leave the country, The Sultan consented.

Maximov reached the bank late in the evening. At
about 2:15 a.m., an agreement was reached: the
Armenians would leave now for dock, with anly their
guns. The bombs were to be left behind.

As the Armenians trooped out of the bank, the
foreign powers must have felt relieved that Arme-
nian determination had crumbled. Of the planned
forty-eight hours, they were there for about 13,

The reason for the Armenians giving in quicker
than they had planned was that these Dashnaks were
not seasoned political adventurers. Their average
ages ranged from 17 to 20. It was also said that they
had nat eaten for a.day or so before the seizure.

Almost as soon as the bank was captured, a group
of people wearing long robes and turbans, and car-
rying long clubs and metal pipes, went throughout
the city killing any Armenian they found. No police
were around to stop this mob. The police reached
the streets by 6 p.m. but to only encourage the mob.

The Bashibozuks’ Butchery was fiercest in district
of Kasim Pasha, and within the Armenian quarter of
the Jewish village of Haskoy. In the two days of kill-
ing, a reported 5,000 to 6,000 Armenians were
murdered. In the succeeding months, the Armenian
popuation of Constantinople was depleated by
75,000 , by emigration.

Ashod Mooradian
Vahan Cardashian Juniors
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Baar Editors,

| am writing in response to your story on March
10th, 1984, titled “"Armenians guilty in
assassination.” The article was about two Armenians
who were sentenced to twenty years in prison for
assassinating the Turkish ambassador in Belgrade for
Armenocide, the first Genocide of the 20th Century.

| think you had a misleading title because, when |
first read it, | thought that all Armenians were found
quilty of whatever was going to follow on the line. |
surprisingly noticed that the title above this story
gaid, 2 Canadians...”, but you chosa to write
"Armenians..."”" You surely wouldn't write
“Americans guilty of...”” for 2 Americans.

| noticed that you did not mention anything about
the unusual circumstances of the trial of the two
Armenians in Yugoslavia,

The following are examples of how the Yugoslavs
did not follow their own laws regarding the trial of
the Elbekian and Levonian:

* They did not let the defendants have their
own attormeys,

« Elbekian was put in isolation,

* Elbaekian's letters to his government assigned
attorney were read by the pretnal-judge.

* Levonian, who was seriously injured was not
given proper medical care and did not have a
necessary operation, which led to his paralysis.

* Without waiting for Levonian’s recovery, the
trial was started at the hospital in a small room where
he was staying. The room only accomodated 15 peo-
ple.

* MNeither the parents nor the members of their
defense committee were allowed to attend the trial,
even though representatives from Turkey wara
allowed to do so.

Considering the above conditions, | don't think
that the trial was fair, henceforth, the sentence was
unjust.

NOTE: The original of this letter was signed by 10
ungers and was sent to the newspaper “"Tghtagitz".
Ashod Yergat Chapter
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Fresno Conference

The AYF mid-year conference of 1984 was held in
Fresno, a small town with a friendly community, who
welcomed the majority of its Ungers from Los
Angeles and San Francisco.

Fresno AYF members were very pleased that the
conference was held in their town. Most of the plans
were successfully carried out and enjoyed.

At the meeting, most of the members from aacn
chapter showed up. In a way, the meeting was disap-
pointing for the C.E., because of loud talking
throughout the meeting. Ungerouhi Roubina and
Unger Apo Boghegian ran the meeting and reviewed
each chapter report.

Soon after the meeting, the chapters played an ex-
icting game of volleyball; Montebello was victorious
in the end.

Later in the evening the appetites of the ungers
and their families were satisfied by a delicious dinner
and tashnag songs supplied by the talented group
“"the Brothers.” The next morning, Ungerouhi
Roubina gave us an interesting educational on Arme-
nian religion.

The time had come to leave, sad faces bid good-
bye to their friends. The ungers went back to their
cities.

The convention was appreciated by all of us. |
think the Central Executive did a magnificent job in
handling the activities.

Dikran Melkonian
Bay Area Juniors

Media Workshop

A media workshop was held on February 4, in San
Francisco. The guest speakers were Sarkis and Salpi
Ghazarian, from L.A., who came to inform the S.F.
Bay Area youth and elders about the Sassounian trial
and on ways to answer questions in public.

First, they talked about how reporters will try to put
one on the spot, and make one answer quickly. They

explained that all one had to do was take one's time
and answer when ever one is ready. Then, we, the
listeners, got to see some examples' of how to
answer these questions on video tapes, and also hear
SOme answers on cassettes. There were two hand
Outs: one was on some questions that you might ex-
pect, and the others were on tips for television ap-
Eearances.

W_a then had the opportunity to ask Sarkis and
Salpi some questions about Hampig's trial and about
answering questions. Over all, it was a very infor-
mative and well organized workshop, which should
help us if we ever meet a reporter.

Aram Andonian
Bay Area Juniors

Oath Ceremony

On February 25, 1984 the Rosdom Chapter had a
shish-kebab night. It tock place at the center.

Of course, we had to keep our Armenian tradtion
of making the croud wait at least an hour before we
began to serve the dinner. The croud did not mind
waiting because there was music and drinks, and of
course, conversation. They all seemed to like the din-
ner; it was shish-kebab, rice, and salad. After dinner,
a couple of AYF members brought in a huge cake
shaped like our Armenian flag. It had red, blue, and
orange frosting on it. It also had the letters A_Y.F. on
the centers of the cake. Right after the cake was
brought in, we began the ceremony of novitiates
who became real AYF members. Our godfather was
a very proud and old Armenian, named Mr. Hovhan-
nes Tchakerian, This night made us all very proud
especially those who became members of AYF and
their parents were as happy as they could be.

My parents could not make it. Instead we had our
aunt and uncle present, who were just as proud.
They even had tears in their eyes.

Over all, it was a pretty good evening. We even
had dancing. | think the dinner was worth more than
what the actual price was, but it was too late (v
change the price. This was the first public oath
ceremony for our community to see. Their positive
support has encouraged us to try other things in the

future. Rosdom Chapter
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AN ASSEMBLY

AT

CHAMLIAN

On March 13, 1984, the Glendale Simon Zavarian
Junior Chapter Hai Tad committee held an assembly
at Vahan and Anoush Chamlian Armenian School for
the 7-9 grades. The intention of the assembly was to
introduce the AYF to the students.

The program began first thing in the morning. The
master of ceremonies, unger Ani Quzounian, invited
Mr. Vartkes Ghazarian, the principal, to make the
opening remarks. Mr, Ghazarian pointed out the im-
portance of the AYF, and the notable interaction of
the organization with the conmunity.

Unger Ani Saradian introduced the AYF by giving
its historical background and outlining its goals.

Following unger Ani, unger Tamar Der Meger-
dichian narrated a slide show presentation which
covered such AYF activities as educationals, chapter
meetings, olympics, aoth ceremonies and summer
camp.

The students were given a chance to ak questions
regarding the day's presentation.

The Chamlian school has shown great interest for
our grganization and has set aside a bulletin board to
keep the students abreast with AYF activities and
acheivements.

The tremendous demand for AYF membership ap-
plications proved that the assembly had been a suc-
cess, The Simon Zavarian Hai Tad Committee plans
to once again address the Chamlian students in
several other assemblies.

Tamar Der Megerdichian
AYF Simon Zavarian Chapter
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AYF Sardarabad
Book Service

Announces Its New Location:

108 N. BRAND BI.
GLENDALE, CA 91203

Books in English and Armenian
For children, students and adults
On history, literature, art and language

For Info. Call: (818) 500-0790

Regular Store Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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